1 


% 


MEMOIRS 


O F . 


COUNT GRAMMONT, 
BY COUNT .. RX 


| A NEW TRANSLATION, 
- WITH NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


EMBELLISHED WITH SEVENTY-SIX PORTRAITS, 


OP THE 


U 


PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS MENTIONED IN THE WORK. 


8 


— 


— 


— — 
——ů— — 


»* 
_=__ 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR S. AND E. HARDING, No. IO2, PALL-MALLs 


1 - 


— 


n 


n 


n 


> 
* 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tuxsz Memoirs, in which, as it has been 
truly ſaid, with an eaſy and exquiſite pencil,“ 
the author, © has painted the chief characters of 
the Court of Charles the Second, as they were 
with great truth and ſpirit deſcribed to him, by 
Count Grammont,“ have long been the object 
of admiration, by thoſe who were enabled to 
read them in their original language. By ſome 

ſtrange fatality, it has happened that the Engliſh 
reader, has been deprived of the pleaſure he 
might have received from the work, owing to 
the inelegance and inaccuracy of the only two 
tranſlations which have hitherto appeared; tranſ- 
lations, if they may be ſo called, which, beſides. 
other faults, are deformed with every ſpecies 
of offence againſt grammar, and in many places, 


even againſt common ſenſe. 


11 ADVERTISEMENT. 


Taz Author, Count Anthony Hamilton, was 
of the ſame family, which makes ſo diſtinguiſhed 
a figure in the preſent Memoirs. He was born 
in Ireland, but paſſed the greater part of his life 
in France. On the acceſſion of James II. he 
obtained, though a Papiſt, a regiment of Infantry 


in Ireland, and was made Governor of Limerick. 


At the revolution he adhered to the fortune of 
his dethroned Sovereign, and followed him to 
France, where he became a Lieutenant Gene- 
ral, and died at St. Germains, the 21ſt of April, 
1720, aged ſeventy-four years, deſervedly re- 
gretted by all who knew him. Though naturally 
ſerious, he had at times a diſpoſition to gaiety, 
and in his leſs ſevere moments, did not loſe 
fight of decency and morality. Voltaire praiſes 
his writings, which he ſays © have all the hu- 
mour without the burleſque of Scarron.“ By a 
letter from him to Mr. Pope, printed in that 


gentleman's works, we learn that our author had 


tranſlated THE ART of CRITICISM into French. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 111 


It does not however appear to have been pub- 
liſhed. 

ON the preſent republication, the undertakers 
of it preſume they may, without impropriety, re- 
mark, that the tranſlation 1s entirely new, and as 
they hope freed from the blemiſhes of the two 
former. Some notes and illuſtrations are added 
by another hand. In ſelecting the portraits, 
which embelliſh this work, they have had ſuch 
aſſiſtance from many families, as they cannot but 
gratefully remember and acknowledge. The 
typography, they preſume, will do no diſcredit 
to the Engliſh preſs. In every thing which con- 
cerns the work, they have ſpared no expenſe, 
and truſt with confidence to the liberality and 
Juſtice of the public. 


9 | VE OG * 
n . eee 3 N 5 We 9 n 2 N . — 
b . * 7 N LEI 5 - * hs "O04 pac 4 2 9 Fe - NR LS r eee * K >, 
res r N EF 2 eg Pre” ; eee N EQ 83 R . NY: 2 ; ) y 5 
0 5 g 8 8 
N _ WT n 88 4 
* 
- I ; 
— — 
* 
x e * 
. . 8 7 
- "DEA . 
. 
"A RS 
TY 
av * , 
Ul 
ON 
3 
| 
| * 
0 8 5 
* 
= 
* % * 
% . 
N - 
J 
1 
4 
l 7 
8 
* 
4 o 
= - 
. 
\ — 
* 
& * 
* .* 
* 
i 
oo * 
. 
. 
l 
. 
. 
Y 
- 
. 
1 o 
. 
« ? A 
7 - 
4 
* 
*- 
„ 5 
' 
— 
5 * 
a / f 
; * i | 
. 
a 
: * 
. 
3 * 
, 
' . 
. 
. 
. 
| * 
- 
, 
2 * 
. 
. 
- * 
4 
. 
- 


IS ar ls ape, An or 2 en r 97> 1 ATED 
1 * 1 > 


R 


4 
, | 
1 
| 
' 
. 
. 
/ 
* 
. 
. 
. 
* 
. 
” 
. 
* 
. 
4 
. 
. 
5 
. 
„ 
1 
| 1 
0 
a 
5 
= | | 
ſ 
1 
, 
” 
* ” f | 
£ * 
5 
5 
/ 
7 
p 
1 
. 
2] 
* — 3 * 
Dor Hee" 7 as tans 3 ; ” i 
. > = 9 * 75 - ; 6 


Pt 4 
wn " Dr 
; ve. fre ate 


aa wrrommom_n ny fy Mo ___ 


0 
1 
” of by 
8 * PB au 5 2 4 Eo 
e s os eee Lo . r * [4 - . 2 q 
* * 9 6 $6 Cl + os RRR Ys Ek ED 
* © ap D. . 9 — — e 3 $2 
_— SE? 2 y 
= 
* 
W 
. 
. 
„ 
. 
1 
« 
. 
. 
— 7 
APO eas 2 * 
\ 
\ 
4 2 . * 
: ST: 
8 
n 
227 
4 4 ' , 
P g . U g - by \ Se 70 — AV | A” 
| o A 4 
N — 
— 
* : 
- 
. 
” 
* - 
” . 
Y 2 
” 
” 
* 
. 


ANTOINE HAMILTO 


C OMTE 


L. E 


2 
FS. 2 


| J 
* \ 
1 9 8 8 \ 
I | 2 c 
g : ; 
| 3 1 
| 8 
| + E : 
| iS y 
1s 4 
ty 1 
1 
5 8 
$ E 5 
SE 
. 2 f Z L 
J D J 
| 8 
| lil 100% = \ 
* | | [| i 10 lj — uw - = 


I. 


. - — 4 — 4 a 
— — — —ͤ — — ä 
W π . ww — e THE IF... oats 


2 
2. 
25 
8 
5 
A 
* 
== 
0 
wt 
1 
iv 
6 


— 


. „ . . 


COUNT GRAMM ONT. 


j n * * ; r 8. op 
* - * . - py « : ®. # # * 
£ * 7 _ N ” 
% 
8 F 9 g * * * * ” . 
” * 8 95 4 9 
- i, CHAPTER: TI | 
* . =y 8 — . 1 : * 
* —— * * * - . - * — 


A S thoſe who read only for amuſement are certainly more 
worthy of attention than thoſe who open a book merely to 
find fault, to the former I addreſs myſelf, and for their enter- 
tainment deliver the following pages to preſs, without being in 
the leaſt concerned. about the ſevere criticiſms of the latter. 
I farther declare; that the order of time and diſpoſition of the 
facts, which give more trouble to the writer than pleaſure to 
the reader, ſhall not much embarraſs me in theſe memoirs. It 
being my deſign to convey a juſt idea of my hero, thoſe cir- 
cumſtances which. moſt tend to illuſtrate and diſtinguiſh his 
character ſhall find a place in theſe fragments juſt as they 
preſent themſelves to my imagination, without paying any 


particular attention to their arrangement. 


2 MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 


For, after all, what does it ſignify where the por- 
trait is begun, provided the aſſemblage of the parts form a 
whole which perfectly expreſſes the original? The celebrated 
Plutarch, who treats his heroes as he does his readers, com- 
mences the life of the one juſt as he thinks fit, and diverts 
the attention of the other with digreſſions into antiquity, or 
agreable paſſages of literature, which frequently have no re- 
ference to the ſubject: he accordingly tells us, that De- 
metrius Poliorcetes was far from being ſo tall as his father 
Antigonus ; and afterwards, that his reputed father Anti- 
gonus was only his uncle; but this is not until he has be- 
gun his life with a ſhort account of his death, his various 
exploits, his good and bad qualities; and at laſt, out of com- 
paſſion to his failings, brings forward a compariſon between 
him and the unfortunate Mark Antony. 

Ix the life of Numa Pompilius he enters into a diſſertation 
upon his preceptor Pythagoras; and, as if he thought the 
reader would be anxious to know whether it was the ancient 
pluloſopher, or one of the ſame name, who, after being victo- 


rious at the Olympic games went full ſpeed into Italy to teach 


Numa philoſophy, and inſtruct him in the arts of government; 
he gives himſelf much trouble to explain this difficulty, and, 
after all, leaves it undetermined. What I have ſaid upon this 


ſubject is not meant to reflect upon this hiſtorian, to whom, 


of all the ancients, we are moſt obliged ; it 1s only intended 
to authorize the manner in which I have treated a life more 
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extraordinary than any of thoſe he has tranſmitted to us. 
It is my part to deſcribe a man, whoſe inimitable character caſts 
a veil over thoſe faults which I ſhall neither palliate nor diſ- 
guiſe; a man, illuſtrious by a mixture of virtues. and vices fo 
cloſely linked together, as in appearance to form à neceſſary 
dependence, glowing with the greateſt beauty when waited, | 
ſhining with the brighteſt luſtre when oppoſed. © 
IT is this indefineable brilliancy, which in war, in love) 
in gaming, and in the various ſtages of a long life, have ren- 
dered the Count de Grammont the admiration of his age, and 
the delight of every country wherein he has diſplayed his en- 
gaging wit, diſpenſed his generoſity and magnificence, or prac- 
tiſed his inconſtancy: it is owing to this, that the ſallies of 
a ſprightly imagination have produced thoſe admirable bon 
mots, which have been with univerſal applauſe tranſmitted 
to poſterity. It is owing to this, that he preſerved his judg- 
ment free and unembarraſſed in the moſt trying ſituations, 
and enjoyed an uncommon preſence of mind and facetiouſneſs 
of temper in the moſt imminent dangers of war. I ſhall not 


attempt to draw his portrait: his perſon has been deſcribed 


by Buſſi and St. Evremond, authors more entertaining than 
faithful. The former has repreſented the Chevalier Grammont 
as artful, fickle, and even ſomewhat treacherous, - in his 


amours, and indefatigable and cruel in his jealouſies. St. 


Evremond has uſed other colours to expreſs the genius 
and deſcribe the general manners of the Count; whilſt both, 
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in their different pictures, have done greater honour to them- 
ſelves than juſtice to their hero. 
IT is, therefore, to the Count we muſt liſten, in the 


agreeable relation of the ſieges and battles, wherein he diſtin- 


guiſhed himſelf under another hero; and it is on him we 
muſt rely for the truth of paſſages the leaſt glorious of his life, 
and for the ſincerity with which he relates his addreſs, vivacity, 
frauds, and the various ſtratagems he practiſed either in love 
or gaming ; theſe expreſs his true character, and to himſelf we 
owe theſe memoirs, ſince I only hold the pen, while he directs 
it to the moſt remarkable and ſecret paſſages of his life. 
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5 CHAPTER un.: % Boon. 
IN thoſe hs affairs were not managed in Franct a8 at Pre- 
ſent: Louis XIII. then ſat upon the throne, but the Cardinal 
de Richlieu governed the kingdom; great men commanded Ec 


little armies, and little armies did great things: the fortune. -- 
of great men depended ſolely upon miniſterial favour, and 


blind devotion to the will of the miniſter was the only ſure 
method of advancement. Vaſt deſigns were then laying in the 
heart of neighbouring ſtates the foundation of that formidable 
greatneſs to which France has now riſen : the police was ſome- 
what neglected; the highways were impaſſable by day, and the 
ſtreets by night ; but robberies were committed elſewhere with 
greater impunity. Young men, on their firſt entrance into 
the world, took what courſe they thought proper: ' whoever 
would, was a Chevalier, and whoever could, an Abbe, I mean 
a beneficed Abbe: dreſs made no diſtinction between them; 
and, I believe, the Chevalier Grammont was both the one and 
the other at the ſiege of Trins. 

Tuls was his firſt campaign, and here” he Bfplayel 


| thoſe attractive graces which ſo favourably prepoſſeſs, and re- 


quire neither friends nor recommendations in any company 
to procure a favourable reception. The ſiege was already 


formed when he arrived, which ſaved him ſome needleſs riſks ; 


K 
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for a volunteer cannot reſt at eaſe, until he has ſtood the firſt 
fire: he went therefore to reconnoitre the generals, having 


no occaſion to reconnoitre the place. Prince Thomas com- 
manded the army ; and as the poſt of Lieutenant-General was 
not then known, Du Pleſſis Pralin and the famous Viſcount 
Turenne were his Major Generals. Fortified places were 
treated with ſome reſpect, before a power which nothing can 
withſtand had found means to deſtroy them by dreadful 
ſhowers of bombs, and by deſtructive batteries of hundreds of 
Pieces of cannon. Before theſe furious ſtorms which drive 
governors under ground and reduce their garriſons to powder, 
repeated fallies bravely repulſed, and vigorous attacks nobly 
ſuſtained, ſignalized both the art of the beſiegers and the cou- 


rage of the beſieged ; conſequently ſieges were of ſome length, 


and young men had an opportunity of gaining ſome know- 
ledge. Many brave actions were performed on each fide dur- 


ing the ſiege of Trino: a great deal of fatigue was endured, 
and conſiderable loſſes ſuſtained ; but fatigue was no more 


conſidered, hardſhips were no more felt in the trenches, gravity 
was at an end with the generals, and the troops were no longer 
diſpirited after the arrival of the Chevalier Grammont. Plea- 
ſure was his purſuit, and he made it univerſal. | 
AMoNG the officers in the army, as in all other places, 
there are men of real merit, or pretenders to it. The latter en- 
deavoured to imitate the Chevalier Grammont in his moſt 
ſhming qualities, but without ſucceſs ; the former admired his 
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his talents and courted his friendſhip. Of this number was 
Matta : He was agreeable in his perſon, but ſtill more by the 


natural turn of his wit ; he was plain and ſimple in his man- 


ners, but endued with a quick diſcernment and refined deli- 
cacy, and full of candour and integrity in all his actions. 
The Chevalier Grammont was not long in diſcovering his 
amiable qualities; an acquaintance was ſoon formed, and 
was ſucceeded by the ſtricteſt intimacy. 

Marr inſiſted that the Chevalier ſhould take up his 
quarters with him; to which he only conſented, on condition 
of equally contributing to the expence. As they were both 
liberal and magnificent, at their common coſt they gave the beſt 
deſigned and moſt luxurious entertainments that had ever yet 
been ſeen. Play was wonderfully productive at firſt, and the 
Chevalier reſtored by a hundred different ways that which 
he obtained only by one. The generals, being entertained by 
turns, admired their magnificence, and were diſſatisfied with 
their own officers for not keeping ſuch good tables and at- 
tendance. The Chevalier had the talent of ſetting off the moſt 
indifferent things to advantage; and his wit was ſo generally 
acknowledged, that it was a kind of diſgrace not to ſubmit to 
his taſte. To him Matta reſigned the care of furniſhing the 
table and doing its honours; and charmed with the general 
applauſe, perſuaded himſelf that nothing could be more honour- 
able than their way of living, and nothing more eaſy than to 
continue it ; but he ſoon perceived that the greateſt proſperity 
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is not the moſt laſting. Good living, bad economy, diſhoneſt 
ſervants, and ill- luck, all uniting together to diſconcert their 
houſe-keeping, their table was going to be gradually laid aſide, 
when the Chevalier's genius, fertile in reſources, undertook to 
ſupport his former credit by the following expedient. 

Tur had never yet conferred about the ſtats of their 
finances, although the ſteward had acquainted each ſeparately, 
that he muſt either receive money to continue the expences, or 
give in his accounts. One day, when the Chevalier came home 
ſooner than uſual, he found Matta faſt aſleep in an eaſy chair, 
and being unwilling to diſturb his reſt, he began muſing on 
his project. Matta awoke without his perceiving it; and having 
for a thort time, obſerved the deep contemplation he ſeemed 
involved in, and the profound ſilence between two perſons, 
who had never held their tongues for a moment when toge- 
ther before, he broke it by a ſudden fit of laughter, which 


increaſed in proportion as the other ſtared at him. © A 


% merry way of waking, and ludicrous enough,” ſaid the 
Chevalier; © What 1s the matter, and whom do you laugh at ?” 
«* Faith Chevalier, ſaid Matta, I am laughing at a dream I 
* had juſt now, which is ſo natural and diverting, that I muſt 
e make you laugh at it alſo. I was dreaming that we had 
5 diſmiſſed our maitre d'hotel, our cook, and our confectioner, 


having reſolved, for the remainder of the campaign, to live 


e upon others as others have lived upon us: this was my 
e dream. Now tell me, Chevalier, on what were you muſing ?” 


* 
p* . 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 9 
Poor fellow !” ſaid the Chevalier, ſnrugging up his ſhoulders, 


you are knocked down at once, and thrown into the utmoſt 
confternation and deſpair at ſome filly ſtories, which the 
maitre d'hotel has been telling you as well as me. What 
after the figure we have made in the face of the nobility 
and foreigners in the army, ſhall we give it up, and like 
fools and beggars ſneak off, upon the firſt failure of our mo- 
ney! Have you no ſentiments of honour! Where is the 
dignity of France? © And where is the money?” ſaid Matta; 
for my men ſay, the Devil may take them, if there be ten 
crowns in the houſe; and I believe you have not much more, 
for it is above a week ſince I have ſeen you either pull out 
your purſe, or count your money, an amuſement you were 
very fond of in proſperity.” Ion all this,” ſaid the Che- 


valier, but yet I will force you to confeſs, that you are but 


cc 


= 


cc 


1 


a mean-ſpirited fellow upon this occaſion. What would 
have become of you if you had been reduced to the ſituation 


I was in at Lyons, four days before I arrived here? I will 
tell you the ſtory.” 
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CHAPTER III. 


THIS, » faid Matta, © ſmells ſtrongly of romance, except that 
<« it ſhould have been your Squire's part to tell your adven- 
e tures.” © True,” ſaid the Chevalier; © however, I may ac- 
e quaint you with my firſt exploits without offending my 
«© modeſty ; beſides, my Squire's ſtyle borders too much upon 
te the burleſque for an heroic narrative. 

« You muſt know then, that upon my arrival at Lyons“ 
Is it thus you begin, ſaid Matta? Pray give us your hiſ- 
tory a little farther back, the moſt minute particulars of 
a life like your's are worthy of relation ; but above all, the 
manner in which you firſt paid your reſpects to Cardinal 
Richlieu: I have often laughed at it; however, you may paſs 
over the unlucky pranks of your infancy, your genealogy, name 
and quality of your anceſtors, for that is a ſubject with which 
you mult be utterly unacquainted. f 

« Pon!” ſaid the Chevalier, you believe that all the 


© world is as ignorant as yourſelf ;—you think that I am a 


* ſtranger to the Mendores and the Coriſandes. So, perhaps I 


e don't know, that it was my father's own fault that he was 
e not the ſon of Henry IV. The king would by all means 


ce have acknowledged him for his ſon, but the traitor would 
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never conſent to it. See what the Grammonts would have 


© been now, but for this croſs-grained fellow! They would 
«© have had precedence of the Cæſars de Venddme. You may 
« laugh, if you like, yet it is as true as the goſpel : but let us 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


come to the point. 

« I was ſent to the college of Pau, with the intention 
of being brought up to the church ; but as I had quite 
different views, I made no manner of improvement: gaming 
was ſo much in my head, that both my tutor and the maſter 
loſt their labour in endeavouring to teach me Latin. Old 
Brinon, who ſerved me both as valet-de-chambre and gover- 
nor, in vain threatened to acquaint my mother. I only 
ſtudied when I pleaſed, that is to ſay, ſeldom or never: how- 
ever, they treated me as 1s cuſtomary with ſcholars of my 
quality; I was raiſed to all the dignities of the forms, 
without having merited them, and left college nearly in the 
ſame ſtate in which I entered it; nevertheleſs, I was thought 
to have more knowledge than was requiſite for the abbacy, 
which my brother had ſolicited for me. He had juſt married 
the niece of a miniſter, to-whom every one cringed : he was 
deſirous to preſent me to him. I felt but little regret to 
quit the country, and great impatience to ſee Paris. My 
brother having kept me ſome time with him, in order to 
poliſh me, let me looſe upon the town to ſhake off my ruſtic 
air, and learn the manners of the world. I ſo thoroughly 
gained them, that I could not be perſuaded to lay them-afide 
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« when I was introduced at court in the character of an Abbe. 
© You know what kind of dreſs was then the faſhion. All that 
te they could obtain of me was to put a caſſock over my other 
te clothes, and my brother, ready to die with laughing at my 


&« eccleſiaſtical habit, made others laugh too. I had the fineſt 


“head of hair in the world, well curled and powdered, above 


« my caſſock, and below were white buſkins and gilt ſpurs. 


* The Cardinal, who had a quick diſcernment, could not 
<« help laughing. This elevation of ſentiment gave him um- 
e brage; and he foreſaw what might be expected from a genius 
te that already laughed at the ſhaven crown and cowl. 

« WHEN my brother had taken me home; well, my little 
te parſon, ſaid he, you have acted your part to admiration, 
75 and your party- coloured dreſs of the eccleſiaſtic and ſol- 
« dier has greatly diverted the court; but this is not all: 
« you muſt now chooſe, my little knight. Conſider then, 
« whether, by ſticking to the church, you will poſſeſs great 
e revenues, and have nothing to do; or with a ſmall portion, 
e you will riſk the loſs of a leg or arm, and be the frufus belli 
* of an inſenſible court, to arrive in your old age at the dig- 


ce nity of a Major General, with a glaſs eye and a wooden leg. 


J know, ſaid I, that there is no compariſon between theſe 
* two ſituations, with regard to the conveniences of life; but, 
“as a man ought to ſecure his future ſtate in preference to 
* all other conſiderations, I am reſolved to renounce the 
church for the ſalvation of my foul, upon condition, how- 
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ever, that J keep my abbey. Neither the remonſtrances 
nor authority of my brother, could induce me to change 
my reſolution; and he was forced to agree to this laſt ar- 
ticle in order to keep me at the academy. You know 


© that I am the moſt adroit man in France, ſo that I ſoon 


learned all that is taught at ſuch places, and, at the ſame 
time, I alſo learnt that which gives the finiſhing ſtroke to 
a young fellow's education, and makes him a gentleman, 
v1z. all ſorts of games, both at cards and dice; but the truth 
18, I thought, at firſt, that I had more ſkill in them than 


I really had, as experience proved. When my mother knew 


the choice I had made, ſhe was inconſolable, for ſhe 
reckoned, that had I been a clergyman I ſhould have been 
a faint; but now ſhe was certain that I ſhould either be a 
devil in the world, or be killed in the wars; and indeed I 
burned with 1mpatience to be a ſoldier ; but being yet too 


young, I was forced to make a campaign at Bidache before 
I made one in the army. When I returned to my mother's 


houſe, I had ſo much the air of a courtier, and a man of 
the world, that ſhe began to reſpect me, inſtead of chiding 
me for my infatuation towards the army. I became her 
favourite, and finding me inflexible, ſhe only thought of 
keeping me with her as long as ſhe could, while my little 


equipage was. preparing. The faithful Brinon, who was 


to attend me as valet-de-chambre, was hkewiſe to dif- 
charge the office of governor and equerry, being, perhaps, 


14 
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« the only gaſcon who was ever poſſeſſed of ſo much gravity 


cc 
cc 
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cc 


cc 
cc 
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and ill-temper. He paſſed his word for my good behaviour 
and | morality, and promiſed my mother that he would 


give a good account of my perſon in the dangers of the 


war ; but I hope he will keep his word better as to this laſt 

article, than he has done to the former. 
% My equipage was ſent away a week before me. This was 

ſo much time gained by my mother to give me good advice. 


At length, after having ſolemnly enjoined me to have the 


fear of God before my eyes, and to love my neighbour as 
myſelf, ſhe ſuffered me to depart, under the protection of 
the Lord and the ſage Brinon. At the ſecond ſtage we 
quarrelled. He had received four hundred louis d'ors for 
the expences of the campaign: I wiſhed to have the keeping 
of them myſelf, which he ſtrenuouſly oppoſed. Thou old 


ſcoundrel, ſaid I, is the money thine, or was it given thee | 


for me? You ſuppoſe I muſt have a treaſurer, and receive 
no money without his order. I know not whether it was 
from a preſentiment of what afterwards happened, that he 
grew melancholy ; however it was with the greateſt re- 
luctance, and moſt poignant anguiſh, that he found himſelf 
obliged to yield. One would have thought that I had 
wreſted his very ſoul from him. I found myſelf more 
light and merry after I had eaſed him of his truſt; he, on 


the contrary, appeared ſo overwhelmed with grief, that it 
ſeemed as if I had laid four hundred pounds of lead upon 
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his back, inſtead of taking away theſe four hundred louis. 
He went on ſo heavily, that I was forced to whip his horſe 
myſelf, and turning to me, now and then, Ah! Sir, ſaid 
he, my Lady did not think it would be ſo. His reflections 


and ſorrows were renewed at every ſtage; for, inſtead of 
giving a ſhilling to the poſt-boy, I gave him half-a-crown. 


«© Havins, at laſt, reached Lyons, two ſoldiers ſtopped us 
at the gate of the city, to carry us before the governor. I 
took one of them to conduct me to the beſt inn, and 
delivered Brinon into the hands of the other, to acquaint 
the commandant with the particulars of my journey, and 
my future intentions, | 

% THERE are as good taverns at Lyons as at Paris; but 
my ſoldier, according to cuſtom, carried me to a friend 
of his own, whoſe houſe he extolled, as having the beſt 
accommodations, and the greateſt reſort of good company 
in the whole town. The maſter of this hotel was as big as 
a hogſhead; his name Ceriſe; a Swiſs by birth, a poiſoner by 
profeſſion, and a thief by cuſtom. He ſhewed me into a 
tolerably neat room, and defired to know, whether I pleaſed 
to ſup by myſelf or at the ordinary. I choſe the latter, on 
account of the beau-monde which the ſoldier had boaſted of. 

« BRINON, who was quite out of temper at the many 
queſtions which the governor had aſked him, returned 
more ſurly than an old ape; and ſeeing that I was dreſſing 
my hair, in order to go down ſtairs: What are you about 
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© now, Sir? ſaid he. Are you going to tramp about the 
e town? No, no: have we not had tramping enough ever 
te ſince the morning? Eat a bit of ſupper, and go to bed by 
te times, that you may get on horſeback by day-break. Mr. 
* Comptroller, ſaid I, I ſhall neither tramp about the town, 
e nor eat alone, nor go to bed early. I intend to ſup with 
the company below. At the ordinary! cried he, I beſeech 
* you, Sir, do not think of it! Devil take me, if there be not 
« a dozen brawling fellows playing at cards and dice, who 
« make noiſe enough to drown the loudeſt thunder | 
« I was grown inſolent ſince I had ſeized the money 
« and being deſirous to ſhake off the yoke of a governor, 
“ Do you know, Mr. Brinon, faid I, that I don't like a block- 
e head to ſet up for a reaſoner; do you go to ſupper, if 
“you pleaſe, but take care that I have poſt-horſes ready be- 
« fore day-break. The moment he mentioned cards and dice 
<« I felt the money burn in my pocket. I was ſomewhat ſur- 
<« priſed, however, to find the room where the ordinary was 
<« ſerved filled with odd-looking creatures. My hoſt, after 
s preſenting me to the company, aſſured me, that there were 
<« but eighteen or twenty of thoſe gentlemen who would have 
e the honour to ſup with me. I approached one of the tables 
* where they were playing, and thought I ſhould have died 
e with laughing: I expected to have ſeen good company and 
« deep play; but I only met with two Germans playing at 
* backgammon. Never did two country loobies play like 
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« them ; but their figures beggared all deſcription. The fel- 
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low near whom I ſtood, was ſhort, thick, and fat, and as 
round as a ball, with a ruff and a prodigious high-crowned 
hat. Any one, at a' moderate diſtance, would have taken 
him for the dome of a church, with the ſteeple on the top 
of it. I enquired of the hoſt, who he was. A merchant from 


Baſle, ſaid he, who comes hither to ſell horſes; but from 


the method he purſues, I think he will not diſpoſe of many ; 
for he does nothing but play. Does he play deep? ſaid I. 
Not now, ſaid he; they are only playing for their reckon- 
ing, while ſupper is getting ready; but he has no objection 


to play as deep as any one. Has he money? ſaid I. As for 


that, replied the treacherous Ceriſe, would to God you had 


* won a thouſand piſtoles of him, and I went your halves; 


we ſhould not be long without our money. I wanted no 
farther encouragement to meditate the ruin of the high- 
crowned hat. I went nearer him, in order to take a cloſer 


ſurvey; never was ſuch a bungler, he made blots. upon 
© blots; God knows, I began to feel ſome remorſe at winning 
of ſuch an ignoramus, who knew ſo little of the game. He 
loſt his reckoning; ſupper was ſerved up; and I defired him 
to ſit next me. It was a long table, and there were at leaſt 


five and twenty in company, notwithſtanding the landlord's 


« promiſe. The moſt execrable repaſt that ever was begun 
being finiſhed, all the crowd inſenſibly diſperſed, except the 


ho 


little Swiſs, who {till kept near me, and the landlord, who 
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e placed himſelf on the other ſide of me. They both ſmoked 
e liked dragons; and the Swiſs was continually ſaying, in 
te bad French, I aſk your pardon, Sir, for my great freedom ; 
te at the ſame time blowing ſuch whiffs of tobacco in my 
* face as almoſt ſuffocated me. Mr. Ceriſe, on the other 
e hand, deſired he might take the liberty of aſking me, whe- 
ether I had ever been in his country? and ſeemed ſurpriſed I 
e had ſo genteel an air, without having travelled in Switzer- 
« land. | 8 
TEE little chub I had to encounter was full as inquiſi- | 
<« tive as the other. He deſired to know whether I came from 
the army in Piedmont ; and having told him I was going 
“ thither, he aſked me, whether I had a mind to buy any 
te horſes? that he had about two hundred to diſpoſe of, and 
« that he would ſell them cheap. I began to be ſmoked like a 
* gammon of bacon; and being quite wearied out, both with 
cc their tobacco and their queſtions, I aſked my companion, if 
“ he would play for a ſingle piſtole at backgammon, while our 
“men were ſupping; it was not without great ceremony 
e that he conſented, at the ſame time aſking my n for 
e his great freedom. 
« I wox the game; I gave him his revenge, and won again. 
« We then played double or quit; I won that too, and all in 
15 On twinkling of an eye; for he grew vexed, and ſuffered 
* himſelf to be taken in, ſo that I began to bleſs my ſtars for 
« my good fortune. Brinon came in about the end of the third 
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game, to put me to bed. He made a great ſign of the croſs, 
« but paid no attention to the ſigns I made him to retire. I 
was forced to riſe to give him that order in private. He 
began to reprimand me for diſgracing myſelf by keeping 
* company with ſuch a low-bred wretch. It was in vain that 
« I told him, he was a great merchant, that he had a great 
C deal of money, and that he played like a child. He a mer- 
<« chant! cried Brinon. Do not believe that, Sir. May the 
“ devil take me, if he is not ſome conjurer. Hold your tongue, 
<« old fool, ſaid I; he is no more a conjurer than you are, 
ce and that is deciſive; and, to prove it to you, I am re- 
e ſolved to win four or five hundred piſtoles of him before I 
« go to bed. With theſe words I turned him out, ſtrictly 
ce enjoining him not to return, or in any manner to diſturb us. 
Tur game being done, the little Swiſs unbuttoned his 

C pockets, to pull out a new four piſtole piece, and preſenting 
eit to me, he aſked my pardon for his great freedom, and ſeem- 
« ed as if he wiſhed to retire. This was not what I wanted. 
<« Itold him we only played for amuſement ; that I had no de- 
« ſign upon his money; and that, if he pleaſed, I would play 
« him a ſingle game for his four piſtoles. He raiſed ſome ob- 
cc jections ; but conſented at laſt, and won back his money. I 
« was piqued at it. I played another game; fortune changed 
« ſides; the dice ran for him, he made no more blots. I loſt the 
« game; another game, and double or quit; we doubled the 


take, and played double or quit again.—I was vexed; he, like 
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ce a true gameſter, took every bet I offered, and won all before 
e him, without my getting more than ſix points in eight or ten 
“ games. I aſked him to play a ſingle game for one hundred 
<« piſtoles; but as he ſaw I did not ſtake, he told me it was late; 
that he muſt go and look after his horſes; and went away, ſtil! 
* aſking my pardon for his great freedom. The cool manner of 
“his refuſal, ' and the politeneſs with which he took his leave, 
<« provoked me to ſuch a degree, that I almoſt could have kill- 
« ed him. I was ſo confounded at loſing my money ſo faſt, 
te even to the laſt piſtole, that I did not immediately conſider 
tothe miſerable ſituation to which I was reduced. 

<< I punks not go up to my chamber for fear of Brinon. By 
e good luck, however, he was tired with waiting for me, and 
* had gone to bed. This was ſome conſolation, though but 
* of ſhort continuance. As ſoon as I was laid down, all the 
*« fatal conſequences of my adventure preſented themſelves to 
my imagination. I could not ſleep. I ſaw all the horrors 
of my misfortune, without being able to find any remedy ; 
in vain did I rack my brain; it ſupplied me with no expe- 
dient. I feared nothing ſo much as day- break: however, it 
did come, and the cruel Brinon along with it. He was boot- 
ed up to the middle, and cracking a curſed whip, which he 


held in his hand: Up, Monſieur le Chevalier, cried he, open- 


“ing the curtains, the horſes are at the door, and you are ſtill 
aſleep. We ought by this time to have rid two ſtages ; give 
<< me money to pay the reckoning. ' Brinon, ſaid I, in a de- 
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ce jected tone, draw the curtains. What! cried he, draw the cur- 

< tains! Do you intend then to make your campaign at Lyons? 
you have then taken a liking to the place. And for the great 
'* merchant, you have ſtripped him, I ſuppoſe. No, no, Mon- 
e fieur le Chevalier, this money will never do you any good. 
This wretch has, perhaps, a family ; and it is his children's 
e bread that he has been playing with, and that you have 
% won. Was this an object to ſit up all night for? What 
« would my Lady ſay, if ſhe knew what a life you lead ? Mr. 
« Brinon, ſaid I, pray draw the curtains. But inſtead of obey- 
<« ing me, one would have thou ght that the devil had prompted 
« him to uſe the moſt pointed and galling terms to a perſon 
ce under ſuch misfortune. And how much have you won? ſaid 
<« he: five hundred piſtoles? what muſt the poor man do? 
cc Recollect, Monſieur le Chevalier, what I have ſaid : this mo- 
50 ney will never thrive with you. It is, perhaps, but four hun- | 
« dred? three? two? Well, if it be but one hundred louis 
« d'ors, continued he, ſeeing that I ſhook my head at every ſum 
 « which he had named, there is no great miſchief done; one 
e hundred piſtoles will not ruin him, provided you have won 
them fairly. Friend Brinon, ſaid I, fetching a deep ſigh, draw 
the curtains; I am unworthy to ſee day-light. Brinon was 
% much affected at theſe melancholy words : but I thought he 
« would have fainted, when I told him the whole adventure. 


« He tore his hair, made grievous lamentations, the burden of 
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which ſtill was; what will my Lady fay ? And, after having 


exhauſted his unprofitable complaints, what will become of 
you now, Monſieur le Chevalier, ſaid he? what do you in- 
tend to do? Nothing, ſaid I, for I am fit for nothing. Af- 
ter this, being ſomewhat eaſed after making him my confeſ- 
ſion, I thought upon ſeveral projects, to none of which 
could I gain his approbation. I would have had him poſt 
after my equipage, to have fold ſome of my clothes. I was 
for propoſing to the horſe-dealer, to buy ſome horſes of him 
at a high price on credit, to fell again cheap. Brinon laughed 
at all theſe ſchemes, and after having had the cruelty of keep- 
ing me upon the rack for a long time, he at laſt extricated 
me. Parents are always ſtingy towards their poor children ; 
my mother intended to have given me five hundred louis 
dors, but ſhe had kept back fifty, as well for ſome little re- 


“pairs in the abbey, as to pay for praying for me. Brinon 
had the charge of the other fifty, with ſtrict injunctions not 


to ſpeak of them, unleſs upon ſome urgent neceſſity.—And 


“this, you ſee, ſoon happened. 


cc 
cc 


cc 


„ Txvs you have a brief account of my firſt adventure. 
Play has hitherto favoured me; for, ſince my arrival, I 
have had, at one time, after paying all my expences, fifteen 
hundred louis d'ors. Fortune is now again become unfa- 


e vourable: we muſt mend her. Our caſh runs low; we muſt, 
© therefore, endeavour to recruit.” 
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NoTHiNG is more eaſy, ſaid Matta; it is only to find 


out ſuch another dupe as the horſe-dealer at Lyons; but now I 
think on it, has not the faithful Brinon ſome reſerve for the 
laſt extremity ? Faith the time is now come, and we cannot do 


better than to make uſe of it. 


Your raillery would be very ſeaſonable, ſaid the Chevalier, 
if you knew how to extricate us out of this difficulty. Vou 


muſt certainly have an overflow of wit, to be throwing it away 


upon every occaſion as at preſent. What the devil! will you 
always be bantering, without conſidering what a ſerious ſitu- 


ation we are reduced to. Mind what I ſay, Iwill go to-mor- 


row to the head quarters, I will dine with the Count de 


Cameran, and I will invite him to ſupper. Where? ſaid 


Matta. Here, ſaid the Chevalier. Vou are mad, my poor 
friend, replied Matta. This is ſome ſuch project as you form- 
ed at Lyons: you know we have neither money nor credit; 
and, to re-eſtabliſh our circumſtances, you intend to give a 
ſupper. | | 

Srupip fellow! ſaid the Chevalier, is it poſſible, that, 
ſo long as we have been acquainted, you ſhould have learned 
no more invention? The Count de Cameran plays at quinze, 
and ſo do I; we want money; he has more than he knows 
what to do with; I will beſpeak a ſplendid ſupper, he ſhall 


pay for it. Send your maitre dhotel to me, and trouble 


yourſelf no farther, except in ſome precautions, which it is 
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neceſſary to take on ſuch an occaſion. What are they? faid 
Matta. I will tell you, ſaid the Chevalier; for I find one muſt 
explain to you things that are as clear as noon-day. 

You command the guards that are here, don't you ? As 
ſoon as night comes on, you ſhall order fifteen or twenty men 
under the command of your ſerjeant La Place, to be under 
arms, and to lay themſelves flat on the ground; between this 
place and the head quarters. What the devil! cried Matta, 
an ambuſcade? God forgive me, I believe you intend to rob 
the poor Savoyard. If that be your intention, I declare I will 


have nothing to ſay to it. Poor devil! ſaid the Chevalier, 
the matter is this: it is very likely that we ſhall win his mo- 


ney. The Piedmonteſe, though otherwiſe good fellows, are 
apt to be ſuſpicious and diſtruſtful. He commands the horſe; 
you know you cannot hold your tongue, and are very likely 
to let ſlip ſome jeſt or other that may vex him. Should he 
take it into his head that he was cheated, and reſent it, who 
knows what the conſequences might be? for he is commonly 
attended by eight or ten horſemen. Therefore, however he 
may be provoked at his loſs, it is proper to be in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion as not to dread his reſentment. Y 

"EMBRACE me, my dear Chevalier, ſaid Matta, holding 
his ſides and laughing, embrace me, for thou art not to 
be matched. What a fool was I to think, when you talked to 
me of taking precautions, that nothing more was neceſſary 
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than to prepare a table and cards, or perhaps to provide ſome 
falſe dice. I ſhould never have thought of ſupporting a man 
who plays at quinze by a detachment of foot : I muſt, indeed, 
confeſs that you are already a great ſoldier. 


Tur next day every thing happened as the Chevalier de 
Grammont had planned it: the unfortunate Cameran fell 
into the ſnare. They ſupped in the moſt agreeable manner 


_ Poſſible : Matta drank five or fix bumpers to drown a few 


ſcruples, which made him ſomewhat uneaſy. The Chevalier de 


Grammont ſhone as uſual, and almoſt made his gueſt die with 


laughing, whom he was ſoon after to make very ſerious; and 
the good-natured Cameran eat like a man, whoſe affections 
were divided between good cheer and a love of play; that is to 
ſay, he hurried down his victuals, that he might not loſe any 
of the precious time which he had devoted to quinze. 

SUPPER being done, the ſerjeant La Place poſted his am- 
buſcade, and the Chevalier de Grammont engaged his man. 
The perfidy of Ceriſe, and the high-crowned hat, were ſtill freſh 
in remembrance, and enabled him to get the better of a few 
grains of remorſe, and conquer ſome ſcruples which aroſe in 


his mind. Matta, unwilling to be a ſpectator of violated hoſpi- 
- tality, ſat down in an eaſy chair, in order to fall aſleep, while 


the Chevalier was ſtripping the poor Count of his money. 
Trey only ſtaked three or four piſtoles at firſt, juſt for 


amuſement; but Cameran having loſt three or four times, he 
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ſtaked high, and the game became ſerious. He ſtill loſt, and 
became outrageous ; the cards flew — the room, and the 
exclamations awoke Matta. 

As his head was heavy with ſleep, and hot with wine, he 
began to laugh at the paſſion of the Piedmonteſe, inſtead of 
conſoling him. Faith, my poor Count, ſaid he, if I was in 
your place, I would play no more. Why ſo? ſaid the other. I 
don't know, ſaid he, but my heart tells me that your ill-luck 
will continue. I will try that, ſaid Cameran, calling for 
freſh cards. Do ſo, ſaid Matta, and fell aſleep again: it was 
but for a ſhort time. All cards were equally unfortunate for 
the loſer. He held none but tens or court cards ; and if by 
chance he had quinze, he was ſure to be the younger hand, 
and therefore loſt it. Again he ſtormed. Did not I tell 
you ſo? ſaid Matta, ſtarting out of hisdleep. All your ſtorm- 
ing is in vain; as long as you play, you will loſe. Believe 
me, the ſhorteſt follies are the beſt. Leave off, for the devil 
take me, if it is poſſible for you to win. Why? ſaid Came- 
ran, who began to be impatient. Do you with to know ? 
ſaid Matta ; Why, faith, it is, becauſe we are cheating 
you. | £0 
© Taz Chevalier de Grammont, provoked at ſo ill-timed a 
| jeſt, more eſpecially as it carried along with it ſome appearance 
of truth; Mr. Matta, ſaid he, do you think it can be very 
agreeable for a man, who plays with ſuch ill-luck as the Count, 
to be peſtered with your inſipid jeſts? For my part, I am fo 
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weary of the game, that Iwould deſiſt immediately, if he was not 
ſo great a loſer. Nothing is more dreaded by a loſing gameſter, 
than ſuch a threat; and the Count, in a ſoftened tone, told 
the Chevalier, that Mr. Matta might ſay what he pleaſed, if it 
did not offend him; that, as to himſelf, it did not give him the 
ſmalleſt uneaſineſs. | 

THE Chevalier de Grammont gave the Count far better 
treatment than he himſelf had experienced from the Swiſs at 
Lyons ; for he played upon credit as long as he pleaſed ; which 
Cameran took ſo kindly, that he loſt fifteen hundred piſtoles, 
and paid them the next morning. As for Matta, he was ſe- 
verely reprimanded for the intemperance of his tongue. All 
the reaſon he gave for his conduct was, that he made it a 
point of conſcience, not to ſuffer the poor Savoyard to be 
cheated, without informing him of it; beſides, ſaid he, it 
would have given me pleaſure to have ſeen my infantry en- 
gaged with his horſe, if he had been inclined to miſchief. - 

Tus adventure having recruited their finances, fortune 
favoured them the remainder of the campaign, and the Che- 
valier de Grammont, to prove that he had only ſeized upon 
the Count's effects by way of repriſal, and to indemnify him- 


ſelf for the loſſes he had ſuſtained at Lyons, began from this 


time to make the ſame uſe of his money, that he has been 
known to do ſince upon all occaſions. He found out the diſ- 
treſſed, in order to relieve them ; officers, who had loſt their 
equipage in the war, or their money at play; ſoldiers, who 
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were diſabled in the trenches; in ſhort, every one felt the in- 


fluence of his benevolence : but his manner of conferring a a 


favour exceeded even the favour itſelf. 

ExxxRx man, poſſeſſed of ſuch amiable qualities, muſt 
meet with ſucceſs in all his undertakings. The ſoldiers knew 
his perſon, and adored him. The generals were ſure to meet 

him in every ſcene of action, and ſought his company at other 
times. As ſoon as fortune declared for him, his firſt care was 
to make reſtitution, by deſiring Cameran to go his halves in 
all parties where the odds were in his favour. 

wo. Ax inexhauſtable fund of -vivacity and good-humour gave 
a certain air of novelty to whatever he either ſaid or did. I 
know not on what occaſion it was that Monſieur de Turenne, 
towards the end of the ſiege, commanded a ſeparate body. 
The Chevalier de Grammont went to viſit him at his new quar- 
ters, where he found fifteen or twenty officers. M. de Turenne 
was naturally fond of merriment, and the Chevalier's preſence 
was ſure to inſpire it. He was much pleaſed with this viſit, and, 
by way of acknowledgment, would have engaged him to play. 
The Chevalier de Grammont, in returning him thanks, ſaid, 
that he had learned from his tutor, that when a man went to 
ſe his friends, it was neither prudent to leave his own money 
behind him, nor civil to carry off theirs. Truly, ſaid Mon- 
ſieur de Turenne, you will find neither deep play, nor much 
money among us; but, that it may not be ſaid that we ſuffered 
you to depart without playing, let us ſtake every one a horſe. 
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Tur Chevalier de Grammont agreed. Fortune, who 
had followed him to a place where he did not think he ſhould 
have any need of her, made him win fifteen or fixteen horſes, 
by way of joke; but, ſeeing ſome countenances diſconcert- 
ed at the loſs, Gentlemen, ſaid he, I ſhould be ſorry to ſee 
you return on foot from your general's quarters ; it will be 
enough for me if you ſend me your horſes to-morrow, except 
one, which I give for the cards. 


THe valet-de-chambre thought he was bantering. I 
ſpeak ſeriouſly, ſaid the Chevalier, I give you a horſe for the 
cards; and what 1s more, take whichever you pleaſe, except 
my own. Truly, ſaid Monſieur de Turenne, I am vaſtly pleaſed 
with the novelty of the thing ; for I don't believe that. a horſe 
was ever before given for the cards. 


TRIN O ſurrendered at laſt. The Baron de Batteville, 
who had defended it valiantly, and for a long time, obtained a 
capitulation worthy of ſuch a reſiſtance. I do not know 
whether the Chevalier de Grammont had any ſhare in the 
capture of this place; but I know very well, that during a 
more glorious reign, and with armies ever victorious, his intre- 
pidity and addreſs have been the cauſe of taking others ſince, 
even under the eye of his maſter, as we ſhall ſee in the ſequel 
of theſe memoirs. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Mirrrary glory 1s at moſt but one half of the accom- 
pliſhments which diſtinguiſh heroes. Love muſt give the 
finiſhing ſtroke, and adorn their character by the difficulties 
they encounter, the temerity of their enterprizes, and finally, by 
the luſtre of ſucceſs. We have examples of this, not only in 
romances, but alſo in the genuine hiſtories of the moſt fa- 
mous warriors, and the moſt celebrated conquerors. 

Tu Chevalier de Grammont and Matta, who did not 
think much of theſe examples, were, however, of opinion, 
that it would be very agreeable to refreſh themſelves after the 
fatigues of the ſiege of Trino, by forming ſome other ſieges, at 
the expence of the beauties and the huſbands of Turin. As the 
campaign had finiſhed early, they thought they ſhould have 
time to perform ſome exploits, before the bad weather re 
them to repaſs the mountains. 

Tuxv fallied forth, therefore, not unlike Amadis de 
Gaul, or Don Galaor, after they had been dubbed knights, 
eager in their ſearch after adventures in love, war, and en- 
chantments. They were greatly ſuperior to thoſe two bro- 
thers, who only knew how to cleave in twain giants, to break 
lances, and to carry off fair damſels behind them on horſe- 
back, without ſaying a ſingle word to them; whereas our 


1 „ — * 3 * _— 
4 * 
Py 
s 
- * wh oy 
7 
L 
* 
= 
' 
. 
N * 
1 
g AT 
5 r 
22 


| MAD 


8 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 31 


heroes were adepts at cards and dice, of which the others were 


totally ignorant. 


Trzy went to Turin, met with an agreeable reception, 
and were greatly diſtinguiſned at court. Could it be other- 
wiſe? They were young and handſome; they had wit at com- 
mand, and ſpent their money liberally. In what country will 
not a man ſucceed, poſſeſſing ſuch advantages? As Turin was 
at that time the ſeat of gallantry and of love, two ſtrangers of 
this deſcription, who were always cheerful, briſk, and n 
could not fail to pleaſe the ladies of the court. 

Trovcn the men of Turin were extremely handſome, 
they were not, however, poſſeſſed of the art of pleaſing. They 
treated their wives with reſpe&t, and were courteous to 
ſtrangers. Their wives, ſtill more handſome, were full as 
courteous to ſtrangers, and leſs reſpectful to their huſbands. 
Mapa ROYALE, a worthy daughter of Henry IV., ren- 
dered her little court the moſt agreeable in the world. She 
inherited ſuch of her father's virtues, as compoſe the proper 
ornament of her ſex: and with regard to what are termed 
the foibles of great A — Highneſs had i in no wiſe * 
nerated. 

Tux Count de Tanes was her prime miniſter. It was not 
difficult to conduct affairs of ſtate during his adminiſtration. 
No complaints were alleged againſt him ; and the Princeſs, 
ſatisfied with his conduct herſelf, was, above all, glad tohave her 
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choice approved by hes whole court, where people lived nearly 


according to the manners and cuſtoms of ancient chivalry. 
Tux ladies had each a profeſſed lover, for faſhion's ſake, 
beſides volunteers, whoſe number was unlimited. 'The de- 
clared admirers wore their miſtreſſes' liveries, their arms, and 
ſometimes even took their names. Their office was, never 


to quit them in public, and never to approach them in private; 


to be their {quires upon all occaſions, and, in juſts and tourna- 


ments, to adorn their lances, their houſings, and their coats, 


with the cyphers and the colours of their dulcineas. 

Marr was far from being averſe to gallantry ; but 
would have liked it more ſimple than as it was practiſed at 
Turin. The ordinary forms would not have diſguſted him; 
but he found here a ſort of ſuperſtition in the ceremonies and 
worſtiip\of love, which he thought very inconſiſtent : however, 
as he had ſubmited his conduct in that matter to the direction 
of the Chevalier de Grammont, he was obliged to follow his 
example, and to conform to the cuſtoms of the country. 

Tux inliſted themſelves at the ſame time in the ſervice 
of two beauties, whoſe former ſquires gave them up immedi- 
ately, from motives of politeneſs. The Chevalier de Grammont 
choſe Mademoiſelle de Saint Germain, and told Matta to offer 
his ſervices to Madame de Senantes. Matta conſented, though 

he liked the other better; but the Chevalier de Grammont 
perſuaded him, that Madame de Senantes was more ſuitable for 
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him. As he had reaped advantage from the Chevalier's talents 
1n the firſt projects they had formed, he reſolved to follow his 
inſtructions in love, as he had done his advice in play. 
 MaADEMoISELLE de Saint Germain was in the bloom of 
youth; her eyes were ſmall, but very bright and ſparkling, and 
hike her hair were black; her complexion was lively and clear, 
though not fair : ſhe had an agreeable mouth, two fine rows of 
teeth, a neck as handſome as one could wiſh, and a moſt delight- 
ful ſhape; ſhe had a particular elegance in her elbows, which 
however ſhe did not ſhew to advantage; her hands were rather 
large and not very white, her feet though not of the ſmalleſt 
were well ſhaped; ſhe truſted to Providence, and uſed no art 
to ſet off thoſe graces which ſhe had received from nature ; 
but notwithſtandin g her negligence in the embelliſhment of 
her charms, there was ſomething ſo lively in her perſon, that 
the Chevalier de Grammont was caught at firſt ſight; her wit 
and humour correſponded with her other qualities, being quite 
eaſy and perfectly charming; ſhe was all mirth, all life, all 
complaiſance and politeneſs, and all was natural, and always 


the ſame without any variation. 

Tur Marchioneſs de Senantes was eſteemed fair, and he 
might have enjoyed, if ſhe had pleaſed, the reputation of having 
red-hair, had ſhe not rather choſen to conform to the taſte of 
the age in which ſhe lived, than to follow that of the Ancients : 
ſhe had all the advantages of red-hair without any of the incon- 
veniences; a conſtant attention to her perſon ſerved as a correc- 
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tive to the natural defects of her complexion. After all, what 
does it ſignify, whether cleanlineſs be owing to nature or to 
art: it argues an invidious temper, to be very inquiſitive 
about it. She had a great deal of wit, a good memory, more 
reading, and a ſtill greater inclination towards tenderneſs. 
Su had a huſband, whom it would have been criminal 
even in chaſtity to ſpare. He piqued himſelf upon being a 
Stoic, and gloried in being ſlovenly and diſguſting in honor of 
his profeſſion. In this he ſucceeded to admiration; for he was 
very fat, ſo that he perſpired almoſt as much in winter as in 
ſummer. Erudition and brutality ſeemed to be the moſt con- 
ſpicuous features of his character, and were diſplayed in his 
converſation, ſometimes together, ſometimes alternately, but 
always diſagreeably: he was not jealous, and yet he was trou- 
bleſome; he was very well pleaſed to ſee attentions paid to his 
wife, provided more were paid to him. 
As ſoon as our adventurers had declared themſelves, the 
Chevalier de Grammont arrayed himſelf in green habiliments, 
and dreſſed Matta in blue, theſe being the favourite colours 
of their new miſtreſſes. They entered immediately upon 
duty: the Chevalier learned and practiſed all the ceremonies 
of this ſpecies of gallantry, as if he always had been accuſ- 
tomed to them; but Matta commonly forgot one half, and 
was not over perfect in practiſing the other. He never could 


remember, that his office was to promote the glory, and not 
the intereſt, of his miſtreſs. 
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Tur Ducheſs of Savoy gave the very next day an enter- 
tainment at la Venerie, where all the ladies were invited. The 
Chevalier was ſo agreeable and diverting, that he made his 
miſtreſs almoſt die with laughing. Matta, in leading his lady 
to her coach, ſqueezed her hand, and at their return from the 
promenade he begged of her to pity his ſufferings. This was 
proceeding rather too precipitately, and although Madame de 
Senantes was not deſtitute of the natural compaſſion of her 
ſex, ſhe nevertheleſs was ſhocked at the familiarity of this 
treatment; ſhe thought herſelf obliged to ſhew ſome degree of 
reſentment, and pulling away her hand, which he had preſſed 
with ſtill greater fervency upon this declaration, ſhe went up 
to the royal apartments without even looking at her new lover. 
Matta, never thinking that he had offended her, ſuffered her to 
go, and went in ſearch of ſome company to ſup with him: 
nothing was more eaſy for a man of his diſpoſition; he ſoon 
found what he wanted, ſat a long time at table to refreſh him- 
ſelf after the fatigues of love, and went to bed completely ſatis- 
| fied that he had performed his part to perfection. 188 

DuRinG all this time the Chevalier de Grammont acquit- 
ted himſelf towards Mademoiſelle de Saint Germain with uni- 
verſal applauſe; and without remitting his aſſiduities, he found 
* means to ſhine, as they went along, in the relation of a thou- 
ſand entertaining anecdotes, which he introduced in the gene- 
ral converſation. Her Royal Highneſs heard them with plea- 
ſure, and the ſolitary Senantes likewiſe attended to them. He 
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tive to the natural defects of her complexion. After all, what 
does it ſignify, whether cleanlineſs be owing to nature or to 
art: it argues an invidious temper, to be -very inquiſitive 
about it. She had a great deal of wit, a good memory, more 
reading, and a ſtill greater inclination towards tenderneſs. 
Sur had a huſband, whom it would have been criminal 
even in chaſtity to ſpare. He piqued himſelf upon being a 
Stoic, and gloried in being ſlovenly and diſguſting in honor of 
his profeſſion. In this he ſucceeded to admiration; for he was 
very fat, ſo that he perſpired almoſt as much in winter as in 
ſummer. Erudition and brutality ſeemed to be the moſt con- 
ſpicuous features of his character, and were diſplayed in his 
converſation, ſometimes together, ſometimes alternately, but 
always diſagreeably: he was not jealous, and yet he was trou- 
bleſome; he was very well pleaſed to ſee attentions paid to his 
wife, provided more were paid to him. 
As ſoon as our adventurers had declared n the 
Chevalier de Grammont arrayed himſelf in green habiliments, 
and dreſſed Matta in blue, theſe being the favourite colours 


of their new miſtreſſes. They entered immediately upon 


duty: the Chevalier learned and practiſed all the ceremonies 
of this ſpecies of gallantry, as if he always had been accuſ- 
tomed to them; but Matta commonly forgot one half, and 
was not over perfect in practiſing the other. He never could 


remember, that his office was to promote the glory, and not 
the intereſt, of his miſtreſs. 
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Tur Ducheſs of Savoy gave the very next day an enter- 
tainment at la Venerie, where all the ladies were invited. The 
Chevalier was ſo agreeable and diverting, that he made his 
miſtreſs almoſt die with laughing. Matta, in leading his lady 
to her coach, ſqueezed her hand, and at their return from the 
promenade he begged of her to pity his ſufferings. This was 
proceeding rather too precipitately, and although Madame de 
Senantes was not deſtitute of the natural compaſſion of her 
ſex, ſhe nevertheleſs was ſhocked at the familiarity of this 
treatment; ſhe thought herſelf obliged to ſhew ſome degree of 
reſentment, and pulling away her hand, which he had preſſed 
with ſtill greater fervency upon this declaration, ſhe went up 
to the royal apartments without even looking at her new lover. 
Matta, never thinking that he had offended her, ſuffered her to 
go, and went in ſearch of ſome company to ſup with him: 
nothing was more eaſy for a man of his diſpoſition; he ſoon 
found what he wanted, ſat a long time at table to refreſh him- 
ſelf after the fatigues of love, and went to bed completely ſatis- 
| fied that he had performed his part to perfection. 

DvuRinG all this time the Chevalier de Grammont acquit- 
ted himſelf towards Mademoiſelle de Saint Germain with uni- 
verſal applauſe; and without remitting his aſſiduities, he found 
means to ſhine, as they went along, in the relation of a thou- 
ſand entertaining anecdotes, which he introduced in the gene- 
ral converſation. Her Royal Highneſs heard them with plea- 
ſure, and the ſolitary Senantes likewiſe attended to them. He 
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perceived this, and quitted his miſtreſs to enquire what ſhe had 


done with Matta. I! faid ſhe, I have done nothing with him; 
but, I don't know what he would not have done with me, if I 
had been obliging enough to liſten to his moſt humble ſolicita- 
tions; ſhe then told him in what manner his friend had treated 
her the very ſecond day of their acquaintance. 

Tux Chevalier could not forbear laughing at it: he told 
her Matta was rather too unceremonious, but yet ſhe would 
like him better as their intimacy more improved, and for her 
conſolation he aſſured her, that he would have ſpoken in the 
ſame manner to her Royal Highneſs herſelf; however, he would 
not fail to give him a ſevere reprimand. He went the next 
morning into his room for that purpoſe ; but Matta had gone 
out early in the morning on a ſhooting party, in which he had 
been engaged by his ſupper companions in the preceding even- 
ing. At his return he took a brace of partridges and went to 


his miſtreſs. Being aſked whether he wiſhed to ſee the Mar- 


quis: he ſaid no; and the Swiſs telling him his lady was not at 
home, he left his partridges, and deſired him to preſent them 
to his miſtreſs from him. 

Taz Marchioneſs was at her toilet, and was decorating her 
head with all the grace ſhe could deviſe to captivate Matta, at 


the moment he was denied admittance : ſhe knew nothing of 


the matter; but her huſband knew every particular. He had 
taken 1t in dudgeon, that the firſt viſit was not paid to him, and 


as he was reſolved that it ſhould not be paid to his wife, the 


. 
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Swiſs. had received. his orders, and had almoſt been beaten 
for receiving the preſent which had been left. The partridges 
however were immediately ſent back; and Matta, without ex- 
amining into the cauſe, was glad to have them again. He went 
to court without ever changing his clothes, or in the leaſt conſi- 
dering he ought not to appear there without his lady's colours. 
He found her becomingly dreſſed; her eyes appeared to him 
more than uſually ſparkling, and her whole perſon altogether 
divine. He began from that day to be much pleaſed with him- 
ſelf for his complaiſance to the Chevalier de Grammont ; how- 
ever he could not help remarking that ſhe looked but coldly 
upon him. This appeared to him a very extraordinary return 
for his ſervices, and, imagining that ſhe was unmindful of her 
weighty obligations to him, he entered into converſation with 
her, and ſeverely reprimanded her for having ſent back his 
partridges with ſo much indifference. 

Su did not underſtand what he meant; and highly 
offended that he did not apologize, after the reprimand which 
ſhe concluded him to have received, told him, that he cer- 
tainly had met with ladies of very complyuig diſpoſitions in 
his travels, as he ſeemed to give himſelf airs that ſhe was by 
no means accuſtomed to endure. Matta deſired to know, 
wherein he could be ſaid to have given himſelf any. Wherein? 
ſaid ſhe : the ſecond day that you honoured me with your at- 
tentions, you treated me as if I had been your humble ſervant 
for a thouſand years: the firſt time that I gave you my hand, 
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you ſqueezed it as violently as you were able. After this com- 
mencement of your courtſhip, I got into my coach, and you 


mounted your horſe ; but, inſtead of riding by the ſide of the 


coach, as any reaſonable gallant would have done, no ſooner 
did a hare ſtart from her form, than you immediately gal- 
lopped full ſpeed after her : having regaled yourſelf, during 
the promenade, by taking ſnuff, without ever deigning to 
beſtow a thought on me, the only proof you gave me, on 
your return, that you recollected me, was by ſoliciting me to 
ſurrender my reputation in terms polite enough, but very 
explicit. And now you talk to me of having been ſhooting 
of partridges, and of ſome viſit or other, which, I ſuppoſe, you 
have been dreaming of, as well as of all the reſt. 

Tux Chevalier de Grammont now advanced, to the inter- 
ruption of this whimſical dialogue. Matta was rebuked for 
his forwardneſs, and his friend took abundant pains to con- 
vince him, that his conduct bordered more upon inſolence 
than familiarity. Matta endeavoured to exculpate himſelf, 
but ſucceeded ill. His miſtreſs took compaſſion upon him, and 
conſented to admit his excuſes, for the manner, rather than 
his repentance for the fact, and declared, that it was the inten- 
tion alone, which could either juſtify or condemn, in ſuch 
caſes ; that it was very eaſy to. pardon thoſe tranſgreſſions 
which ariſe from exceſs of tenderneſs, but not ſuch as pro- 
ceeded from too great a preſumption of ſucceſs. Matta ſwore, 
that he only ſqueezed her hand from the violence of his paſ- 
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ſion, and that he had been driven, by neceſſity, to aſk her to 


relieve it; that he was yet a novice in the arts of ſolicitation ; 


that he could not poſſibly think her more worthy of his affec- 
tion, after a month's ſervice, than at the preſent moment ; and 
that he intreated her to caſt away an occaſional thought upon 
him when her leiſure admitted. The Marchioneſs was not of- 
fended: ſhe ſaw very well, that ſhe muſt not require an impli- 
cit conformity to the eſtabliſhed rule of decorum, when ſhe 
had to deal with ſuch a character; and the Chevalier de 
Grammont, after this ſort of reconciliation, went to look after 
his own affair with Mademoiſelle de St. Germain. | 
HIs concern was not the offspring of mere good nature, 
nay, it was the reverſe; for no ſooner did he perceive, that the 
Marchioneſs looked with an eye of favour upon him, than this 
conqueſt, appearing to him more eaſy than the other, he 
thought it was prudent. to take advantage of it, for fear of 
loſing the opportunity, and that he might not have ſpent all 


his time to no purpoſe, in caſe he ſhould prove unſucceſsful 


with the little Saint Germain. i 

In the mean time, in order to maintain that authority 
which he had uſurped over the conduct of his friend, he, that 
very evening, notwithſtanding what had been already ſaid, re- 


primanded him for preſuming to appear at court in his morn- 
ing ſuit, and without his miſtreſs's badge; for not having had 
the wit or prudence to pay his firſt viſit to the Marquis de Se- 


nantes, inſtead of conſuming his time to no purpoſe, in en- 
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quiries for the lady ; and, to conclude, he aſked him, what the 


devil he meant by preſenting her with a brace of miſerable red 


partridges. And why not? ſaid Matta : ought they to have 
been blue, too, to match the cockade and ſword-knots you 
made me wear the other day ? Plague not me with your non- 
ſenſical whimſies: my life on it, in one fortnight your equal 
in foppery and folly will not be found throughout the con- 
fines of Turin ; but, to reply to your queſtions, I did not call 


upon Monſieur de Senantes, becauſe I had nothing to do with 


him, and becauſe he is of a ſpecies of animals which I diſlike, 

and always ſhall diſlike : as for you, you appear quite charmed 
with being decked out in green ribbands, with writing letters 

to your miſtreſs, and filling your pockets with citrons, piſta- 
chios, and ſuch fort of ſtuff, with which you are always cram- 
ming your poor girl's mouth, in ſpite of her teeth: you hope 
to ſucceed by chanting ditties, compgſed in the days of Cor- 
riſande and of Henry IV. which you will ſwear yourſelf 
have made upon her: happy in practiſing the ceremonials 
of gallantry, you have no ambition for the eſſentials. Very 
well : every one has a particular way of acting, as well as a 
particular taſte : your's 1s to trifle in love; and, provided 
you can make Mademoiſelle de St. Germain laugh, you are ſa- 
tisfied : as for my part, I am perſuaded, that women here are 
made of the ſame materials as in other places; and I do not 
think that they can be mightily offended, if one ſometimes 
leaves off trifling, to come to the point : however, if the Mar- 
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chioneſs is not of this way of thinking, ſhe may e'en provide 
| herſelf elſewhere; for I can aſſure her, that I ſhall not long 
act the part of her ſquire. 

Tus was an unneceſſary menace; for the Marchioneſs in 
reality liked him very well, was nearly of the ſame way of 
thinking herſelf, and wiſhed for nothing more than to put his 
gallantry to the teſt; but Matta proceeded upon a wrong 
plan: he had conceived ſuch an averſion for her huſband, that 
he could not prevail upon himſelf to make the ſmalleſt advance 
towards his good graces. He was given to underſtand, that 
he ought to begin by endeavouring to lull the dragon to ſleep, 
before he could gain poſſeſſion of the treaſure ; but this was 
all to no purpoſe, though, at the ſame time, he could never ſee 
his miſtreſs but in public. This made him impatient, and as 
he was lamenting his 1ll-fortune to her one day: Have the 
«© goodneſs, madam, ſaid he, to let me know where you live: 
« there is never a day that I do not call upon you, at leaſt, 
ce three or four times, without ever being bleſſed with a 
* ſight of you. I generally ſleep at home, replied ſhe, laugh- 
« ing; but I muſt tell you, that you will never find me 
e there, if you do not firſt pay a viſit to the Marquis: I am 
* not miſtreſs of the houſe. I do not tell you, continued ſhe, 
that he is a man, whoſe acquaintance any one would very 
“ 1mpatiently covet for his converſation: on the contrary, 
« I agree that his humour is fantaſtical, and his manners not 
of the pleaſing caſt ; but there is nothing ſo ſavage and in- 
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* human, which a little care, attention, and complaiſance, 
e may not tame into docility. I muſt repeat to you ſome 
verſes upon the ſubject: I have got them by heart, becauſe 
they contain a little advice, which you may accommodate, 
if you you pleaſe, to your own caſe,” 


RONDEAU. 


KEEP in mind theſe maxims rare, 
You who hope to win the fair; 
Who are, or would eſteemed be, 
The quinteſſence of gallantry. 


That fopp'ry, grinning, and grimace, 
And fertile ſtore of common-place ; 
That oaths as falſe as dicers ſwear, 
And iv'ry teeth, and ſcented hair; 
That trickets, and the pride of dreſs, 
Can only give your ſcheme ſucceſs, 


Keep in mind. 


Has thy charmer e'er an aunt? 

Then learn the rules of woman's cant, 
And forge a tale, and ſwear you read it, 
Such as, ſave woman, none would credit: 
Win o'er her confidante and pages, 


By gold, for this a golden age is; 
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And ſhould it be her wayward fate, 
To be incumbered with a mate, 

A dull, old dotard ſhould he be, 
That dullneſs claims thy courteſy, 


Keep in mind. 


TRruLy, ſaid Matta, the ſong may ſay what it pleaſes, 
but I cannot put it in practice: your huſband is far too exqui- 
fite a monſter for me. Why, what a plaguy odd ceremony do 
you require of us in this country, if we cannot pay our 
compliments to the wife without being in love with the 
huſband. 

Tun Marchioneſs was much offended at this anſwer; and 
as ſhe thought ſhe had done enough in pointing out to him the 
path which would conduct him to ſucceſs, if he had deſerved it, 
ſhe did not think it worth while to enter into any farther ex- 
planation ; ſince he refuſed to cede, for her ſake, fo trifling an 
objection : from this inſtant ſhe reſolved to have done with him. 

THz Chevalier de Grammont had taken leave of his miſ- 
treſs nearly at the ſame time: the ardour of his purſuit was ex- 


tinguiſhed. It was not that Mademoiſelle de Saint Germain was 


leſs worthy than hitherto of his attentions : on the contrary, 
her attractions viſibly increaſed : ſhe retired to her pillow with 
a thouſand charms, and ever roſe from it with additional beau- 
ty: the phraſe of increafing in beauty as ſhe increaſed in years, 
ſeemed to have been purpoſely made for her. The Cheva- 
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lier could not deny theſe truths, but yet he could not find his 
account in them: a little leſs merit, with a little leſs diſcretion, 
would have been more agreeable. He perceived that ſhe atten- 
ded to him with pleaſure, that ſhe was diverted with his ſtories 
as much as he could wiſh, and that ſhe received his billets and 
preſents without ſcruple ; but then he alſo diſcovered that ſhe 


did not wiſh to proceed any farther. He had exhauſted every 


ſpecies of addreſs upon her, and all to no purpoſe : her atten- 
dant was gained: her family, charmed with the muſic of his 
converſation, and his great attention, were never happy without 
him: in ſhort, he had reduced to practice the advice contained 
in the Marchioneſs's ſong, and every thing conſpired to deliver 
the little Saint Germain into his hands, if the little Saint Ger- 
main had herſelf been willing; but alas! ſhe was not inclined. 
It was in vain, he told her that the favour he deſired would 
coſt her nothing; and that ſince theſe treaſures were rarely 
compriſed in the fortune a lady brings with her in marriage, 
ſhe would never find any perſon, who, by unremitting tender- 
neſs, unwearied attachment, and inviolable ſecrecy would prove 
more worthy of them than himſelf. He then told her, no 
huſband was ever able to convey a proper idea of the ſweets of 
love, and that nothing could be more different than the paſ- 
ſionate fondneſs of a lover, always tender, always affectionate, 
yet always reſpectful, and the careleſs indifference of a huſband. 
- _- MAapeEMoIsELLE de Saint Germain, not wiſhing to take 
the matter in a ſerious light, that ſhe might not be forced to 
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reſent it, anſwered; that ſince it was generally the cuſtom in 
her country to marry, ſhe thought it was right to conform to 


it, without entering into the knowledge of thoſe diſtinctions, 
and thoſe marvellous particulars which ſhe did not very well 
underſtand, and of which ſhe did not wiſh to have any further 
explanation; that ſhe had ſubmitted to liſten to him this one 
time, but defired he would never ſpeak to her again in the ſame 
ſtrain, ſince ſuch ſort of converſation was neither entertaining 
to her, nor could be ſerviceable to him. Though no one was. 
ever more facetious than Mademoiſelle de Saint Germain, ſhe 
yet knew how to aſſume a very ſerious air, whenever occaſion 
required it. The Chevalier de Grammont ſoon ſaw that ſhe 
was in earneſt; and finding it would coſt him a great deal of 
time to effect a change in her ſentiments, he was ſo far cooled 
in this purſuit, that he only made uſe of it to hide the deſigns 
he had upon the Marchioneſs de Senantes. 

He found this lady much diſguſted at Matta's want of 
complaiſance; and his ſeeming contempt for her, eraſed every 
favorable impreſſion which ſhe had once entertained for him. 
While ſhe was in this humour, the Chevalier told her, that her 
reſentment was juſt; he exaggerated the loſs which his friend 
had ſuſtained; he told her that her charms were a thouſand 
times ſuperior to thoſe of the little Saint Germain, and requeſ- 
ted that favour for himſelf which his friend did not deſerve. 
He was ſoon favorably heard upon this topic; and as ſoon as 
they were agreed, they conſulted upon two meaſures neceſſary 
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to be taken, the one to deceive her huſband, the other his 
friend, which was not very difficult: Matta was not at all 
ſuſpicious; and the ſtupid Senantes, towards whom the 
Chevalier had already behaved, as Matta had refuſed to do, 
could not be eaſy without him. This was much more than 
was wanted ; for as ſoon as ever the Chevalier was with the 
Marchioneſs, her huſband immediately joined them out of 
politeneſs; and on no account would have left them alone 
together, for fear they ſhould grow weary of each other with- 
out him. | 

MaTTAa, who all this time was entirely ignorant that he 
was diſgraced, continued to ſerve his miſtreſs in his own way: 
ſhe had agreed with the Chevalier de Grammont, that to all 
appearance every thing ſhould be carried on as before; ſo that 
the court always believed, that the Marchioneſs only thought 
of Matta, and that the Chevalier was entirely devoted to Made- 
moiſelle de Saint Germain. 

Turk were very frequently little lotteries for trinkets: 
the Chevalier de Grammont always tried his fortune, and was 
ſometimes fortunate; and under pretence of the prizes he had 
won, he bought a thouſand things which he indiſcreetly gave 
to the Marchioneſs, and which ſhe ſtill more indiſcreetly accep- 
ted: the little Saint Germain very ſeldom received any thing. 
There are meddling whiſperers every where: remarks were made 
upon theſe proceedings; and the ſame perſon that made them, 
communicated them likewiſe to Mademoiſelle de Saint Germain. 
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She pretended to laugh, but in reality was piqued. It is a maxim 
religiouſly obſerved by the fair ſex, to envy each other thoſe in- 
dulgences which themſelves refuſe. She took this very ill of 
the Marchioneſs. On the other hand, Matta was aſked, if he 
was not old enough to make his own preſents himſelf to the 
Marchioneſs de Senantes, without ſending them by the Che- 
valier de Grammont. This rouſed him; for, of himſelf, he 
would never have perceived it: his ſuſpicions, however, were 
but ſlight, and he was willing to have them removed. I muſt 
confeſs, ſaid he to the Chevalier de Grammont, that they make 
love here quite in a new ſtyle: a man ſerves here without re- 
ward: he addreſſes himſelf to the huſband when he is in love 
with the wife, and makes preſents to another man's miſtreſs, 
to get into the good graces of his own. The Marchioneſs 
1s much obliged to you for It is you who are obliged, 
replied the Chevalier, ſince this was done on your account: I 
was aſhamed to find you had never yet thought of preſent- 
ing her with any trifling token of your attention : Do you 
know that the people of this court have ſuch extraordinary 
notions, as to think that it is rather owing to inadvertency 
that you never yet have had the ſpirit to make your miſtreſs the 
ſmalleſt preſent ? For ſhame! how ridiculous it is, that you 
can never think for yourſelf. | 

MaTTa took this rebuke, without making any anſwer, 
being perſuaded that he had in ſome meaſure deſerved it : 
| beſides, he was neither ſufficiently jealous, nor ſufficiently 
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amorous, to think any more of it; however, as it was neceſ- 
fary for the Chevalier's affairs, that Matta ſhould be acquaint- 
ed with the Marquis de Senantes, he plagued him ſo much 
about it, that at laſt he complied. His friend introduced him, 
and his miſtreſs ſeemed pleaſed with this proof of complaiſance, 
though ſhe was reſolved that he ſhould gain nothing by it; 
and the huſband, being gratified with a piece of civility which 
he had long expected, determined, that very evening, to give 
them a ſupper at a little country ſeat of his, on the banks of 
the river, very near the city. 
Tax Chevalier de Grammont anſwering for them both, 

accepted the offer ; and as this was the only one Matta would 
not have refuſed from the Marquis, he likewiſe conſented. 
The Marquis came to convey them in his carriage at the hour 
appointed ; but he found only Matta. The Chevalier had en- 
gaged himſelf to play, on purpoſe that they might go without 
him : Matta was for waiting for him, ſo great was his fear of 
being left alone with the Marquis; but the Chevalier having 
ſent to deſire them to go on before, and that he would be with 
them as ſoon as he had finiſhed his game, poor Matta was 
obliged to ſet out with the man, who, of all the world; was 
moſt offenſive to him. It was not the Chevalier's intention 
quickly to extricate Matta out of this embarraſſment : he no 
ſooner knew that they were gone, than he waited on the Mar- 
chioneſs, under pretence of ſtill finding her huſband, that 
they might all go together to ſupper. 
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Tux plot was in a fair way; and as the Marchioneſs was 
of opinion that Matta's indifference merited no better treat- 
ment from her, ſhe made no ſcruple of acting her part in it: 


ſhe therefore waited for the Chevalier de Grammont with 


intentions ſo much the more favorable, as ſhe had for a long 
time expected him, and had ſome curioſity to receive a viſit 
from him in the abſence of her huſband. We may therefore 
ſuppoſe that this firſt opportunity would not have been loſt, 
if Mademoiſelle de Saint Germain had not unexpectedly come 
in, almoſt at the ſame time with the Chevalier. 

Sur was more handſome and more entertaining that day, 
than ſhe had ever been before; however, ſhe appeared to them 
very ugly, and very tireſome : She ſoon perceived that her com- 
pany was diſagreeable, and being determined that they ſhould 
not be out of humour with her for nothing, after having paſ- 
ſed above a long half hour in diverting herſelf with their un- 
eaſineſs, and in playing a thouſand monkey tricks, which ſhe 
plainly ſaw could never be more unſeaſonable, ſhe pulled off 
her hood, ſcarf, and all that part of her dreſs which ladies lay 
aſide, when in a familiar manner they intend to paſs the day 
any where. The Chevalier de Grammont curſed her in his 
heart, while ſhe continued to torment him for being in ſuch 
ill- humour in ſuch good company: At laſt the Marchioneſs, 
who was as much vexed as he was, ſaid rather drily, that ſhe 
was obliged to wait on her Royal Highneſs : Mademoiſelle de 
Saint Germain told her, that ſhe would have the honour to 
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accompany her, if it would not be diſagreeable: She took not 
the ſmalleſt notice of her offer; and the Chevalier, finding that 
it would be entirely uſeleſs to prolong his viſit at that time, 
retired with a good grace. 

As ſoon as he had left the houſe, he ſent one of his ſcouts 
to defire the Marquis to fit down to table with his company 
without waiting for him, becauſe the game might not perhaps 
be finiſhed ſo ſoon as he expected, but that he would be with 
him before ſupper was over. Having diſpatched this meſſen- 
ger, he placed a centinel at the Marchioneſs's door, in hopes 
that the tedious Saint Germain might go out before her ; but 
this was in vain, for his ſpy came and told him, after an hour's 
impatience and ſuſpenſe, that they were gone out together. He 
found there was no chance of ſeeing her again that day; every 
thing falling out contrary to his wiſhes : He was forced there- 
fore to leave the Marchioneſs, and go in queſt of the Marquis. 

WulI theſe things were going on in the City, Matta 
was not much diverted in the country : As he was prejudiced 
againſt the Marquis, all that he ſaid diſpleaſed him: He cur- 
ſed the Chevalier heartily for the tete-a-tete which he had pro- 
cured him; and he was upon the point of going away, when he 
found that he was to fit down to ſupper without any other 
company. | 

HoweEevER, as his hoſt was very choice in his entertain- 
ments, and had the beſt wine, and the beſt cook in all Piedmont, - 
the ſight of the firſt courſe appeaſed him ; and eating moſt 
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voraciouſly, without paying any attention to the Marquis, he 
| flattered himſelf that the ſupper would end without oy dif- 
pute; but he was miſtaken. 

Wuen the Chevalier de Grammont was at firſt endeavour- 
ing to bring about an intercourſe between the Marquis and 
Matta, he had given a very advantageous character of the lat- 
ter, to make the former more deſirous of his acquaintance; and 
in the diſplay of a thouſand other accompliſhments, knowing 
what an infatuation the Marquis had for the very name of 
Erudition, he had aſſured him that Matta was one of the moſt 
learned men in Europe. 

Tur Marquis, therefore, from the moment they ſat down 
to ſupper, had expected ſome ſtroke of learning from Matta, to 
bring his own into play; but he was much out in his reckon- 
ing: No one had read leſs, no one thought leſs, and no one 
had ever ſpoken ſo little at an entertainment as he had done: As 
he did not wiſh to enter into converſation, he opened his mouth 
only to eat, or aſk for wine. 

Tux other, being offended at a ſilence which appeared to 
him affected, and wearied with having uſeleſsly attacked him 
upon other ſubjects, thought he might get ſomething out of 
him by changing the diſcourſe to love and gallantry; and there- 
fore, to begin the ſubject, he accoſted him in this manner : 

* SINCE you are my wite's gallant—I! ſaid, Matta, who 
« wiſhed to carry it diſcreetly : thoſe who told you fo, told a 

damned lie. Zounds, fir, {aid the Marquis, you ſpeak in a 
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tone which does not at all become you; for I would have 
you to know, notwithſtanding your contemptuous airs, that 


the Marchioneſs de Senantes is perhaps as worthy of your 


attentions as any of your French ladies, and that I have 
known ſome greatly your ſuperiors, who have thought it an 
honour to ſerve her. Very well, ſaid Matta, I think ſhe is 
very deſerving, and fince you inſiſt upon it, I am her ſervant, 
and gallant to oblige you. | 

% You think perhaps, continued the other, that the 


ſame cuſtom prevails in this country as in your own, and 


that the ladies have lovers, with no other intentions than to 
grant them favours : Undeceive yourſelf if you pleaſe, and 
know likewiſe, that even if ſuch events were frequent in this 
court, I ſhould not be at all uneaſy. Nothing can be more 
civil, ſaid Matta, but wherefore would you not ? I will tell 
you why, replied he: I am well acquainted with the affec- 
tion my wife entertains for me: I am acquainted with her 


diſcretion towards all the world; and, what is more, I am 
acquainted with my own merit.” 
You have a moſt uncommon acquaintance then, replied 


Matta, I congratulate you upon it; I have the honour to drink 
it in a bumper. The Marquis pledged him; but ſeeing that 
the converſation dropped on their ceaſing to drink, after two 
or three healths, he wiſhed to make a ſecond attempt, and 
attack Matta on his ſtrong fide, that is to ſay, on his 


learning. 
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He deſired him, therefore, to tell him, at what time he 
thought the Allobroges came to ſettle in Piedmont. Matta, who 
wiſhed him and his Allobroges at the Devil, ſaid, that it muſt 
be in the time of the civil wars. I doubt that, ſaid the other. 
Juſt as you like, ſaid Matta. Under what conſulate ? replied the 
Marquis : Under that of the league, ſaid Matta, when the Gui- 
ſes brought the Lanſquenets into France'; but what the Devil 
does that ſignify ? 

Tung Marquis was tolerably warm, and naturally ſavage, 
ſo that God knows how the converſation would have ended, if 
the Chevalier de Grammont had not unexpectedly come in to 
appeaſe them. It was ſome time before he could find out what 
| their debate was; for the one had forgotten the queſtions, and 
the other the anſwers, which had diſobliged him, in order to 
reproach the Chevalier with his eternal paſſion for play, which 
made him always uncertain. The Chevalier, who knew that he 
was ſtill more culpable than they thought, bore it all with pati- 
ence, and condemned himſelf more than they deſired: This 

appeaſed them; and the entertainment ended with greater tran- 
quillity than it had begun: The converſation was again redu- 
ced to order; but he could not enliven it as he uſually did: 
He was in very ill humour, and as he preſſed them every minute 
to riſe from table, the Marquis was of opinion that he had loſt 
a great deal. Matta ſaid, on the contrary, that he had won; but 
for want of precautions had made perhaps an unfortunate 
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retreat, and aſked him if he had not ſtood in need of Serjeant 
La Place, with his ambuſcade. | 

THis piece of hiſtory was beyond the comprehenſion of 
the Marquis, and being afraid that Matta might explain it, 
the Chevalier changed the diſcourſe, and was for riſing from 
table . but Matta would not conſent to it. This effected a 
reconciliation between him and the Marquis, who thought 
this was a piece of civility intended for him; however, it was 
not for him, but for his wine, to which Matta had taken a * 
digious liking. | 

Tun Ducheſs, who knew the character of the 5 
was charmed with the account which the Chevalier de Gram- 
mont gave her of the entertainment and converſation: She ſent 
for Matta to know the truth of it from himſelf: He confeſſed, 
that before the Allobroges were mentioned the Marquis was 
for quarrelling with him, becauſe he was not in love with his 
wife. ü 

THrz1R acquaintance having begun in this manner, all the 
eſteem which the Marquis had formerly expreſſed for the Che- 
valier ſeemed now directed towards Matta : He went every day 
to pay Matta a viſit, and Matta was every day with his wife. 
This did not at all ſuit the Chevalier: He repented of his hav- 
ing chid Matta, whoſe aſſiduity now interrupted all his ſchemes ; 
and the Marchioneſs was ſtill more embarraſſed. Whatever 
wit a man may have, it will never pleaſe where his company 
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between the Marquis and Matta. For this purpoſe he put 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 55 


is diſliked ; and ſhe repented that ſhe had formerly been guilty 
of ſome trifling advances to him. 

Marr began to find charms in her perſon, and might 
have found the ſame in her converſation, if ſhe had been inclin- 
ed to diſplay them; but it is impoſſible to be in good humour 
with perſons who thwart our deſigns. While his paſſion 


increaſed, the Chevalier de Grammont was ſolely occupied in 


endeavouring to find out ſome method, by which he might 


accompliſh his intrigue ; and this was the ſtratagem which 


he put in execution, to clear the coaſt, by removing at one 
and the ſame time both the lover and the huſband. 

Hz told Matta, that they ought to invite the Marquis to 
ſupper at their lodgings, and he would take upon himſelf to 
provide every thing proper for the occaſion. Matta deſired to 
know if it was to play at quinze, and aſſured him that he 
ſhould take care to render abortive any intention he might 
have to engage in play, and leave him alone with the greateſt 
blockhead in all Europe. The Chevalier de Grammont did not 
entertain any ſuch thought, being perſuaded that it would be 
impoſſible to take advantage of any ſuch opportunity, in what- 
ever manner he might take his meaſures; and that they would 
ſeek for him in every corner of the City rather than allow him 
the leaſt repoſe : His whole attention was therefore employed 
in rendering the entertainment agreeable, in finding out means 
of prolonging it, in order ultimately to kindle ſome diſpute 
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himſelf in the beſt humour in the world, and the wine produ- 
ced the ſame effect on the reſt of the company. 

Tux Chevalier de Grammont expreſſed his concern, that 
he had not been able to give the Marquis a little concert, as 
he had intended in the morning ; for the muſicians had been 
all pre-engaged. Upon this the Marquis undertook to have 
them at his country-houſe the followimg evening, and invited 
the ſame company to ſup with him there. Matta aſked what 
the devil they wanted with muſic, and maintained, that it was 
of no uſe on ſuch occaſions, but for women who had ſome- 
thing to ſay to their lovers, while the fiddles prevented them 
from being overheard, or for fools who had nothing to ſay, 
when the muſic, ended. They ridiculed all his arguments: The 
party was fixed for the next day, and the muſic was voted by 
the majority of voices. The Marquis, to conſole Matta, as well 
as to do honour to the entertainment, toaſted a great many 
healths : Matta was more ready to liſten to his arguments on 
this topic than in a diſpute; but the Chevalier, perceiving that 
a little would irritate them, deſired nothing more earneſtly 
than to ſee them engaged in ſome new controverſy. It was in 
vain that he had from time to time ſtarted ſome ſubject of 
diſcourſe with this intention ; but having luckily thought of 
aſking what was his lady's maiden name, Senantes, who was 
a great genealogiſt, as all fools are who have good memories, 
immediately began by tracing out her family, by an endleſs 
confuſed ſtring of lineage. The Chevalier ſeemed to liſten 
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to him with great attention ; and perceiving that Matta 
was almoſt out of patience, he deſired him to attend to what 
the Marquis was ſaying, for that nothing could be more 
entertaining. All this may be very true, ſaid Matta ; but for 
my part, I muſt confeſs, if I were married, I ſhould rather 
chuſe to inform myſelf who was the real father of my children, 
than who were my wife's grandfathers. The Marquis ſmiling 
at his rudeneſs, did not leave off until he had traced back the 
anceſtors of his ſpouſe, from line to line, as far as Yolande de 
Senantes : After this, he offered to prove, in leſs than half 
an hour, that the Grammonts came originally from Spain. 
Very well, ſaid Matta, and pray what does it ſignify to us from 
whence the Grammonts are deſcended ? Do not you know, fir, 
that it is better to know nothing at all, than to know too 
much ? | 
Tus Marquis maintained the contrary with great 
warmth, and was preparing a formal argument, to prove 
that an ignorant man is a fool; but the Chevalier de Gram- 
mont, who was thoroughly acquainted with Matta, ſaw very 
clearly that he would ſend the logician to the Devil, before 
he ſhould ever arrive at the concluſion of his ſyllogiſm: For 
which reaſon, interpoſing as ſoon as they began to raiſe their 
voices, he told them, it was ridiculous to quarrel about an 
affair in itſelf ſo trivial, and treated the matter in a ſerious 
light, that it might make the greater impreſſion. Thus ſupper 
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terminated peaceably, owing to the care he took to ſuppreſs all 
diſputes, and to ſubſtitute plenty of wine in their ſtead. 

Tun next day Matta went to the chaſe, the Chevalier de 
Grammont to the bagnio, and the Marquis to his country 
houſe : while the latter was making the neceſſary preparations 
for his gueſts, not forgetting the muſic, and Matta purſuing | 
his game to get an appetite, the Chevalier was meditating on 
the execution of his project. 

As ſoon as he had regulated his plan of operations in his 
own mind, he privately ſent anonymous intelligence to the 
officer of the guard at the palace, that the Marquis de Senan- 
tes had had ſome words with Monſieur de Matta the preceding 
night at ſupper, that the one had gone out in the morning, 


and that the other could not be found in the city. 


Mapa Roiale alarmed at this advice, immediately ſent 
for the Chevalier de Grammont : He appeared ſurprized when 
her Highneſs mentioned the affair : he confeſſed indeed that 
ſome high words had paſſed between them, but that he did 
not believe either of them would have remembered them the 
next day. He faid, that if no miſchief had yet taken place, the 
beſt way would be to ſecure them both until the morning, 
and that if they could be found, he would undertake to recon- 
cile them, and to obliterate all grievances : in this there was 
no great difficulty, On enquiry at the Marquis's, they were 
informed that he was gone to his country-houſe : There cer- 
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tainly he was, and there they found him ; the officer put him 
under an arreſt, without aſſigning any reaſon for ſo doing, and 
left him in very great ſurprize. — — ä 
IMMEDIATELY upon Matta's return from hunting, her 
Royal Highneſs ſent the ſame officer to deſire him to give her 
his word that he would not ſtir out that evening. This com- 
pliment very much ſurprized him, more particularly as no rea- 
ſon was aſſigned for it. He was expected at a good entertain- 
ment, he was dying with hunger, and nothing appeared to him 
more unreaſonable than to oblige him to ſtay at home, in a 
ſituation like the preſent ; but he had given his word, and not 
knowing to what this might tend, his. only reſource was to 
fend for his friend; but his friend did not come to him until 
his return from the country. He had there found the Mar- 
quis in the midſt of his fiddlers, and very much vexed to find 
himſelf a priſoner in his own houſe on account of Matta, 
whom he was waiting for in order to feaſt him: He complained 
of him bitterly to the Chevalier de Grammont: He ſaid that he 
did not believe that he had offended him ; but that ſince he 
was very deſirous of a quarrel, he deſired the Chevalier to ac- 
quaint him, if he felt the leaſt diſpleaſure on the preſent occa- 
ſion, he ſhould, on the very firſt opportunity, receive what is 
called ſatisfaction. The Chevalier de Grammont aſſured him, 
that no ſuch thought had ever entered the mind of Matta; 
that on the contrary he knew, that he very greatly eſteemed 
him; that all this could alone riſe from the extreme tenderneſs 
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of his lady, who being alarmed upon the report of the ſervants 
who waited at table, muſt have gone to her Royal Highneſs, 
in order to prevent any unpleaſant conſequences ; that he 
thought this the more probable, as he had often told the Mar- 
chioneſs, when ſpeaking of Matta, that he was the beſt ſwordſ- 
man in France ; for in truth the poor gentleman had never 
fought without having the misfortune of killing his man. 
Tax Marquis being a little pacified, ſaid, he was very 
much obliged to him, that he would ſeverely chide his wife for 
her unſeaſonable tenderneſs, and that he was extremely deſi- 


rous of again enjoying the pleaſure of his dear friend Matta's 


company. 

Taz Chevalier de Grammont aſſured him that he would 
uſe all his endeavours for that purpoſe, and at the ſame time 
gave ſtrict charge to his guard not to let him eſcape without 
orders from the Court, as he ſeemed fully bent upon fight- 


ing, and they would be reſponſible for him: there was no oc- 


caſion to ſay more to have him ſtrictly watched, though there 
was no neceſſity for it. 

Ox being thus ſafely lodged, his next ſtep was to hve 
the other : He returned immediately to town ; and as ſoon as 


Matta ſaw him: What the devil, ſaid he, is the meaning of 


e this farce which I am obliged to act? for my part I cannot 
4 underſtand the fooliſh cuſtoms of this country : How comes 
it that they make me a priſoner upon my parole? How 
* comes it, ſaid the Chevalier de Grammont, it is becauſe 
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« you yourſelf are far more unaccountable than all their cuſ- 
toms : You cannot help diſputing with a peeviſh fellow, 
whom you ought only to laugh at : Some officious footman 
* has no doubt been talking of your laſt night's diſpute : You 
« were ſeen to go out of town in the morning, and the Mar- 
« quis ſoon after: Was not this ſufficient to make her Royal 
* Highneſs think herſelf obliged to take theſe precautions? The 
Marquis is in cuſtody; they have only required your parole; 
e ſo far therefore, from taking the affair in the ſenſe you do, I 
« ſhould ſend very humbly to thank her Highneſs for the 
« kindneſs which ſhe has manifefted towards you, in putting 
« you under arreſt, fince it is only on your account that ſhe 
< intereſts herſelf in the affair. I ſhall take a walk to the pa- 
lace, where I will endeavour to unravel this myſtery : In the 
mean time, as there 1s but little probability that the matter 
* ſhould be ſettled this evening, you would do well to order 
« ſupper ; for I ſhall come back to you immediately.” 
MaTrTa charged him not to fail to expreſs to her Royal 
Highneſs the grateful ſenſe he had of her favor, though in 
truth he as little feared the Marquis, as he loved him; and it 


is impoſſible to expreſs the degree of his fortitude in ſtronger 


terms. 


Tur Chevalier de Grammont returned in about half an 
hour, with two or three gentlemen whom Matta had got ac- 


quainted with at the chaſe, and who, upon the report of the 


quarrel, waited upon him, and each offered him ſeparately his 


* 


62 "MEMOIRS Or COUNT GRAMMONr. 


ſervices againſt the unaſſiſted and pacific Marquis. Matta 
having returned them his thanks, inſiſted upon their ſtaying 
ſupper, and put on his robe de chambre. 
| As ſoon as the Chevalier de Grammont perceived that 
every thing coincided with his wiſhes, and that towards the 
end of the entertainment the toaſts went merrily round, he knew 
he was ſure of his man till next day: Then taking him aſide, 
with the permiſſion of the company, and making uſe of a falſe 
confidence in order to diſguiſe a real treachery, he acquainted . 
him, after having ſworn him ſeveral times to ſecrecy, that he 
had at laſt prevailed upon the little Saint Germain to grant him 
an interview that night; for which reaſon he would take his 
leave, under pretence of going to play at Court; he therefore 
defired him fully to ſatisfy the company that he would not have 
left them on any other account, as the Piedmonteſe are natu- 
rally miſtruſtful. Matta promiſed he would manage this point 
with diſcretion; that he would make an apology for him, and 
that there was no occaſion for his perſonally taking leave: Then, 
after congratulating him upon the happy poſture of his affairs, 
he ſent hum away with all the expedition and ſecrecy imaginable; 
_ ſo great was his fear leſt his friend ſhould loſe the preſent op- 
portunity. 5 | 
MaTTA then returned to the company, much pleaſed 
with the confidence which had been placed in him, and with 
the ſhare he had in the ſucceſs of this adventure : He put him- 
ſelf into the beſt humour imaginable in order to divert the atten- 
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tion of his gueſts : He ſeverely ſatirized thoſe, whoſe rage for 
gaming induced them to ſacrifice to it every other conſideration : 
He loudly ridiculed the folly of the Chevalier upon this article, 
and ſecretly laughed at the credulity of the Piedmonteſe, whom 
he had deceived with ſo much ingenuity. 


Ir was late at night before the company broke up, and 


Matta went to bed, very well ſatisfied with what he had done 


for his friend; and, if we may credit appearances, this friend 


enjoyed the fruit of his perfidy. The amorous Marchioneſs 
received him like one who wiſhed to enhance the value of the 
favour ſhe beſtowed: Her charms were far from being 
neglected; and if there are any circumſtances in which we may 


| deteſt the traitor, while we profit by the treaſon, this was not 


one of them : And however ſucceſsful the Chevalier de Gram- 
mont was in his intrigues, it was not owing to him that the 


contrary was not believed; but be that as it may, being 
convinced, that in love whatever is gained by addreſs, is 


gained fairly, it does not appear that he ever ſhewed the 


| ſmalleſt degree of repentance for this trick. But it is now 


time for us to take him from the court of Savoy, to ſee him 
ſhine in that of France. 
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IHE Chevalier de Grammont, upon his return to France, ſuſ- 
tamed, with the greateſt ſucceſs, the reputation he had acquired 
abroad: Alert at play, active and vigilant in love; ſometimes 
ſucceſsful, and always feared, in his intrigues; in war alike 
prepared for the events of good or ill fortune; poſſeſſing an 
inexhauſtible fund of pleaſantry in the e and full of 
* and dexterity in the latte. 

Zxalousl y attached to the Prince de Conds from incli- 
nation, he Was a witneſs; and, if we may be allowed to ſay it, 
his companion, in the glory he had acquired at the celebrated 
battles of Lens, Norlinguen, and Fribourg; and the details he 
ſo frequently gave of them, were far from diminiſhing their 
luſtre - K „ . 8 . | 
So long as he had only ſome ſeruples of conſcience, and 
a thouſand intereſts to ſacrifice, he quitted all to follow a 
man, whom ſtrong motives and reſentments, which in ſome 
manner appeared excuſable, had withdrawn from the paths of 

rectitude: He adhered to him in his firſt diſgrace, with a con- 
| ſtancy of which there are few examples; but he could not 
ſubmit to the injuries which he afterwards received, and 


— — — öÆöʒO— 


———— teat - AO. 49-9 


K FELT OY Fe — — N * —— r ITnrent , L : JO 
** — — * — 2 * — 4 Fa ry 4 T # * — 
* 9 * * * —— . — * * — e — — . K r . of chin of aL ET; a 6 AT 
. — — ̃— — — — — — — —— — - 2 . _ 
— - . — — ty — — — —— — — — — — — , : 1 — . : 8 * 1 1 . 
8 — — — > nn net ——— — SYS — —— Cargo ———— 
— w> + AC — —ũ—ꝓß— "1" 0. 00 as ——ů— — ä—z—L—V̊—— ͤ—— <a ret 2 OG = _—_— - — * 


r IT tpoe* Are. © 00067 EOS — — — — Cows — — \ Ae — — — — — — n — EY o ——— 


ha 


. 


Tae, 


DT 


Ls PRINCK DE CON DE,. 


” 
IE oe A ARG ES CFE > + % . 
2 ee 979 q MA de ee eee gere ner: 
E 
4 
5 * 
. 
TA 
7 
* 
3 
» 
l 
x 
8 
f 
J 
. 
: 
* . 
, 
' 
0 
- 
» . 
© , 
. 
ol » 
. * 
d 1 
of , 
; 
/ — 
0 
* * 
* 
M * 
* 
\ R 
F 4 
. 
1 0 
N . 
„ 
o . 
* Ka F 
” * 
0 
” 
" 
” 
. 
. 
. 
* 
% 
q 
MP 
« 
1 * 2 
N « 
* — — — - Wi 4 
\ ” 


- 
of 
+I 
FN 
> 
nl 
1 
* 
8 
* 
* 
9 
3 
= 
We 
£Y 
ö = 
1 
* 
"hs 
+ kai 
2 
Fe.” 
* 
<8 
* 
8 
* 
5 8 
* 
c 
I 


the commencement of her regency, endeavoured by lenient 
meaſures to conciliatè the minds of the people. The policy of 
the miniſter was neither ſanguinary nor revengeful: His favo- 
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which ſach an inviolable attachment ſo little merited. There- 


fore, without fearing any reproach for a conduct which ſuffi- 
ciently juſtified itſelf, as he had formerly deviated from his 
duty, by entering into the ſervice of the Prince de Conde, he 
thought he had a right to leave him to return again to his duty. 


His peace was ſoon made at Court, where many, far 


more culpable than himſelf, were immediately received into 
favor, when they deſired it: For the Queen, ſtill terrified at 
the dangers into which the civil wars had plunged the State at 


rite maxim was rather to appeaſe the minds of the diſcontented 
by lenity, than to have recourſe to violent meaſures; to be 
content with loſing nothing by the war, without being at the 
expence of gaining any advantage from the enemy ; to ſuffer 
his character to be very ſeverely handled, provided he could 


amaſs much wealth, and to ſpin out the minority to the greateſt 


poſlible extent. 


His vidity to heap. up riches was not alone coffins s to 
the thouſand different means, with which he was furniſhed by 


his authority, and the ſituation in which he was placed: 


His whole purſuit was gain: He was naturally fond of 
gaming ; but he only played: to enrich himſelf, and therefore, 
whenever he found an opportunity, he cheated. 
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As he found the Chevalier de Grammont poſſeſſed a great 
deal of wit, and a great deal of money, he was a man accord- 
ing to his wiſhes, and ſoon became one of his ſet. The Che- 
_ valier-ſoon perceived the artfulneſs and diſhoneſty of the Car- 
dinal, and thought it was allowable in him to put in practice 
thoſe talents which he had received: from nature, not only in his 
own defence, but even to attack him whenever an opportunity 
offered. This would certainly be the place to mention theſe 
. particulars; but who can deſcribe them with ſuch eaſe and 
elegance, as may be expected by thoſe who' have heard his own 
relation of them? Vain is the attempt to endeavour to tranſcribe 
- theſe entertaining anecdotes: Their ſpirit ſeems to evaporate 
_ upon'/paper;; and in whatever light they are expoſed, the deli- 
_ cacy of their colouring, and their beauty, is loſt. 

I is chen enough to ſay, that upon all occaſions where 
_ addreſs was reciprocally employed, the Chevalier gained the 
- kilvantage; and that if he paid his Court badly to the miniſter, 
be had the conſolation to find, that thoſe who ſuffered them- 

| " Elves to be cheated, inthe end gained no great advantage from 

- their complaiſance; for they always continued in an abject 
fubmiſſion, while the Chevalier de Grammont; on a thouſand 


different occaſions, never put himſelf under the leaſt reſtraint. 
Of which the following is one inſtance : | 


Tux Spaniſh army, commanded by the Prince de Conde 
and the Archduke, beſieged Arras. The Court was advanced 
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as far as Peronne. The enemy, by the capture of this place, 
would have procured a reputation for their army, of which 
they were in great need; as the French, for a conſiderable 
time paſt, had evinced a ſuperiority in every engagement. 
Tur Prince ſupported a tottering party, as far as their 
uſual inactivity and irreſolution permitted him; but as in the 
events of war it is neceſſary to act independently on ſome occa- 
ſions, which, if once ſuffered to eſcape, can never be retrieved; 
for want of this power it frequently happened that his great 
abilities were of no avail. The Spaniſh infantry had never re- 
covered itſelf ſince the battle of Rocroy; and he who had 
ruined them by that victory, by fighting againſt them, was the 
only man who now, by commanding their army, was capable 


of repairing the miſchief he had done them. But the jealouſy | 
of the generals, and the diſtruſt attendant upon their counſels, 


tied up his hands. 


NEveRTHELESs the ſiege of Arras was cnet carried 


on. The Cardinal was very ſenſible how diſhonourable it 
would be to ſuffer this place to be taken under his noſe, and 
almoſt in ſight of the king. On the other hand, it was very 
hazardous to attempt its relief, the Prince de Conde being a 
man who never neglected the ſmalleſt precaution for the ſecu- 


rity of his lines: And if lines are attacked, and not forced, the 


greateſt danger threatens the aſſailants. For the more furious 
the aſſault, the greater is the diſorder in the retreat ; and no 


man in the world knew ſo well as the Prince de Conde how to 
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make the beſt uſe of an advantage. The army, commanded by. 
Monſieur de Turenne, was conſiderably weaker than that of the 
enemy; it was likewiſe the only reſource they had to depend 
upon. If this army was defeated, the loſs of Arras was not he 
only misfortune to be dreaded. 

Tux Cardinal, whoſe genius was ty adapted to ſuch 
junctures where deceitful negociations could extricate him out 
of difficulties; - was filled with terror at the ſight of imminent 
danger, or of a deciſive event: He was of opinion to lay ſiege 
to ſome other place, the capture of which might prove an in- 
demnification for the loſs of Arras; but Monſieur de Turenne, 
who was altogether of a different opinion from the Cardinal, re- 
ſolved to march towards the enemy, and did not acquaint him 
with his intentions. until he was upon his march. The Courier 
arrived in the midſt of his diſtreſs, and redoubled his appre- 
henſions and alarms ; but there was then no remedy. 

Tux Marſhal, whoſe great reputation had gained him the 
confidence of the troops, had determined upon his meaſures 
before an expreſs order from the Court could prevent him. 
This was one of thoſe occaſions, in which the difficulties you 


encounter heighten the glory of ſucceſs. Though the Gene- 


rat's capacity, in ſome meaſure, afforded comfort to the Court, 
they nevertheleſs were upon the eve of an event, which in one 
way or other muſt terminate both their hopes and their fears: 


While the reſt of the Courtiers were giving various opinions 
concerning the iſſue, the Chevalier de Grammont determined 
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to be an eye-witneſs of it ; a reſolution which greatly ſurpriſed 
the court; for thoſe, who had ſeen as many actions as he had, 
ſeemed to be exempted from ſuch eagerneſs; but it was in 
vain that his friends oppoſed his. reſolutions. . N 8 

Tux king was pleaſed with his intention; and the: queen 
appeared no leſs ſatisſied. He aſſured her, chat he would 


bring her good news; and ſhe promiſed to embrace him, if 


he was as good as his Word! The Cardinal made the ſame 
promiſe: To the latter, however; he did not pay much attention; 
yet he believed it NOS: becaule 1 the: E of it ne 
coſt him nothing. Sa ton xs . 


He ſet out in the duſk ut the: evening with clin view | 
Monſieur de Turenne had ſent” expreſs to their Majeſties: 
The Duke of York; and the Marquis d' Humieres, commanded 
under the Matſhal : The latter was upon duty when the Che- 
valier arrived, it- being ſcarce daylight. The Duke of Vork i 


did not at firſt. recolle& him; but the Marquis d' Humieres, 
running to him with open arms, I thought, ſaid he, if any 


<« man came from court to pay us a viſit upon ſuch an occaſion 
« as this, it would be the Chevalier de Grammont. Well, 


e continued he, what are they doing at Peronne? They are 
ein great conſternation, replied the Chevalier. And what 


« do they think of us? They think, ſaid he, that if you 
« beat the Prince, you will do no more than your duty; if you | 


<« are beaten, they will think you fools and madmen, thus to 
« have riſqued every thing, without conſidering the conſe- 
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ce quences. Truly, ſaid the Marquis, you bring us very com- 
* fortable news: Will you now go to Monſieur de Turenne's 
bo, quarters, to acquaint him with it; or will you chooſe ra- 
ce ther to repoſe yourſelf in mine? for you have been riding 
<« poſt all laſt night, and perhaps did not experience much 
< reſt in the preceding. Where have you heard, that the Che- 
te valier de Grammont had ever any occaſion for ſleep? replied 
e he: only order me a horſe, that I may have the honour to 
ce attend the Duke of York; for, moſt likely, he is not in the 
<« field ſo early, except to viſit ſome poſts.” Ty 

Tur advanced guard was only at cannon ſhot from that 
of the enemy. As ſoon as they arrived there, © I ſhould like, 
* ſaid the Chevalier de Grammont, to advance as far as 
ee the centry Which is poſted on that eminence : I have ſome 
friends and acquaintance in their army, whom I ſhould 
« with to enquire after : I hope the Duke of York will give 


«* me permiſſon: At theſe words, he advanced. The centry, 
ſeeing hy me forward directly to his poſt, ſtood upon his 


guard: The Chevalier ſtopped as ſoon as he was within ſhot 
of him. The centry anſwered the ſign which was made to him, 
and 'made another to the officer, who had begun to advance as 
ſoon as he had ſeen the Chevalier come forward, and was ſoon 
up with him ; but, ſeeing the Chevalier de Grammont alone, 
he made no difficulty to let him approach. He defired leave 
of this officer, to enquire after ſome relations he had in their 
army, and at the ſame time aſked, if the Duke d'Arſcot was 
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at the ſiege, Sir, ſaid he, there he is, juſt alighted under 
© thoſe trees, which you ſee on the left of our grand guard: 


© It is hardly a minute ſince he was here with the Prince 
* d Aremberg. his brother, the Baron de Lambec, and Lou- | 
« vigny. May 1 ſee them upon parole? faid the Chevalier. 
<« Sir, ſaid he, if I were allowed to quit my poſt, I would do 
<« myſelf the honbur: of accompanying you thither; but I will 
*< ſend to acquaint them, that the Chevalier de Grammont 
d deſires to ſpeak to them: And, after having diſpatched one 
« of his guard towards them, he returned. Sir, ſaid the Che- 
< valier de Grammont, may I take the liberty to enquire, how : 
<« I camè to be known to you ?” Is it poſſible, faid the other, 
that the Chevalier de Grammont: ſhould forget La Motte, 


* who had the honour to ſerve ſo long in his regiment? 


e What! is it you, my good friend La Motte? Truly, Iwas 
to blame for not remembering you, though you are in 
ea dreſs very different from that which I firſt ſaw you in at 
„ Bruxelles, when you taught the Ducheſs of Guiſe to dance 
the triolets; and I am afraid your affairs are not in ſo flou- 
<« riſhing a condition as they were the campaign after I had 


« given you the company you mention. They were talking 


in this manner, when the Duke d' Arſcot, followed by the 
gentlemen above mentioned; came up on full gallop. The 
Chevalier de Grammont was ſaluted by the whole company 
before he could ſay a word. Soon after arrived an immenſe 


number of others of his acquaintance, with many people, out 
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of curioſity, on both ſides, who, ſeeing him upon the eminence, 
- aſſembled together with the greateſt eagerneſs ; ſo that the two 
armies; without deſign, without truce, and without fraud, were 
going to join in converſation, if, by chance, Monſieur de Tu- 
renne had not perceived it at a diſtance. The ſight ſurprized 
him: He haſtened that way; and the Marquis d' Humieéres 
acquainted him with the arrival of the Chevalier de Gram- 
mont, who wiſhed to ſpeak to the centry before he went to 
the head quarters: He added, that he could not comprehend 
how the devil he had managed to aſſemble both armies around 
him, for it was hardly a minute ſince he had left him. 
« Truly, ſaid Monſieur de Turenne, he is a very extraordinary 
«* man; but it is only reaſonable, that he ſhould let us now 
“ have a little of his company, ſince he has paid his firſt viſit 
e to the enemy.” At theſe words he diſpatched an aid-de- 
camp, to recal the officers of his army, and to acquaint the 
Chevalier de Grammont with his impatience to ſee him. 
Tuis order arrived at the ſame time, with one of the ſame 
nature, to the enemy's officers. The Prince de Conde, being 
informed of this peaceable interview, was not the leaſt ſur- 
prized at it, when he heard that it was occaſioned by the arrival 
of the Chevalier de Grammont. He only gave Luſſan orders to 
recal the officers, and to deſire the Chevalier to meet him at 
the ſame place the next day ; which the Chevalier promiſed to 
do, provided Monſieur de Turenne ſhould approve of 1 it as he 
made no doubt he would. 


1 . 
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433 


His reception in the king's army was equally as agreeable 
as that which he had experienced from the enemy. Monſieur 
de Turenne eſteemed him no leſs for his frankneſs than for 
the poignancy of his wit: He took it very kindly, that he 
was the only courtier who came to ſee him in a time ſo critical 
as the preſent : The queſtions which he aſked him about the 
court, were not ſo much for information, as to divert himſelf 
with his manner of relating their different apprehenſions and 
alarms. - The Chevalier de Grammont adviſed him to beat the 
enemy, if he did not chuſe to be anſwerable for an enterprize 

which he had undertaken without conſulting the Cardinal. 
| Monſieur de Turenne promiſed him he would exert himſelf to the 

utmoſt to follow his advice, and aſſured him, that if he fucceed- 

ed, he would make the queen keep her word with him; and con- 

_ cluded with faying, that he was not ſorry the Prince de Conde 

had expreſſed a defire to ſee him, His meaſures were taken for 

an attack upon the lines: on this ſubject he diſcourſed in pri- 

vate with the Chevalier de Grammont, and concealed nothing 

from him except the time of execution: But this was all to no 

purpoſe; for the Chevalier had ſeen too much, not to judge, 

| from his own knowledge, and the obſervations he had made, 
that from the ſituation of the army, the attack could be no 
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| longer deferred. 5 
| | He ſet out the next day for his rendezvous, attended by 
| a trumpet, and found the Prince at the place which Monſieur 


de Luſſan had deſcribed to him the evening before. As ſoon 
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as he alighted : Is it poſſible, ſaid the Prince, embracing him, 


that this can be the Chevalier de Grammont, and that I ſhould 


ſee him in the contrary party. It is you, my Lord, 
* whom I ſee there, replied the Chevalier, and I refer it to your- 
cc ſelf, whether it was the fault of the Chevalier de Grammont, 
* or your own, that we now embrace different intereſts. 
© J muſt confeſs, ſaid the Prince, that if there are ſome who 


* have abandoned me like baſe ungrateful wretches, you have 
e left me, as I left myſelf, like a man of honour, who 


© thinks himſelf in the right: But let us forget all cauſe 
cc of reſentment, and tell me what was your motive for com- 
ing here, you, whom I thought at Peronne with the court. 
« Muſt I tell you? ſaid he: Why, faith then, I came to fave 
« your life. I know that you cannot help being in the midſt - 
“of the enemy in a day of battle; it is only neceſſary for your 
« horſe to be ſhot under you, and to be taken in arms, to 
« meet with the ſame treatment from this Cardinal, as your 
* uncle Montmorency did from the other. I come, therefore, 
« to hold a horſe in readineſs for you, in caſe of a ſimilar 
«* misfortune, that you may not loſe your head. It is not the 
« firſt time, ſaid the Prince ſmiling, that you have rendered 
e me this ſervice, though the being taken priſoner at that 
* time could not have been ſo dangerous to me as now.” 
From this converſation, they paſſed to more entertaining 
ſubjects. The Prince aſked him many queſtions concern- 
ing the court, the ladies, play, and about his amours ; 
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and returning inſenſibly to the preſent ſituation of affairs, 


the Chevalier having enquired after ſome officers of his 
acquaintance, who had remained with him, the Prince told 
him that if he choſe, he might go to the lines, where he would 
have an opportunity not only of ſeeing thoſe whom he enqui- 
red after, but likewiſe the diſpoſition of the quarters and 
entrenchments. To this he conſented, and the Prince, having 
ſhewn him all the works, and attended him back to their ren- 
dezvous, Well, Chevalier, ſaid he, when do you think we 
e ſhall ſee you again? Faith, replied he, you have uſed me ſo 


© handſomely, that I ſhall conceal nothing from you. Hold 


* yourſelf in readineſs an hour before day-break; for, you 
may depend upon it, we ſhall attack you to-morrow morn- 
ing. I would not have acquainted you with this, perhaps, 
te had I been entruſted with the ſecret ; but, nevertheleſs, in 
e the preſent caſe you may believe me.” You are ſtill the ſame 
man, ſaid the Prince, again embracing him. The Chevalier 


returned to Monſieur de Turenne's camp towards might : - 


Every preparation was then making for the attack of the 
lines, and it was no longer a ſecret among the troops. 


e WELL, Monſieur le Chevalier, were they all very glad to 


e ſee you? ſaid Monſieur de Turenne: The Prince, no doubt, 
e received you with the greateſt kindneſs, and aſked a great 
© number of queſtions. He has ſhewn me all the civility ima- 
“ ginable, replied the Chevalier; and, to convince: me he did 


<« not take me for a ſpy, he led me round the lines and 
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* entrenchments, and ſhewed me the preparations he had 


«. made for your reception. And what is his opinion, faid 


< the marſhal? He is perſuaded that you will attack him to- 
night, or to-morrow by day-break ; for you great captains, 
* continued the — ſee through each other's deſigns in 
*« a wonderful manner.“ | 

 Monstevur de Turenne, with pleaſure, received this com- 
mendation from a man who was not indiſcriminately accuſ- 


tomed to beſtow praiſe : He communicated to him the diſpo- 


ſition of the attack; and at the ſame time acquainted him, 
that he was very happy that a man, who had ſeen ſo many 


actions, was to be preſent at this; and that he eſteemed it no 


{mall advantage to have the benefit of his advice: But as he 
believed that the remaining part of the night would be hardly 
ſufficient for his repoſe, after having paſſed the former without 
any refreſhment, he conſigned him to the Marquis d e 8 


who provided him with a ſupper and a lodging. 


Tur next day the lines of Arras were attacked, wherein 
Monſieur de Turenne, being victorious, added additional luſtre 
to his former glory; and the Prince de Condẽ, though van- 


quiſhed, loſt nothing of his former reputation. 


THERE are ſo many accounts of this celebrated battle, 
that to mention it here would be altogether ſuperfluous. The 
Chevalier de Grammont, who, as a volunteer, was permitted 
to go into every part, has given a better deſcription of it than 
any other perſon. Monſieur de Turenne reaped great advan- 
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tage from that activity which never forſook the Chevalier either 
in peace or war; and that preſence of mind which enabled 
him to carry orders, as coming from the general, ſo very 
a- propos, that Monſieur de Turenne, otherwiſe very particular 
in ſuch matters, thanked him, when the battle was over, in the 
| Preſence of all his officers, and diſpatched him to court with the 
firſt news of his ſucceſs. ; 
ALL that is generally neceſſary in theſe expeditions, is to 

be accuſtomed to hard riding, and to be well provided with 
freſh. horſes: But he had a great many other obſtacles. to ſur- 
mount. In the firſt place, the parties of the enemy were dif- 
perſed over all the country, and obſtructed his paſſage. Then 
he had to prepare againſt greedy and officious courtiers, who, 
on ſuch occaſions, poſt themſelves in all the avenues, in order 
to cheat the poor courier- out of his. news. However, his 
addreſs preſerved him from the one, and deceived the others. 

_ Hz had taken eight or ten troopers, commanded by an 


officer of his acquaintance, to-eſcort him half way to Bapaume; ' 


being perſuaded that the greateſt danger would lie between the 


camp and the firſt ſtage. He had not proceeded a league before 


he was convinced of the truth of what he ſuſpected, and turn- 
ing to the officer, who followed him cloſely, © if you are not 


well mounted, ſaid he, I would adviſe you to return to the 


ee camp; for my part, I ſhall ſet ſpurs to my horſe and make 
the beſt of my way. Sir, ſaid the officer, I hope I ſhall be 


© able to keep you company, at whatever rate you go, until 
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ce you are out of all danger. I doubt that, replied the Cheva- 
lier, for thoſe gentlemen there ſeem prepared to pay us a 
« viſit. Don't you ſee, ſaid the officer, they are ſome of our 
«own people who are grazing their horſes. No, ſaid the Che- 
ee yalier; but I ſee very well that they are ſome of the enemy's 
<* troopers:” Upon which, obſerving to him that they were 
mounting, he ordered the horſemen that eſcorted him, to pre- 
pare themſelves to make a diverſion, and he himſelf ſet off full 
ſpeed towards Bapaume. | 
_ He was mounted upon a very n Engliſh horſe ; but 
having entangled himſelf in a hollow way where the ground was 
deep and miry, he ſoon had the troopers at his heels, who, 
ſuppoſing him to be ſome officer of rank, would not be deceiv- 
ed, but continued to purſue him without paying any attention 
to the others. The beſt mounted of the party began to draw 
near him; for the Engliſh horſes, ſwift as the wind on even 
ground, proceed but very indifferently in bad roads, the trooper 
| Preſented his carbine, and cried out to him, at ſome diſtance, 
good quarter. The Chevalier de Grammont, who perceived 
that they gained upon him, and that whatever efforts his horſe 
made in ſuch heavy ground, he muſt be overtaken at laſt, 
immediately quitted the road to Bapaume, and took a cauſeway 
to the left, which led quite a different way: As ſoon as he had 
gained it, he drew up, as if to hear the propoſal of the trooper, 
which afforded his horſe an opportunity of recovering himſelf; 
while his enemy, miſtaking his intention, thought that he only 
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waited to ſurrender, immediately exerted every effort, that he 
might take him before the reſt of his companions, who were 
following, could arrive, and by this means almoſt killed his 
horſe. 
Nx minute's reflection made the Chevalier conſider what 
a diſagreeable adventure it would be, thus coming from ſo glo- 
rious a victory, and the dangers of a battle ſo warmly diſputed, 
to be taken by a ſet of ſcoundrels who had not been in it, and, 


inſtead of being received in triumph, and embraced by a great 


queen for the important news with which he was charged, to ſee 
himſelf ſtripped by the vanquiſh'd. 
DvuxixG this ſhort meditation, the trooper who followed 


him was arrived within ſhot, and ſtill preſenting his carbine, 


offered him good quarter : But the Chevalier de Grammont, 
to whom this offer, and the manner in which it was made, 
were equally diſpleaſing, made a fign to him to lower his piece; 
and perceiving his horſe to be in wind, he lowered his hand; 
rode off like lightning, and left the trooper in ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ment that he even forgot to fire at him. 

As ſoon as he arrived at Bapaume, he changed de : 
The commander of this place ſhewed him the greateſt reſpect, 
aſſuring him that no perſon had yet-paſſed; that he would keep 


the ſecret, and that he would retain all that tollowed him, 


_—_ the couriers of Monſieur de Turenne. 
He now had only to guard againſt thoſe who would 
be watching for him about the environs of Peronne, to 
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return as ſoon as they ſaw him, and carry his news to court, 
without being acquainted with any of the . particulars. He 
knew very well that Marſhal du Pleſſis, Marſhal de Villeroy and 
Gaboury; had boaſted of this to the Cardinal before his depar- 
ture. Wherefore, to elude this ſnare, he hired two well- mounted 


horſemen at Bapaume, and as ſoon as he had got a league from 


that place, and after giving them each two louis d'ors, to 
ſecure their fidelity, he ordered them to ride on before, to appear 


very much terrified,” and to tell. all thoſe that ſhould aſk them 
any queſtions, That all was loſt, that the Chevalier de 


e Grammont had ſtopped at Bapaume, having no great incli- 


e ſelves, they had been purſued by the enemy's troopers, who 


<<. were ſpread over the Whole country ſince the defeat.” | 
Exxx thing ſucceeded to his wiſn: The horſemen were 
intercepted by Gaboury, whoſe eagerneſs had outſtripped the 


wc marſhals; but whatever queſtions: were aſked them, they 

_ + ated their parts ſo well, that Peronne was already in conſter- 
nation, and rumours of the defeat were whiſpered among the 

coürtiers, hen the Chevalier de Grammont arrived. 
Nornme ſo much enhances the value of good news, as 
hen a falſe alarm of bad has preceded; yet, though the 


Chevalier's was accompanied with this advantage, none but 
their Majeſties received it with that tranſport of joy it deſerved. 

Tux queen kept her promiſe to him in the moſt faſcina- 
ting manner: She embraced him before the whole court; 
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the king appeared no leſs delighted; but the Cardinal, whether 
with the view of leſſening the merit of an action which de- 
ſerved a handſome reward, or whether it was from a return of 
that inſolence which always accompanied him in proſperity, 
appeared at firſt not to pay any attention to what he ſaid, and 
being afterwards informed that the lines had been forced, that 
the Spaniſh army was beaten, and that Arras was relieved : Is 
the Prince de Conde taken? ſaid he. No, replied the Chevalier 
de Grammont. He is dead then, I ſuppoſe? ſaid the Cardinal. 
Not ſo neither, anſwered the Chevalier. Fine news indeed, 
ſaid the Cardinal, with an air of contempt; and at theſe words 
he went into the queen's cabinet with their Majeſties. And 
happy it was for the Chevalier that he did fo, for without 
doubt he would have given him ſome ſevere reply, in reſent- 
ment for thoſe two fine — and whe concluion he had 
drawn from them. | 
Tux court was filled with the Cardinal's ſpies: The Che- 

valier, as is uſual on ſuch an occaſion, was ſurrounded by 

a crowd of courtiers and inquiſitive people, and he was very 

glad to eaſe himſelf of ſome part of the load which laid heavy 

on his heart, within the hearing of the Cardinal's creatures, and 

which he would perhaps have told him to his face. Faith, 

« gentlemen, ſaid he, with a ſneer, there is nothing like being 
<« zealous and eager in the ſervice of kings and great princes: | 
« You have ſeen what a gracious reception his Majeſty has 

e given me; you are likewiſe witneſſes in what an obliging 
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e manner the queen kept her promiſe with me; but as for 
& the Cardinal, he has received my news as if he gained no 


© more by it than he did by the death of Peter Mazarine.” 


Tris was ſufficient to terrify all thoſe who were fincerely 
attached to him; and the beſt eſtabliſhed fortune would have 
been ruined at ſome period by a jeſt much leſs ſevere: For it 
was delivered in the preſence of witneſſes, who were only deſirous 
of having an opportunity of repreſenting it in its utmoſt 
malignancy, to make a merit of their vigilance with a power- 
ful and abſolute miniſter. Of this the Chevalier de Grammont 
was thoroughly convinced; yet whatever detriment he foreſaw 
might ariſe from it, he could not help being much pleaſed with 
what he had ſaid. 

Tux ſpies very faithfully diſcharged their duty: However, 
the affair took a very different turn from what they expected. 
The next day, when the Chevalier de Grammont was preſent 
while their Majeſties were at dinner, the Cardinal came in, and 
coming up to him, every body making way for him out of 
reſpect: Chevalier, ſaid he, the news which you have brought 
e is very good, their Majeſties are very well ſatisfied with it; 
« and to convince you it is more advantageous to me than 
the death of Peter Mazarine, if you will come and dine with 
« me we will have ſome play together; for the queen will give 
« us ſomething to play for over and above her firſt promiſe.” 
In this manner did the Chevalier de Grammont dare to 
provoke a powerful miniſter, and this was all the reſentment 
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which the leaſt vindictive of all ſtateſmen expreſſed on the 
occaſion. It was indeed very unuſual for ſo young a man 
to reverence the authority of miniſters no farther, than as 


they were themſelves reſpectable by their merit: For this, his 


own breaſt, as well as the whole court, applauded him, and he 
enjoyed the ſatisfaction of being the only man who durſt 
| Preſerve the leaſt ſhadow of liberty, in a general ſtate of ſervi- 
tude; but it was perhaps owing to the Cardinal 's paſſing over 
this inſult with impunity, that he afterwards drew upon him- 
ſelf ſome difficulties, by other raſh expreſſions leſs fortunate in 
the event. 


In the mean time the court revurned 2 The Cardinal, who 
was ſenſible that he could no longer keep his maſter in a ſtate - 
of tutelage, being himſelf worn out with cares and fickneſs, and 


having amaſſed treaſures he knew not what to do with, and 
being ſufficiently loaded with the weight of public odium, he 
turned all his thoughts towards terminating, in a manner the 
moſt advantageous for France, a miniſtry which had fo cruelly 


ſhaken that kingdom. Thus, while he was earneſtly laying the 


foundations of a peace ſo ardently wiſhed for, pleaſure and 
plenty began to reign at court. 
Tun Chevalier de Grammont experienced for a iowa time 


a variety of fortune in love and gaming: He was eſteemed 
by the courtiers, beloved by beauties whom he neglected, and 


a dangerous favourite of thoſe whom he admired; more ſucceſſ- 
ful in play, than in his amours; but the one indemnifying hum 
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for want of ſucceſs in the other, he was always full of life and 
ſpirits ; and in all tranſactions of Ts _— a man 
of honor. 

Ix is a pity nt We. anal: be l here to ineerupt the 
Sn of his hiſtory, by an interval of ſome years, as has been 
already done at the commencement of theſe memoirs: In a 
life here tlie moſt minute circumſtances are always ſingular 
and diverting; we can meet with no chaſm which does not 
afford regret; but whether he did not think them worthy of 
| holding a place among his other adventures, or that he has only 
=D preſerved a confuſed idea of them, we muſt paſs to the parts of 


wich are better aſcertained, that we may 


Arrive at the ſubject of his journey to England. 

Tux peace of the Pyrenees, the king's marriage, the return 
ofithe Prince de Condé, and the death of the Cardinal, gave a 
new face to the ſtate. The eyes of the whole nation were fixed 
upon their king, n nobleneſs of mien, and gracefulneſs 
8 of perſon, had ho equal; but it as not then known that he 

was poſſeſſed of thoſe ſuperior abilities which, filling his ſub- 
jets witt-admiration; in the end made. him ſo formidable to 
Europe. Love and ambition, the inviſible ſprings of the 
intrigues and cabals of all courts, attentively obſerved his firſt 
ſteps: Pleaſure promiſed herſelf an abſolute empire over a 
prince who had been kept in ignorance of the neceſſary rules of 
government, and ambition had no hopes of reigning in the 
court, except in the minds of thoſe who were able to diſpute 
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the management of affairs; when men were ſurprized to ſee 
the king on a ſudden diſplay ſuch brilliant abilities, which pru- 
dence, in ſome meaſure neceſſary, had fo long obliged him to 
conceal. 

AM application, inimical to the ena which generally 
attract that age, and which unlimited power very ſeldom re- 


fuſes, attached him ſolely to the cares of government: All 


admired this wonderful change, but all did not find their 
account in it: The great loſt their conſequence before an 
abſolute maſter ; and the courtiers approached with reverential 
awe the ſole object of their reſpects, and the ſole maſter of 
their fortunes: Thoſe who had conducted themſelves like 
petty tyrants in their provinces, and on the frontiers, were 
now no more than governors : Favors, according to the king's 
pleaſure, were ſometimes conferred on merit, and ſometimes 
for ſervices done the ſtate; but to importune, or to menace the 
court, was no longer the method to obtain them. 

Tun Chevalier de Grammont regarded his maſter's 8 atten- 
tion to the affairs of ſtate as a prodigy : He could not conceive 
how he could ſubmit, at his age, to the rules he preſcribed him- 
ſelf, or that he ſhould give up ſo many hours of pleaſure, to 
devote them to the tireſome duties, and laborious functions of 
government; but he bleſſed the Lord that henceforward no 
more homage was to be paid, no.more court to be made, but 
to him alone, to whom they were juſtly due. Diſdaining as he 


did the ſervile adoration uſually paid to a miniſter, he could 
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never crouch before the power of the two Cardinals who ſuc- 
ceeded each other : He neither worſhipped the arbitrary power 
of the one, nor gave his approbation to the artifices of the 
other : He had never received any thing from Cardinal Riche- 
lieu but an abbey, which, on account of his rank, could not be 
refuſed him ; and he never acquired any thing from Mazarine 
but what he won of him at play. | 

By many years experience under an able general he had ac- 
quired a talent for war; but this, during a general peace, was of 
no farther ſervice to him : He therefore thought, that in the 


midſt of a court flouriſhing in beauties, and abounding in 


wealth, he could not employ himſelf better, than in endeavouring 
to gain the good opinion of his maſter, in making the beſt uſe 
of thoſe advantages which nature had given him for play, and 


in putting in practice new ſtratagems in love. 


Hz ſucceeded very well in the two firſt of theſe crojeſts, 
and as he had from that time laid it down as the rule of his con- 
duct, to attach himſelf ſolely to the king in all his views of pre- 
ferment; to have no regard for favor unleſs when it was 
ſupported by merit; to make himſelf beloved by the courtiers, 
and feared by the miniſters ; to dare to undertake any thing 
in order to do good, and to engage in nothing at the expence 
of innocence ; he ſoon became one in all the king's parties of 
pleaſure, without gaining the ill-will of the courtiers. In play 
he was ſucceſsful, in love unfortunate ; or, to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, his reſtleſſneſs and jealouſy overcame his natural pru- 
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dence, in a ſituation wherein he had moſt occaſion for it. La 
Motte Houdancourt was one of the maids of honour to the 
queen Dowager, and, though no ſparkling beauty, ſhe had 
drawn away lovers from the celebrated Meneville. It was ſuf- _ 
ficient in thoſe days, for the king to caſt his eye upon a young 
lady of the court to inſpire her with hopes, and often with ten- 
der ſentiments; but if he ſpoke to her more than once, the 
courtiers took it for granted, and thoſe who had either preten- 
ſions to, or love for her, reſpectfully withdrew both the one 
and the other, and afterwards only paid her reſpect ; but the 
Chevalier de Grammont thought fit to act quite otherwiſe, 
perhaps to preſerve a ſingularity of character, which upon 
the preſent occaſion was of no avail. 

He had never before thought of her; but as ſoon as he 
found that ſhe was honoured with the king's attention, he was 
of opinion that ſhe was likewiſe deſerving of his: Having 
attached himſelf to her, he ſoon became very troubleſome, 
without convincing her he was much in love : She grew weary 
of his perſecutions; but he would not deſiſt, neither on account 
of her ill treatment, nor of her threats. This conduct of 
his at firſt made no great noiſe, becauſe ſhe was in hopes 
that he would change his behaviour; but finding him raſhly 
perſiſt in it, ſhe complained of him: And then it was that 
he perceived that if love renders all conditions equal, it is 
not ſo between rivals. He was baniſhed the court, and not 
finding any place in France which could conſole him for what 
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he moſt regretted, the preſence and ſight of his prince, after 
having made ſome flight reflections upon his diſgrace, and 
beſtowed a few imprecations againſt her who was the cauſe 
of it, he at laſt formed the reſolution. of viſiting England. 
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| Cunlosrry to ſee a man equally famous for his crimes, 
and his elevation, had once before induced the Chevalier de 
Grammont to viſit England. Reaſons of ſtate aſſume great 
Privileges: Whatever appears advantageous is lawful; and 
every thing that is neceſſary, is honourable in politics. While 
the King of England ſought the protection of Spain in the Low 
Countries, and that of the ſtates general in - Holland, other 
12 ſent ſplendid embaſſies to Cromwell. 

Tus man, "whoſe ambition had opened him a way to 
been power by the greateſt crimes, maintained himſelf in it 


by accompliſhments which ſeemed to render him worthy of it 


by their luſtre. The nation of all Europe the leaſt ſubmiſſive, 


patiently bore a yoke which did not even leave her the ſhadow of 


that liberty of which ſhe is ſo jealous ; and Cromwell, maſter 


of the common-wealth, under the title of Protector, feared at 
home, but yet more dreaded abroad, was at his higheſt pitch of 
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glory when he was ſeen by the Cheyalier de Grammont, but 


the Chevalier did not ſee any appearance of a court. One 


part of the nobility proſcribed, the other removed from em- 


ployments ; an affectation of purity of manners, inſtead of 
the luxury which the pomp of courts diſplays, all taken toge- 


ther preſented nothing but ſad and ſerious objects in the fineſt 


city in the world, and therefore the Chevalier acquired 


nothing by this voyage, but the idea of ſome merit in a pro- 


fligate man, and the admiration of ſome concealed beauties 


he had found: means to diſcover. 


AFFAIRS wore quite a different appearance at his ſecond 
voyage. The joy for the reſtoration of the royal family ſtill ap- 
peared in all parts: the nation, fond of change and of novelty, 
taſted the pleaſure of a natural government, and ſeemed to 
breathe again after a long oppreſſion. In ſhort, the ſame 
people, who, by a ſolemn abjuration had excluded even the 
poſterity of their lawful ſovereign, exhauſted themſelves in 
feſtivals and rejoicings for his return. 


The Chevalier de Grammont arrived about two years 


after the reſtoration : 'The reception he met with in this 
court, ſoon made him forget the other ; and the engagements 


he in the end contracted in England, leſſened the regret he had 


in leaving France. 
Tuls was a deſirable retreat for an exile of his diſpoſi- 
tion: every thing flattered his taſte ; and if the adventures he 


had in this country were not the moſt conſiderable, they were 
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at leaſt the moſt agreeable of his life. But before we relate 
them, it will not be improper to give ſome account of the 
Engl court, as it was at that period. | 
I The neceſſity of affairs had expoſed Charles II. from his 
carlieſt youth, to the toils and perils of za bloody war: The 

fate of the king, his father, had left him for inheritance 
nothing but his misfortunes and diſgraces: they overtook him 
every where ; but it was not until he had ſtruggled with his 


AE fortune to the laſt extremity, tha he ſubmitted to the 
decrees of Providence. 


_ 


All thoſe Who were hes great- on account of their 
birth or their loyalty, had followed him into exile; and all the 
young perſons of the greateſt diſtinction, having afterwards 
Joiriet him, compoſed a court worthy of a better fate. 

PLENTY and proſperity, which are thought to tend only 
to corrupt manners, found nothing to ſpoil in an indigent and 
wandering court. Neceſlity, on the contrary, which produces 
a thouſand advantages whether we will or no, ſerved them for 
education; and nothing was to be ſeen among them but an 
emulation in glory, politeneſs and virtue. 

Wirz this little court, in ſuch high eſteem for merit, che 
king of England returned two years prior to the period we 
mention, to aſcend a throne, which to all appearances he was 
to fill as worthily as the moſt glorious of his predeceſſors. 
The magnificence diſplayed on this occaſion was renewed 
at his coronation. The death of the duke of Glouceſter, 
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and of the Princeſs Royal, which followed ſoon after, had 


interrupted the courſe of this ſplendor, by a tedious mourn- 


ing, which they quitted at laſt to prepare for the 4426, of 


the Infanta of Portugal. 

IT was in the height of the rejoicings they were making 
for this new queen, in all the ſplendor of a brilliant court, 
that the Chevalier de Grammont arrived to contribute to its 
magnificence and diverſions. 


ACCUSTOMED as he was to the grandeur of the court of 
France, he was ſurprized at the politeneſs and ſplendor of 


the court of England. The king was inferior to none, either 


in ſhape or air ; his wit was pleaſant ; his diſpoſition eaſy and 


affable; his ſoul, ſuſceptible of oppoſite impreſſions, was com- 


paſſionate to the unhappy, inflexible to the wicked, and tender 
even to exceſs : he ſhewed great abilities in urgent affairs, but 
was incapable of application to any that were not fo : his 
heart was often the "Gaps, but oftener the ſlave, of his 
engagements, 

Tux character of the Duke of York was entirely diffe- 
rent: he had the reputation of undaunted courage, an invio- 
lable attachment for his word, great economy in his affairs, 
hauteur, application, arrogance, each in their turn: A ſeru- 
pulous obſerver of the rules of duty, and the laws of juſ- 
tice; he was accounted a faithful friend, and an implacable 
enemy. | | 
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His morality and juſtice, ſtruggling for ſome time with 
prejudice, had at laſt triumphed, by his acknowledging for 
his wife Miſs Hyde, maid of honor to the Princeſs Royal, 
whom he had ſecretly married in Holland, Her father, from 
that time prime miniſter of England, ſupported by this new 


_ intereſt; ſoon roſe: to the head of affairs, and had almoſt ruined 


them: not chat he e * 5 8 he was too ſelf- 
ſufficient. # 2778 f 
Tux Duke of Ormond edel the 3 and eſteem 


of his maſter: the greatneſs of. his ſervices, the ſplendor of i 


his merit and his birth, and the fortune he had abandoned in 


adhering to the fate of his prince, | rendered him worthy of 


it: Nor durſt the courtiers even murmur at; ſeeing him 
grand ſteward of the houſhold, firſt lord of the bed- chamber, 
and lord lieutenant of Ireland. Le exactly reſembled the 
Marſhal de Grammont, in the turn of his wit and the noble- 
nels of * manners, and like bar Was the honor of his maſ- 


2 court. 


5 Tur Duke of Buckingham and the Earl of St. Albans 


ihe ſame in England as they appeared in France: the 


one full of wit and vivacity, diſſipated, without ſplendor, an 


immenſe eſtate upon which he had juſt entered: the other, a 


man of no great genius, had raiſed himſelf a conſiderable for- 


tune from nothing, and by loſing at play, and keeping a great 
table, made it appear greater than it was. 
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Six George Berkley, afterwards Earl of Falmouth, was 
the confident and favourite of the King : he commanded the 
Duke of York's regiment of guards, and governed: the Duke 
himſelf. He had nothing very remarkable either in his wit, 
or his perſon ; but his ſentiments were worthy of the fortune 
which awaited him, when, on the very point of his elevation, 
he was killed at ſea, Never did diſintereſtedneſs fo perfectly 
characterize the greatneſs of the ſoul : he had no views but 
what tended to the glory of his maſter : his credit was never 
employed but in adviſing him to reward ſervices, or to 
confer favors on merit: ſo poliſhed in converſation, that the 
YZ greater his power, the greater was his humility ; and ſo ſincere 
Y in all his proceedings, that he would never have been taken for | 

a courtier. J 5 f 
Taz Duke of Ormond's ſons and his nephews had been 
in the King's court during his exile, and were far from 
diminiſhing its luſtre after his return. The Earl of Arran 
3 had a ſingular addreſs in all kinds of exerciſes, played well 
1 | ; at tennis, and on the guittar, and was pretty ſucceſsful in gal- 
| lantry: His elder brother, the Earl of Offory, was not 
ſo lively, but of the moſt liberal ſentiments, and of great 
probity. : 5 | 

Tux elder of the Hamiltons, their couſin, was the man 15 
who of all the court dreſſed beſt: he was well made in his 
perſon, and poſſeſſed thoſe happy talents which lead to fortune, 
and procure ſucceſs in love: he was a moſt aſſiduous courtier, 
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had the moſt hvely wit, the moſt poliſhed manners, and the 
moſt punctual attention to his maſter imaginable : no perſon 
danced better, nor was any one a more general lover: a merit 
of Tome” account in a court᷑ entirely devoted to love and gal- 
lantry. It is not at all ſurprizing, that with theſe qualities he 
ſucceeded my! Lord Falmouth in the King's favor; but it is 
Very extraordinary that he ſhould have experienced the ſame 
Ueſtiiy; as if this ſort of war had been declared againſt merit 
-only; and as if this fort of combat was fatal to none but ſuch 
a8 had certain hopes of a ſplendid fortune. T Us however did 
* not r until ſome years afterwards. | 

Tur beau Sidney, leſs dangerous than he appeared to be, 

had not ſufficient vivacity to ſupport the impreſſion which his 
figure made; but little Jermyn was on all ſides ſucceſsful 
in his intrigues. The old Earl of Saint Albans, his uncle, 
had for a long time adopted him, though the youngeſt of all 
Bis nephews. It is well known what a table the good man 

kept at Paris, while the King his maſter was ſtarving at Bruſ- 
| ſels, and the Ju" . his az lived not over well 
in France. 

IxRMYN, ſupported by his uncle's wealth, found it no dif- 
ficult matter to make a conſiderable figure upon his arrival at 
the court of the Princeſs of Orange : The poor courtiers of the 
King her brother could not vie with him in point of equipage 
and magnificence ; and theſe two articles often produce as 
much ſucceſs in love as real merit: There is no neceſſity for 
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| any other example than the preſent ; for though Jermyn was 


brave, and certainly a gentleman, yet he had neither brilliant 
actions, nor diſtinguiſhed rank to ſet him off; and as for his 


figure, there was nothing advantageous in it. He was little: 


his head was large and his legs ſmall : his features were not 
diſagreeable, but he was affected in his carriage and behaviour. 
All his wit conſiſted in expreſſions learnt by rote, which he 
occaſionally employed either in raillery, or in love. This was 
the whole foundation of the merit of a man fo formidable in 
amours. | 

THz Princeſs Royal was the firſt who was taken with 
him: Miſs Hyde ſeemed to be following the ſteps of her miſ- 
treſs : This immediately brought him into credit, and his re- 
putation was eſtabliſhed in England before his arrival. Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion in the minds of women is ſufficient to find acceſs to 


their hearts: Jermyn found them in diſpoſitions ſo favourable 


for him, that he had nothing to do but to ſpeak. 

Ixx was in vain they perceived that a reputation ſo hghtly 
eſtabliſhed, was ſtill more weakly ſuſtained ; The prejudice re- 
mained: The Counteſs of Caſtlemaine, a woman lively and diſ- 
cerning, followed the deluſive ſhadow; and though undeceived 
in a reputation which promiſed ſo much, and performed ſo 
little, ſhe nevertheleſs continued in her infatuation : ſhe even 
perſiſted in it, until ſhe was upon the point of embroiling her- 
ſelf with the King; ſo great was this firit inſtance of her 
conſtancy, | 870 
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Svcn were the heroes of the court. As for the beauties, 
you could not look any where without ſeeing them : Thoſe of 
the greateſt reputation were this ſame Counteſs of Caſtlemaine, 

| afterward Ducheſs of Cleveland, Lady Cheſterfield, Lady 

; Shrewſbury, the Mrs. Roberts, Mrs. Middleton, the Miſs 
Brooks, and a thouſand others, who ſhone at court with 

equal luſtre; but it was Miſs Hamilton and Miſs Stewart 

who were its chief ornaments. 'The new Queen gave but 

little additional brilliancy to the court, either in her perſon, 

or in her retinue, which was then compoſed of the Counteſs 

de Panẽtra, who came over with her in quality of lady of the 

bed-chamber ; ſix frights, who called themſelves maids of 
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; honor, and a Duenna, another monſter, who took the title of 
1 f governeſs to thoſe extraordinary beauties. 
l AMONG the men were Franciſco de Melo, brother to the 


Counteſs de Panẽtra; one Taurauvedez, who called himſelf Don 
Pedro Franciſco Correo de Silva, extremely handſome, but a | 
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greater fool than all the Portugueſe put together: He was more 

vain of his names than of his perſon ; but the Duke of Buck- 

Ingham, a ſtill greater fool than he, though more addicted to 1 

raillery, gave him the additional name of Peter of the Wood. q 
He was fo enraged at this, that after many fruitleſs complaints 1 
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and ineffectual menaces, poor Pedro de Silva was obliged to 
leave England, while the happy Duke kept poſſeſſion of a Por- 
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1 tugueſe nymph more hideous than the Queen's maids of honor, f 
f whom he had taken from him, as well as two of his names. | | 
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Beſides theſe, there were ſix chaplains, four bakers, a Jew 
perfumer, and a certain officer, probably without an office, 
who called himſelf her. Highneſs's barber. - Katharine de Bra- 
ganza was far from appearing with ſplendor 3 in the charming 
court where ſhe: came to reign; however, in the end ſhe was 
pretty ſucceſsful. The Chevalier de Grammont, who had 
been long known to the royal family, and to moſt of the gen- 
tlemen of the court, had only to get acquainted with the 
ladies; and for this he wanted no interpreter: they all ſpoke 
| French enough to explain themſelves, and they all underſtood - 
it ſufficiently to comprehend what he had to ſay to them. 
I Queen's s court Was always very numerous: that of 
the Ducheſs Was leſs ſo, but more ſelect. This Princeſs had a 
majeſtic air, a pretty good ſhape, not much beauty, a great 
deal of wit, and fo juſt à diſeernment of merit, that, whoever 
of either ſex were poſſeſſed of it, were ſure to be diſtinguiſned 
by her: An air of grandeur in all her actions made her be 
conſidered as if born to ſupport the rank which placed her ſo ; 
near the throne. The Queen Dowager returned after the 
marriage of the Princeſs . nd it was in her court that 
the two others meet. 35 
Tux Chevalier de Grammont was ſoon liked a by all "IO | 
Thoſe who had not known him before, were ſurprized to ſee a 
Frenchman of his diſpoſition. The King's reſtoration having 
drawn a great number of foreigners from all countries to the 
court, the French were rather in diſgrace; for, inſtead of any 
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perſons of diſtinction having appeared among the firſt who 
came over, they had only ſeen ſome inſignificant puppies, each 
ſtriving to outdo the other in folly and extravagance, deſpiſing 
every thing which was not like themſelves, and thinking they 
introduced the bel air, by treating the Engliſh as ſtrangers 1 in 
their own country. | 

Tre Chevalier de Grammont, on the contrary, was 
familiar with every body : he gave into their cuſtoms, eat of 
every thing, and eaſily habituated himſelf to their manner of 
living, which he looked upon as neither vulgar nor barbarous; 
and as he ſhewed a natural complaiſance, inſtead of the imper- 
tinent affectation of the others, all the nation was charmed 
with a man, who agreeably indemnified them for what r 
had ſuffered from the folly of the former. 

He firſt of all made his court to the King, and was of all 


his parties of pleaſure: he played high, and loſt but ſeldom : 
he found ſo little difference in the manners and converſation 


of thoſe with whom he chiefly aſſociated, that he could ſcarcely 
believe he was out of his own country. Every thing, which 
could agreeably engage a man of his diſpoſition, preſented 
itſelf to his different humors, as if the pleaſures of the court 
of France had quitted it to accompany him in his exile. 

Hz was every day engaged for ſome entertainment ; and 
thoſe who wiſhed to regale him in their turn, were obliged to 
take their meaſures in time, and to invite him eight or ten days 
before hand. Theſe importunate civilities became tireſome in 
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the long-run ; but as they ſeemed indiſpenſable to a man of 
his diſpoſition, and as they were the moſt genteel people of the 
court who loaded him with them, he ſubmitted with a good 
grace; but always reſerved to himſelf the 0 of ſupping 
at hani. 


H Is ſupper. * Ste upon | nl. an was: ciindead; 
very uncertain; but his ſupper was always ſerved up with the 
greateſt elegance, by: the aſſiſtance of one or. two ſervants, who. 
were excellent caterers and good attendants, but underſtood. 
cheating ſtill better. HE ran 


Tur company; at theſe little entertainments, 3 was not K bu: 


merous, but ſelect: the firſt people of the court were commonly 
of the party; but the man, who of all others ſuited him beſt on 
theſe occaſions, never failed to attend: that was the celebrated 
Saint Evremond, who with great exactneſs, but too great 
freedom, had written the hiſtory of the treaty of the N 2 


an exile like himſelf, though for very different reaſons. 


HaprIIv for them both, fortune had, ſome time before 


the arrival of the Chevalier de Grammont, brought Saint 


Evremond to England, after he had had leiſure to — Me 


Holland of the beauties of that famous ſatire. 


Taz Chevalier was from that time his hero; they has 


each of them attained to all the advantages which x know: 
ledge of the world, and the ſociety of people of faſhion, could 
add to the improvement of good natural talents. Saint 
Evremond, leſs engaged in frivolous purſuits, frequently gave 
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little lectures to the Chevalier, and by making obſervations 


upon the paſt, endeavoured to ſet him right for the preſent, or 
to inſtru& him for the future. You are now, ſaid he, in 
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the moſt agreeable way of life a man of your temper could 
wiſh for: Vou are the delight of a youthful, ſprightly, and 
gallant court: The King has never a party of pleaſure to 
which you are not admitted. Vou play from morning to 
night, or, to ſpeak more properly, from night to morning, 
without knowing what it is to loſe. Far from loſing the 
money you brought hither, as you have done in other 
places, you have doubled it, trebled it, multiplied it almoſt 
beyond your wiſhes, notwithſtanding the exorbitant expen- 
ces you are imperceptibly led into. This, without doubt, 
is the moſt deſirable ſituation in the world: Stop here, 
Chevalier, and do not ruin your affairs, by returning to 
your old ſins. Avoid love, by purſuing other pleaſures: 
Love has never been favorable to you. You are ſenſible how 
much gallantry has coſt you; and every perſon here is not ſo 
well acquainted with that matter as yourſelf. Play boldly: 
entertain the court with your wit: divert the King by your 
ingenious and entertaining ſtories ; but avoid all engage- 
ments which can deprive you of this merit, and make you 
forget you are a ſtranger and an exile in this delightful 
country. 


% FoRTUNE may grow weary of befriending you at play. 


What would have become of you, if your laſt misfortune had 
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happened to you, when your money had been at as low an 


ebb as I have known it! Attend carefully then to this 
» neceſſary deity, and renounce the other. You will be 


miſſed at the court of France, before you grow weary of 
this ; but be that as 1t may, lay up a good ſtore of money: 
When a man is rich, he conſoles himſelf for his banithment. 
I know you well, my dear Chevalier: if you take it into 
your head to ſeduce a lady, or to ſupplant a lover, your 
gains at play will by no means ſuffice for preſents and for 
bribes : no, let play be as productive to you as it can be, 


you will never gain ſo much by it, as you will loſe by love, 
if you yield to it. 


« You are in poſſeſſion of a thouſand ſplendid qualifi- 
_ cations which diſtinguiſh you here: generous, benevolent, 


elegant, and polite ; and for your engaging wit, inimitable. 
Upon a ſtrict examination, perhaps, all this would not be 
found literally true; but theſe are brilliant marks; and 
ſince it is granted that you poſſeſs them, do not ſhew your- 
ſelf here in any other light: For, in love, if your manner of 
paying your addreſſes can be ſo denominated, you do not 
in the leaſt reſemble the picture I have juſt now drawn.” 


My little philoſophical monitor, ſaid the Chevalier de 


Grammont, you talk here as if you were the Cato of Nor- 
mandy.” , Do I ſay any thing untrue? replied Saint Evre- 


mond: Is it not a fact, that as ſoon as a woman pleaſes . 


you, your firſt care is to find out whether ſhe has any other 
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lover, and your ſecond how to plague her ; for the gaining 


her affection is the laſt thing in your thoughts. You ſeldom 


engage in intrigues, but to diſturb the happineſs of others: 
A miſtreſs who has no lovers, would have no charms for 
you, and if ſhe has, ſhe would be invaluable. Do not all 
the places through which you have paſſed furniſh me with a 
thouſand examples? ſhall I mention your coup d'efſa; at 
Turin ? the trick you played at Fontainbleau, where you 
robbed the Princeſs Palatine's courier upon the high-way ? 
and for what purpoſe was this fine exploit, but to put you 
in poſſeſſion of ſome proofs of her affection for another, in 
order to give her uneaſineſs and confuſion by reproaches 
and menaces, which you had no right to uſe ? 

% Wuo but yourſelf ever took it into his head to place 
himſelf in ambuſh upon the ſtairs, to diſturb a man in an 
intrigue, and to pull him back by the leg when he was half 
way up to his miſtreſs's chamber ? yet did not you uſe your 
friend the Duke of Buckingham in this manner, when he was 
ſtealing at night to — although you were not in the leaſt his 
rival? How many ſpies did not you ſend out after d'Olonne? 
How many tricks, frauds, and perſecutions, did you not 
practiſe for the Counteſs de Fieſque, who perhaps might 
have been conſtant to you, if you had not yourſelf forced 


c her to be otherwiſe? But, to conclude, for the enumeration 


e of your iniquities would be endleſs, give me leave to aſk 


« you, how you came here. Are not we obliged to that ſame 
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evil genius of yours, which raſhly inſpired you to inter- 
meddle even in the gallantries of your Prince ? Shew ſome 
diſcretion then on this point here, I beſeech you : All the 
beauties of the court are already engaged; and however 
docile the Engliſh may be with reſpect to their wives, they 
can by no means bear the inconſtancy of their miſtreſſes, nor 
patiently ſuffer the advantages of a rival : Suffer them there- 


fore to remain in tranquillity, and do not gain their ill-will 


for no purpoſe. 2 5 

6 You certainly will meet with no ſucceſs with ſuch as 
are unmarried : Honorable views, and good landed pro- 
perty, are required here; and you poſſeſs as much of 


the one as the other. Every country has its cuſtoms : 


In Holland, unmarried ladies are of eaſy acceſs, and of ten- 
der diſpoſitions ; but as ſoon as ever they are married, they 
become like ſo many Lucretias: In France, the women 
are great coquettes before marriage, and ſtill more ſo after- 
wards ; but here it is a miracle if a young lady yields to 


any propoſal but that of matrimony ; and I do not believe 


you yet ſo deſtitute of grace as to think of that.” 
Such were Saint Evremond's lectures; but they were all 


to no purpoſe: The Chevalier de Grammont only. attended 
to them for his amuſement ; and though he was ſenſible of 


the truth they contained, he paid little regard to them : In 
fact, being weary of the favors of fortune, he had juſt reſolved 


to purſue thoſe of love. 
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Mxs. Middleton was the firſt whom he attacked: She was 
one of the handſomeſt women in town, though then little 
known at court: ſo much of a-coquette as to diſcourage no one; 
1 and ſo great was her deſire of appearing magnificently, that 


mne was ambitious to vie with thoſe of the greateſt fortunes, 


tough unable to ſupport the expence. All this ſuited the Che- 
valier de Grammont therefore, without trifling away his time 
in uſeleſs ceremonies, he applied to her porter for admittance, 


. andchoſe one of her lovers for his confidant. 


-> , Tris lover, who was not deficient in wit, was at that time 
a Mr. Jones, afterwards Earl of Ranelagh: What engaged him 
to ſerve the Chevalier de Grammont, was to traverſe the deſigns 
of a moſt dangerous rival, and to relieve himſelf from an ex- 
pPence which began to lie too heavy upon him. In both reſ- 

pects the Chevalier anſwered his purpoſe. | 

© IMMEDIATELY. ſpies were placed, letters and preſents 
flew about : he was received as well as he could wiſh : he 
Was permitted to ogle : he was even ogled again; but this 
Was all: he found that the fair one was very willing to 
accept, but was tardy in making returns. This induced him, 
without Sling up his nn to her, to . his fortune 
elſewhere. 
AMONG the! Queen's pgs of honor, there was one called 
Warmeſtre: She was a beauty very different from the other. 
Mrs. Middleton was well made, fair and delicate ; but had in 
her behaviour and diſcourſe ſomething preciſe and affected. 
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The indolent languiſhing airs ſhe gave herſelf did not pleaſe 
every body: People grew weary of thoſe ſentiments- of deli- 
cacy, which ſhe endeavoured to explain without underſtanding 
them herſelf; and inſtead of entertaining ſhe became tireſome. 
In theſe attempts ſhe gave herſelf ſo much trouble, that ſhe 
made the company uneaſy, and her ambition to paſs for a 
wit, only eſtabliſhed her the reputation of being tireſome, 
which laſted much longer than her beauty. 

Miss Warmeſtre was brown: She had no ſhape at all, 
and till leſs air ; but ſhe had a very lively complexion, very 
ſparkling eyes, tempting looks, which ſpared nothing that 
might engage a lover, and promiſed every thing which could 
preſerve him. In the end, it very plainly appeared that her 
conſent went along with her eyes to the laſt degree of indiſ- 
cretion. | 9118 | 

IT was between theſe two goddeſſes that the inclinations 
of the Chevalier de Grammont ſtood wavering, and between 
whom his preſents were divided. Perfumed gloves, pocket 
looking-glaſſes, elegant boxes, apricot paſte, eſſences, and other 
ſmall wares of love, arrived every week from Paris, with ſome 
new ſuit for himſelf; but, with regard to more ſolid preſents, 
ſuch as ear-rings, diamonds, brilliants, and bright guineas, all 
this was to be met with of the beſt ſort in London, and the 
ladies were as well pleaſed with them as if they had been 
brought from abroad. Eo 
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Miss Stewart's beauty began at this time to be celebrated. 
The Counteſs of Caftlemaine perceived that the King paid 
attention to her; but, inſtead of being alarmed at it, ſhe fa- 
vored, as far as ſhe was able, this new inclination, whether 
from an indiſcretion common to all thoſe who think them- 
ſelves ſuperior to the reſt of mankind, or whether ſhe deſigned, 
by this paſtime, to divert the King's attention from the com- 
merce which ſhe held with Jermyn. She was not ſatisfied with 
appearing without any degree of uneaſineſs at a preference 
whach all the court began to remark : ſhe even affected to make 
Miſs Stewart her favorite, and invited her to all the entertain- 
ments ſhe made for the King ; and, in confidence of her own 
charms, with the greateſt indiſcretion, ſhe often kept her to 
fleep. The King, who ſeldom neglected to viſit the Counteſs 
before ſhe roſe, ſeldom failed likewiſe to find Miſs Stewart in 


bed with her. The moſt indifferent objects have charms in a 
new attachment: However, the imprudent Counteſs was not 


jealous of this rival's appearing with her, in ſuch a ſituation, 
being confident, that whenever ſhe thought fit, ſhe could tri- 
umph over all the advantages which theſe opportunities could 


afford Miſs Stewart; but ſhe was quite miſtaken. 


Tur Chevalier de Grammont took notice of this conduct, 
without being able to comprehend it; but, as he was attentive 
to the inclinations of the King, he began to make his court 
to him, by enhancing the merit of this new miſtreſs. Her 
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figure was more ſhewy than engaging : it was hardly poflible 


for a woman to have leſs wit, or more beauty: all her fea- 
tures were fine and regular; but her ſhape was not good : yet 
ſhe was flender, ſtraight enough, and taller than the generality 
of women: ſhe was very graceful, ' danced well, and ſpoke 


French better than her mother-tongue : ſhe was well bred, 
and poſſeſſed, in perfection, that air of dreſs which is fo much | 


admired, and which cannot be attained, unleſs it be taken 


when young, in France. While her charms were gaining 


ground in the King's heart, the Counteſs of Caſtlemaine 
amuſed herſelf in the gratification of all her caprices. 9 65 
Mas. Hyde was one of the firſt of the beauties who were 
prejudiced wirh a blind prepoſſeſſion in favour of Jermyn: 
She had juſt married a man whom ſhe loved: by this marriage 
ſhe became fifter-in-law to the Duchefs, brilliant by her own 
native luſtre, and full, of pleaſantry and wit. However, ſhe 


was of opinion, that ſo long as ſhe was not talked of on 
account of Jermyn, all her other advantages would avail 
nothing for her glory: it was, therefore, to receive this 


finiſhing ſtroke, that ſhe: * to throw bea mto his 
arms. 


SHE Was of a middle ſize, had a ſkin of a 3 whate- 


| neſs, fine hands, and a foot furprizmgly beautiful, even in 


England: Long cuſtom had given ſuch a languiſhing tender- 


neſs to her looks, that ſhe never opened her eyes but hke a 
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Chineſe ; and, when ſhe ogled, one would have thought ſhe 
was doing ſomething elſe. 
- * JERMYN accepted of her at firſt; but, being ſoon puzzled 


I what to do With her, he thought it beſt to ſacrifice her to 
Lady Caftlemaine. The facrifice was far from being diſ- 
pleaſing to her: it was much to her glory to have carried 
off Jermyn from ſo many e ; — this was of no 
cs: in the end. 


Jacon Har, the famous rope-dancer, was at that time in 
fore in London: his ſtrength and agility charmed in public, 
even to a wiſh to know what he was in private; for he ap- 
peared, in his tumbling dreſs, to be quite of a different make, 
- and to have limbs very different from the fortunate: Jermyn. 


| The tumbler did not deceive Lady Caſtlemaine's expectations, 
If report may be believed; and as was intimated in many a 


ſong, much more -to the honour of the rope-dancer than 
of the Counteſs ; but ſhe deſpiſed all theſe rumours, and only 


LO {till more. handſome. 


Wuxx fatire thus found employment at her coſt, there 
were continual conteſts for the favors of another beauty, who 
was not much more niggardly in that way than herſelf : this 


was the Counteſs of Shrewſbury. 


Tur Earl of Arran, who had been one of her firſt ad- 
mirers, was not one of the laſt to deſert her: This beauty, 
leſs famous for her I, than for the misfortunes ſhe 
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occaſioned, placed her greateſt merits in being more capricious 
than any other. As no perſon could boaſt of being the only 
one in her favour; ſo no perſon could complain of having 
been ill received. | 

JeRMYN was diſpleaſed that ſhe had made no advances to 
him, without conſidering that ſhe had no leiſure for it: his 
pride was offended ; but the attempt which he made to take 
her from the reſt of her lovers, was very ill-adviſed. 

Tromas HowaRD, brother to the Earl of Carliſle, was one 
of them : There was not a braver, nor a more genteel man, in 
England; and though he was of a modeſt deameanor, and 
his manners appeared gentle and pacific, no perſon was more 
ſpirited, nor more paſſionate. Lady Shrewſbury, inconſiderately 
returning the firſt ogles of the invincible Jermyn, did not at all 
make herſelf more agreeable to Howard: that, however, ſhe paid 
little attention to; yet, as ſhe deſigned to keep fair with him, 


ſhe conſented to accept an entertainment which he had often 


propoſed, and which ſhe durſt no longer refuſe. A place of 


amuſement, called Spring Garden, was fixed upon for the 
ſcene of this entertainment. | Vers 


As ſoon as the party was ſettled, Jermyn was privately 


informed of it. Howard had a company in the regiment of 


guards, and one of the ſoldiers of his company played pretty 


well on the bagpipes: this ſoldier was therefore at the enter- 
tainment. Jermyn was at the garden, as by chance; and, puffed 
up with his former ſucceſſes, he truſted to his victorious air 
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for accompliſhing this laft enterprize : He no ſooner appeared 


2 en the walks, than her e n, herſelf upon the 


8 e ee 2 | 
I KN. not how ſhe Hood affectel to her hero ; but 
"want, did not fancy him much: This did not prevent 
tis coming up ſtairs, upon the firſt fign ſne made to him; 
and not content with acting the petty tyrant, at an enter- 
bainment not made for himſelf, no ſooner had he gained the 
foft looks of the fair one, than he exhauſted all his common- 
place, and all his ſtock of low: irony, i ping at the 
entertainment, and ridiculing the muſic. 

- Howarp poſſefled but little raillery, ian ſtill leſs pa- 
 tience : Three times was the banquet. on the point of being 
ſtained with blood; but three times did he ſuppreſs his na- 
tural impefliofity;.1 in order to p his reſentment elſewhere 
- with greater freedom. 

_JenMyN, ala. paying the leaſt : attention to his ill- 
2 ur, purſued his point, continued talking to Lady 
* Shrenlbury and did not leave her until the repaſt was 
ended. | 
Als went to bed, proud of this b Uiumph. and was waked 
next morning by a challenge: He took, for his ſecond, Giles 
Rawlings, a man of intrigue, and a deep player. Howard 
took Dillon, who was dexterous and brave, much of a gentle- 
man, and, unfortunately, an intimate friend to Rawlings. 
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In this duel fortune did not ſide with the votaries of 
love: Poor Rawlings was left ſtone dead; and Jermyn, hav- 
ing received three wounds, was carried to his uncle's, with 
very little ſigns of life. 

WhiLe the report of this event engaged the courtiers, ac- 
cording to their ſeveral intereſts, the Chevalier de Grammont 
was informed by Jones, his friend, his confidant, and his rival, 
that there was another gentleman very attentive to Mrs. Mid- 
dleton : This was Montagu, no very dangerous rival on account 
of his perſon, but very much to be feared for his aſſiduity, the 
acuteneſs of his wit, and for ſome other talents, which are of 
importance, when a man is once permitted to difplay them. 

THzRE needed not half ſo much to bring into action all 
the Chevalier's vivacity, in point of competition: Vexation 
awakened in him whatever expedients the deſire of revenge, 
malice, and experience, could ſuggeſt, for troubling the de- 
ſigns of a rival, and tormenting a miſtreſs. His firſt inten- 
tion was to return her letters, and demand his preſents, be- 
fore he began to teaze her ; but, rejectin g this project, as too 
weak a revenge for the injuſtice done him, he was upon the 
point of conſpirin 8 the deſtruction of poor Mrs. Middleton, 
when, by accident, he met with Miſs Hamilton. From this 
moment ended all his reſentment againſt Mrs. Middleton, 
and all his attachment to Miſs Warmeſtre: no longer was he 
inconſtant : no longer were his wiſhes fluctuating: this object 
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fixed them all ; and, of all his former habits, none remained, 


except uneaſineſs and jealouſy. 
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Here his firſt care was to pleaſe; but he very plainly ſaw, 
that, to ſucceed, he muſt act in a quite different manner to that. 


| which he had been accuſtomed to. 


The family of the Hamiltons, being very numerous, lived 
in a large and commodious houſe near the court: the Duke 
of Ormond's family was continually with them; and here 


perſons of the greateſt diſtinction in London conſtantly met: 
The Chevalier de Grammont was here received in a man- 


ner agreeable to his merit and quality, and was aſtoniſhed that 
he had ſpent ſo much time in other places; for, after having 
made this acquaintance, he was deſirous of no other. 

All the world agreed, that Miſs Hamilton was worthy of 
the moſt ardent and ſincere affection : nobody could boaſt a 
nobler birth, nothing was more charming than her perſon. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


TRE Chevalier de Grammont, never ſatisfied in his amours, 


was fortunate without being beloved, and became jealous 
without having an attachment. Fa, 

Mxs. Middleton, as we have ſaid, was going to expe- 
rience what methods he could invent to torment, after having 
experienced his powers: of pleaſing. hh 

He went in ſearch of her to the gf 
where there was a ball: There” ſhe was; but fortunately: for 
her, Miſs Hamilton was there likewiſe. - It had ſo happened, 
that of all the 'beautiful women at court, this was the lady 
whom he had leaſt ſeen, arid whom he had heard moſt com- 
mended : This, therefore, was the firſt time that he had a cloſe 
view of her, and he ſoon found that he had ſeen nothing at 
court before this inſtant: He aſked her ſome queſtions, to 
which ſhe replied: As long as ſhe was dancing, his eyes were 
fixed upon her; and from this time he no longer reſented Mrs. 
Middleton's conduct. Miſs Hamilton was at the happy age 
when the charms of the fair ſex begin to bloom: She had the 
fineſt ſhape, the lovelieſt neck, and moſt beautiful arms in the 
world: She was majeſtic and graceful in all her movements; 
and ſhe was the original after which all the ladies copied in 
their taſte and air of dreſs. Her forehead was open, white, and 


ſmooth ; her hair was well ſet, and fell with eaſe into that 
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natural order which it is ſo difficult to imitate. Her complexion 
was poſſeſſed of a certain freſhneſs, not to be equalled by bor- 
rowed colours: her eyes were not large, but they were lively, 
and capable of expreſſing whatever ſhe pleaſed : her mouth 
was full of graces, and her contour uncommonly perfect: nor 
was her noſe, which was ſmall, delicate, and turned up, the 
leaſt ornament of ſo lovely a face. In fine, her air, her car- 
riage, and the numberleſs graces diſperſed over her whole per- 
ſon, made the Chevalier de Grammont not doubt, but that ſhe 
was poſſeſſed of every other qualification. Her mind was a 
proper companion for ſuch a form : She did not endeavour to 
ſhine in converſation by thoſe ſprightly fallies which only 
puzzle; and with ſtill greater care ſhe avoided that affected 
ſolemnity in her diſcourſe, which produces ſtupidity ; but, 
without any eagerneſs to talk, ſhe juſt ſaid what ſhe ought, 
and no more. She had an admirable diſcernment in diſtin- 
guiſhing between ſolid and falſe wit; and far from making 
an oſtentatious diſplay of her abilities, ſhe was reſerved, though 
very juſt in her deciſions : Her ſentiments were always noble, 
and even lofty to the higheſt extent, when there was occaſion : 
Nevertheleſs, ſhe was leſs prepoſſeſſed with her own merit than 
is uſually the caſe with thoſe who have ſo much. Formed, as 
we have deſcribed, ſhe could not fail of commanding love; but 
ſo far was ſhe from courting it, that ſhe was ſcrupulouſly nice 
with reſpect to thoſe whoſe merit might entitle them to form 
any pretenſions to her. 
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THE more the Chevalier de Grammont was convinced of 
theſe truths, the more did he endeavour to pleaſe and engage 
her in his turn: His entertaining wit, his converſation, lively, 
eaſy, and always diſtinguiſhed by novelty, conſtantly gained 
him attention ; but he was much embarraſſed to find that 
preſents, which ſo eaſily made their way in his former method 
of courtſhip, were no longer proper in the mode which, for 
the future, he was obliged to purſue. 

He had an old valet-de-chambre, called 'Termes, a bold 
thief, and a ſtill more impudent lar : He uſed to ſend this 
man from London every week, on the commiſſions we have 
before mentioned ; but after the diſgrace of Mrs. Middleton, 
and the adventure of Miſs Warmeſtre, Mr. Termes was only 
employed in bringing his maſter's clothes from Paris, and he 
did not always acquit himſelf with the greateſt fidelity in that 
employment, as will appear hereafter. 

Tung Queen was a woman of ſenſe, and uſed all her en- 
deavours to pleaſe the King, by that kind obliging behaviour 
which her affection made natural to her: She was particularly 
attentive in promoting every ſort of pleaſure and amuſement, 

eſpecially ſuch as ſhe could be preſent at herſelf. 

SHE had contrived, for this purpoſe, a ſplendid maſque- 
rade, where thoſe, whom ſhe appointed to dance, had to repre- 
ſent different nations: She allowed ſome time for preparation, 
during which we may ſuppoſe, the taylors, the mantua-makers, 
and embroiderers, were not idle: Nor were the beauties, who 
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were to be there, leſs anxiouſly employed ; however, Miſs Ha- 

milton found time enough to invent two or three little tricks, 
in a conjuncture ſo favourable, for turning into ridicule the 
vain fools” of the court. There were two who were very 
eminently ſuch: the one was Lady Muſkerry, who had mar- 


ried her couſin- german; and the other a maid of honor to 
the Ducheſs, called Blague. | 


Tux firſt, whoſe huſband: moſt n never married 
| her for her beauty, was made, like the generality of rich hei- 
reſſes, to whom juſt nature ſeems ſparing of her gifts, in pro- 

portion as they are loaded with thoſe of fortune: She had the 
© ſhape of a woman big with child, without being ſo; but had a 
very good reaſon for limping; for, of two legs uncommonly 
ſhort, one was much ſhorter than the other: A face ſuitable to 
this deſcription” gave the finiſhing ſtroke to this diſagreeable 
Miss Blague was another ſpecies of ridicule : Her ſhape 
Was neither good nor bad: her-countenance-bore the appear- 
ance of the greateſt inſipidity, and her complexion was the 
ſame all over; with two little hollow eyes, adorned with 
White eye-laſhes; as long as one's finger. With theſe attrac- 
tions ſhe placed herſelf in ambuſcade to ſurprize unwary hearts; 
but ſhe might have done ſo in vain, had it not been for the ar- 
rival of the Marquls de Briſacier. Heaven ſeemed to have made 
them for each other: He had in his perſon and manners every 
requiſite to dazzle a creature of her character: he talked 


FE II LIT 


— 


Werne 
WA. 


5 PAL +7 . 
2 — * eee 
Nr nl = 2.4% 
* FL) <ADPILYTD 2 
Are 
19799 „% 2-4 & 
— — 5 
" enn * 7 he - 
ELIE LANG IE IE 
. * # 


It 

LI? 
8 N Mfc 
wg LM 


* 


. 


* 


EST IEG. 


Huub. * 79. 7799. ru en, Fall ud. Fleece Joe, 


ONSIBTR |FÞRISACIER, 


' TE 
WY 14 'T i A Mang! 
. 
- 


wr ORs —„— 
— — s 


gi 


St tt nv 


” 


— 


3 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 117 


eternally, without ſaying any thing, and in his dreſs exceeded 

the moſt extravagant faſhions. Miſs Blague believed that all 
this finery was on her account ; and the Marquis believed that 
her long eye-laſhes had never taken aim at any but himſelf : 
Every body perceived their inclination for each other; but they 
had only converſed by mute interpreters, when Miſs Hamilton 
took it into her head to intermeddle in their affairs. 

SHE was willing to do every thing in order, and therefore 
began with her couſin Muſkerry, on account of her rank. 
Her two darling foibles were dreſs and dancing. Magnificence 
of dreſs was intolerable with her figure; and though her 
dancing was ſtill more inſupportable, ſhe never miſſed a ball 
at court: and the Queen had ſo much complaiſance for the 
public, as always to make her dance; but it was impoſſible to 
give her a part in an entertainment ſo important and ſplendid 
as this maſquerade: however, ſhe was dying with impatience 
for the orders ſhe expected. 

IT was in conſequence of this impatience, of which Miſs 
Hamilton was informed, that ſhe founded the deſign of 
diverting herſelf at the expence of this filly woman. The 
Queen ſent notes to thoſe whom ſhe appointed to be preſent, 
and deſcribed the manner in which they were to be dreſſed. 
Miſs Hamilton wrote. a note exactly in the ſame manner to 
Lady Muſkerry, with directions for her to be dreſſed in the 
Babylonian faſhion.. 
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Su aſſembled her counſel to adviſe about the means of 
ſending it : This cabinet was compoſed of one of her brothers 
and a ſiſter, who were glad to divert themſelves at the expence 
of thoſe who deſerved it. After having-conſulted ſome time, 
they at laſt reſolved upon a mode of conveying it into her own 
hands. Lord Muſkerry was juſt going out, when ſhe received 

it : He was a man of honor, rather ſerious, very ſevere, and a 
mortal enemy to ridicule. His wife's deformity was not ſo 
intolerable to him, as the ridiculous figure ſne made upon all 
occaſions. He thought that he was ſafe in the preſent caſe, 
not believing that the Queen would ſpoil her maſquerade by 
naming Lady Muſkerry as one of the dancers; nevertheleſs, 
as he was acquainted with the paſſion his wife had to expoſe 
herſelf in public, by her dreſs and dancing, he had juſt been 
adviſing her very ſeriouſly to content herſelf with being a 
ſpectator of this entertainment, even though the Queen ſhould 
have the cruelty to engage her in it: he then took the liberty 
to ſhew her what little ſimilarity there was between her fi gure, 
and that of perſons to whom dancing and magnificence in 
dreſs were allowable. His ſermon concluded at laſt, by -an 
expreſs prohibition to ſolicit a place at this entertainment, 
which they had no thoughts of giving her ; but far from tak- 
ing his advice in good part, ſhe imagined that he was the 
only perſon who had prevented the Queen from doing her 
an honor ſhe ſo ardently defired ; and as ſoon as he was gone 
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out, her deſign was to go and throw herſelf at her Majeſty's 
feet to demand juſtice. She was in this very diſpoſition when 
ſhe received the billet : three times did ſhe kiſs it; and with- 
out regarding her huſband's injunctions, ſhe immediately got 
into her coach in order to get information of the merchants 
who traded to the Levant, in what manner 1 ladies of quality 
dreſſed in Babylon. 

Tux plot laid for Miſs Blague was of a different kind: 
She had ſuch faith in her charms, and was ſo confident of 
their effects, that ſhe could believe any thing. Briſacier, 
whom ſhe looked upon as deſperately ſmitten, had wit, which 
he ſet off with common place talk, and with little ſonnets: 
He ſung out of tune moſt methodically, and was continually 
exerting one or other of theſe happy talents: The Duke of 
Buckingham did all he could to ſpoil him, by the praiſes he 
beſtowed both upon his voice and upon his wit. 

Miss BLAd ux, who hardly underſtood a word of French, 
regulated herſelf upon the Duke's authority, in admiring the 
one and the other: It was remarked, that all the words which 
he ſung to her were in praiſe of fair women, and that always 
taking this to herſelf, ſhe caſt down her eyes in acknowledge- 
ment and conſciouſneſs : It was upon theſe obſervations they 
reſolved to make a jeſt of her, the firſt opportunity. 

WnnIIx theſe little projects were forming, the King, who 
always wiſhed to oblige the Chevalier de Grammont, aſked 
him, if he would make one at the maſquerade, on condition 
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of being Miſs Hamilton's partner ? He did not pretend to 
dance ſufficiently well for an occaſion like the preſent ; yet he 
was far from refuſing the offer: Sire, ſaid he, of all the 


„ favors you have been pleaſed to ſnew me, ſince my arrival, 
1 this mote ſenſibly than any other; and to convince 
+ you of my gratitude, I promiſe you all the good offices in 

| « my power with Miſs Stewart.” He faid this,- becauſe they 


had juſt given her an apartment ſeparate from the reſt of the 
maids of honor, which made the courtiers begin to pay reſpect 


to her. The King was very well pleaſed. at this pleaſantry, 


and having thanked him for ſo neceſſary an offer: Monſieur 
be Chevalier,” aid he, in what ſtyle do you intend to dreſs 


. * yourſelf 4 for the ball? I leave you the choice of all countries. 
| * If fo, fait theChevaljer, Iwill dreſs after the French manner, 


in order to diſguiſe myſelf; for they already do me the 


honor to take me fon an Engliſhman. in your city of Lon- 
don. Had it not been for this, I ſhould have wiſhed to have 


te appeared as à Roman; but for fear of embroiling myſelf 


, with Prince Rupert, who ſo warmly eſpouſes the intereſts of 
0 Alexander againſt Lord Thanet, who declares himſelf for 
„ Cæſar, Idare no longer think of aſſuming the hero: Never- 
e theleſs, though I may dance awkwardly, yet, by obſerving 


** the tune, and with a little alertneſs, I hope to come off pretty 


'* well; beſides, Miſs Hamilton will take care that too much 


* attention ſnall not be paid to me. As for my dreſs, I ſhall 
5 ſend Termes off to-morrow morning; and if I do not ſhew 


«<2 


> 4 2 Tf <7 wie” 


2&7 


- 


lo 44-0 Ew — od i 6 ar 


n 


— 


7 


my » © "> — - 
P 


— * * A * % o 1 - F 4 * # _ — G 5 
——— — — — e U i A ora ans 2 2 — 8 — : — —— - — * - 
— — ID > PROS — — a - "p_— rg IF Cs — — ** : men LE 5 


—— — —y—e—P —ͤ— 22 PAD, REDS x 11 — AGREE AA ——— . — 


; INTEL | mum WW Ul 8 
: ; | f 


ERS 7 
1888 


18 


rau, E ᷣ :e. 


mw 


* e 


Z.. 799 Gy 4 


PRINCE RUPPERT. 
en p 
an the 2% 


; 


A > \ | 
Dee bk 
„ i or Re | 
| oy x tad . = 2 PC Ws won 


ee 


A 
7 


Ul 


will 


7 


5 


6 


— — 


——U—ͤ— 


— 22 


r 


=> > 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 121 


e you at his return the moſt ſplendid. habit you have ever 
< ſeen, look upon mine as the moſt diſgraced nation in your 
* maſquerade.” | 

TEeRMEs ſet out with ample inſtructions, on the ſubject 
of his journey; and his maſter, redoubling his impatience on 
an occaſion like the preſent, before the courier could be landed, 
began to count the minutes in - expectation of his return: 
Thus was he employed, until the very eve of the ball; and 


that was the day that Miſs Hamilton and her little ſociety had 


fixed for the execution of their project. | | 
 MaRT1aL gloves. were then very much in faſhion : ſhe 
had by chance ſeveral pairs of them: ſhe ſent one to Miſs 


Blague, accompanied with four yards of yellow ribband, the 
paleſt ſhe could find, to which ſhe added this note: 


* You were the other day more charming than all the fair 


« women in the world: you looked yeſterday ſtill more fair 


« than you did the day before: if you go on, what will 
ee become of my heart? But it is a long time ſince that has 
« been a prey to your pretty little young wild boar's eyes. 
« Shall you be at the maſquerade to-morrow? But can there 
ce be any charms at an entertainment, at which you are not 
« preſent? It does not ſignify : I ſhall know you in whatever 
ce diſguiſe you may be: but I ſhall be the better informed of my 
fate, by the preſent I ſend you: You will wear knots of this 
„ ribband in your hair; and theſe gloves will kiſs the moſt 
«© beautiful hands in the univerſe.” 
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Tris billet, with the preſent, were delivered to Miſs 
Blague, with the ſame ſucceſs as the other had been conveyed 
to Lady Muſkerry. Miſs Hamilton had juſt received an account 
of it, when the latter came to pay her a viſit : Something 
ſeemed to poſſeſs her thoughts very much; when, having ſtaid 
ſome time, her couſin deſired her to walk into her cabinet. 
As ſoon as they were there: I deſire your ſecreſy for what 
« T am going to tell you,” ſaid Lady Muſkerry. © Do not 


« you wonder what ſtrange creatures men are? Do not truſt 


© to them, my dear couſin : My Lord Muſkerry, who, before 
« our marriage, could have paſſed whole days and nights in 
te ſeeing me dance, thinks proper now to forbid me dancing, 
« and ſays it does not become me. This is not all: he has fo 
<« often rung in my ears the ſubject of this maſquerade, that 
« T am obliged to hide from him the honor the Queen has 


done me, in inviting me to it. However, I am ſurpriſed 


J am not informed who is to be my partner: But 
« if you knew what a plague it is, to find out, in this 
* curſed town, in what manner the people of Babylon dreſs, 
you would pity me for what I have ſuffered fince the time I 
have been appointed: beſides, the coſt which it * me to 
< 18 beyond all imagination.” 

Here it was that Miſs Hamilton's inclination to laugh, 
which had increaſed in proportion as ſhe endeavoured to ſup- 
preſs it, at length overcame her, and broke out in an immoderate 
fit: Lady Muſkerry took it in good humor, not doubting 


* 
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but it was the fantaſtical conduct of her huſband that ſhe was 
laughing at. Miſs Hamilton told her, that all huſbands were 


much the ſame, and that one ought not to be concerned at 


their whims; that ſhe did not know who was to be her 
partner at the maſquerade; but that, as ſhe was named, the 
gentleman named with her would certainly not fail to attend 
her; although ſhe could not comprehend, why he had not yet 
declared himſelf, unleſs he likewiſe had ſome fantaſtical —_ 
who had forbid him to dance. 


Tris converſation being finiſhed, Lady Muſkerry went 


away in great haſte, to endeavour to learn ſome news of her 


partner. Thoſe who were accomplices in the plot were 
laughing very heartily at this viſit, when Lord Muſkerry paid 
them one in his turn, and taking Mifs Hamilton afide : 
« Do you know, ſaid he, whether there is to be any ball in 
« the City tomorrow? No,” ſaid ſhe; © but why do you 
« aſk? Becauſe,” ſaid he, © I am informed that my wife 
« is making great preparations of dreſs. I know very well 
e ſhe is not to be at the maſquerade : that I have taken care of; 
<« but as the devil is in her for dancing, I am very much 


« afraid, that ſhe will be affording ſome freſh ſubje& for 


« ridicule, notwithſtanding all my precautions: however, 
« if it was amongſt the citizens, at ſome prongs party, I ſhould 
not much mind it. 

Turx fatisfied him as well as a could, and having 
diſmiſſed him, under pretence of a thouſand things they had 
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to prepare for the next day, Miſs Hamilton thought herſelf 
at liberty for that morning, when in came Miſs Price, 
one of the maids of honor to the Ducheſs. This was juſt what 
ſhe was wiſhing for : This lady and Miſs Blague had been at 
variance ſome time, on account of Duncan, whom Maſs Price 
had drawn away from the other; and hatred ſtill ſubſiſted 
between theſe two divinities. e 

Tnovon the maids of honor were not nominated for the 
maſquerade, yet they were to aſſiſt at it; and conſequently 
were to neglect nothing to ſet themſelves off to advantage. 
Miſs Hamilton had ſtill another pair of gloves of the ſame ſort 


as thoſe ſhe had ſent to Miſs Blague, which ſhe made a preſent 
of to her rival, with a few knots of the ſame ribband, which 
appeared to have been made on purpoſe for her, brown as ſhe 
was. Miſs Price returned her a thouſand thanks, and promiſed 
to do herſelf the honor of wearing them at the ball. You 
* will oblige me if you do, ſaid Miſs Hamilton, but if 
e you. mention that ſuch a trifle as this comes from me, I 
ce ſhall never forgive you; but,” continued ſhe, © do not go 
and rob poor Miſs Blague of the Marquis Briſacier, as 
you already have of Duncan: I know very well that it is 
wholly in your power: you have wit: you ſpeak French; 
and were he once to converſe with you ever ſo little, the other 
could have no pretenſions to him.” This was enough: Miſs 
Blague was only ridiculous and coquettiſh : Miſs Price was 
ridiculous, coquettiſh, and ſomething elſe beſides. 
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Tux day being come, the court, more ſplendid than ever, 
exhibited all its magnificence at this maſquerade. The 
company were all met except the Chevalier de. Grammont: 
every body was aſtoniſhed that he ſhould be one of the laſt at 


ſuch a time, as his readineſs was ſo remarkable on every occa- bo 


ſion ; but they were {till more ſurprized, to ſee him at length 
appear in an ordinary court: dreſs, which he had worn before. 
The thing was prepoſterous on ſuch an occaſion, and very 
extraordinary with reſpect to him : In vain had he the 
fineſt point-lace, with the largeſt and beſt * powdered: peruque 
imaginable : His dreſs, magnificent enough for any oy 
purpoſe, was not at all proper for this entertainment. 

Tre King immediately took notice of it: « Chevalier,” 
ſaid he, Termes is not arrived then? Pardon me, Sire,” ſaid 


he, «God be thanked!” - Why God be thanked!” ſaid the 


King; © has any thing happened to him on the road? Sire 
ſaid the Chevalier de Grammont, this 1s the hiſtory of my 


« dreſs, and of Termes, my meſſenger.” At theſe words the 


ball, ready to begin, was ſuſpended: the dancers making a 
circle around the Chevalier de Grammont, he continued his 
ſtory in the following manner | 

« It is now two days ſince this fellow onghin to. back been' 
here, according to my. orders and his proteſtations: You 
« may judge of my impatience all this day, when I found he 


« did not come: At laſt, after I had heartily curſed him, about 


« an hour ago, he arrived, ſplaſhed all over from head to 
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<« foot, booted up to the waiſt, and looking as if he had been 
* excommunicated : Very well, Mr. Scoundrel, ſaid I, this 
« js juſt like you, you muſt be waited for to the very laſt 


e minute, and it is a miracle that you are arrived at all. Yes, 


“faith, ſaid he, it is a miracle. You are always grumbling: 
<< had the fineſt ſuit in the world made for you, which the 
«© Duke de Guiſe himſelf was at the trouble of ordering. Give 
« it me then, ſcoundrel, ſaid I. Sir, ſaid he, if I did not 
* employ a dozen embroiderers upon it, who did nothing but 
« work day and night, I am a raſcal : I never left them one 
* moment. And where is it, traitor, ſaid I: do not ſtand 
e here prating, while I ſhould be dreſſing. I had, continued 
ce he, packed it up, made it tight, and folded it in ſuch a manner, 
e that all the rain in the world could never have been able to 


reach it; and I rid poſt, day and night, knowing your 


« impatience, and that you were not to be trifled with. 
« But where is it? ſaid I. Loft, Sir, faid he, claſping his 
e hands. How! loſt, ſaid I in furprize. Yes, loſt, periſhed, 


e fwallowed up: what can I ſay more? What! was the 


<« packet-boat caſt away then, ſaid I. Oh! indeed, Sir, a 
« great deal worſe, as you ſhall ſee, anſwered he: I was within 
e half a league of Calais yeſterday morning, and I was 
reſolved to go by the ſea-fide, to make greater haſte ; but, 
indeed, they fay very true, that nothing is like the high- 
% way; for I got into a quick-ſand, where I ſunk up to the 
chin. A quick-ſand, ſaid I, near Calais. Yes, Sir, faid 


0 
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« he, and ſuch a quick-ſand, that, the devil take me, if they 
<« ſaw any thing but the top of my head when they pulled me 
« out: As for my horſe, fifteen men could ſcarce get him 
out; but the portmanteau, where I had unfortunately put 
your clothes, could never be found: it muſt be at leaſt a 
* league under ground.“ | | 
« Tris, Sire, continued the Chevalier de Grammont, 
< 15 the adventure, and the relation which this honeſt gentle- 
* man has given me of it. I ſhould certainly have killed him, 
but I was. afraid of making Miſs Hamilton wait, and I 
« was defirous of giving your Majeſty immediate advice of the 
«© quick-ſand, that your couriers may take care to avoid it.” 
Tre King was ready to ſplit his ſides with laughing, 
when the Chevalier de Grammont reſuming the diſcourſe: 
« A propos, Sire, ſaid he, I had forgot to tell you, that to 
e increaſe my ill humour, I was ſtopped, as I was getting out 
6 of my chair, by the devil of a phantom in maſquerade, 


ce who would by all means perſuade me, that the Queen had 


e commanded me to dance with her; and as I excuſed myſelf 
« with the leaſt rudeneſs poſſible, ſhe charged me to find out 
* who was to be her partner, and deſired me to ſend him to her 


immediately: ſo that your Majeſty wall do well to give 


« orders about it; for ſhe has placed herſelf in ambuſh in a 
ee coach, to ſeize upon all thoſe who paſs through Whitehall. 
© However, I muſt tell you, that it is worth while to ſee her 
« dreſs; for ſhe muſt have at leaſt ſixty ells of gauze and filver 


1 
= — — 


—— — — 


Ds one) * * ; RIP 
— — 8 „ — — . 
— - 8 . 2 
4 e 2 . 2 
: 4 Rm vx ty 2 y pd T 
* — 2 2 8 7 a 
— 4 4 * 
4 b * -< * . » 
3 2 . — ens » 
— — — - — A A 


e M —w»—-—ww_= 
2 
Fes , 


R 
* ts 


! 

1 
[4 
101 
it's. 
WA. 


* 
TTY 
474 
| 'I© 
l i 1 
FF" 
Iran. 
e 
' Ss; £8 + 
| Fir 
=— } 
8 
7 
” 


N 
| 


123 MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 


e tiſſue about her, not to mention a ſort of a pyramid upon 
tc her head, adorned with a hundred thouſand baubles.” 

...- Tas laſt account ſurprized all the aſſembly, except thoſe 
who had a ſhare in the plot. The Queen aſſured them, that 
all ſhe had appointed for the ball were preſent ; and the King, 
having pauſed ſome minutes: I bet, ſaid he, that it is the 

<« Ducheſs of Newcaſtle. | And I, ſaid Lord Muſkerry, coming 
e up to Miſs Hamilton, will bet it is another fool; for I am 
©: very much miſtaken if it is not my wife.” | 

4 Tux King was for ſending to know who it was, and to 
bring her in: Lord Muſkerry offered himſelf for that ſervice, 
for the reaſon already mentioned; and it was very well he did 
ſo. Miſs Hamilton was not ſorry for this, knowing very well 
that he was not miſtaken in his conjecture: The jeſt would 
have gone much farther than ſhe intended, if the Princeſs of 
Babylon had appeared in all her glory. 

Tux ball was not very well executed, if one may be allowed 
the expreſſion, ſo long as they danced only ſlow dances ; and 
yet there were as good dancers, and as beautiful women in 
this aſſembly, as were to be found in the whole world: But 
as their number was not great, they left the French, and 
went to country dances. When they had danced ſome time, 
the King thought fit to introduce his auxiliaries, to give 
the others a little reſpite : The Queen's and the Ducheſs's 
maids of honor were therefore called in to dance with the 
gentlemen. - | 
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| THEN it was that they were at leiſure to take notice of 
Miſs Blague, and they found that the billet they had con- 
veyed to her on the part of Briſacier had its effect: ſhe was 
more yellow than ſaffron : her hair was ſtuffed with the citron- 
coloured ribband, which ſhe had put there out of complai- 
ſance; and, to inform Briſacier of his fate, ſhe raiſed often to 
her head her victorious hands, adorned with the gloves we 
have before mentioned: But, if they were ſurpriſed to ſee her 
in a head-dreſs that made her look more wan than ever, ſhe 
was very differently ſurpriſed to ſee Miſs Price partake with 
her in every particular of Briſacier's preſent : Her ſurpriſe 
ſoon turned to jealouſy ; for her rival had not failed to join 
in converſation with him, on account of what had been 
inſinuated to her the evening before; nor did Briſacier fail to 
return her firſt advances, without paying the leaſt attention to 
the fair Blague, nor to the ſigns which ſhe was tormenting 
herſelf to make him, to inform him of his happy deſtiny. 

Miss Price was ſhort and thick, and conſequently no 
dancer: The Duke of Buckingham, who brought Briſacier 
forward as often as he could, came to deſire him, on the part 
of the King, to dance with Miſs Blague, without knowing 
what was then paſſing in this nymph's heart: Briſacier ex- 
cuſed himſelf, on account of the contempt that he had for 
country dances : Miſs Blague thought that it was herſelf that 

he deſpiſed and, ſeeing that he was engaged in converſation 
with her mortal enemy, ſhe began to dance, without knowing 
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what ſhe was doing. Though her indignation and jealouſy 
were ſufficiently remarkable to divert the court, none but Miſs 
Hamilton and her accomplices, underſtood the joke perfectly : 
Their pleaſure was quite complete; for Lord Muſkerry returned, 
ſtill more confounded at the viſion, of which the Chevalier de 
Grammont had given the deſcription : He acquainted Miſs | 
Hamilton, that it was Lady Muſkerry herſelf, a thouſand 
times more ridiculous: than ſhe had ever been before, and that 
he had had immenſe trouble to ys her N and place a 
centry at her chamber door. 

Tux reader may think, perhaps, that's we * dwelt too 
long on theſe trifling incidents; perhaps he may be right: 
We will, therefore, paſs to others. 7 


-_ Every thing favored the Chevalier de Grammont in the 
new paſſion which he entertained : He was not, however, 
without rivals; but, what is a great deal more extraordinary, he 
was without uneaſineſs: he was acquainted with their under- 
ſtandings, and no — to Miſs Hamilton's way of 
thinking. 

2 Aion her lovers, the moſt 1 enden though the 
leaſt profeſſedly fo, was the Duke of Vork: it was in vain 
for him to conceal it, the court was too well acquainted with 
his character to doubt of his inclinations for her : He did not 
think it proper to declare ſuch ſentiments as were not fit for 
Miſs Hamilton to hear ; but he talked to her as much as he 
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could, and ogled her with great aſſiduity. As hunting was 
his favorite diverſion, that ſport employed him one part of the 
day, and he came home generally much fatigued; but Miſs 
Hamilton's preſence revived him, when he found her either 
with the Queen or the Ducheſs: There it was that, not daring 
to tell her of what lay heavy on his heart, he entertained her 
with what he had in his head; telling her miracles of the 
cunning of foxes and the mettle of horſes; giving her ac- 
counts of broken legs and arms, diſlocated ſhoulders, and 
other curious and entertaining adventures ; after which, his 
eyes told her the reſt, till ſuch time as ſleep interrupted their 
converſation ; for theſe tender interpreters could not help 
ſometimes compoſing themſelves in the midſt of their ogling. 
Tux Ducheſs was not at all alarmed at a paſſion which 
her rival was far from thinking fincere, and with which ſhe 
uſed to divert herſelf, as far as reſpe& would admit her: on 


the contrary, as her highneſs had an affection and eſteem for 
Miſs Hamilton, ſhe never treated her more graciouſly than on 


the preſent occaſion. 

Tg two Ruſſels, uncle and nephew, were two other of 
the Chevalier de Grammont's rivals: The uncle was full 
ſeventy, and had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his courage and fide- 
lity in the civil wars : His paſſions and intentions, with re- 


gard to Miſs Hamilton, appeared both at once ; but his mag- - 
nificence only appeared by halves in thoſe gallantries which 


love inſpires. It was not long ſince the faſhion of high- 
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crowned hats had been left off, in order to fall into the other 
extreme: Old Ruſſel, amazed at ſo terrible a change, re- 
ſolved to keep a medium, which made him remarkable: He 
was ſtill more ſo, by his conſtancy for cut doublets, which 
he ſupported a long time after they had been univerſally ſup- 
preſſed; but, what was more ſurpriſing than all, was a certain 
mixture of avarice and liberality, conſtantly at war with each 
other, ever ſince he had entered the liſts with love. 

His nephew was only of a younger brother's family, but 
was conſidered as his uncle's heir; and though he was under 
the neceſſity of attending to his uncle for an eſtabliſnment, 
and ſtill more ſo of humoring him, in order to get his 
eſtate, he could not avoid his fate. Mrs. Middleton ſhewed 
him a ſufficient degree of preference; but her favors could 
not ſecure him from the charms of Miſs Hamilton: His 


perſon would have had nothing diſagreeable in it, if he had 


but left it to nature ; but he was formal in all his actions, 
and ſilent even to ſtupidity; and yet rather more tireſome 
when he did ſpeak. 18 

Tur Chevalier de Grammont, very much at his eaſe in 
all theſe competitions, engaged himſelf more and more in his 
paſſion, without forming other deſigns, or conceiving other 
hopes, than to render himſelf agreeable : Though his paſſion 
was openly declared, no perſon at court regarded it otherwiſe 
than as a habit of gallantry, which goes no farther than to do 
juſtice to merit. | 
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H1s monitor, Saint Evremond, was quite of a different 
opinion; and finding, that, beſides an immenſe increaſe of 
magnificence and aſſiduity, he regretted thoſe hours which he 
beſtowed on play; that he no more ſought after thoſe long 
and agreeable converſations they uſed to have together; and 
. that this new attachment every where robbed him of himſelf: 

«© MonslEuR le Chevalier, ſaid he, methinks that for 
% ſome time you have left the town beauties and their lovers 
in perfect repoſe: Mrs. Middleton makes freſh conqueſts 
6 with impunity, and wears your preſents, under your noſe, 
« without your taking the ſmalleſt notice: Poor Miſs War- 
© meſtre has been very quietly brought-to-bed in the midſt of 
ce the court, without your having even ſaid a word about it: 
<« foreſaw it plain enough, Monſieur le Chevalier, you have 
got acquainted with Miſs Hamilton, and, what has never 
* before happened to you, you are really in love; but let us 
« conſider a little what may be the conſequence. In the firſt | 
e place, then, I believe, you have not the leaſt intention of | 
e ſeducing her: Such is her birth and merit, that if you were 
ee jn poſſeſſion of the eſtate and title of your family, it might 
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ce be excuſable in you to offer yourſelf upon honorable terms, 
e however ridiculous marriage may be in general: For, if you 
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« only wiſh for wit, prudence, and the treaſures of beauty, you 


ce could not pay your addreſſes to a more proper perſon ; but 
« for you, who poſſeſs only a very moderate ſhare. of thoſe 
e of fortune, you cannot pay your addreſſes more improperly. 
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« For, your brother Toulongeon, whoſe diſpoſition I am 
e acquainted with, will not have the complaiſance to die, to 
« favor your pretenſions: But ſuppoſe you had a competent 
« fortune for you both, and that is ſuppoſing a good deal, are 
<* you acquainted with the delicacy, not to ſay capriciouſneſs, 
te of this fair-one about ſuch an engagement? Do you know 
ce that ſhe has had the choice of the beſt matches in England? 
<« The Duke of Richmond paid his addreſſes to her firſt ; but 


_ & though he was in love with her, ſtill he was mercenary: 


ce however, the King, obſerving that want of fortune was the 
< only impediment to the match, took that article upon him- 
* ſelf, out of regard to the Duke of Ormond, to:the merit and 
«© birth of Miſs Hamilton, and to her father's ſervices; but, re- 
« ſenting that a man, who pretended to be in love, ſhould bar- 
“ gain like a merchant, and likewiſe reflecting upon his cha- 
te racter in the world, ſhe did not think that being Ducheſs 
« of Richmond was a-ſufficient recompence for the danger 
«> that was to be feared from a brute and a debauchee. | 
Has not little Jermyn, notwithſtanding his uncle's 
« oreat eſtate and his own brilliant reputation, failed in his 
ee ſuit to her? And has ſhe ever ſo much as vouchſafed to 
© look at Henry Howard, who is upon the point of being the 
ce firſt Duke in England, and who is already in actual poſſeſ- 
« ſion of all the eſtates of the houſe of Norfolk ? I confeſs 
e that he is a clown; but what other lady in all England 
e would not have diſpenſed with his ſtupidity and his diſagree- 
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able perſon, to be the firſt Ducheſs in the King with 
twenty-five thouſand a year. 


* To conclude, Lord Falmouth has told me himſelf, that he 


has always looked upon her as the only acquiſition wanting 


to complete his happineſs; but, that even at the height of the 
ſplendor of his fortune, he never had had the aſſurance to 
open his ſentiments to her; that he either felt in himſelf too 
much weakneſs, or too much pride, to be ſatisfied with ob- 
taining her ſolely by the perſuaſion of her relations; and 
that, though the firſt refuſals of the fair on ſuch occaſions 
are not much minded, he knew with what an air ſhe had 
received the addreſſes of thoſe whoſe perſons ſhe did not 
like. After this, Monſieur le Chevalier, conſider what me- 
thod you intend to purſue: For, if you are in love, the paſ- 
ſion will ſtill increaſe, and the greater the attachment, the 
leſs capable will you be of making thoſe ſerious reflections 


that are now in your power.“ 
c My poor philoſopher,” anſwered the Chevalier de Gram- 
mont, © you underſtand Latin very well, you can make good 


cc 


verſes, you underſtand the courſe, and are acquainted with 
the nature of the ſtars in the firmament ; but, as for the 
luminaries of the terreſtrial globe, you are utterly unac- 
quainted with them: You have told me nothing about 
Miſs Hamilton, but what the King told me three days ago. 


That ſhe has refuſed the ſavages you have mentioned is all 


in her favor: If ſhe had admitted their addreſſes, I would 
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136 MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 
e have had nothing to ſay to her, though I love her to diſtrac- 


ce tion. Attend now to what I am going to ſay: I am reſolved to 


e marry her, and I will have my tutor Saint Evremond himſelf 
e to be the firſt man to commend me for it. As for an eſta- 
be bliſhment, I ſhall make my peace with the King, and will 
ee ſolicit him to make her one of the Ladies of the Bed-cham- 
de ber to the Queen: this he will grant me. Toulongeon will 


<< die, without my aſſiſtance, and notwithſtanding all his care; 


* and Miſs Hamilton will have Semeat, with the Chevalier 


de Grammont, as an indemnification for the Norfolks and 
“ Richmonds. Now, have you any thing to advance againſt 
this project? For I will bet you an hundred louis, that every 


thing will happen as I have foretold it.“ 

- _ AT this time the King's attachment to Miſs Stewart was ſo 
public, that every perſon perceived, that if ſhe was but poſſeſſed 
of art, ſne might become as abſolute a miſtreſs over his conduct 
as ſhe was over his heart. This was a fine opportunity for thoſe 
who had experience and ambition. 'The Duke of Buckingham 


formed the deſign of governing her in order to ingratiate him- 


ſelf with the Kin g: God knows what a governor he would have 
been, and what a head he was poſſeſſed of, to guide another; 
however, he was the propereſt man in the world to inſinuate him- 
{elf with Miſs Stewart: ſhe was childiſh in her behaviour, and 
laughed at every thing, and her taſte for frivolous amuſements, 
though unaffected, was only allowable in a girl about twelve or 
thirteen years old. A child, however, ſhe was, in every other 
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reſpect, except playing with a doll: Blind-man's buff was her 
moſt favorite amuſement : ſhe was building caſtles of cards, 


while the deepeſt play was going on in her apartments, 
where you ſaw her ſurrounded by eager courtiers, who handed 


her the cards, or young architects, who endeavored to imi- 
tate her. | 3 
SHE had, however, a paſſion for muſic, and had ſome 
taſte for ſinging. The Duke of Buckingham, who built the 
fineſt towers of cards imaginable," had an agreeable voice: 
She had no averſion to ſcandal: and the Duke was both the 
father and the mother of ſcandal: he made ſongs, and in- 
vented old women's ſtories, with which ſhe was delighted ; but 
his particular talent conſiſted in turning into ridicule what- 
ever was ridiculous in other people, and in taking them off, 


even in their preſence, without their perceiving it: In ſhort, he - 
knew how to act all parts, with ſo much grace and pleaſantry, 


that it was difficult to do without him, when he had a mind 


to make himſelf agreeable; and he made himſelf fo neceſſary 


to Miſs Stewart's amuſement, that ſhe ſent all over-the town 
to ſeek for him, when he did not attend the King to her 
apartments. | | 

Hz was extremely handſome, and ſtill thought himſelf 
much more ſo than he really was: Although he had a great 


deal of diſcernment, yet his vanity made him miſtake ſome 


civilities as intended for his perſon, which were only beſtowed 


on his wit and drollery : In ſhort, being ſeduced by too good 
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an opinion of his own merit, he forgot his firſt project and 


his Portugueſe miſtreſs, in order to purſue a fancy in which 
he miſtook himſelf; for he no ſooner, began to act a ſerious 
part with Miſs Stewart, than he met with ſo ſevere a repulſe, 
that he abandoned, at once, all his deſigns upon her: How- 
ever, the familiarity ſhe had procured him with the King, 
opened the 28 to thoſe favors. to 3 ho: was . 
advanced. ö SITS! 
+ Loxd- 1 took up -ahis et: which the Duke of 

4 had abandoned, and endeavoured to gain poſſeſ- 
ſion of the mind of the miſtreſs, in order to govern the maſter. 
A man of greater merit, and higher birth than himſelf, might, 
however, have been ſatisfied with the fortune he had already 
acquired. His firſtinegociations: were during the treaty of the 
Pyrennees: and though he was unfucceſsful in his proceed- 
ings for his employer, yet he did not altogether loſe his 
time; for he perfectly acquired, in his exterior, the ſerious 
air and profound gravity of the Spaniards, and imitated pretty 
well their tardineſs in buſineſs: He had a ſcar acroſs his 
noſe, which was covered by a long patch, or rather by a ſmall 
plaiſter, 1 in form of a lozenge. | 

Scans in the face commonly give a man a certain fierce 
and martial air, which ſets him off to advantage; but it was 
quite the contrary with him, and this remarkable plaiſter ſo 
well ſuited his myſterious looks, that it ſeemed an addition to 
his gravity and ſelf-ſufficiency. 
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ARLINGToN, under the maſk of this compound counte- 
nance, where great earneſtneſs paſſed for buſineſs, and impe- 
netrable ſtupidity for ſecrecy, had given himſelf the character 
of a great politician; and no one having leiſure to examine 
him, he was taken at his word, and had been made miniſter 
and ſecretary of ſtate, upon the credit of his own im- 
portance. | 7; 
His ambition ſoaring ſtill above theſe high ſtations, 
after having provided himſelf with a great number of fine 
maxims, and ſome hiſtorical anecdotes, he obtained an audi- 
ence of Miſs Stewart, in order to diſplay them; at the ſame 
time offering her his moſt humble ſervices, and beſt advice, to 

aſſiſt her in conducting herſelf in the ſituation to which it had 
| pleaſed God, and her virtue, to raiſe her. But he was only in 
the preface of his ſpeech, when ſhe recollected that he was at 
the head of thoſe, whom the Duke of Buckingham uſed to 
mimic; and as his preſence and his language exactly revived 
the ridiculous ideas that had been given her of him, ſhe could 
not forbear burſting out into a fit of laughter in his face, ſo 
much the more violent as ſhe had for a long time ſtruggled to 
ſuppreſs it. | 

Tae miniſter was enraged : His pride became his poſt, 
and his punctilious behaviour merited all the ridicule which 
could be attached to it: He quitted her abruptly, with all the 
fine advice he had prepared for her, and was almoſt tempted 
to carry it to Lady Caſtlemaine, and to unite himſelf with 
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her intereſts ; or immediately to quit the court party, and 


declaim freely in parliament againſt the grievances of the 


ſtate, and particularly to propoſe an aft to forbid the keep- 
ing of miſtreſſes; but his prudence conquered his reſentments 


and thinking only how to enjoy with pleaſure the bleſſings of 


fortune, he ſent to Holland for a wife, in order to complete 


his felicity. 
Ham1rTon was, of all the courtiers, the beſt qualified to 


ſucceed in an enterprize, in which the Duke of Buckingham 
and Lord Arlington had miſcarried : He was thinking upon 
it; but his natural coquetry traverſed his intentions, and 
made him neglect the moſt advantageous proſpects in the 
world, in order unneceſſarily to attend to the advances and 


allurements thrown out to him by the Counteſs of Cheſter- 


field. This was one of the moſt agreeable women in the 


world: ſhe had a moſt exquiſite ſhape, though ſhe was not 
very tall: her complexion was extremely fair, with all the 
expreſſive charms of a brunette : ſhe had large blue eyes, very 
tempting and alluring : her manners were engaging : her wit 


lively and amuſing ; but her heart, ever open to tender ſen- 


timents, was neither ſcrupulous in point of conſtancy, nor 
nice in point of ſincerity. She was daughter to the Duke 
of Ormond, and Hamilton, being her couſin-german, they 
might be as much as they pleaſed in each other's company 
without being particular ; but as ſoon as her eyes gave him 
ſome encouragement, he entertained no other thoughts than 
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how to pleaſe her, without conſidering her fickleneſs, or the 
obſtacles he had to encounter. His intention, which we 
mentioned before, of eſtabliſhing himſelf in the confidence of 
Miſs Stewart, no longer occupied his thoughts: She now was 
of opinion that ſhe was capable of being the miſtreſs of her 
own conduct: ſhe had done all that was neceſſary to inflame 
the King's paſſions, without expoſing her virtue by granting 
the laſt favors; but the eagerneſs of a paſſionate lover, bleſſed 
with favorable opportunities, is difficult to withſtand, and ſtill 


more difficult to vanquiſh;; and Miſs Stewart's virtue was al- 
moſt exhauſted, when the Queen was attacked with a violent | 


fever, which ſoon reduced her to extreme danger. 


THen it was that Miſs Stewart was greatly plealed v OY 
herſelf for the reſiſtance ſne had made, though ſhe had paid 
dearly for it: A thouſand flattering hopes of greatneſs and 


glory filled her heart, and the additional reſpect that was 


univerſally paid her, contributed not a little to-increaſe them. 


The Queen was given over by her phyſicians: the few Portu- 


gueſe women, that had not been ſent back to their own: coun- 


try, filled the court with doleful cries; and the good nature of 
the King was much affected with the ſituation in which he ſaw 
a princeſs, whom, though he did not love her, yet he greatly 
eſteemed. She loved him tenderly, and thinking that it was 
the laſt time ſhe ſhould ever ſpeak to him, ſhe told him, That 
e the concern he ſhewed for her death, was enough to make 
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« her quit life with regret; but that not poſſeſſing charms ſuf- 
e ficient to merit his tenderneſs, ſhe had at leaſt the con- 
e ſolation'in dying to give place to a conſort, who might be 
% more worthy of it, and to whom heaven, perhaps, might 
« grant a bleſſing that had been refuſed to her.” At theſe 
words, ſhe bathed his hands with ſome tears, which he 
thought would be her laſt: He mingled his own with hers; 
and without ſuppoſing ſhe would take him at his word, he 
conjured her to live for his ſake. She had never yet diſobeyed 
him; and, however dangerous ſudden impulſes may be, when 
one is between life and death, this tranſport of joy, which 
might have proved fatal to her, ſaved her life, and the King's 
wonderful tenderneſs had an effect, for which every ms did 
not thank heaven in the ſame manner. 

JexMyN had now for ſome time been recovered of his 
wounds : however, Lady Caſtlemaine, finding his health in as 
deplorable a condition as ever, reſolved to regain the King's 
heart, but in vain; for notwithſtanding the ſoftneſs of her 
tears, and the violence of her paſſions, Miſs Stewart wholly 
poſſeſſed it. During this period the court was variouſly enter- 
tained : ſometimes there were promenades, and at others the 
court beauties ſallied out on horſe-back, and to make attacks 
with their charms and graces, ſometimes ſucceſsfully, ſome- 
times otherwiſe, but always to the beſt of their abilities: at 
other ſeaſons there were ſuch ſhews on the river, as the city of 
London alone can afford. 
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Tur Thames waſhes the ſides of a large though not a 


magnificent palace of the Kings of Great Britain: From the 
ſtairs of this palace the court uſed to take water, in the ſum- 
mer evenings, when the heat and duſt prevented their walk- 
ing in the park: An infinite number of open boats, filled with 
the court and city beauties, attended the barges, in_ which 
were the Royal Family: Collations, muſic, and fire-works, 
completed the ſcene. The Chevalier de Grammont always 
made one of the company, and it was very ſeldom that he did 
not add ſomething of his own invention, agreeably to ſurprize 


by ſome unexpected ſtroke of magnificence and | gallantry: 


Sometimes he had complete concerts of vocal and inſtrumen- 
tal muſic, which he privately brought from Paris, and which 
ſtruck up on a ſudden, in the midſt of theſe parties; Some- 
times he gave banquets, which likewiſe came from France, and 
which, even in the midſt of London, ſurpaſſed the King's col- 


lations. Theſe entertainments ſometimes exceeded, and at 


others fell ſhort of his expectations, but un always coſt him 
an immenſe deal of money. 

Lord Falmouth was one of thoſe mind had the 8 
friendſhip and eſteem for the Chevalier de Grammont: 
this profuſion gave him concern, and as he often uſed to 
go and ſup with him without ceremony, one day finding 


only Saint Evremond there, and a ſupper fit for half a dozen 


gueſts, who had been invited in form: Tou muſt not, ſaid 
<« he, addreſſing himſelf to the Chevalier de Grammont, be 
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* obliged to me for this viſit : I come from the King's coucher, 


cc 


where all the diſcourſe was about you; and I can aſſure you 
that the manner, in which the King ſpoke of you, could 
not afford you ſo much pleaſure as I myſelf felt upon the 
occaſion. You know very well, that he has long ſince of- 
fered you his good offices with the King of France; and 
for my own part, continued he, ſmiling, you know very 
well that I would ſolicit him fo to do, if it was not through 
fear of loſing you, as ſoon as your peace is made; but, 
thanks to Miſs Hamilton, you are in no great haſte : How- 
ever, I am ordered by the King my maſter, to acquaint you, 
that while you remain here, until you are reſtored to the 
favor of your ſovereign, he preſents you with a penſion 
of fifteen hundred Jacobus's: It is indeed a trifle, con- 
ſidering the figure the Chevalier de Grammont makes 
among us; but it will affiſt him, ſaid he, embracing him, 
to give us ſometimes a ſupper.” 

Tur Chevalier de Grammont received, as he ought, the 


offer of a favor he did not think proper to accept: I ac- 


vo 


cc 


knowledge, ſaid he, the King's bounty in this propoſal, but 
I am ſtill more ſenſible of Lord Falmouth's generoſity 
in it ; and I requeſt him to aſſure his Majeſty of my perfect 
gratitude: The King my maſter will not ſuffer me to 
want, when he thinks fit to recal me; and while I con- 
tinue here, I will let you ſee that I have wherewithal to give 
my Engliſh friends now and then a ſupper.” 
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AT theſe words, he called for his ſtrong box, and ſhewed 


him ſeven or eight thouſand guineas in ſolid gold. Lord 
Falmouth, willing to improve to the Chevalier's advantage the 
refuſal of ſo advantageous an offer, gave Monſieur de Com- 


minge, then Ambaſſador at the Engliſh court, an account of 
it; nor did Monſieur de Comminge fail to repreſent properly 


the merit of ſuch a refuſal to the French court. 

© HyDz-Pax, every one knows, is the promenade of Lon- 
don: nothing was ſo much in faſhion, during the fine weather, 
as that promenade, which was the rendezvous of magnificence 
and beauty : every one, therefore, who had either ſparkling 


eyes, or a ſplendid equipage, conſtantly repaired thither; and 


the King ſeemed pleaſed with the place. 

Coachs with glaſſes were then a late invention: the 
ladies were afraid of being ſhut up in them : they greatly 
preferred the pleaſure of ſhew ing almoſt their whole per- 
ſons to the conveniences of modern coaches : that which was 
made for the King not being remarkable for its elegance, the 
Chevalier de Grammont was of opinion, that ſomething in- 
genious might be invented, which ſhould partake of the an- 
cient faſhion, and likewiſe prove preferable to the modern; he 
therefore ſent away Termes privately with all neceſſary inſtruc- 
tions to Paris : the Duke of Guiſe was likewiſe charged with 
this commiſſion; and the courier, having by the favor of Provi- 
dence eſcaped the quick-ſand, in a month's time brought ſafely 
over to England the moſt elegant and magnificent calaſh that 
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had ever been ſeen, which the Chevalier preſented” to the 
King. 8075 
Tun Chevalier de Grammont had given orders, that 
fifteen hundred louis ſhould be expended upon it; but the 
Duke of Guiſe, who was his friend, to oblige him, laid out 
two thouſand. All the court was in admiration at the mag- 
nificence of the preſent ; and the King, charmed with the 
Chevalier's attention to every thing which could afford him 
| pleaſure, failed not to acknowledge it: He would not however 
accept a preſent of ſo much value, but upon condition that the 
Chevalier ſhould not refuſe another from him. 

Tux Queen, imagining that ſo ſplendid a carriage might 
prove fortunate for her, wiſhed to appear in it firſt, with the 
Ducheſs of York. Lady Caſtlemaine, who had ſeen them in 
it, thinking that it ſet off a fine figure to greater advantage 
than any other, deſired the King to lend her this wonderful 
calaſh to appear in it, the firſt fine day, in Hyde-Park : Miſs 
Stewart had the ſame wiſh, and requeſted to have it on the 
ſame day. As it was impoſſible to reconcile theſe two god- 
deſſes, whoſe former union was turned into mortal hatred, the 
King was very much perplexed. | 

Lapy Caſtlemaine was with child, and threatened to miſ- 
carry, if her rival was preferred : Miſs Stewart threatened, 
that ſhe never would be with child, if her requeſt was not 
granted : this menace prevailed, and Lady Caſtlemaine's rage 
was ſo great, that ſhe had almoſt kept her word; and it was 


A 
q 


* 
o 


5 


37 
" 


70 5 28 
Ns 2 


a o 

8 17. — : 
8 

TATE. 


— 


> 
72 


* 
un! : 
n Fo. 
$ 5 222 


QUEEN DoWAG ER. 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 147 
believed that this nn coſt her rival ſome of her in- 
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TR Queen MES . ed * 1248 no 5 aba f in 8 
theſe broils, yet had no objection to them, and as uſual being 
diverted with this circumſtance,” ſhe took occaſion to joke 


with the Chevalier de Grammont, for having thrown this bone 


of contention among ſuch competitors; and did not fail to give 
him, in the preſence. of the whole court, thoſe praiſes which 
ſo magnificent a preſent deſerved: - But how comes it, ' fait 


ſhe, that you have no equipage yourſelf, though you are at ſo 
great an expence? for I am told that you do not keep een 


a ſingle footman, and that one of the common * mners in the 
ſtreets lights you home with a ſtinking link. Madam, | 


« ſaid he, the Chevalier de Grammont hates pomp : -my 


ee link-boy, of whom you ſpeak, is faithful to my ſervice; and 
< beſides, he is one of the braveſt fellows im the world. Vour 


« Majeſty is unacquainted with the nation of link-boys: it is 2 


e a charming one, I can aſſure you: a man cannot ſtep. out 


< in the night without being ſurrounded by a dozen of them. 5 . 
e The firſt time I became acquainted with them, I retained- . 


e all that offered me their ſervices; ſo that when I arrived 


e at Whitehall, I had at leaſt two hundred about my chair: 
“the ſight was new, for thoſe who had ſeen me pals with 


this illumination, aſked whoſe funeral it was: Theſe gen- 
<« tlemen, however, began fighting about ſome dozen ſhillings 
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* had thrown among them; and he whom your Majeſty 
« mentions having beaten three or four of his companions, 
« T retained him for his valor. As for the parade of 
te coaches and footmen, I deſpiſe it: I have ſometimes had 
« five or fix valets-de-chambre at once, without havin g a ſingle 
« ſervant in livery, except my chaplain Pouſſatin. How ! 
« {aid the Queen, burſting out a laughing, a chaplain in your 
<« livery! he ſurely was not a prieſt? Pardon me, madam, 
e ſaid he, and the firſt prieſt in the world for dancing the 
« Biſcayan jigg. Chevalier, faid the King, pray tell us the 
“ hiſtory of your chaplain Pouſſatin.“ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


81 R, ſaid the Chevalier de Grammont, the Prince de 
Conde beſieged Lerida: The place in itſelf was nothing; 


but Don Gregorio Brice, who defended it, was ſomething. 


He was one of thoſe Spaniards of the old ſtamp, as valiant 
as the Cid, as proud as all the Guzmans put together, 
and more gallant than all the Abencerrages of Grenada : 
He ſuffered us to make our firſt approaches to the place, 
without the leaſt moleſtation. The Marſhal de Grammont, 
whoſe maxim it was, that a governor, who at firſt makes a 
great bluſtering, and burns his ſuburbs in order to make a 
noble defence, generally makes a very bad one, looked upon 
Gregorio de Brice's politeneſs as no good omen for us; but 
the prince, covered with glory, and elated with the cam- 
paigns of Rocroy, Norlinguen, and Fribourg, to inſult 
both the place and the governor, ordered the trenches to be 
mounted at noon-day by his own regiment, at the head of 
which marched four and twenty fiddlers, as if it had been to 
a wedding. | | 
« Nicht approaching we were all in high ſpirits : our 
violins were playing ſoft airs, and we were comfortably 
regaling ourſelves: God knows how we were joking about 
the poor governor and his fortifications, both of which we 
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“ promiſed ourſelves to take in leſs than twenty-four hours. 
© This was going on in the trenches, when we heard an 
* ominous cry from the ramparts, repeated two or three 
* times of, © Alerte on the walls! This cry was followed by a 
« diſcharge of cannon and muſketry, and this diſcharge by a 
« yigorous ſally, which, after having filled up the trenches, 
t purſued us as far as our grand guard. 

« Tag next day Gregorio Brice ſent by a trumpet a 
“ preſent of ice and fruit to the Prince de Conde, humbly 
« beſeeching his highneſs to excuſe his not returning the 
e ſerenade which he was pleaſed to favor him with, as unfor- 
« tunately he had no violins ; but that if the muſic of laſt 
* might was not diſagreeable to him, he would endeavour to 
* continue it as long as he did him the honor to remain before 
* the place. The Spaniard was as good as his word; and as 
© ſoon as we heard, © Alerte on the walls, we were ſure of a 
« ſally, that cleared our trenches, deſtroyed our works, and 
ce killed the beſt of our officers and ſoldiers. The prince was 
te ſo piqued at it, that, contrary to the opinion of the general 
ec officers, he obſtinately perſiſted in carrying on a ſiege, which 
ee was like to ruin his army, and which he was at laſt forced 
to quit in a hurry. 

« As our troops were retiring, Don Gregorio, far 8 
« giving himſelf thoſe airs which governors generally do on 
* ſuch occaſions, made no other ſally, than ſending a reſpect- | 
«ful compliment to the prince. Signor Brice ſet out not 
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te long after for Madrid, to give an account of his conduct, and 


* to receive the recompence he had merited. Your majeſty 


e perhaps will be deſirous to know what reception poor Brice 
met with, after having performed the moſt brilliant action 
* the Spaniards could boaſt of in all the war—he was confined 
* by the inquiſition.“ | 
How! faid the Queen Dowager, confined by the inqui- 
ſition for his ſervices ! Not altogether for his ſervices, ſaid the 


Chevalier; but without any regard to his ſervices, he was 


treated in the manner I have mentioned, for a little affair of 
gallantry, which I ſhall relate to the King preſently. 


«© Txt campaign of Catalonia being thus ended, we 


<« were returning home, not over-loaded with laurels ; but as 
* the Prince de Conde had laid up a great ſtore on former 
cc occaſions, and as he had ſtill great projects in his head, he 
* ſoon forgot this trifling misfortune : We did nothing but 
joke with one another during the march, and the prince was 
e the firſt to ridicule the ſiege: We made ſome of thoſe 
e rhymes on Lerida, which were ſung all over France, in order 
“to prevent others more ſevere ; however, we gained nothing 
<« by it, for notwithſtanding we treated ourſelves freely in our 
c own ballads, others were compoſed in Paris, in which we 


<« were ten times more ſeverely handled. At laſt we arrived 


at Perpignan upon a holy-day : a company of Catalans, who 
« were dancing in the middle of the ſtreet, out of reſpect to 
e the prince came to dance under his windows: Monſieur 
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Pouſſatin, in a little black jacket, danced in the middle of 
this company as if he was really mad: I immediately recog- 
nized him for my countryman, from his manner of ſkip- 
ping and friſking about: The prince was charmed with his 
humor and activity. After the dance, I ſent for him, and 
enquired who he was: A poor prieſt, at your ſervice my lord, 
ſaic he: my name is Pouſſatin, and Bearn is my native 
country : I was going into Catalonia to ſerve in the infan- 
try, for God be praiſed, I can march very well on foot ; but 
ſince the war is happily concluded, if your lordſhip pleaſes 
to take me into your ſervice, I would follow you every 
where, and ſerve you faithfully. Monſieur Pouſſatin, ſaid 
I, my lordſhip has no great occaſion for a chaplain ; but 
ſince you are ſo well diſpoſed —— me, I will take you 


* mto my ſervice. 


* TRE Prince de Conde, who was preſent at this conver- 


* ſation, was overjoyed at my having a chaplain. ' As poor 


Pouſſatin was in a very tattered condition, I had no time to 
provide him with a proper habit at Perpignan ; but giving 
him a ſpare livery of one of the Marſhal de Grammont's 
ſervants, I made him get up behind the prince's coach, 
who was like to die with laughing every time he looked at 
poor Pouſſatin's uncanonical mien in a yellow livery. 

“ As ſoon as we arrived at Paris, the ſtory was told to 
the Queen, who at firſt expreſſed ſome ſurprize at it : This 


% however did not prevent her from wiſhing to ſee my 
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chaplain dance; for in Spain it is not altogether ſo ſtrange 
to ſee eccleſiaſtics dance, as to ſee them in livery. 
© PovssATI1N performed wonders before the Queen; but 


odour which his violent motions diffuſed around her room: 
* the ladies hkewiſe began to pray for relief; for he had 


e almoſt entirely got the better of all the perfumes and eſſen- 


« ces with which they were fortified: Pouſſatin, nevertheleſs, 
< retired with a great deal of applauſe, and ſome louis d'or. 

% SOMETIME afterwards I procured a ſmall benefice in 
te the country for my chaplain, and I have fince been informed 
te that Pouſſatin preached with the ſame eaſe in his village, as 
he danced at the wedding of his pariſhioners.” 

Tun King was exceedingly diverted at Pouſſatin's hiſtory; 
and the Queen was not much hurt at his having been put in 
livery: The treatment of Gregorio Brice offended her far 
more; and being deſirous to juſtify the court of Spain, with 
reſpect to ſo cruel a proceeding : Chevalier de Grammont, ſaid 


ſhe, what hereſy did Governor Brice wiſh to introduce into 


the ſtate? What crime againſt religion was he charged with, 
that he was confined in the inquiſition? Madam, faid he, the 
hiſtory is not very proper to be related before your majeſty: 
It was a little amorous frolick, ill-timed indeed; but poor Brice 
meant no harm: a ſchool-boy would not have been whipped 
for ſuch a fault, in the moſt ſevere college in France; as it 


was only for giving ſome proofs of his affection to a young 


as he danced with great ſprightlineſs, ſhe could not bear the 
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Spaniſh fair one, who had fixed her eyes upon him on a 
ſolemn occaſion. 

Tun King defired to know the particulars of the adven- 
ture; and the Chevalier gratified his curioſity, as ſoon as the 
Queen and the reſt of the court were out of hearing. It was 
very entertaining to hear him tell a ſtory ; but it was very diſ- 
—agreeable to differ with him, either in competition, or in rail- 
lery: It is true that at that time there were few perſons at the 
Engliſh court who had merited his indignation : Ruſſell was 
ſometimes the ſubject of his ridicule, but he treated him far 
more tenderly than he uſually did a rival. 

Taxis Ruſſell was one of the moſt furious dancers in all 
England, I mean, for country dances : He had a collection of 
two or three hundred in print, all of which he danced at ſight; 
and to prove that he was not an old man, he ſometimes danced 
until he was almoſt exhauſted: His mode of dancing was 
like that of his clothes, for they both had been out of faſhion 
full twenty years. 

Taz Chevalier de Grammont was very ſenſible that he 
was very much in love; but though he ſaw very well that it 
only rendered him more ridiculous, yet he felt ſome concern at 
the information he received, of his intention of demanding 
Miſs Hamilton in marriage; but his concern did not laſt 
long. | | | | 
Lal, * upon the point of ute out on a 
journey, thought it was proper to acquaint his miſtreſs with 
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his intentions before his departure. The Chevalier de Gram- 
mont was a great obſtacle to the interview, he was deſirous of 
obtaining of her; but being one day ſent for, to go and play at 
lady Caſtlemaine's, Ruſſell ſeized the opportunity, and addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Miſs Hamilton, with leſs embarraſſment than 
is uſual on ſuch occaſions, he made his declaration to her in 
the following manner: I am brother to the Earl of Bed- 
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ford: I command the regiment of guards: I have three 
thouſand pounds a year, and fifteen thouſand” in ready 
money: All which, Madam, I come to preſent to you, 
along with my perſon. One preſent, I agree, is not worth 
much without the other, and therefore I put them together. 
I am adviſed to go to ſome of the watering places for ſome- 


thing of an aſthma, which, in all probability, cannot con- 


tinue much longer, as I have had it for theſe laſt twenty 


years: If you look upon me as worthy of the happineſs of 


belonging to you, I ſhall propoſe it to your father, to whom 
I did not think it right to apply, before I was acquainted 
with your ſentiments: My nephew William is at preſent 
entirely ignorant of my intention; but I believe he will not 
be ſorry for it, though he will thereby ſee himſelf deprived 
of a pretty conſiderable eſtate; for he has great affection for 
me, and beſides, he has a pleaſure in paying his reſpects to 


you ſince he has perceived my attachment. I am very much 


pleaſed that he ſhould make his court to me, by the atten- 


tion he pays to you; for he did nothing but ſquander his 
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* money upon that coquet Middleton, while at preſent he is 
te at no expence, though he frequents the beſt company in 
England.“ 5 

Miss Hamilton had much difficulty to ſuppreſs her laugh- 
ter during this harangue: However, ſhe told him, that ſhe 
thought herſelf much honored by his intentions towards her, 
and ſtill more obliged to him for conſulting her, before he 


made any overtures to her relations: It will be time enough, 


<« ſaid ſhe, to ſpeak to them upon the ſubject at your return 
« from the waters; for I do not think it is at all probable 
<* that they will diſpoſe of me before that time, and in caſe 


* they ſhould be urgent in their ſolicitations, your nephew 


* William will take care to acquaint you; therefore, you may 
e ſet out whenever you think proper; but take care not to 
e ;njure your health by returning too ſoon.” | 
Tur Chevalier de Grammont, having heard the particulars 
of this converſation, endeavoured as well as he could to be en- 
tertained with it ; though there were certain circumſtances in 
the declaration, notwithſtanding the abſurdity of others, which 
did not fail to give him ſome uneaſineſs. Upon the whole, he 
was not ſorry for Ruſſell's departure; and, aſſuming an air of 
pleaſantry, he went to relate to the King, how Heaven had fa- 
vored him, by delivering him from ſo dangerous a rival. 
* He is gone then, Chevalier, ſaid the King. Certainly, fir, ſaid 
* he; I had the honor to ſee him embark in a coach, with his 
* aſthma, and country equipage, his perruque à calotte, neatly 
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ce tied with a yellow ribband, and his old faſhioned hat 
* covered with oil ſkin, which becomes him uncommonly 
ce well: Therefore, I have only to contend with William 
4 Ruſflell, whom he leaves, as his reſident with Miſs Hamilton; 
and, as for him, I neither fear him upon his own account, 
nor his uncle's : He is too much in love himſelf, to pay at- 
<« tention to the intereſts of another; and as he has but one 
method of promoting his own, which is by ſacrificing the 
ce portrait, or ſome love-letters of Mrs. Middleton, I have it 
* eaſily in my power to counter- act him in ſuch kind of 
<« favors, though I confeſs I have pretty well paid for them. 

« SINCE your affairs proceed ſo proſperouſly with the 
6 KRuſſells, ſaid the King, I will acquaint you that you are 
delivered from another rival, much more dangerous, if he 
«© were not already married: my brother has lately fallen in 
<« love with Lady Cheſterfield, How many bleſſings at once 
« exclaimed theChevalier de Grammont : I have ſo many ob- 
* lhigations to him for this inconſtancy, that I would willingly 
c ſerve him in his new amour, if Hamilton was not his rival: 
Nor will your majeſty take it ill, if I promote the intereſts 
c of my miſtreſs's brother, rather than thoſe of your majeſtyꝰs 
« brother. Hamilton, however, ſaid the King, does not ſtand 
«© ſo much in need of aſſiſtance, in affairs of this nature, as the 
«© Duke of York; but I know Lord Cheſterfield is of ſuch a 
« diſpoſition, that he will not ſuffer men to quarrel about his 
« wife, with the ſame patience as the complaiſant Shrewſbury ; 
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te though he well deſerves the ſame fate.” Here follows a true 
deſcription of Lord Cheſterfield. 

"Hz had a very agreeable face, a fine head of kair, an in- 
different ſhape, and a worſe air ; he was not however deficient 
in wit: A long reſidence in Italy had made him ceremonious 
in his commerce with men, and jealous in his connection with 
women: He had been much hated by the King; becauſe he 
had been much beloved by Lady Caſtlemaine: It was repor- 
ted that he had been in her good graces prior to her marriage ; 
and as * of them denied a6, it was the more generally 
believed. 5 


He bad 4 pad his: 83 to , thi eldeſt daughter of the _ 


Duke of 'Ormond,:while-his' heart was ſtill taken up with his 
former paſſion: The King s:love for Lady Caſtlemaine, and 
the advancement he expected from ſuch an alliance, made him 
preſs) the match with as much ardor as if he had been paſ- 
fionately in love: He had therefore married Lady Cheſterfield 
without loving her, and had lived ſome time with her in ſuch 
coolneſs, as to leave her no room to doubt of his indifference. 


As ſhe was endowed with great ſenſibility and delicacy, ſhe ſuf- 


fered at this contempt: ſhe was at firſt much affected with his 
behaviour, and afterwards enraged at it; and, when he began 
to give her proofs of his affection, ſhe had the pleaſure of con- 
* him of her indifference. | 

Tur were upon this Soaring; when ſhe reſolved to cure 
Hamilton, as ſhe had lately done her huſband, of all his 
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remaining tenderneſs for Lady Caſtlemaine. For her it was 
no difficult undertaking : the converſation of' the one was 
diſagreeable, from the unpoliſhed ſtate of her manners, her ill- 
timed pride, her uneven temper, and extravagant humors : 
Lady Cheſterfield, on the contrary, knew how to heighten her 
charms, with all the bewitching attractions in the power of 
a woman to invent, who wiſhes to make a conqueſt. 

Bes1DEs all this, ſhe had greater opportunities of bing 
advances to him, than to any other: She lived at the Duke 
of Ormond's, at Whitehall, where Hamilton, as was ſaid 
before, had free admittance at all hours: Her extreme cold- 
neſs, or rather the diſguſt which ſhe ſhewed, for her huſband's 
returning affection, wakened his natural inclination to jealouſy: 
He ſuſpected that ſhe could not ſo very ſuddenly paſs from 
anxiety to indifference for him, without ſome ſecret object of 
a new attachment; and, according to the maxim of all jealous 
huſbands, he immediately put in practice all his experience and 
induſtry, in order to make a diſcovery, which was to Aale 

his own happineſs. 
HAMIL Tow, who knew his diſpoſition, was, on the other 
hand, upon his guard, and the more he advanced in his in- 
trigue, the more attentive was he to remove every degree of 
ſuſpicion from the Earl's mind: He pretended to make him 


his confidant, in the moſt unguarded and open manner, of his 


paſſion for Lady Caſtlemaine: he complained of her caprice, 
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and moſt earneſtly deſired his advice, how to ſucceed with a 

perſon, whoſe affections he alone had entirely poſſeſſed. 
CHESTERFIELD, who was flattered with this diſcourſe, pro- 

miſed him his protection with greater ſincerity than it had been 


demanded: Hamilton, therefore, was no further embarraſſed 
than to preſerve Lady Cheſterfield's reputation, who, in his 


opinion, declared herſelf rather too openly in his favor: But 
whilſt he was diligently employed in regulating, within the 
rules of diſcretion, the partiality ſhe expreſſed for him, and in 
conjuring her to reſtrain her glances within bounds, ſhe was 
receiving thoſe of the Duke of York; and, what is more, made 
them favorable returns. 

H thought that he had perceived it, as well as every one 
beſides; but he thought likewiſe, that all the world was de- 
ceived as well as himſelf : How could he truſt lis own eyes, 
as to what thoſe of Lady Cheſterfield betrayed for this new 
rival? He could not think it probable, that a woman of her 
diſpoſition could reliſh a man, whoſe manners had a thouſand 
times been the ſubject of their private ridicule ; but what he 
judged ſtill more improbable was, that ſhe ſhould begin ano- 
ther intrigue, before ſhe had given the finiſhing ſtroke to that 
in which her own advances had engaged her : However, 
he began to obſerve her with more circumſpection, when he 
found by his diſcoveries, that if ſhe did not deceive him, at 
leaſt the deſire of doing ſo was not wanting. This he took 
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the liberty of telling her of; but ſhe anſwered him in fo high 
a ſtrain, and treated what he ſaid ſo much like a phantom of 


his own imagination, that he appeared confuſed without being 
convinced: All the ſatisfaction he could procure from her, 


was her telling him, in a haughty manner, that ſuch unjuſt 
reproaches as his ought to have had a better foundation. | 

LokD Cheſterfield had taken the ſame alarm; and being | 
convinced, from the obſervations he had made, that he had | | 
found out the happy lover, who had gained poſſeſſion of his 
lady's heart, he was fatisfied ; and without teazing her with 

unneceſſary reproaches, he only waited for an opportunity to 
confound her, before he took his meaſures. 

AFTER all, how can we account for Lady Cheſterfield's ; 
conduct, unleſs we attribute it to the diſeaſe incident to moſt | 
coquettes, who, charmed with ſuperiority, put in practice 
every art to rob another of her conqueſt, and ſpare nothing to 

preſerve it. | 
Bur before we enter into the particulars of this adventure, 
let us take a retroſpect of the amours of his Royal Highneſs, 
prior to the declaration of his marriage, and particularly of what 
immediately preceded this declaration. It is allowable ſome- 
times to drop the thread of a narrative, when real facts, not 
generally known, give ſuch a variety upon the digreſſion as to 
render it excuſable: Let us ſee then how thoſe things happened. 
Tur Duke of York's marriage, with the chancellor's daugh- 
ter, was deficient in none of thoſe circumſtances which render 
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contracts of this nature valid in the eye of heaven: The 


mutual inclination, the formal ceremony, witneſſes, and every 
er point of matrimony, had been obſerved: 
Tue the bride was no perfect beauty, yet, as there 
| were nome at the court of Holland who: eclipſed her, the 
85 Duke, during the firſt endearments of matrimony, was ſo far 
from repenting of it, that he ſeemed only to -wiſh for the 
- King's-reſtoration; that he might have an opportunity of de- 
- dating it with ſplendor; but when he ſaw himſelf enjoying a 
rank which placed him ſo near the throne; when the poſſeſſion 
of Miſs: Hyde afforded him no. new charms; when England, 
> fo abounding in beauties, diſplayed all that was charming and 
lovely in the court of the King his brother; and when he con- 
ſidered he was tlie only prince, who, from ſuch ſuperior ele- 
vation, had deſcended fo low, he began to reflect upon it. On 
the one hand, his marriage appeared to him particularly ill- 
ſuited in every reſpect: He recollected that Jermyn had not 
engaged him in an intimacy with Miſs Hyde, until he had 
"convinced him, by ſeveral different circumſtances, of the 
facility of ſucceeding: He looked: upon his marriage as an 
infringement of that duty and obedience he owed to the Kin g: 
The indignation with which the court, and even the whole 
kingdom, would receive the account of his marriage, preſented 
itſelf to his imagination, together with the impoſſibility of ob- 
taining the King's conſent to ſuch an act, which for a thouſand 
reaſons he would be obliged to refuſe. On the other hand, 
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the tears and deſpair of poor Miſs Hyde preſented themſelves; 
and ſtill more than that, he felt a remorſe of conſcience, the 
ſcruples of which began from that time to riſe up againſt 
him. | 
I x the midſt of this perplexity, he opened his heart to 
Lord Falmouth, and conſulted with him what method he ought 
to purſue: He could not have applicd to a better man for his 
own intereſts, nor to a worſe for Miſs Hyde's ; for at firſt, 
Falmouth maintained not only that he was not married, but 
that it was even impoſſible that he could ever have formed 
ſuch a thought ; that any marriage was invalid for him, which 
was made without the King's conſent, even if the party was a 
ſuitable match: But that it was a mere jeſt, even to think of 
the daughter of an inſignificant lawyer, whom the favor of his 
Sovereign had lately made a peer of the realm, without any 
noble blood, and chancellor, without any capacity; that as 
for his ſcruples, he had only to give ear to ſome gentlemen 
whom he could introduce, who would thoroughly inform him 
of Miſs Hyde's conduct, before he became acquainted with 
her ; and provided he did not tell them that he really was 
married, he would ſoon have ſufficient grounds to come to a 
determination. 
Tux Duke of York, conſented, and Lord Falmouth having 
aſſembled both his council and his witneſſes, conducted them 
to his Royal Highneſs's cabinet, after having inſtructed them 
how to act : Theſe gentlemen were the Earl of Arran, Jer- 
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myn, Talbot, and Killegrew, all men of honor ; but who in- 
finitely preferred the Duke of York's intereſt to Miſs Hyde's 
reputation, and who, beſides, were greatly diſſatisfied, as well 
as the whole court, at the gnſolent. ain of the prime 
an „ gi 

Tux Duke 1 told Sie, HAY a fort of preamble, 
that although: they could not be ignorant of his affection for 
Miſs Hyde, yet they might be unacquainted with the engage- 
ments his tenderneſs for her had induced him to contract; 
that he thought himſelf obliged to perform all the promiſes he 
had made her; but as the innocenee of perſons of her age 
was generally expoſed to court 1 candal; and. as certain reports, 
whether falſe or true, had been ſpread abroad on the ſubject 
of her conduct, he conjured: them as his friends, and charged 
them upon their duty, to tell him ſincerely every thing they 
knew upon the ſubject, ſince he was reſolved to make their 
evidence the rule of his conduct towards her. They all ap- 
peared rather reſerved at firſt, and ſeemed not to dare to give 
their opinions upon an affair of ſo ſerious and delicate a na- 
ture; but the Duke of Vork having renewed his intreaties, 
each began to relate the particulars of what he knew, and 
perhaps of more than he knew, of poor Miſs Hyde; nor did 
they omit any circumſtance neceſſary to ſtrengthen the evidence. 
For inſtance, the Earl of Arran, who ſpoke firſt, depoſed, that 
in the gallery at Honſlaerdyk, where the Counteſs of Oſſory, 
his ſiſter in law, and Jermyn, were playing at nine-pins, Miſs 
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Hyde, pretending to be ſick, retired to a chamber at the end 


of the gallery ; that he, the deponent, had followed her, and 


having cut her lace, to give a greater probability to the pre- 
tence of the vapours, he had acquitted himſelf to the beſt of 
his abilities, both to aſſiſt and to conſole her. 

Tarzor ſaid, that ſhe had made an appointment with 
him 1n the chancellor's cabinet, while he was in council; and, 
that not paying ſo much attention to what was upon the table, 
as to what they were engaged in, they had ſpilled a bottle full 
of ink, upon a diſpatch of four pages, and that the King's 
monkey, which was blamed for this accident, had been a long 
time in diſgrace. 

JeRMyN mentioned many pl aces where he had received 
long and favourable audiences: However all theſe articles of 
accuſation amounted only to ſome delicate familiarities, or at 


moſt, to what is generally denominated the innocent part of an 


intrigue ; but Killegrew, who wiſhed to ſurpaſs theſe trivial 
depoſitions, boldly declared that he had had the honor of being 
upon the moſt intimate terms with her: He was of a ſprightly 
and witty humor, and had the art of telling a ftory in the 
moſt entertaining manner, by the graceful and natural turn 
he could give it: he affirmed that he had found the critical 
minute in a certain cloſet built over the water, for a purpoſe 
very different from that of giving eaſe to the pains of love: 
that three or four ſwans had been witneſſes to his happineſs, 
and might perhaps have been witneſſes to the happineſs of 
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many others, as the lady frequently repaired to that place, 


and was particularly delighted with it. 
= Taz Duke of Vork found this laſt accuſation greatly 
out of bounds; being convinced he himſelf had ſufficient 


proofs of the contrary: He therefore returned thanks to theſe 


officious informers for their frankneſs, ordered them to be 
ſilent for the future upon what they had been telling him, 
Deren paſſed 1 into the King's apartment. 

As ſoon as he had entered the cabinet, Lord Falmouth, 
who had followed him, related what had paſſed to the Earl of 
Offory, whom he met in the preſence chamber: They ſtrongly 
fuſpected what was the ſubject of the converſation of the two 
brothers, as it was long; and the Duke of York-appeared to 
be in ſuch agitation when he came out, that they no longer 
_ doubted that the reſult had been unfavourable for poor Miſs 
Hyde. Lord Falmouth began to be affected for her diſ- 
grace; and to relent that he had been concerned in it, when 
the Duke of Vork told him and the Earl of Oſſory to meet 

him in about an hour's time at the chancellor's. 

Tnꝝv were rather ſurprized that he ſhould have the cruelty 
himſelf to announce ſuch a melancholy piece of news: They 


found his Royal Highneſs at the appointed hour in Miſs Hyde's 


chamber: A few tears trickled down her cheeks, which ſhe 
endeavoured to reſtrain. 'The chancellor, leaning againſt the 
wall, appeared to them to be puffed up with ſomething, which 

they did not doubt was rage and deſpair. The Duke of 
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York ſaid to them, with that ſerene and pleaſant countenance | 
with which men generally announce good news: © As you | 
« are the two men of the court whom I moſt eſteem, I am | 
<« defirous you ſhould firſt have the honor of paying your | 


* compliments to the Ducheſs of Vork: there ſhe is.” | | 


SURPRIZE Was of no uſe, and aſtoniſhment was unſea- 
ſonable on the preſent occaſion : They were however ſo 


greatly poſſeſſed with both ſurprize and aſtoniſhment, that in 


FT order to conceal it, they immediately fell on their knees to kiſs | 
| ö her hand, which ſhe gave to them with as much majeſty, as if | 
; ſhe had been uſed to it all her life. | 
f Tur next day the news was made public, and the whole | 
court was eager to pay her that reſpe&, from a ſenſe of duty, 1 
which in the end became very ſincere. | | 
| Tux petits-maitres who had ſpoken againſt her, ſeeing. | 
3 their intentions diſappointed, were not a little embarraſſed. 
1 Women are ſeldom accuſtomed to forgive injuries of this 
1 nature; and, if they promiſe themſelves the pleaſure of re- 
; venge, when they gain the power, they ſeldom forget it: in 
F the preſent caſe, however, the fears of theſe petits-maitres 
[1 were their only puniſhment. 
by Tre Ducheſs of York, being fully informed of all that 
| | | was ſaid in the cabinet concerning her, inſtead of ſhewing the 
* leaſt reſentment, ſtudied to diſtingutſh, by all manner of 


F kindneſs and good offices, thoſe who had attacked her in fo 
ſenſible a part; nor did ſhe ever mention it to them, but in 
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order to praiſe their zeal, and to tell them; © that nothing was 
* a greater proof of the attachment of a man of honor, than 


his being more: ſolicitous for the intereſt of his friend, or 
- 45: maſter, than for his own reputation: à remarkable ex- 
5 ample of prudence and moderation, not only for the fair ſex, 


but even for thoſe who value them ſelves moſt * their phi- 
1 among the men. . 
Tux Duke of York, having quictel 5 ence by the 


- of his marriage, thought that he was entitled, by 


this:generous effort, to give way a little to his inconſtancy: he 


_ therefore immediately ſeized upon whatever he could firſt lay 


© his hands upon: This was Lady Carnegy, who had been in 


ſeveral other hands. She was ſtill tolerably handſome, and her 
diſpoſition, naturally inclined to tenderneſs, did not oblige her 
new lover long to languiſh. Every thing coincided with their 
Wishes for ſome time: Lord Carnegy, her huſband, was in 
Scotland; but his father dying ſuddenly, he as ſuddenly re- 
turned with the title of Southeſk, which his wife deteſted; but 

whichſhe:took more patiently than ſhe received the news of 


his return. Some private intimation had been given him of 
the honor that was done him in his abſence: nevertheleſs, he did 
not ſhew. his jealouſy at firſt; but, as he was deſirous to be 
fatisfied of the reality of the fact, he kept a ſtrict watch over 
his wife's actions. The Duke of York and her ladyſhip had, 
for ſome time, been upon ſuch terms of intimacy, as not to 


_ paſs their time in frivolous amuſements ; however, the 
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huſband's return obliged them to maintain ſome decorum: 
he therefore never went to her houſe, but in form, that is to 
ſay, always accompanied by ſome friend or other, to give his 
amours at leaſt the appearance of a viſit. 

Azour this time Talbot returned from Portugal: this 
connection had taken place during his abſence; and without 
knowing who Lady Southeſk was, he had been informed 
that his maſter was in love with her. 

A rew days after his arrival, he was carried, merely to 
keep up appearances, to her houſe by the duke; and after 
being introduced, and ſome compliments having been paid on 
both ſides, he thought it his duty to give his Royal Highneſs an 
opportunity to pay his compliments, and accordingly retired 


into the anti-chamber, which looked into the ſtreet, and 


placed himſelf at the window to view the people as _ 
paſled. | 

Hs was one of the beſt meaning m men in the world on 
ſuch occaſions; but was ſo ſubject to forgetfulneſs, and ab- 
ſence of mind, that he once forgot, and left behind him at 
London, a complimentary letter which the duke had given 


him for the Infanta of Portugal, and never recollected it till 


he was going to his audience. 
He ſtood centry, as we have baſes Kad very attentive 


to his inſtructions, when he ſaw a coach ſtop at the door, 
without being in the leaſt concerned at it, and ſtill lefs, at a 


— - -” 2 
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man whom he ſaw get out of it, and whom he immediately 
heard coming up ſtairs. 

Tux devil, who ought to be civil upon ſuch occaſions, 
forgot himſelf in the preſent inſtance, and brought up 
Lord Southelk in propria perſona : His Royal Highneſs's equi- 


page had been ſent home, becauſe my lady had aſſured him 


that her huſband was gone to ſee a bear and a bull baiting, 


an entertainment in which he took great delight, and from 


whence he ſeldom returned until it was very late; ſo that 
Southeſk, not ſeeing any equipage at the door, little imagined 


that he had ſuch good company in his houſe; but if he was 


ſurprized to ſee Talbot careleſsly lolling in his wife's anti- 


| chamber, his ſurprize was ſoon over. Talbot, who had not 


ſeen him ſince they were in Flanders, and never ſuppoſin g that 
he had changed his name: Welcome, Carnegy, welcome, 
e my good fellow, ſaid he, giving him his hand, where the 
* devil have you been, that I have never been able to ſet eyes 


e on you ſince we were at Bruſſells? What buſineſs brought 


« you here? Do you likewiſe wiſh to ſee Lady Southeſk ? If 
e this is your intention, my poor friend, you may go away 
« again; for I muſt inform you, the Duke of York is in love 
« with her, and I will tell you in confidence, that at this very 
« time, he is in her chamber.” 


SOUTHESK, confounded as one may ſuppoſe, had no time 
to anſwer all theſe fine queſtions: Talbot, therefore, attended. 
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him down ſtairs as his friend; and, as his humble ſervant, 
adviſed him to ſeek for' a miſtreſs elſewhere. Southeſk not 
knowing what elſe to do at that time, returned to his coach; 
and Talbot, -overjoyed at the adventure, impatiently waited 
for the duke's return, that he might acquaint him with it; 
but he was very much. {| urprized to find that the ſtory afforded 


no pleaſure to thoſe who had the principal ſhare in it; and 
his greateſt concern was, that Carnegy had changed his mant 


as if only to draw him into ſuch a confidenſe. 
Tuls accident broke off a commerce, which the Duke of 


York did not much regret ; and indeed it Wwas happy for him 


that he became indifferent; for the traitor Southelk-meditated 
a revenge, whereby, without uſing either aſſaſſination or poiſon, 
he would have obtained ſome ſatisfaction upon thoſe ho had 


injured him, if the connection had continued any longer. „ 
Hr went to the moſt infamous places, to-ſeck for the 
moſt infamous diſeaſe, which he met with; but His revenge 
was only half completed; for after he had gone through every 
remedy to get quit of his diſeaſe, his lady did but return him | 


his preſent, having no more connection 1 the en for 
whom it was ſo induſtriouſly prepared. R 
Lapy Robarts was then in the zenith of her hs or 


beauty was ſtriking ; yet notwithſtanding the brightneſs of 


the fineſt complexion, with all the bloom of youth, and with 


every requiſite for inſpiring deſire, ſne nevertheleſs was not at- 
tractive. The Duke of Vork, however, would probably have 
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been ſucceſsful; if difficulties, almoſt unſurmountable, had not 
diſappointed his good intentions: Lord Robarts, her huſband, 
was an old ſnarling, troubleſome, peeviſh fellow, in love with 
her to diſtraction, and, to oomplete her ben a Lp at- 
tendant on her perſon. 

 *-- Sm perceived his Royal W s attachment to her, and 
ſeemed as if ſhe was inclined to be grateful : This redoubled 


his eagerneſs, and every outward mark of tenderneſs he could 


poſſibly ſhew her; but. the watchful huſband redoubling 
his zeal * and aſſiduity, as he found the approaches advance, 
every art was practiſed to render him tractable: ſeveral at- 
waeks were made upon his avarice and his ambition. Thoſe 
who poſſeſſed the greateſt ſhare of his confidence, inſinuated to 
bim, an was his 2 if Lady Robarts, who was ſo 
e 1 Uther: 3 thi queen or the ducheſs: He was of- 
fered to be made Lord Lieutenant of the county where his 
eſtate was; or to have the management of the Duke of York's 
revenues in Ireland, of which he ſhould have the entire diſpo- 
fal, provided he immediately ſet out to take poſſeſſion of his 
charge; and having accompliſhed it, he night return as Rom 
as ever he thought proper. 

Ax perfectly well underſtood the meaning of theſe pro- 
poſals, and was fully apprized of the advantages he might reap 
from them: in vain did ambition and avarice hold out their al- 


larements; he was deaf to all their temptations, nor could ever 
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this miracle in London, after his departure. 
Tu duke was for ſome time entirely taken up W the 
pleaſures of the chace, and only now and then engaged in 
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the old fellow be perſuaded to be made a cuckold. It is not 
always an averſion to, or a dread: of this diſtinction, which pre- 
ſerves us from it: of this her huſband was very ſenſible; there- 
fore, under the pretence of a pilgrimage to Saint Winifred the 
virgin and martyr, who was ſaid to cure women of baxrenneſs, 
he did not reſt, until the higheſt mountains in Wales were be- 
tween his wife, and the perſon who: had W to RI 
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thoſe of love; but his taſte having undergone a change in this : 
particular, and the remembrance of Lady. Robarts wearing off n 
by degrees, his eyes and wiſhes were turned towards Miſs. 
Brook; and it was in the height of this purſuit, that Lady | 


Cheſterfield threw herſelf into his: arms, 0 ee,: by: re- 


ſuming the ſequel of her adventures. > oy cow 


As, <©- # 


Tn Earl of Briſtol, ever reſtleſs and ambigbus bad put 


in practice every art to poſſeſs himſelf of the: king's favor: As 


this is the ſame Digby whom Count Buffy mentions in his an- 
nals, it will be ſufficient to ſay, that he was not at all changed: 


He knew that love and pleaſure had poſſeſſion of a maſter, 


whom he himſelf governed in defiance of the chancellor ; thus, 
he was continually giving entertainments at his houſe; and 
luxury and elegance ſeemed to rival each other in thoſe noc- 
turnal feaſts, which always lead to other enjoyments. The 


two Miſs Brooks, his relations, were always of thoſe parties: dlz Bro ut walt u. a4 dect band 
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They were. both formed by nature to excite love in others, 
as well as to be ſuſceptible of it themſelves; they were 
juſt what the king wanted: The Earl, from this commence- 
ment, was beginning to entertain a good opinion of his pro- 


jest, when Lady Caſtlemaine; who had lately gained entire 


poſſeſſion of theking's heart, was not in a humor, at that time, 
to Mare it with another, as ſhe did very indiſcretely afterwards, 
deſpiſing Miſs Stewart. As ſoon, therefore, as ſhe received in- 
zimation of theſe ſecret practices, under pretence of attending 


the ing in his parties, ſhe entirely diſconcerted them; ſo that 
the earl was obliged to lay aſide his projects, and Miſs Brook 
to diſcontinue her advances. The king did not even dare to 
think any more on this ſubject; but his brother was pleaſed 
ti look after what he neglected ; and Miſs Brook accepted the 


.offer of his heart, until it pleaſed heaven to diſpoſe of her other- 


Wiſe, which happened ſoon after in the following manner. 


Six John Denham, loaded with wealth as well as years, 
had paſſed his youth in the midſt of thoſe pleaſures which 


c people at that age indulge in without reſtraint: He was one of 


the brighteſt geniuſes England ever produced for wit and hu- 
mor, and for brilſiancy of compoſition: ſatirical and free in his 
poems, he ſpared neither frigid writers, nor jealous huſbands, 
nor even their wives: every part abounded with the moſt 
poignant wit, and the moſt entertaining ſtories ;- but his moſt 


delicate and ſpirited raillery turned generally againſt matri- 
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mony ; and, as if he wiſhed to confirm, by his own exam- 
ple, the truth of what he had written in his youth, he mar- 
ried, at the age of ſeventy-nine, this Miſs Brook of whom we 


are ſpeaking, who was only eighteen. 


Txt Duke of York had rather neglected her for ſome 
time before; but the circumſtance of ſo unequal a match re- 
kindled his ardor; and ſhe, on her part, ſuffered him to enter- 
tain hopes of an approaching bliſs, which a thouſand conſide- 
rations had oppoſed before her marriage: She wiſhed to be- 
long to the court ; and for the promiſe of being made lady of 


the bed-chamber to the ducheſs, ſhe was upon the point of 


making him another promiſe, or of immediately performing it, 
if required, when, in the middle of this treaty, Lady Cheſter- 
field was tempted by her evil genius to rob her of her con- 
queſt, in order to diſturb all the world. 

HoweveR, as Lady Cheſterfield could not ſee the Duke 
of York except in public afſemblies, ſhe was under the neceſ- 
ſity of making the moſt extravagant advances, in order to ſe- 
duce him from his former connection ; and as he was the 
moſt unguarded ogler of his time, the whole court was in- 


formed of the intrigue before it was well begun. 


THrost who appeared the moſt attentive to their conduct, 
were not the leaſt intereſted in it : Hamilton and Lord Cheſter- 
field watched them narrowly; but Lady Denham, vexed that 
Lady Cheſterfield ſhould have ſtepped in before her, took the 
liberty of railing againſt her rival with the greateſt bitterneſs. 
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Hamilton had hitherto flattered himſelf, that vanity alone had 


engaged Lady Cheſterfield in this adventure; but he was ſoon 
undeceived, whatever her indifference might have been when 
ſhe firſt commenced this intrigue. We often proceed farther 


than we at firſt intended, when we indulge ourſelves in trifling 
liberties, which we think of no conſequence ; for though per- 
haps the heart takes no part at the 888880 it ſeldom fails 
to be engaged in the end. | | 

TE court, as we have mentiened "OLE was an entire 
ſcene of gallantry and amuſements, with all the politeneſs and 
magnificence, which the inclinations of a prince, naturally ad- 
dicted to tenderneſs and pleaſure, could ſuggeſt : The beauties 


were deſirous of charming, and the men endeavoured to pleaſe : 


All ſtudied to ſet themſelves off to the beſt advantage : Some 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by dancing; others by ſhew and mag- 
nificence ; ſome by their wit, many by their amours, but few 


by their conſtancy. There was a certain Italian at court, fa- 


mous for the guitar : He had a genius for muſic, and he was 
the only man who could make any thing of the guitar : His 
ſtyle of play was ſo full of grace and tenderneſs, that he would 
have given harmony to the moſt diſcordant inſtruments. The 
truth is, nothing was ſo difficult as to play like this foreigner. 
The king's reliſh for his compoſitions had brought the in- 
ſtrument ſo much into vogue, that every perſon played upon 
it, well or ill; and you were as ſure to ſee a guitar on a lady's 
toilet, as rouge or patches. The Duke of York played upon 
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it tolerably well, and the Earl of Arran like Franciſco himſelf. 
This Franciſco had compoſed a ſaraband, which either charm- 


ed or infatuated every perſon; for the whole guitarery at court 


were trying at it, and God knows what an univerſal ſtrumming 
there was. The Duke of York, pretending not to be perfect 
in it, deſired Lord Arran to play it to him. Lady Cheſter- 
field had the beſt guitar in England. The Earl of Arran; 
who was deſirous; of playing his beſt, conducted his Royal 
Highneſs to his ſiſter's apartments: She was lodged at court; 
at her father's the Duke of Ormond's, and this wonderful 
guitar was lodged there too. Whether this viſit had been 


preconcerted or not, I do not pretend to ſay; but it is certain 


that they found both the lady and the guitar at home: They 
likewiſe found there Lord Cheſterfield, ſo much ſurprized at 


this unexpected viſit, that it was a conſiderable tinie before he 


thought of riſing from his __ to receive * vat: due 
reſpect. i 55 


IrAlousv, like a wel vapour, now Lined: upon 155 


brain: a thouſand ſuſpicions, blacker than ink, took poſſeſſion 
of his imagination, and were continually inereaſing; for whilſt 


the brother played upon the guitar to the duke, the ſiſter ogled 
and accompanied him with her eyes, as if the coaſt had been 
clear, and no enemy to obſerve them. This ſaraband was at 
leaſt repeated twenty times : The duke declared it was played 


to perfection: Lady Cheſterfield found fault with the com- 
poſition; but her huſband, who clearly perceived that he was 
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the perſon played upon, thought it a moſt deteſtable piece. 
However, though he was in the laſt agony, at being obliged to 
curb his paſſion, while others gave a free ſcope to theirs, 
he was reſolved to find out the drift of the viſit ; but it was 
not in his power: For having the honor to be chamberlain to 
the queen, a meſſenger came to require his immediate attend- 
ance on her majeſty. His firſt thought was to pretend ſick- 


| neſs: the ſecond to ſuſpect that the queen, who ſent for him at 


ſuch an unſeaſonable time, was in the plot ; but at laſt, after 
all the extravagant ideas of a ſuſpicious man, and all the ir- 
reſolutions of a jealous huſband, he was obliged to go. 

Wx may eaſily imagine what his ſtate of mind was, when 
he arrived at the palace. Alarms are to the jealous, what diſ- 
aſters are to the unfortunate : They ſeldom come alone, but 
form a ſeries of perſecution. He was informed that he was 
ſent for to attend the queen at an audience ſhe gave to ſeven 
or eight Muſcovite ambaſſadors : He had ſcarce begun to curſe 
the Muſcovites, when his brother-in-law appeared, and drew 
upon himſelf all the imprecations he beſtowed upon the em- 
baſſy : He no longer doubted his being in the plot with the 
two perſons he had left together ; and in his heart ſincerely 
wiſhed him ſuch recompence for his good offices, as ſuch good 
offices deſerved. It was with great difficulty that he reſtrained 
himſelf from immediately acquainting him what was his 

opinion of ſuch conduct: He thought, that what he had al- 
ready ſeen was a ſufficient proof of his wife's infidelity ; but 
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before the end of the very ſame day, ſome circumſtances oc- 
curred, which increaſed his ſuſpicions, and perſuaded him, that 
they had taken advantage of his abſence, and of the honourable 
officiouſneſs of his brother-in-law. He paſſed however that 
night with tranquillity; but the next morning, being reduced 
to the neceſſity either of burſting or giving vent to his ſorrows - 
and conjectures, he did nothing but think and walk about the 
room until Park-time. He went to court, ſeemed very buſy, 
as if ſeeking for ſome perſon or other, imagining that people 
gueſſed at the ſubject of his uneaſineſs: He avoided every body; 
but at length meeting with Hamilton, he thought he was 
the very man that he wanted; and having deſired him to take 
an airing with him in Hyde Park, he took him up in his 
coach, and they arrived at the ring, without a word having 
paſſed between them. 

HAMILTON, who ſaw him as yellow as jealouſy itſelf, and 
particularly thoughtful, imagined that he had juſt diſcovered 
what all the world had perceived long before ; when Cheſter- 
field, after a broken inſignificant preamble, aſked him how he 
ſucceeded with Lady Caſtlemaine. Hamilton, who very well 
ſaw that he meant nothing by this queſtion, nevertheleſs 
thanked him; and as he was thinking of an anſwer : © Your - 
6e couſin, ſaid the earl, is extremely coquettiſh, and I have 
e ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe ſhe is not ſo prudent as ſhe ought to 
« be.” Hamilton thought the laſt charge a little too ſevere; 
and as he was endeavouring to refute it: good God, ſaid 
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* my lord, you ſee, as well as the whole court, what airs ſhe 
« gives herſelf: Huſbands are always the laſt people that are 
te ſpoken to about thoſe affairs that concern them the moſt; 
but they are not always the laſt to perceive it themſelves: 
* Though you have made me your confidant in other matters, 


yet I am not at all ſurprized you have concealed this from 


* me; but as I flatter myſelf with having ſome ſhare in your 
& eſteem, I ſhould be ſorry you ſhould think me ſuch a fool 
“ as to be incapable of ſeeing, though I am ſo complaiſant as 
e not to expreſs my ſentiments : Nevertheleſs, I find that af- 
fairs are now carried on with ſuch bare-faced boldneſs, that 
* at length I find I ſhall be forced to take ſome courſe or 
* other. God forbid that I ſhould act the ridiculous part of 
t a jealous huſband: the character is odious; but then I do 
* not intend, through an exceſs of patience, to be made the 
< jeſt of the town. Judge, therefore, from what I am going 
* to tell you, whether I ought to fit down unconcerned, or 
© whether I ought to take meaſures for the preſervation of 


« my honor.” 


| 


te His royal highneſs honoured me yeſterday by a viſit to 
% my wife.” Hamilton ſtarted at this beginning. Yes, con- 
« tinued the other, he did give himſelf that trouble, and Lord 
* Arran took upon himſelf that of bringing him: Do not 
you wonder, that a man of his birth ſhould act ſuch a part? 
* What advancement can he expect from one who employs 
e him in ſuch baſe ſervices? But we have long known him 


< to be one of the ſillieſt creatures in England, with his 
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* guitar, and his other whims and follies.” Cheſterfield, 
after this ſhort ſketch of his brother-in-law's merit, began to 
relate the obſervations he had made during the viſit, and aſked 
Hamilton what. he thought of his couſin Arran, ho had ſo- 
obligingly left them together. This may appear ſurprizing 
4 to you, continued: he, but hear me out, and judge whether * ; 
e have reaſon. to: think: that the cloſe of this pretty viſit paſſed | 
in perfect. a innocence. Lady Cheſterfield i is amiable, it muſt _ 


« ſworn to purſue me-wherever I went that day, he came in 
« juſt after me. The converſation turned upon - the ex- 
e traordinary appearance of the ambaſſadors. I know not 
vhere that fool Crofts had heard that all theſe Muſcovites had 


ce be acknowledged; but ſhe is far from being ſuch a miracle f 
of beauty as ſne ſuppoſes herſelf: Vou know: ſhe has ugly 2 
feet; but perhaps you are not acquainted that ſne has ſtill 
e worſe legs. Pardon me, ſald Hamilton, within himſelf; | 
ec and the other continuing the deſcription: her legs; ſaid his 
ce lordſhip, are ſhort and thick; and to remedy theſe: defects ; 
« as much aspoſlible; the ſeldom wears ay other than . : 
© ſtockings??? 7529777. * rt 
HAmiLTon could not for his life imagine the drift. pe all 

this diſcourſe, and Cheſterfield gueſſing his thoughts: Have 
« a little patience, ſaid he: I went yeſterday to Miſs: Stewart's | 
after the audience of thoſe damned Muſcovites: The king „ 

« arrived there juſt before me; and as if the duke had 
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e handſome wives; and that all their wives had * 


<« legs. Upon this the king maintained, that no woman ever 
e had ſuch handſome legs as Miſs Stewart; and ſhe, to prove 
* the truth of his majeſty's aſſertion, with the greateſt imagin- 
sable eaſe, immediately ſhewed her leg above the knee. 
e Some were ready to proſtrate them ſelves, in order to adore 


sc its beauty; for indeed none can be handſomer; but the 


duke alone began to criticiſe upon it. He contended that 
& it was too flender, and that as for himſelf he would give no- 
* thing for a leg that was not thicker and ſhorter, and con- 
“ cluded by ſaying, that no leg was worth any thing without 
* green ſtockings : Now this, in my opinion, was a ſufficient 
te demonſtration that he had juſt ſeen green ſtockings, and had 
* them freſh in his remembrance.” 
HAMILTON was at a loſs what countenance to put on, 
during a narrative which raiſed in him nearly the ſame con- 
jectures: He ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, and faintly ſaid, that 
appearances were often deceitful; that Lady Cheſterfield had 
the foible of all beauties, who place their merit on the number 
of their admirers; and whatever airs ſhe might imprudently 
have given herſelf, in order not to diſcourage his royal high- 
neſs, there was no ground to ſuppoſe that ſhe would indulge 


him in any greater liberties to engage him; but in vain was 
it that he endeavoured to give that conſolation to his friend, 
which he did not feel himſelf. Cheſterfield plainly perceived 
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he did not think what he was ſaying ; however, he thought 


himſelf much obliged to him for the intereſt he ſeemed to 
take in his concerns. 


HAMILTON was in haſte to go home to vent his ſpleen 
and reſentment in a letter to his couſin; the ſtyle of this billet, 
was very different from thoſe which he formerly was accuſ- 
tomed to write to her: reproaches, bitter expoſtulations, ten- 
derneſs, menaces, and all the effuſions of a lover, who thinks 
he has reaſon to complain, compoſed this epiſtle; which, for 
fear of accidents, he went to deliver himſelf. | | | 

Neve did ſhe before appear ſo lovely, and never did her 
eyes ſpeak ſo kindly to him as at this moment : His heart quite 
relented ; but he was determined not to loſe all the fine things 
he had ſaid in his letter. In receiving it, ſhe ſqueezed his hand: 
this action completely diſarmed him, and he would have given 
his life to have had his letter again. It appeared to him at 
this inſtant, that all the grievances he complained of were vi- 
ſionary and groundleſs : He looked upon her huſband as a 
madman and an impoſtor, and quite the reverſe of what he 
ſuppoſed him to be a few minutes before ; but this remorſe 
came a little too late : he had delivered his billet; and Lady 
Cheſterfield had ſhewn ſuch impatience and eagerneſs to read 
it as ſoon as ſhe had got it, that all circumſtances ſeemed to 
. conſpire to juſtify her, and to confound him. She managed 
to get quit ſome way or other of ſome troubleſome viſitors, to 
{lip into her cloſet : He thought himſelf ſo culpable, that he 
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had not the aſſurance to wait her return: He withdrew with 
the reſt of the company ; but he did not dare to appear before 
her the next day, to have an anſwer to his letter : however 
he met her at court; and this was the firſt time, ſince the com- 
mencement of their amour, that he did not ſeek for her. He 
© ſtood at a diſtance, with downcaſt looks, and appeared in ſuch 
terrible embarraſſment, that his condition was ſufficient to raiſe 
laughter or to cauſe pity, when Lady Cheſterfield approaching, 
thus accoſted him: Confeſs, ſaid ſhe, that you are in as 
te fooliſh a ſituation as any man of ſenſe can be: you wiſh 
* you had not written to me: you are deſirous of an anſwer: 
“ you hope for none: yet, you equally wiſh for and dread it: 
te J have however written you one.” She had not time to ſay 
more; but the few words ſhe had ſpoken were accompanied 
with ſuch an air, and ſuch a look, as to make him believe that it 
was Venus with all her graces who had addreſſed him: He was 
near her when ſhe ſat down to cards, and as he was puzzling 
himſelf to deviſe by what means he ſhould get this anſwer, ſhe 
deſired him to lay her gloves and fan down ſomewhere: He 
took them, and with them the billet in queſtion, and as he 
had perceived nothing ſevere or angry in the converſation he 
had with her, he haſtened to open her letter, and read as 
follows : | 
* Your tranſports are ſo ridiculous, that it is doing you 
* a favor to attribute them to an exceſs of tenderneſs, which 
e turns your head: A man, without doubt, muſt have a 
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te great inclination to be jealous, to entertain ſuch an idea of 
e the perſon you mention. Good God ! what a lover to have 
cauſed uneaſineſs, to a man of genius, and what a genius, to 
© have got the better of mine! Are not you aſhamed to give 
e any credit to the viſions of a jealous fellow, who brought 
«© nothing elſe with him from Italy? Is it poſſible, that the 
<« ſtory of the green ſtockings, upon which he has founded his 
« ſuſpicions, ſhould have impoſed upon you, accompanied as 
« jt is with ſuch pitiful circumſtances? Since he has made 
“you his confidant, why did not he boaſt of breaking in 
e pieces my poor harmleſs guitar? This exploit, perhaps, 
“ might have convinced you more than all the reſt : Recollect 
« yourſelf, and if you are really in love with me, thank fortune 
« for a groundleſs jealouſy, which diverts to another quarter 
« the attention he might pay to my attachment for the moſt 
<« amiable and the moſt dangerous man of the court.” 
HAMILTON was ready to weep for joy at theſe endearing 
marks of kindneſs, of which he thought himſelf fo unworthy : 
He was not ſatisfied with kiſſing, in raptures, every part of 
this billet : he alſo kiſſed ſeveral times her gloves and her fan. 
Play being over, Lady Cheſterfield received them from his 
hands, and read in his eyes the joy that her billet had raiſed in 
his heart. Nor was he ſatisfied with expreſſing his raptures, 
only by looks : he haſtened home, and writ to her at leaſt four 
times as much. How different was this letter from the other ! 
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Though perhaps not ſo well written ; for one does not ſhew ſo 
much wit in ſuing for pardon, as in venting reproaches, and 
it ſeldom happens that the ſoft languiſhing ſtyle of a love let- 
ter, is ſo penetrating as that of invective. 

Be that as it may, his peace was made: their paſt quarrel 
gave new life to their correſpondence; and Lady Cheſterfield, to 
make him as eaſy, as he had before been diſtruſtful, expreſſed 
on every occaſion a feigned contempt for his rival, and a ſin- 
cere averſion for her huſpanc. | | 

So great was his confidence in her, that he conſented ſhe 
ſhould ſhew in public ſome marks of attention to the duke, in 
order to conceal as much as poſlible their private intelligence. 
Thus, at this time nothing diſturbed his peace of mind, but 


his impatience of finding a favourable opportunity for the 
completion of his defires : He thought it was in her power to 


command it; but ſhe excuſed herſelf on account of ſeveral dif- 
ficulties which ſhe enumerated to him, and which ſhe was de- 
firous he ſhould remove by his induſtry and attentions. 

Txis filenced his complaints; but whilſt he was endea- 
vouring to ſurmount theſe obſtacles, ſtill wondering how it was 
poſlible that two perſons who were ſo well diſpoſed to each 
other, and who were agreed to make each other happy, could 
not put their deſigns in execution, accident diſcovered an un- 
expected adventure, which left him no room to doubt, either 


of the happineſs of his rival, or of the perfidy of his miſtreſs. - - 
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MrsFoRTOUNEs often fall light, when moſt feared; and fre- 
quently prove heavieſt when merited, and when leaſt ſuſpected. 
Hamilton was in the middle of the moſt tender and paſſionate 
letter he had ever written to Lady Cheſterfield, when her huſ- 
band came to announce to him the particulars of this laſt dif 
covery : He came. ſo ſuddenly upon him, that he had only juſt 
time to conceal his amorous epiſtle among his other papers. 
His heart and mind were ſtill ſo full of what he Was writing 
to his couſin, that her huſband's complaints ' againſt- her, -at 
firſt, were ſcarce attended to; beſides, in his opinion, he had 
come in the moſt unfortunate moment on all accounts. 

Nx was; however, obliged to liſten to him, and he ſoon 
entertained quite different ſentiments: He appeared almoſt 
petrified with aſtoniſnment, while the earl was relating to him 
circumſtances of ſuch an extravagant indiſcretion, as ſeemed 
to him quite incredible, notwithſtanding the particulars of the 
fact. © You have reaſon to be ſurprized at it, ſaid my lord, 
« concluding his ſtory; but if you doubt the truth of what 1 
« tell you, it will be eaſy for you to find evidence that will 
« convince you; for che ſcene of their tender familiarities, 
ewas no leſs public than the room where the queen plays at 
« cards, which, while her majeſty was at. play, was, God 

„ knows, pretty well crowded. Lady Denham was the firſt 
who diſcovered what they thought would paſs unperceived 
« in the crowd; and you may very well judge how ſecret ſhe 
« would keep ſuch a circumſtance. The truth is, ſhe addreſſed 
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« herſelf to me firſt of all, as I entered the room, to tell me 
« that I ſhould give my wife a little advice, as other people 
might take notice of what I might ſee myſelf, if I pleaſed.” 

* Your couſin was at play as I before told you: The 
« duke was fitting next to her: I know not what was become 
e of his hand; but I am ſure that no one could ſee his 
« arm below the elbow: I was ſtanding behind them, 
ee juſt in the place that Lady Denham had quitted: The duke 
« turning round perceived me, and was ſo much diſturbed at 
« my preſence, that he almoſt undreſſed my lady in pulling 
ce away his hand. I know not whether they perceived that 
ce they were diſcovered; but of this I am convinced, that Lady 
«© Denham will take care that every body ſhall know it. I 
« muſt confeſs to you, that my embarraſſment is ſo great, that 
I cannot find words to expreſs what I now feel: I ſhould 
«© not heſitate one moment what courſe to take, if I might be 
ce allowed to ſhew my reſentment againſt the perſon who has 
« wronged me. As for her, I could manage her well enough, 
ce if, unworthy as ſhe is of any conſideration, I had not ſtill 
ee ſome regard for an illuſtrious family, that would be diſ- 
te tracted were I to reſent ſuch an injury as it deſerves. In 
« this particular you are intereſted yourſelf : You are my 
“ friend, and I make you my confidant in an affair of the 
< greateſt imaginable delicacy : Let us then conſult together 


<« what is proper to be done in ſo N and eee 
a ſituation. 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 189 


HAamiLTox, if poſſible, more aſtoniſhed, and more con- 
founded than himſelf, was far from being in a proper ſtate to 
afford him advice on the preſent occaſion: He liſtened to no- 
thing but jealouſy, and breathed nothing but revenge ; but 
theſe emotions being ſomewhat abated, in hopes that there 
might be calumny, or at leaſt exaggeration in the charges 
againſt Lady Cheſterfield, he defired her huſband to ſuſpend 
his reſolutions, until he was more fully informed of the fact ; 
aſſuring him however, that if he found the circumſtances ſuch - 
as he had related, he ſhould regard and conſult no other in- 
tereſt than his. 

Uyox this they parted; and Hamilton found, on the firſt 
enquiry, that almoſt the whole court was informed of the ad- 
venture, to which every one added ſomething in relating it. 
Vexation and reſentment inflamed his heart, and by degrees 
extinguiſhed every remnant of his former paſſion. 

Hz might eaſily have ſeen her, and have made her ſuch 
reproaches as a man is generally inclined to do on ſuch occa- 
ſions; but he was too much enraged to enter into any detail 
which might have led to an explanation: He confidered him- 
{elf as the only perſon eſſentially injured in this affair; for he 
could never bring his mind to think that the injuries of the 
huſband could be placed in competition with thoſe of the 
lover. 2 | | ; 

He haſtened to Lord Cheſterfield, in the tranſport of his 
paſſion, and told him that he had heard enough to induce 
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him to give ſuch advice, as he ſhould follow himſelf in the 
fame ſituation, and that if he wiſhed to ſave a woman ſo 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed, and who perhaps had not yet loſt all 
her innocence, though ſhe had totally loſt her reaſon, he 
ought not to delay one ſingle inſtant, but immediately to 
carry her into the country, with the greateſt poſſible ex- 
pedition, without allowing her the leaſt time to recover 
her ſurprize. | | : 

 Loxp Cheſterfield readily agreed to follow this advice, 
which he had already conſidered as the only counſel a friend 
could give him; but his lady, who did not ſuſpect he had made 
this laſt diſcovery of her conduct, thought he was joking with 
her, when he told her to prepare for going into the country in 
two days: She was the more induced to think ſo, as it was 
in the very middle of an extremely ſevere winter ; but ſhe ſoon 
perceived that he was in earneſt: She knew from the air and 
manner of her huſband, that he thought he had ſufficient rea- 
ſon to treat her in this imperious ſtyle ; and finding all her 
relations ſerious and cold to her complaint, ſhe had no hope 
left in this univerſally abandoned ſituation, but in the tender- 
neſs of Hamilton. She imagined, ſhe ſhould hear from him 
the cauſe of her misfortunes, of which ſhe was till totally 
ignorant, and that his love would invent ſome means or other 
to prevent a journey, which ſhe flattered herſelf would be 
even miore affecting to him than to herſelf; but ſhe was ex- 
pecting pity from a crocodile. | 
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AT laſt, when ſhe ſaw the eve of her departure was come; 
that every preparation was made for a long journey; that ſhe 
was receiving farewell viſits in form, and that till ſhe heard 
nothing from Hamilton, both her hopes and her patience for- 
ſook her in this wretched fituation. A few tears perhaps might 
have afforded her ſome relief, but ſhe choſe rather to deny her- 
ſelf that comfort, than to give her huſband ſo much ſatisfac- 
tion : Hamilton's conduct, on this occaſion, appeared to her 
unaccountable ; and as he ſtill never came near her, ſhe found 


means to convey to him the following billet. 
_ © Is it poſſible that you ſhould be one of thoſe, who, with- 
© out vouchſafing to tell me for what crime I am treated like 
cc a ſlave, ſuffer me to be dragged from ſociety? What means 
“your ſilence and indolence, in a juncture wherein your ten- 
« derneſs ought moſt particularly to appear, and actively ex- 
ert itſelf? I am upon the point of departing, and am 
“ aſhamed to think that you are the cauſe of my looking 
«© upon it with horror, as I have reaſon to believe, that you 
ce are leſs concerned at it than any other perſon : Do, at leaſt, 
let me know, to what place I am to be dragged ; what is 
c to be done with me within a wilderneſs; and, on what ac- 
« count, you, like all the reſt of the world, appear changed in 
« your behaviour towards a perſon, whom all the world could 


not oblige to change with regard to you, if your weakneſs 
or your ingratitude did not render you unworthy of her 
<« tenderneſs.” . 
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THis billet did but harden his heart, and make him more 
proud of his vengeance: He ſwallowed down full draughts of 
pleaſure, in beholding her reduced to deſpair, being perſuaded 
that her grief and regret for her departure were on account 
of another perſon : He felt uncommon ſatisfaction in having 
a ſhare in tormenting her, and was particularly pleaſed with 
the ſcheme he had contrived to ſeparate her from a rival, upon 
the very point perhaps of being made happy. Thus fortified 
as he was againſt his natural tenderneſs, with all the ſeverity 
of jealous reſentment, he ſaw her depart with an indifference, 
which he did not even endeavour to conceal from her : This 
unexpected treatment, joined to the complication of her other 
misfortunes, had almoſt in reality plunged her into deſpair. 

Tax court was filled with the ſtory of this adventure; 
Nobody was ignorant of the occaſion of this ſudden departure, 
but very few approved of Lord Cheſterfield's conduct. In 
England they looked with aſtoniſhment upon a man who could 
be ſo uncivil as to be jealous of his wife; and in the city of 
London it was a prodigy, till that time unknown, to ſee a huſ- 
band have recourſe to violent means, to prevent what jealouſy 
fears, and what it always deſerves. They endeavoured, how- 
ever, to excuſe poor Lord Cheſterfield, as far as they could 
ſafely do it, without incurring the public odium, by laying 
all the blame on his bad education. This made all the mo- 
thers vow to God, that none of their ſons ſhould ever ſet a 
foot in Italy, leſt they ſhould bring back with them that 
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that infamous cuſtom of Jaying reſtraint upon their 
wives. 


As this ſtory for a long time took up the attention of the 
court, the Chevalier de Grammont, who was not thoroughly 
acquainted with all the particulars, inveighed more bitterly 
than all the citizens of London put together againſt this 
tyranny ; and it was upon this occaſion that he produced new 
words to that fatal ſaraband which had unfortunately ſo 
great a ſhare in the adventure. The Chevalier paſſed for the 
author ; but if Saint Evremond had any part in the compo- 
ſition, it certainly was greatly inferior to his other perform- 
ances, as the reader will ſee in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Every man who believes that his honor depends upon 
that of his wife is a fool who torments himſelf, and drives 
her to deſpair ; but he who, being naturally jealous, has the 
additional misfortune of loving his wife, and who expects 
that ſhe ſhould only live for him, is a perfect madman; whom 
the torments of hell have actually taken hold of in this world, 
and whom nobody pities. All reaſoning and obſervation on 
theſe unfortunate circumſtances attending wedlock concur in 
this, that precaution 1s vain and uſeleſs before the evil, and re- 
venge odious afterwards. 

Tux Spaniards, who tyrannize over their wives, more by 
cuſtom, than from jealouſy, content themſelves with preſerv- 
ing the niceneſs of their honor by duennas, grates, and locks. 
The Italians, who are wary in their ſuſpicions, and vindictive 
in their reſentments, purſue a different line of conduct : Some 
ſatisfy themſelves with keeping their wives under locks which 
they think ſecure: others by ingenious precautions exceed 
whatever the Spaniards can invent for confining the fair ſex; 
but the generality are of opinion, that in either unavoidable 
danger, or in manifeſt tranſgreſſion, the ſureſt way is to 

aſſaſſinate. 
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Bur ye courteous an dindulgent nations, who, far from 
admitting theſe ſavage and barbarous cuſtoms, give full li- 
berty to your dear ribs, and commit the care of their virtue to 
their own diſcretion; you paſs without alarms or ſtrife your 
peaceful days, in all the enjoyments of domeſtic indolence! 

IT was certainly ſome evil genius that induced Lord 
Cheſterfield to diſtinguiſh himſelf from his patient and good- 
natured countrymen, and ridiculouſly to afford the world an 
opportunity of examinining into the particulars of an adven- 
ture, which would perhaps never have been known without 
the verge of the court, and which would every where have 
been forgotten in leſs than a month; but now, as ſoon as ever 
he had turned his back, in order to march away with his pri- 
ſoner, and the ornaments ſhe was ſuppoſed to have beſtowed 
upon him, God only knows, what a terrible attack there was 
made upon his rear: Rocheſter, Middleſex, Sydley, Etheredge, 
and all the whole band of wits, expoſed him in numberleſs 
ballads, and diverted the public at his expence. 

Turk Chevalier de Grammont was highly pleaſed with 
theſe; lively and humorous compoſitions; and wherever this 
ſabje& was mentioned, never failed to produce his ſupplement 
upon the occaſion : It is ſtrange, ſaid he, that the country, 
<« which is little better than a gallows or a grave for young 
“ people, is allotted in this land only for the unfortunate, and 
<« not for the guilty! poor Lady Cheſterfield, for. ſome un- 


« guarded looks, is immediately ſeized upon by an angry 
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« huſband, who will oblige her to ſpend her Chriſtmas at a 

“ country-houſe, a hundred and fifty miles from London; 

e while here, there are a thouſand ladies who are left at liberty 

to do whatever they pleaſe, and who indulge in that liberty, 

e and whoſe conduct, in ſhort, deſerves a daily baſtinado. I 

* name no perſon, God forbid I ſhould; but Lady Middle- 

* * ton, Lady Denham, the queen's and the ducheſs's maids of 

| © honor, and a hundred others, beſtow their favors to the 

« right and to the left, and not the leaſt notice is taken of 

their conduct. As for Lady Shrewſbury, ſhe is conſpicuous. 

I would take a wager ſhe might have a man killed for her 

e every day, and ſhe would only hold her head the higher for 

* it: One would ſuppoſe ſhe imported from Rome plenary 

“ indulgences for her conduct: There are three or four gen- 

te tlemen who wear an ounce of her hair made into bracelets, 

* and no perſon finds any fault; and yet ſhall ſuch a 

e croſs-grained fool as Cheſterfield be permitted to exerciſe an 

<« act of tyranny, altogether unknown in this country, upon 

the prettieſt woman in England, and all for a mere trifle: 

“ But I am his humble ſervant; his precautions will avail him 

«© nothing; on the contrary, very often a woman, who had no 

<< bad intentions when ſhe was ſuffered to remain in tranquil- 

lity, is prompted to ſuch conduct by revenge, or reduced to 

< 1t by neceſlity: this is as true as the goſpel: Hear now 
« what Franciſco's ſaraband ſays on the ſubject. 


cc 
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« Tell me, jealous-pated ſwain, 
What avail thy idle arts, 
To divide united hearts ? 
Love, like the wind, I trow, 
Will, where it liſteth, blow; 
So, prithee, peace, for all thy cares are vain. 


When you are by, 
Nor wiſhful look, be fure, nor eloquent ſigh, 


Shall dare thoſe inward fires diſcover, 
Which burn in either lover: 


Yet Argus? ſelf, if Argus were thy ſpy, 
Should ne'er, with all his mob of eyes, 


Surprize. 


Some joys forbidden, 

Tranſports hidden, 
Which love, through dark and ſecret ways, 
Myſterious love, to kindred ſouls conveys.“ 


Tur Chevalier de Grammont paſſed for the author of 
this ſonnet: neither the juſtneſs of the ſentiment, nor turn of 
it, are ſurprizingly beautiful; but as it contained ſome truths 


that flattered the genius of the nation, and pleaſed thoſe who 


intereſted themſelves for the fair ſex, the ladies were all de- 
ſirous of having it to teach their children. 

Dukins all this time, the Duke of Vork, not being in the 
way of ſeeing Lady Cheſterfield, eaſily forgot her: Her ab- 
ſence, however, had ſome circumſtances attending it, which 
could not but ſenſibly affect the perſon who had occaſioned 
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her confinement; but there are certain. fortunate tempers to 
which every ſituation is eaſy ; they feel neither diſappointment 
with bitterneſs, nor pleaſure with acuteneſs. In the mean 
time, as the duke could not remain idle, he had no ſooner for- 
gotten Lady Cheſterfield, butihe began to think of her whom 
he had. been in love with before, and was upon the point of 
. into his old paſſion for Miſs Hamilton ., 
THERE was in London a. celebrated portrait painter called 
30 5 Who had greatly improved himſelf by ſtudying the fa- 
mous Vandykes pictures, which- were diſperſed all over 
England in abundance. Lely imitated Vandyke's manner, 
7.24 and approached the neareſt to him of all the moderns. The 
Duckeſs of York being deſirous of having the portraits of the 
= handſomeſt perſons at court, Lely painted them, and employed 
all his ſkill in the performance; nor could he ever exert him- 
ſelf upon more beautiful ſubjects. Every picture appeared a 
maſterpiece; and that of Miſs; Hamilton appeared the higheſt 
finiſhed :- Lely himſelf acknowledged, that he had drawn it 
with a particular pleaſure. The Duke of York took a delight 
in looking-at-it;; and began again to ogle the original: He 
had very little reaſon to hope for ſucceſs; and at the ſame 
time that his hopeleſs paſſion alarmed the Chevalier de Gram- 
mont, Lady Denham thought proper to renew the negotiation 
which had ſo unluckily been interrupted: it was ſoon brought 
to a concluſion; for where both parties are ſincere in a ne- 
gotiation, no time is loſt in cavilling. Every thing ſucceeded 
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proſperouſly on one fide; yet, I know not what ' fatality ob- 


ſtructed the pretenſions of the other. The duke was very 
urgent with the ducheſs to put Lady Denham in poſſeſſion of 
the place which was the object of her ambition; but as ſhe 
was not guarantee for the performance of the ſecret articles of 
the treaty, though till this time ſhe had borne with patience 
the inconſtancy of the duke, and yielded ſubmiſſively to his 
deſires; yet, in the preſent inſtance, it appeared hard and diſ- 
honourable to her, to entertain near her perſon a rival, who 
would expoſe her to the danger of acting but a ſecond part in 
the midſt of her own court. However ſhe: ſaw herſelf upon 


the point of being forced to it by authority, when a far more 


unfortunate. obſtacle for ever bereft poor Lady Denham of 
the hopes of poſſeſſing that fatal place, which ſhe had ſolicited 
with ſuch eagerneſs. | | 
OLD Denham, naturally jealous, became more and more 
ſuſpicious, and found that he had ſufficient ground for ſuch 
conduct: His wife was young and handſome, he old and diſ- 
agreeable: What reaſon then had he to flatter himſelf that 
Heaven would exempt him from the fate of huſbands in the 
like circumſtances? This he was continually ſaying to him- 
ſelf; but when compliments were poured in upon him from 
all ſides, upon the place his lady was going to have near the 


ducheſs's perſon, he formed ideas of what was ſufficient to 


have made him hang himſelf, if he had poſſeſſed the reſolu- 
tion. The traitor choſe rather to exerciſe his courage againſt 
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another. He wanted precedents for putting in practice his re- 
ſentments in a privileged country : 'That of Lord Cheſterfield 
was not ſufficiently bitter for the revenge he meditated: be- 
fides, he had no country-houſe to which he could carry his un- 
fortunate wife. This being the caſe, the old villain made her 
travel a much longer journey without ſtirring out of London. 
Mercileſs fate. robbed Her: of Ale, and of her deareſt hopes, in 
% bloom of youth. 1275 
JET As no perſon ae Fa . of bs TAR poi- 
bed her; the populace of his neighbourhood: had a deſign of 
tearing him in Pieces, as ſoon as he ſhould come abroad; but 
he ſhut himſelf up; to bewail her death, until their fury was 
appeaſed- by a magnificent funeral, at which he diſtributed 
four times more burnt wine than had ever been drank at any 
burial ; in England. | ere 
C WulL the town; was in * of. Sorin ENF diſaſter, as an 
expiation-for-theſe: fatal effects of jealouſy; Hamilton was not 
altogether ſo- eaßy as he flattered himſelf he ſhould be after 
che departure of Lady Cheſterfield: He had only conſulted 
che chetates: of revenge in what he had done: his vengeance 
Was ſatisfied ; but ſuch was far from being the caſe with his 
love; and having, ſince the abſence of her he ſtill admired, 
notwithſtandin g his reſentments, leiſure to make thoſe re- 
flections which a recent injury will not permit a man to 
attend to: And wherefore,” ſaid he to himſelf, © was I fo 
* eager to make her miſerable, who alone, however culpable 
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© ſhe may be, has it in her power to make me happy? 
* Curſed jealouſy | continued he, yet more cruel to thoſe who 
* torment, than to thoſe who are tormented ! What have I 
gained, by having blaſted the hopes of a more happy rival, 
_ © fince I was not able to perform this without depriving my- 
e ſelf, at the ſame time, of her, upon whom the whole hap- 
ce pineſs and comfort of my life was centered.” | 
Tnus, clearly proving to himſelf, by a great many reaſon- 
ings of the ſame kind, and all out of ſeaſon, that in ſuch an 
engagement it was much better to partake with another than 
to have nothing at all, he filled his mind with a number of 
vain regrets and unprofitable remorſe, when he received a letter 
from her who occaſioned them, but a letter ſo exactly adapted 
to increaſe them, that, after he had read it, he looked upon 
himſelf as the greateſt ſcoundrel in the world. Here it follows: 
6 You will, no doubt, be as much ſurprized at this let- 
ce ter, as I was at the unconcerned air with which you beheld 
« my departure. I am led to believe, that you had imagined 
« reaſons, which, in your own mind, juſtified ſuch unſeaſon- 
<« able conduct. If you are ſtill under the impreſſion of ſuch 
e barbarous ſentiments, it will afford you pleaſure to be made 
« acquainted with what I ſuffer in the moſt horrible of priſons. 
«© Whatever the country affords moſt melancholy, in this ſea- 
e ſon, preſents itſelf to my view on all ſides : Surrounded by 
« impaſſable roads, out of one window I ſee nothing but 
« rocks, out of another nothing but precipices ; but wherever 
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I turn my eyes within doors, I meet thoſe of a jealous huſ- 
band, ſtill more unſupportable than the ſad objects that en- 
compaſs me. I ſhould add, to the misfortunes of my life, 


that of ſeeming criminal in the eyes of a man who ought 
to have juſtified me, even againſt convincing appearances, 


if by my avowed innocence I had a right to complain or to 
expoſtulate : but how is it poſſible for me to juſtify myſelf 


at ſuch a diſtance ; and how can I flatter myſelf, that the 


deſcription of a moſt dreadful priſon will, not prevent you 
from believing me ? But do you deſerve that I ſhould wiſh 
you did? Heavens! how I muſt hate you, if I did not love 
you to diſtraction. Come, therefore, and let me once again 
ſee you, that you may hear my juſtification ; and I am 
convinced, that if after this viſit you find me guilty, it will 
not be with reſpect to yourſelf. Our Argus ſets out 
to-morrow for Cheſter, where a law-ſuit will detain him a 
week : I know not whether he will gain it; but I am ſure 
it will be entirely your fault, if he does not loſe one, for 
which he is at leaſt as anxious as that he is now going 
after.” | | 

Tunis letter was ſufficient to make a man run blindfold 


into an adventure ſtill more raſh than that which was pro- 
poſed to him, and that was raſh enough in all reſpects : He 
could not perceive by what means ſhe could juſtify herſelf; 
but as ſhe aſſured him he ſhould be ſatisfied with his journey, 


this was all he deſired at preſent. 
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THrRE was one of his relations with Lady Cheſterfield, 
who, having accompanied her in her exile, had gained ſome 
ſhare in their mutual confidence; and it was through her 
means he received this letter, with all neceſſary inſtruc- 
tions about his journey and his arrival. Secrecy being the 
ſoul of ſuch expeditions, eſpecially before an amour is accom- 
pliſhed, he took poſt, and ſet out in the night, animated by 
the moſt tender and flattering wiſhes, ſo that, in leſs than no 
time, almoſt, in compariſon with the diſtance and the bad- 
neſs of the roads, he had travelled a hundred and fifty tedious 
miles : at the laſt ſtage he prudently diſmiſſed the poſt-boy. 
It was not yet day-light, and therefore, for fear of the rocks 
and precipices mentioned in her letter, he proceeded with 
tolerable diſcretion, conſidering he was in love. 

By this means, he fortunately eſcaped all the dangerous places, 
and, according to his inſtructions, ali ghted at a little hut adjoin- 
ing to the park-wall. The place was not magnificent; but, as he 
only wanted reſt, it did well enough for that: he did not with 
for day-light, and was even ſtill leſs deſirous of being ſeen; 
wherefore, having ſhut himſelf up in this obſcure retreat, he 
fell into a profound ſleep, and did not wake until noon. As 
he was particularly hungry when he awoke, he ate and drank 
heartily ; and, as he was the neateſt man at court, and was ex- 
_ pected by the neateſt lady in England, he ſpent the remainder 
of the day in dreſſing himſelf, and in making all thoſe prepa- 
rations which the time and place 'permitted, without deigning 
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once to look around him, or to aſk his landlord a fingle 
queſtion. At laſt, the orders he expected with great impa- 
tience were brought him, in the beginning of the evening, by 
a ſervant, who, attending him as a guide, after having led 
him for about half an hour in the dirt, through a park of vaſt 
extent, brought him at laſt into a garden, into which a little door 
opened: He was poſted exactly oppoſite to this door, by which, 
in a ſhort time, he was to be introduced to a more agreeable 
ſituation ; and here his conductor left him. The night ad- 
vanced, but the door never opened. | 
Trovecn the winter was almoſt over, the cold weather 
ſeemed only to be beginning : He was dirtied up to his knees 
in mud, and ſoon perceived, that if he continued much longer 
in this garden, it would all be frozen. This beginning of a 
very dark and bitter night would have been unbearable to 
any other ; but it was nothing to a man who flattered himſelf 
to paſs the remainder of it in the height of bliſs : However, 
he began to wonder at ſo many precautions in the abſence of 
a huſband : his imagination, by a thouſand delicious and ten- 
der ideas, ſupported him ſome time againſt the torments of 
impatience and the inclemency of the weather ; but he felt 
his imagination, notwithſtanding, cooling by degrees; and 


two hours, which ſeemed to him as tedious as two whole 
ages, having paſſed, and not the leaſt notice being taken 
of him, either from the door or from the window, 
he began to reaſon with himſelf upon the poſture of his 
affairs, and what was the fitteſt conduct for him to purſue in 
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this emergency: What if I ſhould rap at this curſed door, 
« ſaid he; for if my fate requires that I ſhould periſh, it is at 
< leaſt more honourable to die in the houſe, than to be ſtarved 
* to death in the garden: But, then, continued he, I may 
*© thereby, perhaps, expoſe a perſon whom ſome unforeſeen 
e accident may, at this very inſtant, have reduced to greater 


« perplexity than even I myſelf am in.” This thought ſup- 


plied him with a neceſſary degree of patience and fortitude 
againſt the enemies he had to contend with ; he therefore be- 
gan to walk quickly to and fro, with the reſolution to wait, as 
long as he could keep alive, the end of an adventure, which 
had ſuch an uncomfortable beginning. All this was to no 


purpoſe; for though he uſed every effort to keep himſelf 


warm, and though muffled up in a thick cloak, yet he began 


to be benumbed in all his limbs, and the cold gained the 
aſcendancy over all his amorous vivacity and eagerneſs. Day- 
break was not far off, and judging now, that though the 
accurſed door ſhould even be opened, it would be to no pur- 
poſe, he returned, as well as he could, to the place from 
whence he had ſet out upon this wonderful expedition. 

ALL the faggots that were in the cottage were hardly 
able to unfreeze him: The more he reflected on his adventure, 
the circumſtances attending it appeared ſtill the more ſtrange 
and unaccountable; but ſo far from accuſing the charming 
Counteſs he ſuffered a thouſand different anxieties on her ac- 
count: Sometimes he imagined that her huſband might have 
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returned unexpectedly ; ſometimes, that ſhe might ſuddenly 
have been taken ill; in ſhort, that ſome inſuperable obſtacle 
had unluckily interpoſed, and prevented his happineſs, not- 
withſtanding his miſtreſs's kind intentions towards him. 
« But wherefore, ſaid he, did ſhe forget me in that curſed 
« garden? Is it poſſible that ſhe could not find a ſingle mo- 
te ment to make me at leaſt ſome ſign or other, if ſhe could 
“ neither ſpeak to me, nor give me admittance ?” He knew 
not which of theſe conjectures to rely upon, or how to an- 
ſwer his own queſtions; but as he flattered himſelf that 
every thing would ſucceed better the next night, after having 
vowed not to ſet a foot again into that unfortunate garden, he 
gave orders to be waked as ſoon as any perſon ſhould enquire 
for him : then he laid himſelf down in one of the worſt beds 
in the world, and ſlept as ſound as if he had been in the beſt : 
He ſuppoſed that he ſhould not be awakened, but either by a 
letter or a meſſage from Lady Cheſterfield ; but he had ſcarce 
ſlept two hours, when he was rouſed by the ſound of the horn 
and the cry of the hounds. 'The hut, which afforded him a re- 
treat, joining, as we before ſaid, to the park-wall, he called his 
hoſt, to know what was the occaſion of that hunting, which 
made a noiſe, as if the whole pack of hounds had been in his 
bed-chamber. He was told, that it was my lord hunting a 
hare in his park. What lord? ſaid he, in great ſurprize. 
The Earl of Cheſterfield, replied the peaſant. He was ſo aſto- 
niſned at this, that at firſt he hid his head under the 
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bed-clothes, under the idea that he already ſaw him entering 
with all his hounds ; but as ſoon as he had a little recovered 
himſelf, he began to curſe capricious fortune, no longer 
doubting but this jealous fool's return had occaſioned all his 
tribulations in the preceding night. 

Ir was not poſſible for him to ſleep again, after ſuch an 
alarm ; he therefore got up, that he might revolve in his mind 
all the ſtratagems that are uſually employed, either to deceive, 
or to remove out of the way a jealous ſcoundrel of a huſband, 
who thought fit to neglect his law-ſuit, in order to plague his 
wife. He had juſt finiſhed dreſſing himſelf, and was begin- 


ning to queſtion his landlord, when the ſame ſervant, who had 
conducted him to the garden, delivered him a letter, and diſ- 


appeared, without waiting for an anſwer. This letter was 
from his relation, and was to this effect : 

«© I am extremely ſorry that I have innocently been ac- 
“ ceſlary to bringing you to a place, to which you were only 


cc invited to be laughed at: I oppoſed this journey at firſt, 


<« though I was then perſuaded it was wholly ſuggeſted by her 
ce tenderneſs ; but ſhe has now undeceived me: She triumphs 
« in the trick ſhe has played you: her huſband has not ſtir- 
ce red from hence, but ſtays at home, out of complaiſance to 
« her: He treats her in the moſt affectionate manner ; and it 
ce was upon their reconciliation, that ſhe found out that you 
« had adviſed him to carry her into the country. She has 
« conceived ſuch hatred and averſion againſt you for it, that 
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e I find, from her diſcourſe, ſhe has not yet wholly ſatisfied 
her reſentment. Conſole yourſelf for the hatred of a per- 
e ſon; whoſe heart never merited your tenderneſs. Return: a 
« longer ſtay in this place will but draw upon you ſome freſh 
e misfortune : for my part, I ſhall ſoon leave her: I know 
<« her, and I thank God for it: I do not repent having pitied 
<« her at firſt; but Jam diſguſted with an employment which 
© but ill agrees with my way of thinking.” 

Uyron reading this letter, aſtoniſhment, ſhame, ha- 
tred, and rage, ſeized at once upon his heart: Then me- 
naces, invectives, and the deſire of vengeance, broke forth by 
turns, and excited his paſſion and reſentment ; but, after he 
deliberately conſidered the matter, he reſolved that it was now 
the beſt way quietly to mount his horſe, and to carry back 
with him to London a ſevere cold, inſtead of the ſoft wiſhes 
and tender defires he had brought from thence. He quitted 
this perfidious place with much greater expedition than he 
had arrived at it, though his mind was far from being occu- 
pied with ſuch tender and agreeable ideas : However, when he 
thought himſelf at a ſufficient diſtance to be out of danger 
of meeting Lord Cheſterfield and his hounds, he choſe to look 
back, that he might at leaſt have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the 
_ Priſon where this wicked enchantreſs was confined ; but what 
was his ſurprize, when he ſaw a very fine houſe, ſituated on 
the banks of a river, in the moſt delightful and pleaſant 
country imaginable. Neither rock, nor precipice, was here to 
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be ſeen; for, in reality, they were only in the letter of his 
perfidious miſtreſs. This furniſhed freſh cauſe for reſent- 
ment and confuſion to a man, who thought himſelf fo well 
acquainted with all the wiles, as well as weakneſſes, of the-fair 
ſex; and who now found himſelf the dupe of a coquet, who 
was reconciled to her huſband, in order to be revenged on her 
lover. | | 


AT laſt he reached London, well furniſhed with argu- 
ments to maintain, that a man muſt be extremely weak to 
truſt to the tenderneſs of a woman who has once deceived 
him; but, that he muſt be a complete fool to run after her. 

Tarts adventure not being much to his credit, he ſup- 
preſſed, as much as poſſible, both the journey, and the cir- 
cumſtances attending it ; but, as we may eaſily ſuppoſe Lady 
Cheſterfield made no ſecret of it, the king came to the know- 
ledge of it; and, having complimented Hamilton upon it, 
deſired to be informed of all the particulars of the expedition: 
The Chevalier de Grammont happened to be preſent at this 
recital ; and, having gently inveighed againſt. the treacherous 
manner in which he had been uſed, ſaid : © If ſhe is to be 
e blamed for carrying the jeſt ſo far, you are no leſs to be 
« blamed for coming back ſo ſuddenly, like an ignorant no- 
« vice: I dare lay an hundred guineas, ſhe has more than 

once repented of a reſentment which you pretty well de- 
« ſerved for the trick you had played her: Women love re- 
venge; but their reſentments ſeldom laſt long; and, if you 
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* had remained in the neighbourhood till the next day, 1 
e will be hanged if ſhe would not have given you ſatisfaction 
«* for the firſt night's ſufferings.” Hamilton being of a diffe- 
rent opinion, the Chevalier de Grammont reſolved to main- 
tain his aſſertion by a caſe in point; and, addrefling himſelf 
to the king: Sir, ſaid he, your majeſty, I ſuppoſe, muſt 
e have known Marion de Orme, the moſt charming crea- 
t ture in all France: Though ſhe was as witty as an angel, 
«© ſhe was as capricious as a devil. This beauty having made 
tc me an appointment, a whim ſeized her to put me off, and 
© to give it to another; ſhe therefore writ me one of the ten- 
« dereſt billets in the world, full of the grief and forrow ſhe 


« was in, by being obliged to diſappoint me, on account of 


« a moſt terrible head-ach, that obliged her to keep her bed, 
<« and deprived her of the pleaſure of ſeeing me till the next 
« day. This head-ach, coming all of a ſudden, appeared to 
« me very ſuſpicious ; and, never doubting but it was her 


«« mtention to jilt me: Very well, miſtreſs coquet, ſaid I to | 


e myſelf, if you do not enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeing me this 

« day, you ſhall not enjoy the ſatisfaction of ſeeing another. 
* HerevPon, I detached all my ſervants, ſome of whom 

<*« patrolled about her houſe, whilſt others watched her door: 


* One of the latter brought me intelligence, that no perſon 


e had gone into her houſe all the afternoon ; but that a foot- 
<< boy had gone out as it grew dark; that he followed him as 
far as the Rue Saint Antoine, where this boy met another, 
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ee to whom he only ſpoke two or three words. This was 
« ſufficient to confirm my ſuſpicions, and make me reſolve, 


either to make one of the party, or to diſconcert it. 


e As the bagnio where I lodged was at a great dine 


from the Marais, as ſoon as the night ſet in I mounted my 
* horſe, without any attendant. When I eanie to the Place 


* Royale, the ſervant, who was centry there, aſſured me that 
© no perſon was yet gone into Mademoiſelle de:VOrme's 
« houſe: I rode forward towards. the Rue Saint Antoine; and: 
« juſt as I was going out of the Place-Royale, I fa man on 
* foot coming into it, Who avoided; me as much as he poſſibly 
< could ; but his endeavour was all to no purpoſe; I knew him 
« to be the Duke de Briſſac, and I no longer doubted but he 
« was my rival that night: I then approached, towards him, 


« ſeeming as if 1 feared I miſtook my man; and, alightir 7 


<« with a very buſy. air: Briſſac, my friend, ſaid I, you maſt 
<« do me a ſervice of the very greateſt importance: I have an 


% appointment, for the firſt time, with a girl who lives very | 
“ near this place; and, as this viſit is only to concert mea- 
« ſures, I ſhall make but a very ſhort ſtay: Be ſo bind, there- 


« fore, as to lend me your cloak, and walk my horſe about 
« a little, until I return; but, above all, do not go far from 
this place: You ſee that I uſe you freely like a friend; but 
„ you know, it is upon condition that you may take the ſame 
« liberty with me. I took his cloak without waiting for his 
« anſwer, and he took my horſe by the bridle, and followed 
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„ me with his eye: But he gained no intelligence by this; 


<* for, after having pretended to go into a houſe oppoſite to 
« him, I flipped under the piazzas to Mademoiſelle de 
* YOrme's, where the door was opened as ſoon as I knocked. 
* I was ſo much muffled up in Briſſac's cloak, that I was 
taken for him: The door was immediately ſhut, not the 
e leaſt queſtion. aſked me; and, having none to aſk myſelf, 
«I went ſtraight to the lady's chamber. I found her upon a 
e couch in the moſt agreeable, and genteeleſt diſhabille ima- 
<* ginable: She never in her life looked ſo handſome, nor was 
« ſo greatly ſurprized ; and, ſeeing her ſpeechleſs and con- 
* founded: What is the matter, my fair one? ſaid I, me- 
ee thinks this is a head-ach very elegantly ſet off; but your 
* head-ach, to all appearance, is now gone? Not in the 
< leaſt, ſaid ſhe, I can ſcarce ſupport it, and you will oblige me 
in going away, that I may go to bed. As for your going to 
6 bed, to that I have not the leaſt objection, ſaid I; but, as 
« for my going away, that cannot be, my little princeſs: 


„ The Chevalier de Grammont is no fool; a woman does not 


« dreſs herſelf with ſo much care for nothing. You will 
% find, however, faid ſhe, that it is for nothing; for you 
% may depend upon it that you ſhall be no gainer by it. 
„What! faid I, after having made me an appointment! 
Well, replied ſhe haſtily, though I had made you fifty, it 
* ſtill depends upon me, whether I chuſe to keep them, or 
* not, and you muſt ſubmit if I do not. This might do 
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“very well, faid I, if it was not to give it to another. Ma- 
te demoiſelle de YOrme, as haughty as a woman of the 
*« greateſt virtue, and as paſſionate as one who has the leaſt, 
* was irritated at a ſuſpicion, which gave her more concern 
e than confuſion ; and ſeeing that ſhe was beginning to put 
* herſelf in a paſſion: Madam, faid I, pray do not talk in fo 
“ high a ſtrain ; I know what perplexes you: You are afraid 
e leſt Briſſac ſhould meet me here; but you may make your- 
ſelf eaſy on that account: I met him not far from 
this place, and God knows that I have ſo managed the 


theſe words in a tone ſomewhat tragical, ſhe appeared con- 
*© cerned at firſt, and, looking upon me with ſurprize: What 
* do you mean, about the Duke de Briflac ? ſaid ſhe. I mean, 
“ replied I, that he is at the end of the ſtreet, walking my 
“ horſe about; but, if you will not believe me, ſend one of 
* your own ſervants thither, or look at his cloak which I left 
te in your antichamber. Upon this, ſhe burſt into a fit of 
<« laughter, in the midſt of her aſtoniſhment, and, throwing 
her arms around my neck: My dear Chevalier, ſaid ſhe, 
<« I] can hold out no longer; you are too amiable and too 
« eccentric not to be pardoned. I then told her the whole 
« ſtory: She was ready to die with laughing; and, parting 
« very good friends, ſhe aſſured me, my rival might exerciſe 
« horſes as long as he pleaſed, but that he ſhould not ſet his 
« foot within her doors that night. 7 


affair as to prevent his viſiting you ſoon. Having ſpoken - 
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te Iro the duke exactly in the place where I had left 
him : I aſked him a thouſand pardons for having made him 
wait ſo long, and thanked him a thouſand times for his 
* complaiſance. He told me, I jeſted ; that ſuch compliments 
were unuſual among friends ; and, to convince me that he 
e had cordially rendered me this piece of ſervice, he would, 


© by all means, hold my horſe while I was mounting. I re- 


“ turned him his cloak, bid him good night, and went back 
« to my lodgings, equally ſatisfied with my miſtreſs and my 
« rival, This, continued he, proves that a little patience 
t and addreſs is ſufficient to diſarm the anger of the fair, and 
* to turn even their tricks to a man's advantage.” 


IT was in vain that, the Chevalier de Grammont diverted 


the court with his ſtories, inſtructed by his example, and ne- 


ver appeared there but to inſpire univerſal joy; for a long 
time he was the only foreigner in faſhion. Fortune, jealous 
of the juſtice which is done to merit, and deſirous of ſeeing 
all human happineſs depend on her caprice, raiſed up againſt 
him two com petitors for the pleaſure he had long enjoyed of 
entertaining the Engliſh court ; and theſe competitors were ſo 
much the more dangerous, as the reputation of their ſeveral 
merits had preceded their arrival, in order to pot the ſuf- 
frages of the court in their favour. 

Tux came to diſplay, in their own perſons, whatever 
was the moſt accompliſhed either among the men of the 
ſword, or of the gown. The one was the Marquis de Fla- 
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marens, the ſad object of the ſad elegies of the Counteſs de la 
Suze: The other was the preſident Tambonneau, the moſt. 
humble and moſt obedient ſervant and admirer of the beau- 
teous Luynes. As they arrived together, they exerted every 
endeavour to ſhine in concert : 'Their talents were as different 
as their perſons: Tambonneau, who was tolerably ugly, 

founded his hopes upon a great ſtore of wit, which, however, 
no perſon in England could find out; and Flamarens, by 
his air and mien, courted admiration, which was flatly denied 
um. 

Tur had agreed mutually to aſſiſt each other in order to 
ſucceed in their intentions; and, therefore, in their firſt viſits, 
the one appeared in ſtate, and the other was the ſpokeſman. 
But they found the ladies in England of a far different taſte 

from thoſe who had rendered them famous in France: The 1188 
. rhetoric of the one had no effect on the fair ſex, and the fine | . | 
mien of the other diſtinguiſhed him only in a minuet, which | 11 
he firſt introduced into England, and which he danced with — 
tolerable ſucceſs. The Engliſh court had been too long ac- 
cuſtomed to the ſolid wit of Saint Evremond, and the na- 
_ tural and ſingular charms of his hero, to be ſeduced by ap- | 
pearances : However, as the Engliſh have, in general, a fort | | | 
of predilection in favor of any thing that has the appear- | | | 
ance of bravery, Flamarens was better received on account | | | | 
of a duel, which, obliging him to leave his own country, was | 
a recommendation to him in England. © | 1 
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Miss Hamilton had, at firſt, the honor of being diſtin- 
guiſhed by Tambonneau, who thought ſhe poſſeſſed a ſuffi- 
cient ſhare of wit to diſcover the delicacy of his; and, being 
delighted to find that nothing was. loſt in her converſation, 
either as to the turn, the expreſſion, or beauty of the thought, 
he frequently did her the favor to converſe with her ; and, 
perhaps, he would never have found out that he was tire- 
ſome, if, contenting himſelf with the diſplay of his eloquence, 
he had not thought proper to attack her heart. This was car- 
rying the matter a little too far for Miſs Hamilton's complai- - 
ſance, who was of opinion that ſhe had already ſhewn him 
too much for the tropes of his harangues: He was, therefore, 
deſired to try ſomewhere elſe the experiment of his ſeducing 
tongue, and not to loſe the merit of his former conſtancy by 
an infidelity which would be of no advantage to him. 

Hex followed this advice like a wiſe and tractable man 
and ſome time after, returning to his old miſtreſs in France, 
he began to lay in a ſtore of politics for thoſe important ne- 
gociations, in which he has ſince been employed. 

IT was not till after his departure that the Chevalier de 
Grammont heard of the amorous declaration he had made: 


This was a confidence of no great importance; it, however, 
ſaved Tambonneau from ſome ridicule which might have 
fallen to his ſhare before he went away. His colleague, Fla- 
marens, deprived of his ſupport, ſoon perceived that he was 
not likely to meet in England with the ſucceſs he had ex- 
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pected, both from love and fortune: But Lord Falmouth, ever 
attentive to the glory of his maſter, in the relief of illuſtrious 
men in diſtreſs, provided for his ſubſiſtence, and Lady Southeſk 
for his pleaſures : He obtained a penſion from the King, and 
from her every thing he deſired; and moſt happy was it for him 
that ſhe had no other preſent to beſtow but that of her heart. 

IT was at this time that Talbot, whom we have before 
mentioned, and who was afterwards created Duke of Tyr- 


connel, fell in love with Miſs Hamilton. There was not a 


more genteel man at court: He was indeed but a younger bro- 
ther, though of a very ancient family, which, however, was 
not very conſiderable either for its renown or its riches; and, 
though he was naturally of a careleſs diſpoſition, yet, being 
intent upon making his fortune, and much in favor with the 
Duke of York, and fortune likewiſe favorin g him at play, he 
had improved both ſo well, that he was in poſſeſſion of about 
forty thouſand pounds a year in land. He offered himſelf 
to Miſs Hamilton, with this fortune, together with the almoſt 
certain hopes of being made a peer of the realm, by his maſ- 
ter's credit; and, over-and- above all, as many ſacrifices as ſhe 
could deſire of Lady Shrewſbury's letters, pictures, and hair; 


curioſities which, indeed, are reckoned for nothing in houſe- 


keeping, but which teſtify ſtrongly in favor of the ſincerity 
and merit of a lover. 
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Sucu a rival was not to be deſpiſed; and the Chevalier de 
Grammont thought him the more dangerous, as he perceived 
that Talbot was deſperately in love; that he was not a man to 
be diſcouraged by a firſt repulſe; that he had too much ſenſe 
and good breeding to draw upon himſelf either contempt or 
coldneſs by too great eagerneſs; and, beſides this, his brothers 
began to frequent the houſe. One of theſe brothers was almo- 
ner to the queen, an intriguing Jeſuit, and a great match- 
maker : the other was, what was called, a lay-monk, who 
had nothing of his order, but the immorality and infamy of 
character which is aſcribed to them; and withall, frank and 
free, and ſometimes entertaining, but ever ready to ſpeak 
bold and offenſive truths, and to do good offices. 

Wurx the Chevalier de Grammont reflected upon all 
theſe things, there certainly was ſtrong ground for uneaſineſs: 
Nor was the indifference which Miſs Hamilton ſhewed for 
the addreſſes of his rival ſufficient to remove his fears; for 
being abſolutely dependant on her father's will, ſhe could only 
anſwer for her own intentions: But Fortune, who ſeemed 
to have taken him under her protection in England, now de- 
livered him from all his uneaſineſs. 

TaLBoT had for many years ſtood forward as the patron 
of the diſtreſſed Iriſh: This zeal for his countrymen was cer- 
tainly very commendable in itſelf ; at the ſame time, however, 
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it was not altogether free from ſelf-intereſt: For, out of all 
the eſtates he had, through his credit, procured the reſtora- 
tion of to their primitive owners, he had always obtained 
ſome ſmall compenſation for himſelf; but, as each owner found 
his advantage in it, no complaint was: made. N evertheleſo, 


as it is very difficult to uſe fortune and favor with modera- 


tion, and not to ſwell with the gales of proſperity, ſome of 


his proceedings had an air of haughtineſs and independence 
which offended the Duke of Ormond, then Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, as injurious to his Grace's authority. The Duke 


reſented this behaviour with great ſpirit. As there certainly 
was a great difference between them, both as to their birth 
and rank, and to their credit, it had been prudent in Talbot to 
have had recourſe to apologies and ſubmiſſion; but ſuch con- 


duct appeared to him baſe, and unworthy for a man of his im- 


portance to ſubmit to: he accordingly acted with haughtineſs 
and inſolence; but he was ſoon convinced of his error; for, 
having inconſiderately launched out into ſome arrogant expreſ- 


ſions, which it neither became him to utter, not the Duke of 


Ormond to forgive, he was ſent priſoner to the Tower, from 
whence he could not be releaſed, until he had made all neceſ- 
ſary ſubmiſſions to his Grace: he therefore employed all: his 

friends for that purpoſe, and was obliged to yield more, to get 
out of this ſcrape, than would have been neceſſary to have 
avoided it. By this imprudent conduct, he loſt all hopes of 


220 MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 


marrying into a family, which, after ſuch a proceeding, was 
not likely to liſten to any propoſal from him. 

IT was with great difficulty and mortification that he 
was obliged to ſuppreſs a paſſion, which had made far 
greater progreſs in his heart, than this quarrel had done good | 
to his affairs. 'This being the caſe, he was of opinion that 
his preſence was neceſſary in Ireland, and that he was better 
out of the way of Miſs Hamilton, to remove thoſe impreſſions 
which ſtill troubled his repoſe: His departure, therefore, 
soon followed this reſolution. 

| TaLBoT played deep, and was tolerably forgetful: The 
Chevalier de Grammont won three or four hundred guineas 
of him the very evening on which he was ſent to the Tower. 
That accident had made him forget his uſual punctuality in 
paying, the next morning, whatever he had loſt over night; and 
this debt had ſo far eſcaped his memory, that it never once oc- 
curred to him after he was enlarged. The Chevalier de 
_ Grammont, who ſaw him at his departure, without taking the 

-leaſt notice of the money he owed him, wiſhed him a good jour- 
ney; and, having met him at court, as he came to take his leave 
of the King: Talbot, ſaid he, if my ſervices can be of any uſe 
« to you, during your abſence, you have but to command them: 
« You know, old Ruſſell has left his nephew as his reſident 
« with Miſs Hamilton: If you pleaſe, I will act for you in 
e the ſame capacity. Adieu, God bleſs you: Be ſure not to 
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ce fall ſick upon the road; but if you ſhould, pray remember 
«© me in your will.“ Talbot, who upon this compliment 
immediately recollected the money he owed the Chevalier, 
burſt out a laughing, and embracing! him: My dear Che- 
« valier, ſaid he, I am ſo much obliged to you fox your offer, 


<«- that 1 reſign you my. miſtreſs,. and will ſend: you your mo- 


<« ney inſtantly.”.- The Chevalier de Grammont poſſeſſed a. 


thouſand of theſe genteel ways of refreſhing the memories: of. 


thoſe perſons, 8 who: were apt to be forgetful in their. paym nts 
The following is .the: method he uſed ſomne years after, withl 
Lord Cornwallis: I his lord had, married] the daughter of Sig". 


Stephen Fox; treaſurer of the kings. houſhold, one of the 1 


richeſt and moſt regular men in England. His bon-in- .. 


on the contrary, : was a yqung ſpendthrift; was: very: extrava- | 


gant, loved gaming, loſt as much as ally one: would:truft; hints 


but was not quite ſo ready e at paying. Hig, father-inslaw. MS 


approved of his conduct, paid his/debts. and gade him Aa ler-. 
ture at the ſame time. The Chevalier de Grammont bad. Won 


of him a thouſand or twelve hundred guineasj;vhich. he, heard. pf 
no tidings of, although. he- was upon the eve of; his departure, : 
and he had taken leave'of Corn wallis 1 in « e nlar man- | 
ner than any other perſon. This obliged the Chevalier to- 


write him a billet, which was rather laconic. It was this: 
«© My lord, 


« Pray remember the Count de Grammont, and do not. 
8 « forget Sir Stephen F ox. 
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To return to Talbot : He went away more concerned 


than became a man who had voluntarily reſigned his miſtreſs 


to another: Neither his ſtay in Ireland, nor his ſolicitude about 
his domeſtic affairs, perfectly cured him; and if at his return 
he found himſelf diſengaged from Miſs Hamilton's chains, it 
was only to exchange them for others. 'The alteration that 
had taken place in the two courts, occaſioned this change in 
him, as we ſhall fee in the ſequel. 

Wr have hitherto only mentioned the queen's maids of 
honor, upon account of Miſs Stewart and Miſs Warmeſtre : 
The others were Miſs Bellenden, Mademoiſelle de la Garde, 
and Mademoiſelle Bardou, all maids of honor, as it pleaſed 
God. | 

MMiss Bellenden was no beauty, but was a good-natured 
girl, whoſe chief merit conſiſted in being plump and freſh 
coloured ; and who, not having a ſufficient ſtock of wit to be 


a coquette in form, uſed all her endeavours to pleaſe every per- 


ſon by her complaiſance. Mademoiſelle de la Garde, and Ma- 
demoiſelle Bardou, both French, had been preferred to their 
places by the queen dowager : The firſt was a little Brunette, 
who was continually meddling in the affairs of her compa- 


nions; and the other by all means claimed the rank of a 


maid of honor, though ſhe only lodged with the others, and 

both her title and ſervices were conſtantly conteſted. | 
Ir was hardly poſſible for a woman to be more ugly 

with ſo fine a ſhape ; but as a recompenſe, her uglineſs was ſet 
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To return to Talbot: He went away more concerned 
than became a man who had voluntarily reſigned his miſtreſs 
to another: Neither his ſtay in Ireland, nor his ſolicitude about 
his domeſtic affairs, perfectly cured him; and if at his return 
he found himſelf diſengaged from Miſs Hamilton's chains, it 
was only to exchange them for others. The alteration that 
had taken place in the two courts, occaſioned this change in 
him, as we ſhall ſee in the ſequel. 

Wi have hitherto only mentioned the queen's maids of 
honor, upon account of Miſs Stewart and Miſs Warmeſtre : 


The others were Miſs Bellenden, Mademoiſelle de la Garde, 


and Mademoiſelle Bardou, all maids of honor, as it pleaſed 
Miss Bellenden was no beauty, but was a good-natured 


girl, whoſe chief merit conſiſted in being plump and freſh 


coloured ; and who, not having a ſufficient ſtock of wit to be 


a coquette in form, uſed all her endeavours to pleaſe every per- 


ſon by her complaiſance. Mademoiſelle de la Garde, and Ma- 
demoiſelle Bardou, both French, had been preferred to their 
places by the queen dowager : The firſt was a little Brunette, 
who was continually meddling in the affairs of her compa- 
nions ; and the other by all means claimed the rank of a 
maid of honor, though ſhe only lodged with the others, and 
both her title and ſervices were conſtantly conteſted. 


Ir was hardly poſſible for a woman to be more ugly 


with ſo fine a ſhape ; but as a recompenſe, her uglineſs was ſet 
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off with every art. The uſe ſhe-was-put to, was to dance with 


Flamarens, and ſometimes, towards the concluſion of a ball, 


poſſeſſed of caſtagnets and effrontery, ſhe would dance ſome 


figured ſaraband or other, which amuſed the court... Let * : 


now ſee in what manner this ended. | 1 dE 
As Miſs Stewart was very ſeldom in waitiz on- {ada 
ſhe was ſcarcely conſidered as a maid of honor: The others 


went off almoſt at the ſame time, by different adventuress 


and this is the ' hiſtory of Miſs Warmeſtré, wuom we 
have before nee when n of the Chevalier: det 
Grammont. 

Loxp Taaffe, ddeſt fon of the Earl & Carlingford,; was 
ſuppoſed to be in love with her; and Miſs Warmeſtre not on- 
ly imagined it was ſo, but likewiſe perſuaded herſelf that he 


would not fail to marry her the firſt opportunity; and in the 


mean time, ſhe thought it her duty to entertain him with all 
the civility imaginable. Taaffe had made the Duke of Rich- 
mond his confidant: Theſe two were particularly attached to 
each other; but ſtill more ſo to wine. The Duke of Rich- 
mond. notwithſtanding his birth, made but: an indifferent figure 
at court; and the king reſpected him ſtill leſs than his cour- 


tiers did: and perhaps it was in order to court his majeſty's 


favour, that he thought proper to fall in love with Miſs Stew- 
art. The duke and Lord Taaffe made each other the :confi- 


dants of their reſpective engagements ;. and theſe were the 


meaſures they took to put their deſigns in execution. Little 
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Mademoiſelle de la Garde was charged to acquaint Miſs 


Stewart that the Duke of Richmond was dying of love for 


her, and that when he ogled her in public, it was a cer- 
tain ſign that he was ready to marry her, as ſoon as ever 
ſhe would conſent. 

TaAArrR had no commiſſion to give the little ambaſſadreſs 
for Miſs Warmeſtre; for there every thing was already ar- 
ranged; but ſhe was charged to ſettle and provide ſome con- 
vemiencies which were ſtill wanting for the freedom of their 
commerce, ſuch as to have free egreſs and regreſs to her at all 
hours of the day or night : this appeared difficult to be obtain- 
ed, but it was however at length accompliſhed. 

Tur governeſs of the maids of honor, who for the 
world would not have connived at any thing that was not fair 
and honorable, conſented that they ſhould ſup as often as 
they pleaſed in Miſs Warmeſtre's apartments, provided that 
their intentions were honorable, and ſhe one of the company. 
The good old lady was particularly fond of green oyſters, and 
had no averſion to Spaniſh wine: She was certain of finding 

at every one of theſe ſuppers two barrels of oyſters ; one to be 
eaten with the party, and the other for her to carry away : as 
ſoon therefore as ſhe had taken her doſe of wine, ſhe took her 
leave of the company. 

IT was much about the time that the Chevalier de Gram- 
mont had caſt his eyes upon Miſs Warmeſtre, that this kind 
of life was led in her chamber. God knows how many ham- 
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pies, bottles of wine, and other products of his lordſhip's 
liberality, were there conſumed ! 

Id the midſt of theſe nocturnal feſtivals, and of this in- 
nocent commerce, a relation of Killegrew's came up to Lon- 
don about a law-ſuit : He gained his cauſe, but nearly loſt | 
his ſenſes. 

HE was a country gentleman, who had been a widower 
about fix months, and was poſſeſſed of fifteen or ſixteen thou- 
ſand pounds a year: The good man, who had no buſineſs at 
court, went thither merely to ſee his couſin Killegrew, who - 
could have diſpenſed with his viſits. He there ſaw Miſs 
Warmeſtrẽ; and at firſt ſight fell in love with her. His paſ- 
ſion encreaſed to ſuch a degree, that having no reſt either by 
day or night, he was obliged to have recourſe to extraordinary 
remedies; he therefore early one morning called upon his 
couſin Killegrew, told him his caſe, and deſired him to de- 
mand Miſs Warmeſtrẽ in marriage for him. 

KILLEGREw was ſtruck with wonder and aſtoniſhment. 
when he heard his deſign : nor could he ceaſe wondering at 
what ſort of creature, of all the women in London, his couſin 
had reſolved upon marrying. It was ſome time before Kille- 
grew could believe that he was in earneſt ; but when he was 
convinced that he was, he began to enumerate the dangers 
and inconveniences attending ſo raſh an enterprize. He told 
him, that a girl educated at court, was a terrible piece of furni- 
ture for the country; that to carry her thither againſt her in- 
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clination, would as effectually rob him of his happineſs and 


_ repoſe, as if he was tranſported to hell; that if he conſented 


to let her ſtay, he needed only compute what it would coſt 
him in equipage, table, clothes and gaming-money to main- 
tain her in London according to her caprices ; and then to 
caſt up how long his fifteen thouſand a year would laſt. 

His couſin had already formed this computation ; but, 
finding his reaſon leſs potent than his love, he remained fixed 
in his reſolution ; and Killegrew, yielding at length to his im- 


portunities, went and offered his couſin, bound hand and foot, 


to the victorious fair. As he dreaded nothing more than a 


compliance on her part, ſo nothing could aſtoniſſi him more 


than the contempt with which ſhe received his propoſal. The 
ſcorn with which ſhe refuſed him, made him believe that ſhe 
was ſure of Lord Taaffe, and wonder how a girl like her could 
find out two men who would venture to marry her. He 
haſtened to relate this refuſal, with all the moſt aggravating 
circumſtances, as the beſt news he could carry to his couſin ; 
but his couſin would not believe him : He ſuppoſed that Kille- 
grew diſguiſed the truth, for the ſame reaſons he had already 
alledged ; and not daring to mention the matter any more to 
him, he reſolved to wait upon her himſelf. He ſummoned 
all his courage for the enterprize, and got his compliment by 
heart; but as ſoon as he had opened his mouth for the pur- 


_-poſe, ſhe told him he might have ſaved himſelf the trouble of 
calling upon her about ſuch a ridiculous affair; that ſhe had 
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already given her anſwer to Killegrew ; and that ſhe neither 
had, nor ever ſhould have, any other to give ; which words ſhe 
accompanied with all the ſeverity with which importunate de- 
mands are uſually refuſed. q 

Hz was more affected than confounded at this repulſe: 
Every thing became odious to him in London, and he himſelf 
more ſo than all the reſt: He therefore left town, without 
taking leave of his couſin, went back to his country ſeat, and 
thinking it would be impoſſible for him to live without the 


inhuman fair, he reſolved to neglect no nn im his 
power to haſten his death. 


BuT whilſt, in order to indulge his forrow, he had 
forſaken all intercourſe with dogs and horſes ; that is to ſay, 
renounced all the delights and endearments of a country ſquire, 
the ſcornful nymph, who was certainly miſtaken m her reckon- 
ing, took the liberty of being brought to-bed in the face of the 
whole court. 755 

Ax adventure ſo public made no ſmall noiſe, as we may 
very well imagine: All the prudes at court at once broke looſe 
upon it; and thoſe principally, whoſe age or perſons ſecured 
them from any ſuch ſcandal, were the moſt inveterate, and 
cried moſt loudly for juſtice. But the governeſs of the maids 
of honor, who might have been called to an account for it, 
affirmed, that it was nothing at all, and that ſhe was poſſeſſed 
of circumſtances which would at once ſilence all cenſorious 
. tongues. She had an audience of the queen, in order to un- 


228 MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 


fold the myſtery ; and related to her majeſty. how every thing 
had paſſed. with her conſent, that is to ſay, upon honorable 
terms.- 5 

Tux queen ſent to enquire of Lord Taaffe, whether he 
acknowledged Miſs Warmeſtre. for his wife : To which he 
moſt reſpectfully returned for - anſwer, that he neither ac- 
knowledged Miſs Warmeſtrẽ nor her child, and that he won- 
dered why ſhe ſhould rather father it upon him than any 
other. The unfortunate Warmeſtrẽ, more enraged at this 
anſwer than at the loſs of ſuch a lover, quitted the court as 
ſoon as ever ſhe was able, with a reſolution of quitting the 
world the firſt opportunity, 

K1LLEGREW, being upon the point of ſetting out upon a 
Journey when this adventure happened, thought he might as 
well call upon his afflicted couſin in his way, to acquaint him 
with the circumſtance; and as ſoon as he ſaw him, without 
paying any attention to the delicacy of his love, or to his 
feelings, he bluntly told him the whole ſtory : nor did he 
omit any colouring that could heighten his indignation, 
in order to make him burſt. with ſhame and reſentment. 

Wx read that the gentle Tiridates quietly expired upon 
the recital of the death of Mariamne; but Killegrew's fond 
couſin, falling devoutly upon his knees, and lifting up. his 
eyes to Heaven, poured forth this exclamation : 

„ PRAlsRED be the Lord for a ſmall misfortune which 
<< perhaps. may prove the comfort of my life! Who knows, 
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© but the beauteous Warmeſtre will now accept of me for. a 
« huſband; and that I may have the happineſs of paſſing the 
% remainder of my days with a woman I adore, and by whom 
© I may expect to have heirs?” . © Certainly,” faid Killegrew, 
more confounded than his coufin ought to have been on 


ſuch an occaſion, © you may depend upon having both: 1 


e make no manner of doubt but ſhe will marry you, as ſoon 
as ever ſhe is recovered from her lying in; and it would be 
great ill-nature in her, who already. knows the way, to let 


e you want children: However, in the mean time, I adviſe you 


<* to take that ſhe has already, till you get more.” 


NoTw1THSTANDING this raillery, all that was ſaid did 
take place, This faithful lover courted her, as. if ſhe had been 


the chaſte Lucretia, or the beauteous Helen: His. paſſion 


even encreaſed after marriage, and the generous fair, firſt out 
of gratitude,. and afterwards through inclination, . never 


brought him a child of which he was not the father; and 


thou gh there have been many a happy couple in England, this 
certainly was the happieſt. | 

 SoMETIME after, Miſs Bellenden, not being terrified by 
this example, had the prudence to quit the court before ſhe 
Was obliged ſo to do: The diſagreeable Bardou followed her 
| ſoon after; but for different reaſons. Every perion was at 
laſt completely tired of her ſaraband, as well as of her face; 
and the king, that he might ſee neither of them any more, 
gave each a ſmall penſion for her ſubſiſtence. There now only 
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remained little Mademoiſelle de la Garde to be provided for : 


Neither her virtues nor her vices were ſufficiently conſpicuous 


to occaſion her being either diſmiſſed from court, or preſſ- 
ed to remain there: God knows what would have become 
of her, if a Mr. Silvius, a man who had nothing of a Roman 
in him except the name, had not taken the poor girl to be his 
wife. | 

Wr have now ſhewn how all theſe damſels deſerved to be 


expelled, either for their irregularities, or for their uglineſs ; 


and yet, thoſe who replaced them found means to make them 
regretted, Miſs Wells only excepted. 
| Suk was a tall girl, exquiſitely ſhaped : She dreſſed very 


genteel, walked like a goddeſs; and yet, her face, though made 


like thoſe that generally pleaſe the moſt, was unfortunately one 
of thoſe that pleaſed the leaſt: nature had ſpread over it a certain 
careleſs indolence that made her look ſheepiſh. This gave but 
a bad opinion of her wit; and her wit had the ill-luck to make 
good that opinion: However, as ſhe was freſh coloured, and 
appeared unexperienced, the king, whom the fair Stewart did 


not render over nice as to the perfections of the mind, reſolved 


to try whether the ſenſes would not fare better with Miſs 
Wells's perſon, than fine ſentiments with her underſtanding : 
Nor was this experiment attended with much difficulty : She 
was of a loyal family ; and her father having faithfully ſerved 
Charles the Firſt, ſhe thought it her duty not to revolt againſt 
Charles the Second. But this connection was not attended 
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with very advantageous circumſtances for herſelf : ſome pre- 
tended that ſhe did not hold out long enough, and that ſhe 
ſurrendered at diſcretion before ſhe was vigorouſly attacked 
and others ſaid, that his majeſty complained of certain other: 
facilities ſtill leſs pleaſing. The Duke of Buckingham made 
a couplet upon this occaſion, wherein che king, ſpeaking to 
Progers, the confidant of his intrigues, puns pou the e dame $ 
Amn to the following purport: e A 
When the king felt the horrible depth of this Wel 
Tell me, Progers, cried Charley, where am 12 ch tell: 
Had I ſought the world's center to find, I had found it, 
But this Well! neer a plummet was made that could ſound it : 


Miss Wells, notwithſtanding this ſpecies of. anagram 
upon her name, and theſe remarks upon her perſon, ſhone 
the brighteſt among her new companioris.. Theſe were Miſs ſal, il toning, dof fol — 
Levingſton, Miſs Fielding, and Miſs Boynton, who little de- 
ſerve to be mentioned in theſe memoirs; therefore we ſhall 
leave them in depart until it ee n to . * 
out of it. 

Tais was the new eſtabliſhment of maids or honor to the 
queen. The Ducheſs of Vork, nearly about the ſame time, 
likewiſe recruited hers; but ſhewed, by a happier and more 
brilliant choice, that England poſſeſſed an inexhauſtible ftock 
of beauties. - But before we begin to ſpeak of them, let us ſee 
who were the firſt maids of honor to her royal highneſs, and 
on what account they were removed. 
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Besives Miſs Blague and Miſs Price, whom we have be- 
fore mentioned, the eſtabliſhment was compoſed of Miſs Bagot 
and Miſs Hobart, the preſident of the community. 

Mrss Blague, who never knew the true reaſon of her quar- 
rel with the Marquis de Briſacier, took it up upon that fatal 
letter ſhe had received from him, wherein, without acquaint- 
ing her that Miſs Price was to wear the ſame ſort of gloves 
and yellow ribband as herſelf, he had only complimented her. 
upon her hair, her fair complexion, and her eyes mar-aſins. 
This word ſhe imagined muſt ſignify ſomething particularly 
wonderful, ſince her eyes were compared to it; and being de- 
firous, ſometime afterwards, to know all the energy of the ex- 
preſſion, ſhe aſked the meaning of the French word marcaſſin. 
As there are no wild boars in England, thoſe to whom ſhe ad- 
dreſſed herſelf, told her that it ſignified a young pig. This 
ſcandalous ſimile confirmed her in the belief ſhe entertained 
of his perfidy. Briſacier, more amazed at her change, than 
ſhe was offended at his ſuppoſed calumny, looked upon her 
as a woman ſtill more capricious than inſignificant, and never 
' troubled himſelf more about her; but Sir —— Yarborough, 
of as fair a complexion as herſelf, made her an offer of mar- 
riage in the height of her reſentment, and was accepted: 
chance made up this match, I ſuppoſe, as an experiment to 
try what ſuch a white-haired union would produce. | 

Miss Price was witty; and as her perſon was not 
very likely to attract many admirers, which however ſhe was 


\ - 
F222 tienes th, rr 
r e EE 


4 


! | ||| 8 6 | | . 
1 « 4 
d 
1 | 
24 
$ 2 } 
2 | 
He 
3 
as 
< 
| — 
A IP * f 


. ³˙¹.—mꝛ ̃ wN ʃ¹d.— ̃ . . 4 7 95 


| . 
SEES 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 233 


reſolved to have, ſhe was far from being coy, when an oc- - 
caſion offered: ſhe did not ſo much as make any terms: She 
was violent in her reſentments, as well as in her attachments, 
which had expoſed her to ſome inconveniences; and ſhe had 
very indiſcreetly quarrelled with a young girl whom Lord 
Rocheſter admired. This connection, which till then had 
been a ſecret, ſhe had the imprudence to publiſh to the whole 
world, and thereby drew upon herſelf the moſt dangerous. 
enemy in the univerſe : Never did any man write with more 
eaſe, humor, ſpirit, and delicacy ; but he was at the ſame time 
the moſt ſevere mi... fs! e f 
j 8 Pook Miſs Price, who had thus we tin 
his reſentment, was daily expoſed in ſome new ſhape :* There 
was every day ſome new ſong or other, the ſubject of which 
was her conduct, and the burden her name. How was it 
poſſible for her to bear up againſt theſe attacks, in a court, 
where every perſon was eager to obtain the moſt in- 
N ſignificant trifle that came from the pen of Lord Rocheſ- 
ö ter? The loſs. of her lover, and the diſcovery that at - | 
| tended it, was only wanting to — the 8 chat 
was raiſed againſt her. 8 5 353 „ 
ABouT this time died Dake a Seilen of merit; 
who was ſucceeded by Durfort, afterwards earl of Feverſham, 
in the poſt of Lieutenant of the duke's life guards : Miſs 
Price having tenderly loved him, his death plunged her into 
a gulph of deſpair ; but the inventory of his effects had al- 
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moſt deprived her of her ſenſes : There was in it a certain 
little box ſealed up on all ſides: it was addreſſed in the de- 
ceaſed's own hand writing to Miſs Price; but inſtead of re- 
ceiving it, ſhe had not even the courage to look upon it. 
The governeſs thought it became her in prudence to receive 
it, on. Miſs Price's refuſal, and her duty to deliver it to. the 
ducheſs herſelf, ſuppoſing it was filled with many curious 


and precious commodities, of which perhaps ſhe might make 


ſome advantage. Though the ducheſs was not altogether of 


the ſame opinion, ſhe had the curiofity to ſee what was con- 
| tained in a box ſealed up in a manner ſo particularly careful, 


and therefore cauſed it to be opened in the preſence of ſome 
ladies, who happened then to be in her cloſet. | 
ALL kinds. of love trinkets were found in it; and all 
theſe favours, it appeared, came from the tender-hearted 
Miſs Price. It was difficult to comprehend how a ſingle perſon 
could have furniſhed ſo great a collection; for, beſides counting 
the pictures, there was hair of all deſcriptions, wrought into 
bracelets, lockets, and into a thouſand other different devices 
wonderful to ſee. After theſe were three or four packets 
of letters of ſo tender a nature, and fo full of raptures 
and languors ſo naturally expreſſed, that the ducheſs 


could not endure the reading of any more than the two 


firſt. 


Her royal highneſs was ſorry that ſhe had cauſed the 
box to be opened in ſuch good company ; for being before 
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ſuch witneſſes, ſhe rightly judged, it was impoſſible to ſtifle 
this adventure; and, at the ſame time, there being no poſlibili- 
ty of retaining any longer ſuch a maid of honor, Miſs Price 


had her valuables reſtored to her, with orders to go and finiſh. 
her lamentations, or to conſole herſelf for the loſs of her lover, 


in ſome other place. 

Miss Hobart's character was at that time as uncommon 
in England, as her perſon was ſingular, in a country where, to 
be young, and not to be in ſome degree handſome, is a re- 
proach: She had a good ſhape, rather a bold air; and a great 
deal of wit, which was well cultivated, without having much 


diſcretion. She was likewiſe poſſeſſed of a great deal of viva- 


city, with an irregular fancy: there was a great deal of fire 
in her eyes, which, however, produced no effect upon the be- 


holders; and ſhe had a tender heart, whoſe ſenſibility ſome * 


tended was alone in favour of the fair ſex. 

Mrss Bagot was the firſt that gained her tenderneſs and 
affection, which ſhe returned at firſt with equal warmth and 
ſincerity; but perceiving that all her friendſhip was in- 


ſufficient to repay that of Miſs Hobart, ſhe yielded the con- 


queſt to the governeſs's niece, who thought herſelf as much 
honored by it, as her aunt thought herſelf * by the care 
ſhe took of the young girl. 

Ir was not long before the report, whether true or falſe, 
of this ſingularity, ſpread through the whole court, where 


people, being yet ſo uncivilized as never to have heard of that 
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kind of refinement in love of ancient Greece, imagined that 
the illuſtrious Hobart, who ſeemed ſo particularly attached 
to the fair ſex, was in reality ſomething more than ſhe appear- 
ed to be. | 

\SATIRICAL ballads ſoon began to compliment her upon 
theſe new attributes; and upon the inſinuations that were 


therein made, her companions began to fear her. The gover- 


neſs,” alarmed at theſe reports, conſulted Lord Rocheſter upon 
the danger to which her niece was expoſed. She could not 
have applied to a fitter perſon : He immediately adviſed her 
to take her niece out of the hands of Miſs Hobart ; and con- 
trived matters ſo well, that ſhe fell into his own. The duch- 
eſs who had too much generoſity not to treat as viſionary what 
was imputed to Miſs Hobart, and too much juſtice to con- 
demn her upon the faith of lampoons, removed her from the 
ſociety of the maids of * to be an attendant upon her 
own perſon. | 

Miss Bagot was the aul one aw was really poſſeſſed of 
virtue and beauty, among theſe maids of honor: She had 
beautiful and regular features, and that ſort of brown com- 


plection, which, when in perfection, is fo particularly faſcina- 


ting, and more eſpecially in England, where it is uncommon. 
There was an involuntary bluſh almoſt continually upon her 
cheek, without having any thing to bluſh for. Lord Fal- 
mouth caſt his eyes upon her : his addreſſes were better re- 
ceived than thoſe of Miſs Hobart, and ſome time after Cupid 
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raiſed her from the poſt of maid of honor to the ducheſs, to a 
rank which might have been envied by all the young ladies in 
England. 

Tur Ducheſs of York, in order to form her new court, 
reſolved to ſee all the young perſons that offered themſelves, 


and without any regard to recommendations, to chuſe none 
but the handſomeſt. 


Ar the head of this new aſſembly appeared Miſs Jen- 
nings and Miſs Temple; and indeed they ſo entirely eclipſed 
the other two, that we ſhall ſpeak of them only. 

Miss Jennings, adorned with all the blooming treaſures 
of youth, had the faireſt and brighteſt complection that ever 
was ſeen: her hair was of a moſt beauteous flaxen-: There 
was ſomething particularly lively and animated in her coun- 
tenance, which preſerved her from that infipidity which is fre- 
quently an attendant on a complection ſo extremely fair. 
Her mouth was not the ſmalleſt, but it was the handſomeſt 
mouth in the world. Nature had endowed her with all thoſe 
charms which cannot be expreſſed, and the graces had given 
the finiſhing ſtroke to them. The turn of her face was ex- 
quiſitely fine, and her ſwelling neck was as fair and as bright 
as her face. In a word, her perſon gave the idea of Aurora, 
or the goddeſs of the ſpring, © ſuch as youthful poets fancy 
« when they love.” But as it would have been unjuſt that a 
ſingle perſon ſhould have engroſſed all the treaſures of beauty 
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without any defect, there was ſomething wanting in her 
hands and arms to render them worthy of the reſt : Her noſe 
was not the moſt elegant, and her eyes gave ſome relief, whilſt 
her mouth and her other charms pierced the heart with a 
thouſand darts. | | | 
Wirz this amiable perſon ſhe was full of wit and ſpright- 
lineſs, and all her actions and motions were unaffected and 
eaſy : Her converſation was bewitching, when ſhe had a mind 
to pleaſe; piercing and delicate when diſpoſed to raillery ; 
but as her imagination was ſubject to flights, and as ſhe be- 
gan to ſpeak frequently before ſhe had done thinking, her ex- 
preſſions did not always convey what ſhe wiſhed ; ſometimes 
exceeding, and at others falling ſhort of her ideas. 

Miss Temple, nearly of the ſame age, was brown com- 
pared with the other : She had a good ſhape, fine teeth, lan- 
guiſhing eyes, a freſh complection, an agreeable ſmile, and a 
lively air. Such was the outward form; but it would be 
difficult to deſcribe the reſt; for ſhe was ſimple and vain, 
credulous and ſuſpicious, coquettiſh and prudent, very ſelf- 
ſufficient, and very filly. 

As ſoon as theſe new ſtars appeared at the ducheſs's 
court, all eyes were fixed upon them, and every one formed 
ſome deſign upon one or other of them, ſome with honorable, 
and others with diſhoneſt intentions. Miſs Jennings ſoon 
diſtinguiſhed herſelf, and left her companions no other ad- 
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mirers but ſuch as remained conſtant from hopes of ſucceſs : 
Her brilliant charms attracted at firſt fight, and the charms of 
her wit ſecured her conqueſts. | 

Tun Duke of York having perſuaded himſelf that ſhe was 
part of his property, reſolved to purſue his claim by the ſame 
title whereby his brother had appropriated to himſelf the favors 
of Miſs Wells; but he did not find her inclined to enter into his 
ſervice, though ſhe had engaged in that of the ducheſs. She 
would not pay any attention to the perpetual ogling with 
which he at firſt attacked her. Her eyes were always wander- 
ing on other objects, when thoſe of his royal highneſs were 
looking for them ; and if by chance he caught any caſual 
glance, ſhe did not even bluſh. This made him reſolve to 
change his manner of attack : ogling having proved ineffec- 
tual, he took an opportunity to ſpeak to her; and this was 
ſtill worſe. I know not in what ſtrain he told his caſe ; but it 
is certain the oratory of the tongue was not more prevailing 
than the eloquence of his eyes. 

Miss Jennings had both virtue and pride, and the pro- 
poſals of the duke were conſiſtent with neither the one nor the 
other. Although from her great vivacity one might ſuppoſe 
that ſhe was not capable of much reflection, yet ſhe had fur- 
niſhed herſelf with ſome very ſalutary maxims for the conduct 
of a young perſon of her age. The firſt was, that a lady 
ought to be young to enter the court with advantage, and not 
old to leave it with a good grace: That ſhe could not main- 
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tain herſelf there, but by a glorious reſiſtance, or by illuſtri- 
ous foibles; and that in ſo dangerous a ſituation, ſhe ought 
to uſe her utmoſt endeavours not to diſpoſe of her heart, until 
ſhe gave her hand. 

ENTERTAINING ſuch ſentiments, ſhe had far leſs trouble 
to reſiſt the duke's temptations, than to diſengage herſelf from 
his perſeverance : She was deaf to all treaties for a ſettlement, 
with which her ambition was ſounded ; and all offers of pre- 
ſents ſucceeded ſtill worſe. What was then to be done to con- 
quer an extravagant virtue that would not hearken to reaſon ? 
He was aſhamed to ſuffer a giddy young girl to eſcape, whoſe 
inclinations ought in ſome manner to correſpond with the vi- 
vacity that ſhone forth in all her actions, and who neverthe- 


leſs thought proper to be ſerious, when no ſuch thing as ſe- 
riouſneſs was required of her. 


ArTtR he had attentively conſidered her obſtinate beha- 
viour, he thought that writing might perhaps ſucceed, though 
ogling, ſpeeches, and embaſſies had failed. Paper receives every 
thing, but it unfortunately happened that ſhe would not re- 
ceive the paper. Every day billets, containing the tendereſt 
expreſſions, and moſt magnificent promiſes, were flipped into 
her pockets, or into her muff : This however could not be 
done unperceived; and the malicious little gipſy took care 
that thoſe who ſaw them ſlip in, ſhould likewiſe ſee them fall 
out, unperuſed and unopened : She only ſhook her muff, or 
pulled out her handkerchief, as ſoon as ever his back was 
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turned, his billets fell about her like hail-ſtones, and whoever 
pleaſed might take them up. The ducheſs was frequently a 
witneſs of this conduct; but could not find in her heart to chide 
her for her want of reſpect to the duke. After this, the charms 
and prudence of Miſs Jennings were the only ſubjects of con- 
verſation in the two courts : The courtiers could not com- 
prehend how a young creature, brought directly from the 
country to court, ſhould ſo ſoon become its ornament by her 
attractions, and its example by her conduct. 


Tur king was of opinion, that thoſe who had attacked her 
had ill concerted their meaſures ; for he thought it unnatural 
that ſhe ſhould neither be tempted by promiſes, nor gained by 
importunity : ſhe, eſpecially, who in all probability had not 
imbibed ſuch severe precepts from the prudence of her mother, 
who had never taſted any thing more delicious than the plums 
and apricots of Saint Albans. Being reſolved to try her him- 
ſelf, he was particularly pleaſed with the great novelty that 
appeared in the turn of her wit, and in the charms of her per- 
ſon ; and curioſity, which at firſt induced him to make the 
trial, was ſoon changed into a deſire of ſucceeding in the ex- 
periment. God knows what might have been the conſequence, 
for he greatly excelled in wit, and beſides he was king: 
two qualities of no ſmall conſideration. The reſolutions 
of the fair Jennings were commendable ' and very judicious ; 
but yet ſhe was wonderfully pleaſed with wit; and royal 

majeſty, proſtrate at the feet of a young perſon, is very per- 
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ſuaſive. Miſs Stewart, however, would not conſent to the 
king's project. „ 6 | 
Sue immediately took the alarm, and deſired his majeſty 
to leave to the duke, his brother, the care of tutoring the 
ducheſs's maids of honor, and only to attend to the manage- 
ment of his own flock, unleſs his majeſty would in return 
allow her to liſten to certain propoſals of a ſettlement which 
ſhe did not think diſadvantageous. This menace being of 
a ſerious nature, the king obeyed ; and Miſs Jennings had all 
the additional honor which aroſe from this adventure : It 
both added to her reputation, and increaſed the number of 
her admirers. Thus ſhe continued to triumph over the liber- 
ties of others, without ever losing her own : Her hour was 
not yet come, but it was not far diſtant; the particulars of 
which we ſhall relate, as soon as we have given ſome account 
of the conduct of her companion. bs 
Troven Miſs Temple's perſon was particularly engaging, 
it was nevertheleſs eclipſed by that of Miſs Jennings ; but 
ſhe was ſtill more excelled by the other's ſuperior mental ac- 
compliſhments. Two perſons, very capable to impart under- 
ſtanding, had the gift been communicable, undertook at the 
ſame time to rob her of the little ſhe really poſſeſſed : theſe 
were Lord Rocheſter and Miſs Hobart : The firſt began to 
miſlead her, by reading to her all his compoſitions, as if ſhe 
alone had been a proper judge of them. He never thought 
proper to flatter her upon her perſonal accompliſhments ; but 
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told her, that if heaven had made him ſuſceptible of the 
impreſſions of beauty, it would not have been poſſible for 
him to have eſcaped her chains; but not being, thank God, 
affected with any thing but wit, he had the happineſs of 
enjoying the moſt agreeable converſation in the world, withou 
running any riſk. After ſo ſincere a confeſſion, he either 
preſented to her a copy of verſes, or a new ſong, in which, who- 
ever dared to come in competition in any reſpe& with Miſs 
Temple, was laid proſtrate before her charms, moſt humbly to 
ſolicit pardon: Such flattering inſinuations ſo m 
turned her head, that it was a pity to ſee her. 

Tu ducheſs took notice of it, and well knowing the 
extent of both their geniuſes, ſhe ſaw the precipice into 
which the poor girl was running head-long without per- 
ceiving it; But as it is no leſs dangerous to forbid a con- 
nection that is not yet thought of, than it is difficult to put 
an end to one that is already well eſtabliſhed, Miſs Hobart 
was charged to take care, with all poſſible diſcretion, that 
theſe frequent and long converſations might not be attended 
with any dangerous conſequences : With pleaſure ſhe accepted 
the commiſſion, and greatly flattered herſelf with ſucceſs. 

SHE had already made all neceſſary advances, to gain 
poſſeſſion of her confidence and friendſhip ; and Miſs Temple, 
leſs ſuſpicious of her than of Lord Rocheſter, made all ima- 
ginable returns. She was greedy of praiſe, and loved all 
manner of ſweet-meats, as much as a child of nine or ten 


— 
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years old: her taſte was gratified in both theſe reſpects. Miſs 
Hobart having the ſuperintendance of the ducheſs's baths, 
her apartment joined them, in which there was a cloſet ſtored 
with all ſorts of ſweet- meats and liqueurs : the cloſet ſuited 
Mifs Temple's taſte, as exactly as it gratified Miſs Hobart's 
inclination, to have ſomething that could allure her. 
SUMMER, being now returned, brought back with it the 
pleaſures and diverſions that are its inſeparable attendants. 


One day when the ladies had been taking the air on horſe- 
back, Miſs Temple, on her return from riding, alighted at 


Miſs Hobart's, in order to recover her fatigue at the expence 
of the ſweet-meats, which ſhe knew were there at her 
ſervice; but before ſhe began, ſhe deſired Miſs Hobart's 
permiſſion to undreſs herſelf, and change her linen in her 
apartment ; which requeſt was immediately complied with : 
J was juſt going to propoſe it to you, ſaid Miſs Hobart, 
* not but that you are as charming as an angel in your 
« riding-habit; but there is nothing ſo comfortable as a 


* Jooſe dreſs, and being at one's eaſe: You cannot imagine, 


* my dear Temple, continued ſhe, embracing her, how much 
you oblige me by this free unceremonious conduct; but 
above all, I am enchanted with your particular attention 
to cleanlineſs : How greatly you differ in this, as in many 
other things, from that filly creature Jennings ! Have you 
* remarked how all our court fops admire her for her brilliant 
«* completion, which perhaps, after all, is not wholly her 
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te own; and for blunders, which are truly original, and 
* which they are ſuch fools as to miſtake for wit: I have 
* not converſed with her long enough to perceive in what 
« her wit conſiſts ; but of this I am certain, that if it is not 


better than her feet, it is no great matter. What ſtories 


© have I heard of her ſluttiſnneſs! No cat ever dreaded 
“water ſo much as ſhe does: Fie upon her! Never to waſh 
e for her own comfort, and only to attend to thoſe parts 


e which muſt neceſſarily be ſeen, ſuch as the neck and 
« the hands.“ 


Mfiss Temple ſwallowed all this with even greater plea- 
fure than the ſweet-meats ; and the officious Hobart, not to 
loſe time, was helping her off with her clothes, while the 
chamber-maid was coming. She made ſome objections to 
this at firſt, being unwilling to occaſion that trouble to a 
perſon, who, like Miſs Hobart, had been advanced to a place 
of dignity ; but ſhe was over-ruled by her, and aſſured, that 
it was with the greateſt pleaſure ſhe ſhewed her that 
ſmall mark of civility. The collation being finiſhed, and 
Miſs Temple undreſſed : © Let us retire, © ſaid Miſs Hobart, 
* to the bathing-cloſet, where we may enjoy a little con- 
« yerſation, ſecure from any impertinent viſit.” Miſs 
Temple conſented, and both of them fitting down on a 


couch: © You are too young, my dear Temple, faid 


« ſhe, to know the baſeneſs of men in general, and too 
e ſhort a time acquainted with the court, to know the cha- 
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' « rater of its inhabitants, 1 will give you a ſhort. ſketch 


te of the principal perſons to the | beſt of my knowledge, 
« without injury to any one; for I abominate the trade of 
“ ſcandal. n 1 2d to 20d 21 +3) 
ex the firſt place then, you ought to ſet it down as an 
te undoubted fact, that all courtiers are deficient, either in 
te honeſty, good ſenſe, judgment, wit, or ſincerity ; that is 
te to ſay, if any of them by chance poſſeſs ſome one of theſe. 
e qualities, you may depend upon it he is defective in the 
e reſt: Sumptuouſneſs in their equipages, deep play, a great 
* opinion of their own merit, and contempt of that of others, 
e are their chief characteriſtics. 

e InTEREST or pleaſure are the motives of all their 
* actions: Thoſe who are led by the firſt, would fell God 
« Almighty, as Judas ſold his Maſter, and that for leſs money. 
« I could relate you a thouſand noble. inſtances of this, if 1 
* had time. As for the ſectaries of pleaſure, or thoſe who 
<« pretend to be ſuch, for they are not all ſo bad as they 
* endeavour to make themſelves. appear, theſe gentlemen pay 
no manner of regard, either to promiſes, oaths, law, or 
< religion ; that is to ſay, they are literally no reſpecters of 
“ perſons ; they care neither for God nor man, if they can 
but gain their ends. They look upon maids of honor, 
© only as amuſements placed expreſsly at court for their 
entertainment; and the more merit any one has, the more 
e ſhe is expoſed to their impertinence, if ſhe gives any ear 
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* to them; and to their malicious calumnies, when ſhe ceaſes 
* to attend to them. As for huſbands, this is not the place 
to find them; for unleſs money or caprice make up the 
* match, there is but little hopes of being married: virtue 
e and beauty in this reſpect here are equally uſeleſs. Lady 
* Falmouth is the only inſtance of a maid of honor well 
e married without a portion; and if you were to aſk her poor 
e weak huſband for what reaſon he married her, I am per- 
te ſuaded that he can aſſign none, unleſs it be her great red 
te ears, and broad feet. As for the pale lady Yarborough, 
© who appeared ſo proud of her match, ſhe is wife, to be ſure, 
* of a great country bumpkin, who, the very week after 
e their marriage, bid her take her farewell of the town 
«© for ever, in conſequence of five or ſix thouſand pounds a 
« year he enjoys on the borders of Cornwall. Alas ! poor Miſs 
« Blague ! I ſaw her go away about this time twelvemonth, 
te in a coach with four ſuch lean horſes, that I cannot believe 
ce ſhe is yet half way to her miſerable little caſtle. What can 
« be the matter! all the girls seem afflicted with the rage 
« of wedlock, and however ſmall their portion of charms 
« may be, they think it only neceſſary to ſhew themſelves 
« at court, in order to pick and chuſe their men: But was 
« this in reality the caſe, the being a wife is the moſt 
tc wretched condition imaginable for a perſon of nice ſenti- 
© ments. Believe me, my dear Temple, the pleaſures of 


© matrimony are ſo inconſiderable, in compariſon with its 
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e inconveniences, that I cannot imagine how any reaſonable 
te ereature can reſolve upon it: Rather fly, therefore, from 


 **:;this irkſome engagement than court it. "Jealouſy, formerly 
e a ſtranger to theſe happy iſſes, is now coming into faſhion, 
<xwith many recent examples of which you are acquainted. 


% However brilliant the phantom may appear, ſuffer not 
«yourſelf to be caught by its ſplendor, and never be fo weak 
be ag to transform your ſlave into your tyrant : as long as you 


** preſerve. your own liberty, you will be miſtreſs of that of 


*others; I will relate to you a very recent proof of the 
c perfidy. of man to our ſex, and of the impunity they 


experience in all attempts upon our innocence, The earl 
of Oxford fell in love with a handſome, graceful actreſs, 
belonging to the duke's theatre, who performed to per- 


*©-feftion, particularly the part of Roxana, in a very faſhion- 
td able new play, inſomuch that ſhe ever after retained that 


name: This creature being both very virtuous, and very 
e modeſt, or if you pleaſe, wonderfully obſtinate, proudly 
« rejected the addreſſes and preſents: of the Earl of Oxford. 
This reſiſtance inflamed his paſſion: he had recourſe to 


c 1nvectives; and even to ſpells; but all in vain. This diſap- 
* pointment had ſuch effect upon him, that he could neither 
* eat nor drink: this did not ſignify to him; but his paſſion 
at length became ſo violent, that he could neither play nor 
Xe. ſmoke. In this extremity, love had recourſe to Hymen : 
“The Earl of Oxford, one of the firſt peers of the realm, 
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* 1s, you know, a very handſome man: he is of the 
order of the garter, which greatly adds to an air naturally 
« noble. In ſhort, from his outward appearance, you would 
1 ſuppoſe he was really poſſeſſed of ſome ſenſe; but as ſoon 
as ever you hear him ſpeak, you are perfectly convinced 
6 of the contrary. This paſſionate lover preſented her with 
« a promiſe of marriage, in due form, ſigned with his own 


* hand: She would not, however, rely upon this, but the 


e next day ſhe thought there could be no danger, when the 
« earl himſelf came to her lodgings attended by a clergy- 
«© man, and another man for a witneſs: The marriage was 
« accordingly ſolemnized with all due ceremonies, . in the 
6 preſence of one of her fellow-players, who attended as a 
© witneſs on her part. You will ſuppoſe, perhaps, that the 


new counteſs had nothing to do but to appear at court 


« according to her rank, and to diſplay the earl's arms upon 
« her carriage. This was far from being the caſe. When 
« examination was made concerning the marriage, it was 
found to be a mere deception : it appeared, that the pre- 
te tended prieſt was one of my lord's trumpeters, and the 
ce witneſs his kettle drummer. The parſon and his companion 
<« never appeared after the ceremony was over, and as for the 
© other witneſs, they endeavoured to perſuade her, that the Sul- 
« tana Roxana might have ſuppoſed, in ſome part or other of a 
« play, that ſhe was really married. It was all to no purpoſe, 
« that the poor creature claimed the protection of the laws of 
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God and man, both which were violated and abuſed, as 
« well as herſelf, by this infamous impoſition: In vain did 
te ſhe throw herſelf at the King's feet to demand juſtice : ſhe 
had only to riſe up again without redreſs ; and happy might 


| 1 N e ſhe think herſelf to receive an annuity: of one thouſand 


* crowns; and to reſume the name of Roxana, inſtead of 
#© Counteſs of Oxford. You will ſay, perhaps, that ſhe was 
«© only a player; that all men have not the ſame ſentiments 
« as the carl; and, that one may at leaſt believe them, 
<- when they do but render juſtice to ſuch merit as yours. 

„But ſtill do not believe them, though I know you are 
4% liable to it, as you have admirers; for all are not infa- 
4 tuated with Miſs Jennings: The handſome Sidney ogles 
<© you; lord Rocheſter is delighted with your converſation; 
% and the moſt ſerious Sir L yttleton forſakes his 
< natural gravity in favor of your charms. As for the 
« firſt, I confeſs his figure 1s very likely to engage the incli- 

| 4 nations of a young perſon like yourſelf; but were his out- 
ward form attended with other accompliſhments, which I 
know it is not, and that his ſentiments in your favor were 
« as real as he endeavours to perſuade you they are, and as 
* you deſerve, yet I would not adviſe you to form any con- 
<« nections with him, for reaſons which I cannot tell you at 
<< preſent. | . 


Lyttleton 1s undoubtedly in earneſt, fince 
* he appears aſhamed of the condition to which you have 
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&* reduced him; and I really believe, if he could get the better 
of thoſe vulgar chimerical apprehenſions, of being what is 
“ yulgarly called a cuckold, the good man would marry you, 
. * and you would be his repreſentative in his little government, 
e where you might merrily paſs your days in caſting up the 
„ weekly bills of houſe-keeping, and in darning old napkins. 
« What a glory would it be to have a Cato for a huſband, 
* whoſe ſpeeches are as many lectures, and whoſe lectures are 
« compoſed of nothing but ill-nature and cenſure ! 
« LoRD Rocheſter is, without contradiction, the moſt . 
% witty man in all England; but then he is ikewiſe the moſt 
cc unprincipled, and devoid even of the leaft tincture of 
“ honor: he is dangerous to our ſex alone; and that to ſuch 
*« a degree, that there is not a woman who gives ear to him 
« three times, but ſhe irretrievably loſes her reputation. No 
% woman can eſcape him, for he has her in his writings, 
e though his other attacks be ineffectual ; and in the age we 
« live in, the one is as bad as the other, in the eye of the public: 
© Tn the mean time nothing is more dangerous than the art- 
e ful infinuating manner with which he gains poſſeſſion of 
the mind: he applauds your taſte, ſubmits to your ſenti- 
« ments, and at the very inſtant that he himſelf does not be- 
te lieve a fingle word of what he is ſaying, he makes you be- 
e lieve it all. I dare lay a wager, that from the converſation 
« you have had with him, you thought him one of the moſt 
& honorable and ſincereſt men living: for my part, I cannot 
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<* 1magine what he means by the aſſiduity he pays you: Not 
* but your accompliſhments are ſufficient to excite the adora- 
< tion and praiſe of the whole world; but had he even been 
« ſo fortunate as to have gained your affetions, he would not 
* know what to do with the lovelieſt creature at court: for 
ec it is a long time ſince his debauches have brought him to 
order, with the aſſiſtance of the favors of all the com- 
* mon ſtreet-walkers. See, then, my dear Temple, what 
* horrid malice poſſeſſes him, to the ruin and confuſion of 
* innocence! A wretch | to have no other deſign in his ad- 
< dreſſes and aſſiduit ies to Miſs Temple, but to give a greater 
air of probability to the calumnies with which he has load- 
* ed her. You look upon me with aſtoniſhment, and ſeem to 
doubt the truth of what I advance; but I do not deſire you 
<* to believe me without evidence: Here, ſaid ſhe, drawing 
“a paper out of her pocket, ſee what a copy of verſes he has 
* made in your praiſe, while he lulls your credulity to reſt, by 
<« flattering ſpeeches, and feigned reſpect.” 
AFTER ſaying this, the perfidious Hobart thaw her half 
a dozen couplets full of ſtrained invective and ſcandal, which 
Rocheſter had made againſt the former maids of honor. 
This ſevere and cutting lampoon was principally levelled 
againſt Miſs Price, whoſe perſon he took to pieces in the moſt 
frightful and hideous manner imaginable. Miſs Hobart had 


ſabſtituted the name of Temple inſtead of Price, which ſhe made 


to agree, both with the meaſure and tune of the ſong. This 
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effectually anſwered Hobart's intentions: The credulous Tem- 
ple no ſooner heard her ſing the lampoon, but ſhe firmly 
believed it to be made upon herſelf; and in the firſt tranſports 
.of her rage, having nothing ſo much at heart as to give the | 
lie to the fictions of the poet: Ah! as for this, my dear 
«© Hobart, ſaid ſhe, I can bear it no longer: I do not pretend 
e to be ſo handſome as ſome others; but as for the defects that 
<« villain charges me with, I dare ſay, my dear Hobart, there 
«© js no woman more free from them: We are alone, and I am 
* almoſt inclined to convince you by ocular demonſtration.” 
Miſs Hobart was too complaiſant to oppoſe this motion; but, 
although ſhe ſoothed her mind, by extolling all her beauties, 
in oppoſition to lord Rocheſter's ſong, Miſs Temple was: 
almoſt driven to diſtraction by rage and aſtoniſhment, that 
the firſt man ſhe ever attended to, ſhould, in his converſation 
with her, not even make uſe of a ſingle word of truth, but 
that he ſhould likewiſe have the unparalleled cruelty, falſely 
to accuſe her of defects; and not being able to find words 
capable of expreſſing her anger and reſentment, ſhe began to 
weep like a child. 
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Miss Hobart uſed all her endeavours to comfort her, 

and chid her for being ſo much hurt with the invectives of a 
perſon, whoſe ſcandalous impoſtures were too well known to 

make any impreſſion: ſhe however adviſed her never to ſpeak 

to him any more, for that was the only method to diſappoint 

his deſigns ; that contempt and ſilence were, on ſuch occaſions, 


254 MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT, 


much preferable to any explanation, and that if he could 
once obtain a hearing, he would be juſtified, but ſhe would 
be ruined. 

Miss Hobart was not wrong in giving her this counſel; 
She knew that an explanation would betray her, and that 
there would be no quarter for her, if lord Rocheſter had ſo 
fair an opportunity of renewing his former panegyrics upon 
her; but her precaution was in vain: this converſation had 
been heard from one end to the other, by the governeſs's 
niece, who was bleſſed with a moſt faithful memory; and, 
having that very day an appointment with lord Rocheſter, 
ſhe conned it over three or four times, that ſhe might not 
forget one ſingle word, when ſhe ſhould have the honor of 
relating it to her lover. We ſhall ſhew in the next chapter, 
what were the conſequences reſulting from it. 
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CHAPTER X. 


TRE converſation before related was agreeable only to 


Miſs Hobart; for, if Miſs Temple was entertained with its 


commencement, ſhe was ſo much the more irritated by its 
concluſion : This indignation was ſucceeded by the curioſity 
of knowing the reaſon why, if Sidney had a real eſteem for 
her, ſhe ſhould not be allowed to pay ſome attention to him. 
The tender-hearted Hobart, unable to refuſe her any requeſt, 
promiſed her this piece of confidence, as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be 
ſecure of her conduct towards lord Rocheſter: for this ſhe 
only deſired a trial of her ſincerity for three days, after 
which, ſhe aſſured her, ſhe would acquaint her with every 
thing ſhe wiſhed to know. Miſs Temple proteſted ſhe no 
longer regarded lord Rocheſter but as a monſter of perfi- 
diouſneſs, and vowed, by all that was facred, that ſhe would 
never liſten to him, much leſs ſpeak to him, as long as ſhe 
lived. 


out of the bath, where, during all this converſation, ſhe had 
been, almoſt periſhed with cold, without daring to complain. 
This little gypſey had, it ſeems, obtained leave of Miſs 
Hobart's woman to bathe herſelf, unknown to her miſtreſs; 
and having, I know not how, found means to fill one 


of the baths with cold water, Miſs Sarah had juſt got into it, 
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when they were both alarmed with the arrival of the other 
two, A glaſs partition encloſed the room where the baths 
were, and Indian filk curtains, which drew on the inſide, 
ſcreened thoſe that were bathing. Miſs Hobart's chamber- 
maid had only juſt time to draw theſe curtains, that the girl 
might not be ſeen to lock the partition door, and to take 
away the key, before her miſtreſs and Miſs Temple came in. 
TnEsE two fat down on a couch placed along the par- 

tition, and Miſs Sarah, notwithſtanding her alarms, had 
diſtinctly heard, and perfectly retained the whole conver- 
ſation. As the little girl was at all this trouble to make her- 
ſelf clean, only on lord Rocheſter's account, as ſoon as ever 
ſhe could make her eſcape, ſhe regained her garret ; where 
Rocheſter, having repaired thither at the appointed hour, 
was fully informed of all that had paſſed in the bathing-room. 
He was aſtoniſhed at the audacious temerity of Hobart, in 
daring to put ſuch a trick upon him; but, though he rightly 
judged that love and jealouſy were the real motives, he would 
not excuſe her. Little Sarah deſired to know, whether he had a 
real affection for Miſs Temple, as Miſs Hobart faid ſhe ſup- 
poſed that was the caſe. © Can you doubt it, replied he, 
« ſince that oracle of ſincerity has affirmed it? But then you 
« know that I am not now capable of profiting by my per- 
e fidy, were I even to gain Miſs Temple's compliance, ſince 


my debauches, and the ſtreet-walkers, have brought me to 
te order.” | 
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This anſwer made Miſs Sarah very eaſy, for ſhe con- 
cluded that the firſt article was not true, fince ſhe knew 
from experience that the latter was falſe. Lord Rocheſter 

was reſolved that very evening to attend the ducheſs's court, 
to ſee what reception he would meet with after the fine por- 
trait Miſs Hobart had been ſo kind as to draw of him. Miſs 
Temple did not fail to be there likewiſe, with the intention of 
looking on him with the moſt contemptuous diſdain poſſible, 
though ſhe had taken care to dreſs herſelf as well as ſhe could. 
As ſhe ſuppoſed that the lampoon Miſs Hobart had ſang to 
her was in every body's poſſeſſion, ſhe was under great em- 
barraſſment leſt all thoſe whom ſhe met ſhould think her ſ ach 
a monſter as lord Rocheſter had deſcribed her. In the mean 
time, Miſs Hobart, who had not much confidence in her 
promiſes never more to ſpeak to him, narrowly watched her. 
Miſs Temple never in her life appeared ſo handſome: Every 
perſon complimented her upon it; but ſhe received all theſe 1 
civilities with ſuch an air, that every one thought ſhe was | i | 
mad; for when they commended her ſhape, her freſh com- 
plexion, and the brilliancy of her eyes: Pſhaw, ſaid ſhe, 
ec it is very well known that I am but a monſter, and formed 
ce in no reſpect like other women: all is not gold that gliſters ; 
« and though I may receive ſome compliments in public, it 
ee ſignifies nothing.“ All Miſs Hobart's endeavours to ſtop 
her tongue were ineffectual; and, continuing to rail at her- 
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ſelf ironically, the whole court was puzzled to comprehend 
her meaning. 72 | 

When lord Rocheſter came in, ſhe firſt bluſhed, then 
turned pale, made a motion to go towards him, drew back 
again, pulled her gloves one after the other up to the elbow; 
and after having three times - violently flirted her fan, ſhe 
waited until he paid his compliments to her as uſual, and as 
ſoon as he began to bow, the fair one immediately turned her 
back upon him. Rocheſter only ſmiled, and being reſolved 
that her reſentment ſhould be ſtill more remarked, he turned 
round, and poſting himſelf face to face: Madam, ſaid he, 
e nothing can be ſo glorious as to look ſo charming as you 
& do, after ſuch a fatiguing day: to ſupport a ride of three 
« long hours, and Miſs Hobart afterwards, without being 
ce tired, ſhews indeed a very ſtrong conſtitution.” 

Miſs Temple had naturally a tender look, but ſhe was 
tranſported with ſuch a violent paſſion at his having the 
audacity' to ſpeak to her, that her eyes appeared like two 
fire-balls when ſhe turned them upon him. Hobart pinched 
her arm, as ſhe perceived that this look was likely to be 
followed by a torrent of reproaches and invectives. 

Lord Rocheſter did not wait for them, and delaying 
until another opportunity the acknowledgements he owed 
Miſs Hobart, he quietly retired. The latter, who could not 
imagine that he knew any thing of their converſation at the 
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bath, was, however, much alarmed at what he had ſaid; but 
Miſs Temple, almoſt choaked with the reproaches with which 
ſhe thought herſelf able to confound him, and which ſhe had 
not had time to give vent to, vowed to eaſe her mind of them 
upon the firſt opportunity, notwithſtanding the promiſe ſhe 
had made; but never more to ſpeak to him afterwards. 

Loxp Rocheſter had a faithful ſpy near theſe nymphs: 
This was Miſs Sarah, who, by his advice, and with her aunt's 
conſent, was reconciled with Miſs Hobart, the more effec- 
tually to betray - her: He was informed by this ſpy, that 
Miſs Hobart's maid, being ſuſpected of having liſtened to 
them in the cloſet, had been turned away; that ſhe had taken 
another, whom, in all probability, ſhe would not keep long, 
becauſe, in the firſt place, ſhe was ugly, and, in the ſecond, 
ſhe eat the ſweetmeats that were prepared for Miſs Temple. 
Although this intelligence was not very material, Sarah was 
nevertheleſs praiſed for her punctuality and attention; and 


a few days afterwards, ſhe brought him news of real im- 


portance. 


Rocks TER was by her informed, that Miſs Hobart and 
her new favourite deſigned, about nine o'clock in the evening, 
to walk in the Mall, in the Park; that they were to change 
clothes with each other, to put on ſcarfs, and wear black 
. maſks: She added, that Miſs Hobart had ſtrongly oppoſed: 
this project, but that ſhe was obliged to give way at laſt, Miſs. 
Temple having eſolved to indulge her fancy. , 
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Uron the ſtrength of this intelligence, Rocheſter con- 


ceerted his meaſures: he went to Killegrew, complained to him 
of dhe trick which Miſs Hobart had: played him, and deſired 


DE Kis alſiſtance in order to be revenged: This Was readily 
8 granted, and having acquainted him with the meaſures he 
intended to purſue, and: given him the IE he was: to act in 
| this adventure, they went to the Mall. l 
*'PreSENTLY after appeared our two ee in maſque- 
| os Their ſhapes were not very different, and their faces, 
FD which were very Unlike each other, were- concealed: with their 
maſks: = The company was but thin in the park; and as ſoon 
as Mifs Temple perceived them at a diſtance, ſhe quickened 
her pace in order: to join them, with the deſign, under her 
diſguiſe, ſeverely: to. reprimand the perfidious Rocheſter; 
when” Miſs Hobart ſtopping her: Where are you running 
e : to? Said ſhe; have you a mind to engage in converſation 
« With theſe two devils, to be expoſed to all the inſolence 
and impertinence for which they are ſo notorious?” Theſe 
remonſtrances were entirely uſeleſs: Miſs T emple was re- 
folved to try the experiment; and all that could be obtained 
from her, was, not to anſwer * of the * Ro- 
checder might ask her. e STR Ser £1 
Tuxx were accoſted juſt as tay had done ſpeaking: 
Rocheſter fixed upon Hobart, pretending to take her for the 
other; at Which ſhe was overjoyed; but Miſs Temple was ex- 
tremely ſorry ſhe fell. to Killegrew's ſhare, with whom ſhe 


> 


o 
F 
* 8 
g r 1 8 
. 
2 2 
3 1 n 
; CN ot BEID 
A * Shs 
I ; * 
* 2 K J 
= SU 
vl *. 
ET 
P . 2 -* 
5 7 
i 
KY 
a : 
$ 
1 
20 ip 
a 
* 
11 
20 
— 
4* 
ce 
»+ 
£6 
: 
77 
| 4 
£4 
= 
. 
N 2 ; 
x" be APLI 
þ Ee OR 5 
e : . 


7 


THOMAS Kinl.L1GREW, 
: Doi the Original un the Pofoofevon 4 Meſa £444 gen. 


* 
- 
a 1 RG = Ro 
a l * 9 * LAT 8 1 2 = 4 ur - 
5 . n Ee = \ E —— 
{< AK _ = "nn 
\ TC SL 


— 4 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 261 


had nothing to do: He perceived her uneaſineſs, and, pre- 
tending to know her by her clothes: Ah! Miſs Hobart, 
e {aid he, be ſo kind as look this way if you pleaſe: I know 
not by what chance you both came hither, but I am ſure it 
« is very apropos for you, fince I have ſomething to ſay to 
<« you, as your friend and humble ſervant.” 

Trrs beginning raiſing her curioſity, Miſs Temple ap- 
peared more inclined to attend to him; and Killegrew per- 
ceiving that the other couple had inſenſibly proceeded ſome 
diſtance from them: * In the name of God, ſaid he, what 
te do you mean by railing ſo againſt lord Rocheſter, whom you 
“ know to be one of the moſt honourable men at court, and 
© whom you nevertheleſs deſcribed-as the greateſt villain, to the 
« perſon whom of all others he eſteems and reſpects the moſt? 
ce What do you think would become of you, if he knew that 
ce you made Miſs Temple believe ſhe is the perſon alluded to 
« in a certain ſong, which you know as well as myſelf was 
“ made upon the clumſy Miſs Price, above a year before the 
« fair Temple was heard of? Be not ſurprized that I know 
* ſo much of the matter; but pay a little attention, I pray 
cc you, to what I am now going to tell you out of pure 
« friendſhip: Your paſſion and inclinations for Miſs Tem- 
< ple are known to every one but herſelf, for whatever me- 
© thods you uſed to impoſe upon her innocence, the world 
ce does her the juſtice to believe that ſhe would treat you as 
* lady Falmouth did, if the poor girl knew the wicked de- 
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e ſigns you had upon her: I caution you, therefore, againſt 
making any farther advances, to a perſon, too modeſt to 
ee liſten to them: I adviſe you likewiſe to take back your 
* maid again, in order to filence her ſcandalous tongue ; 
* for ſhe ſays every where, that ſhe is with child, that you 
e are the occaſion of her being in that condition, and accuſes 
you of behaving towards her with the blackeſt ingratitude, 
upon trifling ſuſpicions only : You know very well, theſe are 
no ſtories of my own invention; but that you may not enter- 
tain any manner of doubt, that I had all this from her own 
mouth, ſhe has told me your converſation in the bathing- 
room, the characters you there drew of the principal men 
at court, your artful malice in applying ſo improperly a 
ſcandalous ſon g to one of the lovelieſt women in all Eng- 
land; and in what manner the innocent girl fell into the 
© ſnare you had laid for her, in order to do juſtice to her 
« charms. But that which might be of the moſt fatal con- 
* ſequences to you in that long converſation, is the revealing 
* certain ſecrets, which, in all probability, the ducheſs did 
* not intruſt you with, to be imparted to the maids of 
* honor: Reflect upon this, and neglect not to make ſome 
“ reparation to Si Lyttleton, for the ridicule with 
which you were pleaſed to load him. I know not whether 
he had his information from your femme-de-chambre, but 
« Iam very certain that he has ſworn he will be revenged, 
e and he is a man that keeps his word; for after all, that 
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you may not be deceived by his look, like that of a Stoic, 
“and his gravity, like that of a judge, I muſt acquaint you, 
*© that he is the moſt paſſionate man living. Indeed, theſe in- 
<« vectives are of the blackeſt and moſt horrible nature: He 
« ſays it is moſt infamous, that a wretch like yourſelf ſhould 
find no other employment than to blacken the characters 
« of gentlemen, to gratify your jealouſy; that if you do not 
« deſiſt from ſuch conduct for the future, he will immediately 
* complain of you; and that if her royal highneſs will not 
« do him juſtice, he is determined to do himſelf juſtice, and 
eto run you through the body with his own ſword, though 
ce you were even in the arms of Miſs Temple; and that it is 
«© moſt ſcandalous that all the maids of honor ſhould get in- 
to your hands before they can look around them. 

«© THESE things, madam, I thought it my duty to ac- 
<« quaint you with: You are better able to judge than my- 
« ſelf, whether what I have now advanced be true, and I 
< leave it to your own diſcretion to make what uſe you think 
<« proper of my advice; but were I in your ſituation, I would 
<« endeavour to reconcile lord Rocheſter and Miſs Temple. 
“ Once more I recommend to you to take care that your en- 
« deavours to miſlead her innocency, in order to blaſt his 
* honor, may not come to his knowledge; and do not eſtrange 
from her a man who tenderly loves her, and whoſe probity 
<« is ſo great, that he would not even ſuffer his eyes to wander 
towards her, if his intention was not to make her his wife.“ 
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Miss Temple obſerved her promiſe moſt faithfully during 
this diſcourſe : ſhe did not even utter a ſingle ſyllable, being 


ſeized with ſuch aſtoniſhment and confuſion, that ſhe quite 


loſt the uſe of her tongue. 

Miss Hobart and lord Rocheſter came up to her, while 
ſhe was ſtill in amazement at the wonderful diſcoveries ſhe 
had made; things in themſelves, 3 in her opinion, almoſt incre- 
dible, but to the truth of which ſhe could not refuſe her 
aſſent, upon examining the evidences and circumſtances on 
which they were founded. Never was confuſion equal to 
that with which her whole frame was ſeized by the fore- 
going recital. | 

RochrsrzR and Killegrew took leave of them "AY ſhe 
recovered from her ſurprize; but as ſoon as ſhe had regained 
the free uſe of her ſenſes, ſhe haſtened back to Saint James's, 
without anſwering a ſingle queſtion that the other put to her; 
and having locked herſelf up in her chamber, the firſt thing ſhe 
did, was immediately to ſtrip off Miſs Hobart's clothes, leſt 
ſhe ſhould be contaminated by them ; for after what ſhe had 


been told concerning her, ſhe looked upon her as a monſter, 


dreadful to the innocence of the fair ſex, of whatever ſex ſhe 
might be: ſhe bluſhed at the familiarities ſhe had been drawn 
into with a creature, whoſe maid was with child, though ſhe 
never had been in any other ſervice but her's : She therefore 
returned her all her clothes, ordered her ſervant to bring back 


all her own, and reſolved never more to have any connection 


; 
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with her. Miſs Hobart, on the other hand, who ſuppoſed 
Killegrew had miſtaken Miſs Temple for herſelf, could not 
comprehend what could induce her to give herſelf ſuch ſur- 
prizing airs, ſince that converſation; but being deſirous to 
come to an explanation, ſhe ordered Miſs Temple's maid to 
remain in her apartments, and went to call upon Miſs Tem- 
ple herſelf, inſtead of ſending back her clothes; and being 
deſirous to give her ſome proof of friendſhip before they 
entered upon expoſtulations, ſhe ſlipt ſoftly into her chamber, 
when ſhe was in the very act of changing her linen, and 
embraced her. Miſs Tem ple finding herſelf in her arms 
before ſhe had taken notice of her, every thing that Killegrew 
had mentioned, appeared to her imagination : She fancied 
that ſhe ſaw in her looks the eagerneſs of a ſatyr, or, if poſſi- 
ble, of ſome monſter ſtill more odious; and diſengaging her- 
ſelf with the higheſt indignation from her arms, ſhe began 
to ſhriek and cry in the moſt terrible manner, calling both 
heaven and earth to her aſliſtance. | 
Tux firſt whom her cries raiſed were the governeſs and 

her niece. It was near twelve o'clock at night: Miſs Temple 
in her ſhift, almoſt frightened to death, was puſhing back 
with horror Miſs Hobart, who approached her with no other 
intent than to know the occaſion of thoſe tranſports. As 
soon as the governeſs ſaw this ſcene, ſhe began to lecture Miſs 
Hobart with all the eloquence of a real duenna: ſhe de- 
manded of her, whether ſhe thought it was for her that 
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her royal highneſs kept the maids of honour? whether ſhe 
was not aſhamed to come at ſuch an unſeaſonable time of 
night into their very apartments to commit ſuch violences? 
and ſwore that ſhe would, the very next day, complain to 
the ducheſs. All this confirmed Miſs Temple in her miſta- 
ken notions; and Hobart was obliged to go away at laſt, 
without being able to convince or bring to reaſon creatures, 
whom ſhe believed to be either diſtracted or mad. The next 
day Miſs Sarah did not fail to relate this adventure to her 
lover, telling him how Miſs Temple's cries had alarmed the 
maids of honor's apartment, and how herſelf and her aunt, 
running to her aſſiſtance, had almoſt ſurpriſed Miſs Hobart 
in the very act. 

Two days after, the whole adventure, with the addition 
of ſeveral embelliſhments, was made public: The governeſs 
ſwore to the truth of it, and related in every company what 
a narrow eſcape Miſs Temple had experienced, and that Miſs 
Sarah, her niece, had preſerved her honor, becauſe, by Lord 
Rocheſter's excellent advice, ſhe had forbidden her all manner 
of connection with ſo dangerous a perſon. Miſs Temple was 
afterwards informed, that the ſong that had fo greatly pro- 
voked her, alluded to Miſs Price only: This was confirmed 
to her by every perſon, with additional execrations againſt 
Miſs Hobart, for ſuch a ſcandalous impoſition. Such great 
coldneſs after ſo much familiarity, made many believe, that 
this adventure was not altogether a fiction. 
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THis had been ſufficient to have diſgraced Miſs Hobart at 
court, and to have totally ruined her reputation in London, 
had ſhe not been, upon the preſent, as well as upon a former 
occaſion, ſupported by the ducheſs : Her royal highneſs pre- 
tended to treat the whole ſtory as romantic and viſionary, or 
as ſolely ariſing from private pique : She chid Miſs Temple, 
for her impertinent credulity ; turned away the governeſs and 
her niece, for the lies with which ſhe pretended they ſup- 
ported the impoſture; and did many improper things in order 
to re=eſtabliſh Miſs Hobart's honor, which, however, ſhe 
failed in accompliſhing. She had her reaſons for not entirely 
abandoning her, as will appear in the ſequel. 

Miss Temple, who continually reproached herſelf with 
injuſtice, with reſpect to lord Rocheſter, and who, upon the 
faith of Killegrew's word, thought him the moſt honourable 
man in England, was only ſolicitous to find out ſome oppor- 
tunity of eaſing her mind, by making him ſome reparation 
for the rigour with which ſhe had treated him : Theſe fa- 
vourable diſpoſitions, in the hands of a man of his character, 
might have led to conſequences of which ſhe was not aware; 
but heaven did not allow him an opportunity of profiting by 
them. | 4 LS | 

Evex ſince he had firſt appeared at court, he ſeldom 
failed being baniſhed from it, at leaſt once in the year; for, 
whenever a word preſented itſelf to his pen, or to his tongue, 
he immediately committed it to paper, or produced it in con- 


263 MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 


verſation, without any manner of regard to the conſequences : 
The miniſters, the miſtreſſes, and even the king himſelf, 
were frequently the ſubjects of his ſarcaſms; and had not the 
prince, whom he thus treated, been poſſeſſed of one of the 
moſt forgiving and gentle tempers, his firſt diſgrace had cer- 
tainly been his laſt, 4 | 

Jus at the time that Miſs Temple was deſirous of ſeeing 
him, in order to apologize for the uneaſineſs which the in- 
famous calumnies and black aſperſions of Miſs Hobart had 
occaſioned both of them, he was forbid the court for the 
third time: He departed without having ſeen Miſs Temple, 
carried the diſgraced governeſs down with him to his country 
ſeat, and exerted all his endeavours to cultivate, in her niece, 
ſome diſpoſitions which ſhe had for the ſtage; but though ſhe 
did not make the ſame improvement in this line, as ſhe had 
by his other inſtructions, after he had entertained both the 
niece and the aunt for ſome months in the country, he got 
her entered in the king's company of comedians the next 
winter; and the public was obliged to him for the prettieſt, 
but, at the ſame time, the worſt actreſs in the kingdom. 
Azour this time Talbot returned from Ireland: He 
ſoon felt the abſence of Miſs Hamilton, who was then in the 
country with a relation, whom we ſhall mention hereafter. 


A remnant of his former tenderneſs ſtill ſubſiſted in his heart, 


notwithſtanding his abſence, and the promiſes he had given 
the Chevalier de Grammont at parting: He now therefore 
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endeavoured to baniſh her enti rely from his thoughts, by fixing 
his deſires upon ſome other object; but he ſaw no one in the 
queen's new court whom he thought worthy of his attention: 
Miſs Boynton, however, thought him worthy of her's. Her 
| Perſon was ſlender and delicate, to which a good complexion, 
and large motionleſs eyes, gave at a diſtance an appearance of 
beauty, that vaniſhed upon nearer inſpection: She affected 
to liſp, to languiſh, and to have two or three fainting fits a 
day. The firſt time that Talbot caſt his eyes upon her, ſhe 
was ſeized with one of theſe fits: He was told that ſhe ſwoon- 
ed away upon his account: he believed it, was eager to afford 
her aſſiſtance; and ever after that accident, ſhewed her ſome 
kindneſs, more with the intention of ſaving her life, than to 
expreſs any affection he felt for her. This ſeeming tenderneſs 
was well received, and at firſt ſhe was viſibly affected by it. 
Talbot was one of the talleſt men in England, and in all ap- 
pearance one of the moſt robuſt ; yet ſhe ſhewed ſufficiently, 
that ſhe was willing to expoſe the delicacy of her conſtitution, 
to whatever might happen, in order to become his' wife ; 
which event perhaps might then have taken place, as it did 
afterwards, had not the charms of the fair nn at that 
time, proved an obſtacle to her wiſhes. | 
I xxow not how it came to paſs that he had not yet ſeen 
her; though he had heard her much praiſed, and her prudence, 
wit, and vivacity, equally commended : He believed all this 
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upon the faith of common report. He thought it very ſingu- 
lar that diſcretion and ſprightlineſs ſhould be ſo intimately 
united in a perſon ſo young, more particularly in the midſt of 
a court, where love and gallantry were ſo much in faſhion ; 
but he found her perſonal accompliſhments greatly to exceed 
whatever fame had reported of them. | 

As it was not long before he perceived he was in love, 
neither was it long before he made a declaration of it: As 
his paſſion was likely enough to be real, Miſs Jennings 
thought ſhe might believe him, without expoſing herſelf 
to the imputation of vanity. Talbot was poſſeſſed of a fine 
and brilliant exterior, his manners were noble and majeſtic : 
beſides this he was particularly diſtinguiſhed by the favor 
and friendſhip of the duke; but his moſt eſſential merit, with 
her, was his forty thouſand pounds a year, landed property, 
beſides - his employments. All theſe qualities came within 
the rules and maxims ſhe had reſolved to follow with reſpect 
to lovers: Thus, though he had not the fatisfa&tion to obtain 
from her an entire declaration of her ſentiments, he had at 
leaſt the pleaſure of being better received than thoſe who had 
paid their addreſſes to her before him. 

No perſon attempted to interrupt his happineſs; and 
_ Miſs Jennings perceiving that the ducheſs approved of Talbot's 
pretenſions, and after having well weighed the matter, and 
conſulted her own inclinations, found that her reaſon was 
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more favourable to him, than her heart, and that the moſt 
ſhe could do for his ſatisfaction was to marry. him woe 
reluctance. - - 7. 14979 2914 499 5 

TarzOr, too fortunate in a preference which no 
man had before experienced, did not examine whether it 
was to her heart, or to her head, that he was indebted for 
it, and his thoughts were ſolely occupied in haſtening the 
accompliſhment of his wiſhes: One would have ſworn that 
the happy minute was at hand; but love would no longer be 
love, if he did not delight in obſtructing, or in overturning, 
the happineſs of thoſe who live under his dominion. 

Targor, who found nothing reprehenfible either in the 

perſon, in the converſation, or in the reputation of Miſs Jen- 
nings, was however rather concerned at a new acquaintance 


ſhe had lately formed; and having taken upon him to give 


her ſome cautions upon this * ſhe was much ü e N 
at his conduct. TEN 
Miss Price, formerly maid of twins, that had been Kt 


aſide, as we have before mentioned, upon her leaving the 


ducheſs's ſervice, had recourſe to lady Caſtlemaine's protection: 


She had a very entertaining wit: her complaiſance was 


adapted to all humours, and her own humour was poſſeſſed 
of a fund of gaiety and ſprightlineſs, which diffuſed univerſal 
mirth and merriment wherever ſhe came. Her acquaint- 
ance wa Miſs 8 was prior to Talbot's. 
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As ſhe was thoroughly acquainted with all the intrigues 
of the court, ſhe related them without any manner of re- 
ſerve to Miſs Jennings, and her own with the ſame frank- 


neſs as the others: Miſs Jennings was extremely well pleaſed 


with her ſtories; for though ſhe was determined to make no 
experiment in love, but upon honourable terms, ſhe however 
was deſirous of knowing, from her recitals, all the different in- 
trigues that were carrying on: thus, as ſhe was never wearied 
with her converſation, ſhe was overjoyed whenever ſhe could 
ſee her. ig 5 
TarBOr, who remarked the extreme reliſh ſhe had for 
Miſs Price's company, thought that the reputation ſuch a 


woman had in the world might prove injurious to his miſtreſs, 


more eſpecially from the particular intimacy there ſeemed to 
exiſt between them: Whereupon, in the tone of a guardian, 
rather than a lover, he took upon him to chide her for the 


diſreputable company ſhe kept. Miſs Jennings was haughty 


beyond conception, when once ſhe took it into her head; and 
as ſhe liked Miſs Price's converſation much better than Tal- 


ot's, ſhe took the liberty of deſiring him, © to attend to his 


* own affairs, and that if he only came from Ireland, to read 
« lectures about her conduct, he might take the trouble to go 
* back as ſoon as he pleaſed.” He was offended at a fally 
which he thought ill- timed, conſidering the fituation of af- 
fairs between them; and went out of her preſence more 
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abruptly than became the reſpect due from a man greatly in 
love. He for ſome time appeared offended ; but perceiving 
that he gained nothing by ſuch conduct, he grew weary of 
acting that part, and aſſumed that of an humble lover, in 
which he was equally; unſucceſsful: Neither his repentanee 


nor ſubmiſſions could produce any effect upon her, and the 


mutinous little 5p; was ſtill in * noun when as myn re- 
turned to court. boys | | 1 55 

Ir was above a year de he! had tin onthe 
weakneſs of lady Caſtlemaine, and above two ſince the king 
had been weary of his triumphs: His uncle, being one of the 
firſt who perceived the king's diſguſt, obliged him to abſent 
himſelf from court, at the very time that orders were going 
to be iſſued for that purpoſe; for though the king's affections 
for lady Caſtlemaine were now greatly diminiſhed,: yet he did 
not think it conſiſtent with his dignity, that a miſtreſs, whom 
he had honoured with public diſtinction, and who ſtill receiv- 
ed a conſiderable ſupport from him, ſhould appear chained to 
the car of the moſt ridiculous conqueror that ever exiſted. His 
majeſty had frequently expoſtulated with the counteſs upon 
this ſubject; but his expoſtulations were never attended to: It 
was in one of theſe differences, that he, adviſing her rather to 
beſtow her favours upon Jacob Hall, the rope-dancer, who 
was able to return them, than laviſh away her money upon 
Jermyn to no purpoſe, ſince it would be more honourable for 
her to paſs for the miſtreſs of the firſt, than for the very hum- 
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ble ſervant of the other, ſhe was not proof againſt his raillery. 
The impetuoſity of her temper broke forth like lightning: 
She told him; © That it very ill became him to throw out 
* ſuch reproaches againſt one, who, of all the women in 
England, deſerved them the leaſt; that he had never ceaſed 
« quarrelling thus unjuſtly with her, ever ſince he had betray- 
« ed his own mean low inclinations ; that to gratify ſuch a 
depraved taſte as his, he wanted only ſuch filly things as 
* Stewart, Wells, and that pitiful ſtrolling actreſs, whom he 
had lately introduced into their ſociety.” Floods of tears, 
from rage, generally attended theſe ſtorms; after which, re- 

fuming the part of Medea, the ſcene cloſed with menaces of 
tearing her children in pieces, and ſetting his palace on fire. 
What courſe could he purſue with ſuch an outrageous fury, 
who, beautiful as ſhe was, reſembled Medea leſs than her 

dragons, when ſhe was thus enraged ! | 
Tux indulgent monarch loved peace; and as he ſeldom 
contended for it, on theſe occaſions, without paying ſomething 
to obtain it, he was obliged to be at great expence, in order 
to reconcile this laſt rupture: As they could not agree of 
- themſelves, and both parties equally complained, the Cheva- 
her de Grammont was choſen, by mutual conſent, mediator of 
the treaty. The grievances and. pretenfions on each fide were 
communicated to him, and what is very extraordinary, he ma- 
naged ſo as to pleaſe them both. Here follow the articles of 
peace, which they agreed to: 5 
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«< THar lady Caſtlemaine ſhould for ever abandon Jer- 
<< myn; that as a proof of her fincerity, and the reality of 
© his diſgrace, ſhe ſhould conſent to his being ſent, for ſome 


e time, into the country; that ſhe ſhould not rail any mere 


e againſt Miſs Wells, nor ſtorm any more againiſt Miſs Stewart; ; 


% and this without any reſtraint on the king's behaviour to 


<« wards her: That in conſideration of theſe: condeſcenſions; 


0 his majeſty ſnould immediately give her the title of ducheſs; | 
with all the honours and privileges thereunto belonging; 5 
and an addition to her e in order to e her to - 
* ſupport the dignity.” „ 


As ſoon as this peace i Was Pesckezs g Fg political 


critics, who, in all nations never fail to cenſure+ all ſtate 


proceedings, pretended: that the mediator of this treaty, being 


every day at play with lady Caſtlemaine, and never loſing, 
had, for his on —_ 8 a little too frronghy' _— Mk | 
left article. "D 


— 


Some days alter PR: Sa Aichels of | 


and little Jermyn repaired to his countrytſeat: However, it | 
was in his power to have returned in a. fortnight; for the 
Chevalier de Grammont, having procured the king's per- 


miſſion, carried it to the earl of Saint Alban's:: This revived 


the good old man; but it was to little purpoſe he tranſmitted 


it to his nephew; for whether he wiſhed to make the Lon- 
don beauties deplore and lament his abſence, or whether he 
wiſhed them to declaim againſt the injuſtice of the age, or 


6 
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rail againſt the tyranny of the prince, he continued above 


half a year in the country, ſetting up for a little philoſopher, 
under the eyes of the ſportſmen in the neighbourhood, who 
regarded him as an extraordinary inſtance of the caprice of 
fortune. He thought the part he acted fo glorious, that he 


would have continued there much longer had he not heard of 


Miſs Jennings: He did not however pay much attention to 
what his friends writ to him concerning her charms, being 
perſuaded he had ſeen equally as great in others : What was 
related to him of her pride and reſiſtance, appeared to him of 
far greater conſequence; and to ſubdue the laſt, he even looked 
upon as an action worthy of his proweſs; and quitting his 
retreat for this purpoſe, he arrived in London at the time that 
Talbot, who was really in love, had quarrelled, in his opinion, 


ſo unjuſtly with Miſs Jennings. 


Sun had heard Jermyn ſpoken of, as a hero in affairs of 


love and gallantry. Miſs Price, in the recital of thoſe of the 


ducheſs of Cleveland, had often mentioned him, without in any 
reſpect diminiſhing the inſignificancy with which fame in- 
finuated he had conducted himſelf in thoſe amorous encoun- 
ters: She nevertheleſs had the greateſt curioſity to ſee a 
man, whoſe entire perſon, ſhe thought, muſt be a moving 
trophy, and monument of the favors and freedoms of the 
fair ſex, | 

Tnus Jermyn arrived at the right time to ſatisfy her 
curioſity by his preſence; and though his brilliancy appeared 
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a little tarniſhed, by his reſidence in the country ; though his 
head was larger, and his legs more ſlender than uſual, yet the 

_ giddy girl thought ſhe had never ſeen any man ſo perfect; and 
yielding to her deſtiny, ſhe fell in love with him, a thouſand 
times more unaccountably than all the others had done before 
her. Every body remarked this change of condutt in her 
with ſurprize; for they expected ſomething more from the 
delicacy of a perſon, who, till this time, had behaved with ſo. 
much propriety in all her actions. 

Irn was not in the leaſt ſurprized at this conqueſt, 
though not a little proud of it; for his heart had very ſoon 
as great a ſhare in it as his vanity. Talbot, who ſaw with 
amazement the rapidity of this triumph, and the diſgrace of 
his own defeat, was ready to die with jealouſy and ſpite ; yet 
he thought it would be more to his credit to die, than to vent 
thoſe paſſions unprofitably ; and ſhielding himſelf under a 
feigned indifference; he kept at a diſtance to view how far 
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15 ſuch an extravagant prepoſſeſſion would proceed. 


- In the mean time, Jermyn quietly enjoyed the happineſs 
of ſeeing the inclinations of the prettieſt and moſt extraordi- 
nary creature in England declared in his favor. The ducheſs, 
who had taken her under her protection, ever ſince ſhe had 
declined placing herſelf under that of the duke, ſounded Jer- 
myn's intentions towards her, and was ſatisfied with the aſſu- 
| rances ſhe received from a man, whoſe probity infinitely ex- 
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ceeded his merit in love: He therefore let all the court ſee 
that he was willing to marry her, though, at the ſame time, he 
did not appear particularly deſirous of haſtening the conſum- 
mation. Every perſon. -How complimented Miſs Jennings 
upon having reduced” to this ſituation the terror of huſbands, 
and the plague of lovers: The court was in full expectation 


of this miracle, and Miſs Jennings of a near approaching 


happy ſettlement; but in this world one muſt have fortune in 
one's favor, * one can een win W ** hap- 
. D * 1 
Tur king did not uſe to 1150 Jord Rocheſter remain ſo 
ung in exile: He grew weary of it, -and being diſpleaſed that 
he was forgotten, he poſted up to London to wait till it might 
e pleaſure to recall him. 

Hr firſt took up his habitation in the city, among the 
eh tradeſmen and rich merchants, where politeneſs indeed 
is not ſo much cultivated as at court; but where pleaſure, 
luxury, and abundance, reign with leſs confuſion, and more 
ſincerity. His firſt deſign was only to be initiated into the 
_ myſteries of thoſe fortunate and happy inhabitants; that is to 


ſay, by changing his name and dreſs, to gain admittance 


to their feaſts and entertainments; and, as occaſion offered, to 
thoſe of their loving ſpouſes: As he was able to adapt himſelf to 
all capacities and humours, he ſoon deeply inſinuated himſelf 
into the eſteem of the ſubſtantial wealthy aldermen, and into 
the affections of their more delicate, magnificent, and tender la- 


n 
SY 2 
| ; OF [ 2 
r 9 
, | : 
4 . > 108 FE ; * 8 
* 0 1 0 * 
> T1 = —_ 
15 1 * 8 
| * WP) 
8 ' f 
2 
— 
= 


= —— = | 
/ +. 7 = 
5 
4 
— | 
JOHN, EAR wy | 
L 
= or ROCHEST 
5 ER 
rom _ Za, Leby wi lhe Collection : 
_— Bund d. Karl of Zak, ala 
h N22 


; : | on A ona PS 


7 


ann AT... 


— 2 ä —7 


4 
* 
8 
5 
2 
n q 
$f 
8 
KY 
SET 
8 
2 
5 
Ts . 
2h 
TIS'Y : 
I) 
8 
ENT 
1. 4 
E 
GE 
5 
N 
N 
1 
$i 
2 
+" 
3 
Is; 
1 
"4 
P10 
Fact 
Her... 
bw 4 
1 E 1 
L 1 
8 
N 
3 
1 
7 
5 
3 
OY 
© 7 
SIS 
2 
Z 
I } 
5 
ES; 
9 
7 
3 
N 
Fol be 
HALF 
Te: 
Sp 14 
= 
Fg, 
Agee > 
2 
Det 
WP 
FN 
3 2 
RI 
e, 
8 
ps 
28 
8 
9 5 
5 
785 
3s 
3 
. 
{315 
E 
JH 
7 
7 
ey 1 
8 
's 
N. 
* 
PE: 
> 
IS 
n 
n 
by, 
of 
e 
* 2 1 
TO 
e. 
2 
5 3 
= 
9 
IL 
SP 
Foote 
Leh 
. 
9 6 
Ty 
ery 
; 7 
5 d 
RR 
; 
Fo 


5 


12 S A 25 
J 


FR, 


nat Lab 
* — a 2 * 
F e 
1 
+ 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 279 


dies: He made one in all their feaſts, and at all their aſſembles; 
and, whilſt in the company of the huſbands he declaimed againſt 
the faults and miſtakes of government, he joined their wives in 
railing againſt the profligacy of the court ladies, and in in- 
veighing againſt the king's miſtreſſes : He agreed with them, 
that the induſtrious poor were to pay for theſe curſed extra- 
vagances; that the city beauties were not inferior to thoſe of 


the other end of the town, and yet a ſober huſband in this 


quarter of the town, was ſatisfied with one wife; after which, 


to out- do their murmurings, he ſaid, that he wondered Whate- 


hall was not yet conſumed by fire from heaven, ſince ſuch 
rakes as Rocheſter, Killegrew, and Sidney, were ſuffered there, 
who had the impudence to aſſert, that all the married men 
in the city were cuckolds, and all their wives painted. This 


conduct endeared him ſo much to the cits, and made him ſo 
welcome at their clubs, that at laſt he grew fick of their cram- 


ming and endleſs invitations. 
Bur inſtead of approaching nearer the court, he retreated. 


into one of the moſt obſcure corners of the city; where, again. 


changing both his name and his dreſs, in order to act a new 
part, he cauſed bills to be diſperſed, giving notice, of “The 
« recent arrival of a famous German doctor, who, by 
e long application and experience, had found out wonderful 


« ſecrets, and infallible remedies.” His ſecrets conſiſted in 


knowing what was paſt, and foretelling what was to come, 
by the aſſiſtance of aſtrology: And the virtue of his remedies 


* 
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principally conſiſted in giving preſent relief to unfortunate 
young women in all manner of diſeaſes, and all kinds of acci- 
dents incident to the fair ſex, either from too unbounded 
charity to their neighbours, or too great indulgence to them- 
ſelves. 5 5 
His firſt practice, being confined to his neighbourhood, 
was not very conſiderable; but his reputation ſoon extending 


to the other end of the town, there preſently flocked to him the 


women attending on the court, next the chamber-maids of 
ladies of quality, who, upon the wonders they related con- 
cerning the German doctor, were ſoon followed by ſome of 
their miſtreſſes. | 

Among all the compoſitions of the ludicrous and ſaty- 
rical kind, there never exiſted any that could be compared 
to thoſe of lord Rocheſter, either for humour, fire, or wit; 
but, of all his works, the moſt ingenious and entertaining 
is that which contains a detail of the intrigues and ad- 
ventures in which he was engaged, while he profeſſed medi- 
cine and aſtrology in the ſuburbs of London. 


The fair Jennings was very near getting a place .in this 


collection; but the adventure that prevented her from it, did 


not, however, conceal from the public her intention of paying 
a viſit to the German doctor. 

THe . firſt chamber-maids that conſulted him were 
only thoſe of the maids of honor; who had numberleſs 
queſtions to aſk, and not a few doubts to be reſolyed, 
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both upon their own and their miſtreſſes accounts. Notwith- 


ſtanding their diſguiſe, - he recogniſed ſome of them, parti- 
cularly Miſs Temple's and Miſs Price's maids, and her whom 
Miſs Hobart had lately diſcarded : Theſe creatures all returned 
either filled with wonder and amazement, or petrified with ter- 
ror and fear. Miſs Temple's chamber-maid depoſed, that 
he aſſured her, ſhe would have the ſmall-pox, and her 
miſtreſs the great, within two months at fartheſt, if her 
aforeſaid miſtreſs did not guard againſt a man in woman's 
clothes. Miſs Price's woman affirmed, that, without know- 


ing her, and only looking in her hand, he told her at firſt 


ſight, that, according to the courſe of the ſtars, he perceived 


that ſhe was in the ſervice of ſome good-natured lady, who 
had no other fault than loving wine and men. In ſhort, 
every one of them, ſtruck with ſome particular circumſtance 
relating to their own private affairs, had either alarmed or 
diverted their miſtreſſes with the account, not failing, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, to embelliſh the truth, in order to enhance the 
wonder. | | 
Miſs Price, relating theſe circumſtances one day to her 
new friend, the devil immediately tempted her to go in 
perſon, and ſee what fort of a creature this new magician 
was. This enterprize was certainly very raſh; but nothing 
was too raſh for Miſs Jennings, who was of opinion that 
a woman might deſpiſe appearances, provided. ſhe was in 
reality virtuous. Miſs Price was all compliance, and thus 
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having fixed upon this glorious reſolution, they only thought 
of the proper means of putting it into execution. 
lt was very difficult for Miſs Jennings to diſguiſe herſelf, 
on account of her exceſſive fair and bright complexion, and 
of ſomething particular in her air and manner: However, 
after having well conſidered the matter, the beſt diſguiſe they 
could think of, was to dreſs ' themſelves like orange girls. 
This was no ſooner: reſolved upon, but it was put in execu- 
tion: They attired themſelves alike, and, taking each a 
baſket of oranges under their arms, they embarked in a 
hackney coach, and committed them ſelves to fortune, without 
28 other eſcort than their own caprice and indiſcretion. 
The ducheſs wWas gone to the play with her ſiſter: Miſs 
| 1 had excuſed herſelf under pretence of indiſpoſition: 
She was overjoyed at the happy commencement of their adven- 
venture; for they had diſguiſed themſelves, had croſſed the 
park, and taken their hackney coach at Whitehall gate, 
without the leaſt accident, - They mutually congratulated 
each other upon it, and Miſs Price, taking a beginning fo 
proſperous, as a good omen of their ſucceſs, aſked her 
companion what they were to * at the e e s, and 
what they ſhould propoſe to him. 92 
Mis Jennings told her, that; for her part, curioſity- was 
her principal inducement for going thither; that, however, 
ſhe was reſolved to aſk him, without naming any perſon, why 
a man, who was. in love with a handſome young lady, was 
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not urgent to marry her, ſince this was in his power to do, 
and by ſo doing, he would have an opportunity of gratifying 
his deſires. Miſs Price told her ſmiling, that, without going 
to the aſtrologer, nothing was more eaſy than to explain the 
enigma, as ſhe herſelf had almoſt given her a ſolution of it, 
in the narrative of the ducheſs of Cleveland's adventures. 
Having by this time nearly arrived at the playhouſe, 
Miſs Price, after a moment's reflection, ſaid; that ſince for- 
tune favoured them, a fair opportunity was now offered to 
ſignalize their courage, which was to go and ſell oranges in 
the very play-houſe, in the ſight of the ducheſs and the whole 
court. The propoſal being worthy of the ſentiments of the 
one, and of the vivacity of the other, they immediately 
alighted, paid off their hack, and, running through the midſt 
of an immenſe number of coaches, with great difficulty they 
reached the play-houſe door. Sidney, more handſome than 
the beautiful Adonis, and dreſſed more gay than uſual, 
alighted juſt then from his coach: Miſs Price went boldly 
up to him, as he was adjuſting his curls; but he was too 
much occupied with his own dear ſelf, to attend to any thing 
elſe, and ſo paſſed on without deigning to give her an anſwer. 
Killegrew came next, and the fair Jennings, partly encouraged 
by the other's pertneſs, advanced towards him, and offered 
him her baſket, whilſt Price, more uſed to the language, 
deſired him to buy her fine oranges. .** Not now, faid he, 
looking at them with attention; but if thou wilt to-morrow 
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ce morning bring this young girl to my lodgings, I will make 
te jt worth all the oranges in London to thee :” And while 
he thus ſpoke to the one, he chucked the other under the 
chin, examining her boſom. Theſe familiarities making 
little Jennings forget the part ſhe was acting, after having 
puſhed him away with all the violence ſhe was. able, ſhe 
told him with indignation, that it was very inſolent to 
. « Ha! ha! ſaid he, here's a rarity indeed! a 
e young W.. .., who, the better to ſell her goods, ſets up for 
<« virtue and pretends innocence!” 

Price immediately perceived that nothing could be 
gained by continuing any .longer in ſo dangerous a place; 
and, taking her companion under the arm, ſhe dragged her 
away, while ſhe was ſtill in emotion at the inſult that had 
been offered to her. | 

Miss Jennings, reſolving to ſell no more oranges on theſe 
terms, was tempted to return, without accompliſhing the 
other adventure; but Price having repreſented to her the diſ- 
grace of ſuch cowardly behaviour, more particularly after 
having before manifeſted ſo much reſolution, ſhe con- 
| ſented to go and pay the aſtrologer a ſhort viſit, ſo as 

they might be enabled to regain the palace before the play was 
ended, 9898 

Tv had one of the doctor's bills for a direction, but | 
there was no occaſion for it; for the driver of the coach they 
had taken, told them he knew very well the place they 


= 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 285 


wanted, for he had already carried above an hundred perſons 
to the German doctor's: They were within half a ſtreet of 
his houſe, when fortune thou ght . to play them a 
trick. | 
BROUNKER had dined by chance with a merchant in 
that part of the city, and juſt as he was going away, they 
ordered their coach to ſtop, as ill-luck would have it, juſt 
oppoſite to him: Two orange girls in a hackcey coach, one 
of whom appeared to have a very pretty face, immediately 
drew his attention; beſides, he had a natural curioſity for. 
ſuch objects. | 
Or all the men at court, he had the leaſt regard for 2 
fair-ſex, and the leaſt attention to their reputation: He 
was not young, nor was his perſon agreeable; however, 
with a great deal of wit, he had a violent paſſion for women. 
He did himſelf juſtice reſpecting his own merit; and, being 
perſuaded that he could only ſucceed with thoſe who were 


deſirous of having his money, he was at open war with all 
the reſt, He had a little country-houſe four or five miles 


from London always well ſtocked with girls: In other re- 
ſpects he was a very honeſt man, and the beſt e in 
England. 

PRIcR, alarmed at being thus n N by the moſt 
dangerous enemy they could encounter, turned her head the 


other way, bid her companion do the ſame, and told the 
coachman to drive on. Brounker followed them unperceived 
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on foot; and the coach having ſtopped twenty or thirty yards 
farther up the ſtreet, they alighted. He was juſt behind them, 
and formed the ſame judgment of them, which a man much 
more charitable to the ſex muſt unavoidably have done, con- 


cluding that Miſs Jennings was a young courteſan upon the 


look out, and that Miſs Price was the mother-abbeſs. He 


was, however, ſurpriſed to ſee them have much better ſhoes 
and ſtockings, than women of that rank generally wear, and 
that the little orange girl, in getting out of a very high coach, 
ſhewed one of the handſomeſt legs he had ever ſeen; but 
as all this was no obſtruction to his deſigns, he reſolved to 
purchaſe her at any rate, in order to place her in his 
ſeraglio. 1 abt 1 
Hz came up to them, as they were giving their baſkets 
in guard to the coachman, with orders to wait for them 
exactly in that place. Brounker immediately puſhed in be- 
tween them: as ſoon as they ſaw him, they gave themſelves 
up for loſt; but he, without taking the leaſt notice of their 
ſurprize, took Price aſide with one hand, and his purſe with 
the other, and began immediately to enter upon buſineſs, but 
was aſtoniſhed to perceive that ſhe turned away her face, 
without either anſwering or looking at him: As this conduct 
appeared to him unnatural, he ſtared her full in the face, 
notwithſtanding all her endeavours to prevent him: He did 
the ſame to the other; and immediately recogniſed them, but 


determined to conceal his diſcovery. 
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Tre old fox poſſeſſed a wonderful command of temper 
on ſuch occaſions, and having teazed them a little longer, to 
remove all ſuſpicions he quitted them, telling Price; That 
e the was a great fool to refuſe his offers, and that her gurl 
would not, perhaps, get ſo much in a year, as ſhe might 
with him in one day; that the times were greatly changed, 
< ſince the queen's and the ducheſs's maids of honour fore- 
« ſtalled the market, and were to be had cheaper than the 
e town ladies.” Upon this he went back to his coach, whalſt 
they bleſſed themſelves, returning heaven their moſt hearty 


thanks for having eſcaped this danger without being diſ- 


covered. 


 BrRoUNKER, on the other hand, would not have taken 
a thouſand guineas for this rencounter: he bleſſed the Lord 
that he had not alarmed them to ſuch a degree as to fruſtrate 
their intention; for he made- no doubt but Miſs Price had 
managed ſome intrigue for Miſs Jennings: He, therefore, 
immediately concluded, that at preſent it would be improper 


to make known his diſcovery, which would have anſwered 
no other end but to have overwhelmed them with con- 
fuſion. | 


Upon this account, although Jermyn was one of his 
beſt friends, he felt a ſecret joy in not having prevented his 
being made a cuckold, before his marriage; and the appre- 


henſion he was in of preſerving him from that accident, was 
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his ſole reaſon for quitting them with the precautions afore- 
mentioned. | | 

Wurst they were under theſe alarms, their coachman 
was engaged in a ſquabble with ſome blackguard boys, who 
had gathered round his coach in order to ſteal the oranges : 
From words, they came to blows : 'The two nymphs ſaw the 
commencement of the fray as they were returning to the 
coach, after having abandoned the deſign of going to the 
fortune-teller's. Their coachman being a man of ſpirit, it 
was with great difficulty they could perſuade him to leave 
their oranges to the mob, that they might get off without 
any farther diſturbance: Having thus regained their hack, 
after a thouſand frights, and after having received an abun- 
dant ſhare of the moſt low and infamous abuſe applied to 
them during the fracas, they at length reached St. James's, 
vowing never more to go after fortune-tellers, through ſo 
many dangers, terrors, and alarms, as they had lately under- 
gone. | | 

BROUNKER, Who from the indifferent opinion he enter- 
tained of the virtue of the fair-ſex, would have ſtaked his life 
that Miſs Jennings did not return from this expedition in the 
ſame condition ſhe went, kept his thoughts, however, a pro- 
found ſecret; ſince it would have afforded him the higheſt ſa- 
tisfaction to have ſeen the all-fortunate Jermyn marry a 
little ſtreet-walker, who pretended to paſs for a pattern of 
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chaſtity, that he might the day after his marriage con- 
gratulate him upon his virtuous ſpouſe ; but heaven was not 
diſpoſed to afford him that ſatisfaction, as will appear in the 
ſequel of theſe memoirs. 

Miss Hamilton was in the country, as we before men- 
tioned, at a relation's: The Chevalier de Grammont bore this 
ſhort abſence of her's with great uneaſineſs, ſince ſhe would 
not allow him permiſſion to viſit her there, upon any pretence 
whatever; but play, which was favourable to him, was no ſmall 
relief to his extreme impatience. 

Miss Hamilton, however, at laſt returned. Mrs. Weten- 
hall (for that was the name of her relation) would by all 
means wait upon her to London, in appearance out of polite- 
neſs; for ceremony, carried beyond all bearing, is the grand 
characteriſtic of country gentry: Yet this mark of civility 
was only a pretence, to obtain a peeviſh huſband's conſent to 
his wife's journey to town. Perhaps he would have done 
himſelf the honor of conducting Miſs Hamilton up to London, 
had he not been employed in writing ſome remarks upon the 


eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, a work in which he had long been en- 


gaged: The ladies were more civil than to interrupt him in 


his undertaking, and beſides it would 3 have diſcon- 


certed all Mrs. Wetenhall's ſchemes. 

Tris lady was what may be properly called a han; 
entirely Engliſh, made up of lilies and roſes, of ſnow and 
milk, as to colour; and of wax, with  reſpe& to the arms, 
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hands, neck, and feet; but all this without either animation 
or air: Her face was uncommonly pretty; but there 
was no variety, no change of countenance in it: One would 
have thought, ſhe took it in the morning out of a caſe, in 
order to put it up again at night, without uſing it in the 
ſmalleſt degree in the day-time. What can I ſay of her! 
nature had formed her a baby from her infancy, and a baby 
remained till death the fair Mrs. Wetenhall. Her huſband 
had been deſtined for the church; but his elder brother dying 
juſt at the time he had gone through his ſtudies of divinity, 
inſtead of taking orders, he came to England, and took to 
wife Miſs Bedingfield, the lady of whom we are now ſpeaking. 
His perſon was not diſagreeable, but he had a ſerious - 
contemplative air, very apt to occaſion diſguſt: As for the 
reſt, ſhe might boaſt of having one of the greateſt theolo- 
gifts in the kingdom for her huſband: He was all day 
poring over his books, and went to bed ſoon, in order to riſe 
early; ſo that his wife found him ſnoring when ſhe came to 
bed, and when he aroſe he left her there ſound aſleep : His 
converſation at table would have been very briſk, if Mrs. 
Wetenhall had been as great a proficient in divinity, or as 
great a lover of controverſy, as he was; but being neither 
learned in the former, nor deſirous of the latter, ſilence reign- 
ed at their table, as abſolutely as at a refectory. 


SHE had often expreſſed a great deſire to ſee London; 
but though they were only diſtant a very ſhort day's journey 
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from it, ſhe had never been able to ſatisfy her curioſity: it 
was not therefore without reaſon, that ſhe grew weary of the 
life ſhe was' forced to lead at Peckham. The melancholy re- 
tired ſituation of the place was to her inſupportable; and as 
ſhe had the folly, incident to many other women, . of believ- 
ing ſterility to be a kind of reproach, ſhe was very much hurt 
to ſee that ſhe might fall under that ſuſpicion; for ſhe was per- 
ſuaded, that although heaven had denied her children, ſhe never- 
theleſs had all the neceſſary requiſites on her part, if it had been 
the will of the Lord. This had occaſioned her to make ſome re- 
flections, and then to reaſon upon thoſe reflections ; as for in- 
ſtance, that ſince her huſband choſe rather to devote himſelf to 
his ſtudies, than to the duties of matrimany, to turn over muſty 
old books, rather than attend to the attractions of beauty, 
and to gratify his own pleaſures, rather than thoſe of his wife, 
it might be permitted her to relieve ſome neceſſitous lover, 
in neighbourly charity, provided ſhe could do it conſcien- 
ciouſly, and to direct her inclinations in ſo juſt a manner, 


that the evil ſpirit ſhould have no concern in it. Mr. Weten- 


hall, a zealous partiſan for the doctrine of the caſuiſts, would 
not perhaps have approved of theſe deciſions; but he was not 
conſulted. TE. 

Tun greateſt misfortune was, that neither ſolitary Peck- 
ham, nor its ſterile neighbourhood, preſented any expedients, 
either for the execution of the afore-mentioned deſign, or for 
the relief of poor Mrs. Wetenhall: She was viſibly pining 
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away, when through fear of dying either with ſolitude or 
of want, ſhe had recourſe. to Miſs Hamilton's commiſeration. 
Tux rx firſt acquaintance was formed at Paris, whither Mr. 
Wetenhall had taken his wife half a year after they were mar- 
' ried, on a journey thither to buy books: Mifs Hamilton, who 
from that very time greatly pitied her, conſented to paſs ſome 
time in the country with her, in hopes by that viſit to deliver 
her, for a ſhort time at leaſt, out of her n which pro- 
Joe ſucceeded according to her with. 
nur Chevalier de Grammont, king iofortned of the day 


on ienich they were to arrive, borne on the wings of love and 


impatience, had engaged George Hamilton to go with him, 
and meet them ſome miles out of London. The equipage he 
bad prepared for the: purpoſe, correſporided with his uſual 
magnificence; and on ſuch an . occaſion; we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe he had not neglested his perſon: However, with all 
his impatience, he checked the ardour of the coachman, 
through fear of accidents; rightly judging that upon a road 
- prudence. is preferable to eagerneſs. ' The ladies at length ap- 
peated, and Miſs Hamilton, being in his eyes, ten or twelve 
times more handſome than before her departure from Lon- 
don, he would have purchaſed with his life ſo kind a reception 
as ſhe gave her brother. | 

Mxs. Wetenhall had her ſhare of the os which at 
this interview were liberally beſtowed upon her beauty, for 
which her beauty was very thankful to thoſe who did it fo 
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much honor; and as Hamilton regarded her with a tender 


attention, ſhe regarded Hamilton as a man very well qualified 
for putting in execution the little e 4 ſhe had concerted 
with her conſcience. 

As ſoon as ſhe was in London, ber head was almoſt 
turned, through an exceſs of contentment and felicity : Every 
thing appeared like enchantment to her in this ſuperb city; 
more particularly, as in Paris ſhe had never ſeen any thing 
farther than the Rue Saint Jaques, and a few bookſ{cllers- 
ſhops : Miſs Hamilton entertained her at her own houſe, and 
ſhe was preſented, admired, and well received at both courts. 

Tux Chevalier de Grammont, whoſe gallantry and mag- 
nificence were inexhauſtible, taking occaſion, from this fair 


ſtranger's arrival, to exhibit his grandeur, nothing was to be 
ſeen but balls, concerts, plays, excurſions by land and by 


water, ſplendid collations and ſumptuous entertainments : 
Mrs. Wetenhall was tranſported with pleaſures, of which the 
greateſt part, were entirely new to her; ſhe was greatly de- 
delighted with all, except now and then at a play, when tra- 
gedy was acted, which ſhe confeſſed the thought rather 
weariſome: She agreed, however, that the ſhew was very 
intereſting, when there were many people killed upon the 
ſtage, but thought the players were very fine handſome fellows, 
who were much better alive than dead. 

HAMILTON, upon the whole, was pretty well treated hy 
her, if a man in love, who is never ſatisfied until the com- 
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pletion of his wiſhes, could confine himſelf within the bounds 


of moderation and reaſon : He uſed all his endeavours to 


determine her to put in execution the projects ſhe had formed 


at Peckham : Mrs. Wetenhall, on the other hand, was much 
pleaſed with him. This is the Hamilton who ſerved in the 
French army with diſtinftion : He was both agreeable and 
handſome. All imaginable opportunities conſpired to favour 
the eſtabliſhment of an intimacy, whoſe commencement had 


been ſo briſk, that in all probability it would not languiſh for 
a concluſion; but the more he preſſed her to it, the more her 
reſolution began to fail, and regard for ſome ſcruples, 
which ſhe had not well weighed, kept her in ſuſpenſe : There 
was reaſon to believe that a little perſeverance would have 
removed theſe obſtacles ; yet this at the preſent time was not 
attempted. Hamilton, not able to conceive what could pre- 
vent her from completing his happineſs, fince in his opinion 
the firſt and greateſt difficulties of an amour were already 
overcome, with reſpect to the public, reſolved to abandon 
her to her irreſolutions, inſtead of endeavouring to conquer 
them by a more vigorous attack. It was not conſiſtent with 
reaſon, to deſiſt from an enterprize, where ſo many proſpects 
of ſucceſs preſented themſelves, for ſuch inconſiderable ob- 
ſtacles; but he ſuffered himſelf to be intoxicated with chime- 
ras and viſions, which unſeaſonably cooled the vigour of 
his purſuit, and led him aſtray in another unprofitable un- 
dertaking. | | 
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I xNow not whether poor Wetenhall took the blame upon 
herſelf; but it is certain, ſhe was extremely mortified upon 
it. Soon after being obliged to return to her cabbages and 
turkies at Peckham, ſhe had almoſt gone diſtracted: That 
reſidence appeared a thouſand times more dreadful to her, 


ſince ſhe had been initiated into the amuſements of London; 


but as the queen was to ſet out within a month for Tun- 
bridge Wells, ſhe was obliged to yield to neceſſity, and return 
to the philoſopher, Wetenhall, with the conſolation of having 


engaged Miſs Hamilton to come and live at her houſe, which 
was within ten or twelve miles of Tunbridge, as long as 


the court remained there. | 
Miss Hamilton pronuſed not to abandon her in her re- 


tirement, and farther engaged to bring the Chevalier de 


Grammont along with her, whoſe humor and converſation 
extremely delighted her; and the Chevalier de Grammont, who 


on all occaſions ſtarted agreeable railery, engaged on his part 
to bring George Hamilton, which words overwhelmed her 
with bluſhes. 

Tux court ſet out ſoon after to paſs about two 
months in the place, of all Europe the moſt rural and 
ſimple, and yet, at the ſame time the moſt entertaining and 
agreeable. | 


TUNBRIDGE is the ſame diſtance from London, that Fon- 
tainebleau is from Paris, and is, at the ſeaſon, the general 


rendezvous of all the gay and handſome of both ſexes. The 
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company, though always numerous, is always ſelect: Since 
thoſe who repair thither for diverſion, ever exceed the num- 
ber- of thoſe who go thither for health, every thing there 
breathes mirth and pleaſure : Conſtraint is baniſhed, familia- 
rity is eſtabliſhed upon the firſt acquaintance, and 3 Joy and 
pleaſure are the ſole ſovereigns of the place. 

Tur company are accommodated with lodgings in little, 
clean, and convenient habitations, that lie ſtraggling and ſepa- 
rated from each other, à mile and a half all around the Wells, 
where the company meet in the morning: This place conſiſts 
of a long walk, ſhaded by ſpreading trees, under which they 
walk while they are drinking the waters : On one fide of this 
walk is a long row of ſhops, plentifully ſtocked with all man- 
ner of toys, lace, gloves, ſtockings, and where there is raffling, 
as at Paris, in the Foire de Saint Germain: On the other ſide 
of the walk is the market; and, as it is the cuſtom here for 
every perſon to buy their own proviſions, care is taken that 
nothing offenſive appears on the ſtalls. Here young, fair, 
freſn- colored country girls, with clean linen, ſmall ſtraw hats, 
and neat ſhoes and ſtockings, ſell game, vegetables, flowers, and 
fruit: Here one may live as well as one pleaſes: Here is, 
likewiſe, deep play, and no want of amorous intrigues. As 
ſoon as the evening comes, every one quits his little palace 
to aſſemble on the bowling green, where, in the open air, 
- thoſe who chuſe, dance upon a turf more ſoft and na 
than the fineſt _— in the world. 
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Lorp Muſkerry had, within two or three ſhort miles of 
Tunbridge, a very handſome ſeat called Summer-hill : Miſs 
Hamilton, after having ſpent eight or ten days at Peckham, 
could not excuſe herſelf from paſſing the remainder of the 
ſeaſon at his houſe; and, having obtained leave of Mr. 
Wetenhall, that his lady ſhould accompany her, they left the 
melancholy reſidence of Peckham, and its tireſome maſter, 
and fixed their little court at Summer-hill. 

Ty went every day to court, or the court came to 
them. The queen even ſurpaſſed her uſual attentions in in- 
venting and ſupporting entertainments: She endeavoured to 
increaſe the natural eaſe and freedom of Tunbridge, by diſ- 
penſing with, rather than requiring, thoſe ceremonies that were 
due to her preſence; and, confining in the bottom of her 
heart that grief and uneaſineſs ſhe could not overcome, ſhe 
ſaw Miſs Stewart triumphantly poſleſs the affections of the 
king without manifeſting the leaſt uneaſineſs. 


NeveR did love ſee his empire in a more flouriſhing con- 


dition than on this ſpot : Thoſe who were ſmitten before they 
came to it, felt a mighty augmentation of their flame; and 
thoſe who ſeemed the leaſt ſuſceptible of love, laid aſide their 
natural ferocity, to act in a new character. For the truth of 


the latter, we ſhall only relate the change which ſoon appeared 
in the conduct of Prince Rupert. 


Hz was brave and courageous, even to raſhneſs; but 
croſs-grained and incorrigibly obſtinate : His genius was fer- 
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tile in mathematical experiments, and he poſſeſſed ſome 
knowledge of chemiſtry : He was polite even to exceſs, unſea- 
ſonably; but haughty, and even brutal, when he ought to 
have been gentle and courteous : He was tall, and his man- 
ners were ungracious: he had a dry hard-favoured viſage, and 
a ſtern-look, even when he wiſhed to pleaſe; but, when he 
was out of humour, he was the true picture of reproof. 

Tuꝝ queen had ſent for the players, either that there 
might be no intermiſſion in the diverſions of the place, or. 
perhaps, to retort upon Miſs Stewart, by the preſence of Nell 
Gwyn, part of the uneaſineſs ſhe felt from her's: Prince Rupert 
found charms in the perſon of another player, called Hughes, 
who brought down, and greatly ſubdued his natural fierceneſs. 
From this time, adieu alembics, crucibles, furnaces, and all 
the black furniture of the forges : a complete farewell to all 
mathematical inſtruments and chemical ſpeculations : Sweet 

powder and eſſences were now the only ingredients that oc- 
cupied any ſhare of his attention. The impertinent gypſey 
choſe to be attacked in form ; and proudly refuſing money, 
that, in the end, ſhe might ſell her favours at a dearer rate, 
ſhe cauſed the poor prince to act a part ſo unnatural, that he 
no longer appeared like the ſame perſon. The king was 
greatly pleaſed with this event, for which great rejoicings were 
made at Tunbridge; but nobody was bold enough to make it 
the ſubject of ſatire, though the ſame conſtraint was not ob- 
ſerved with other ridiculous perſonages. 
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THERE was dancing every day at the queen's apartments, 
becauſe the phyſicians recommended it, and no perſon thought 


it amiſs; for even thoſe who cared leaſt for it, choſe that 
exerciſe to digeſt the waters rather than walking. Lord Muſ- 


kerry thought himſelf ſecure againſt his lady's rage for dan- 
cing; for, although he was aſhamed of it, the princeſs of 
Babylon was, by the grace of God, ſix or ſeven months ad- 
vanced in pregnancy; and, to complete her misfortune, the 
child had fallen all on one ſide, ſo that even Euclid would have 
been puzzled to ſay, what her figure was. The diſconſolate 
lady ſeeing Miſs Hamilton and Mrs. Wetenhall ſet out every 
morning, ſometimes on horſeback, and ſometimes in a coach, 
but ever attended by a gallant troop to conduct them to 
court, and to convey them back, ſhe fancied a thouſand times 
more delights at Tunbridge than in reality there were, and ſhe 
did not ceaſe, in her imagination, to dance over at Summer- 
hill all the country dances which ſhe thought had been danced 
at Tunbridge. She could no longer ſupport the racking 
torments which diſturbed her mind, when relenting heaven, 


cout of pity to her pains and ſufferings, cauſed lord Muſkerry 


to repair to London, and kept him there two whole days: As 
ſoon as ever he had turned his back, the Babylonian princeſs 
declared her reſolution to make a trip to court. 

She had a domeſtic chaplain who did not want ſenſe, and 
Lord Muſkerry, for fear of accidents, had recommended her 
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to the wholeſome counſels and good prayers of this prudent 
divine; but in vain were all his preachings and exhorta- 
tions to ſtay at home; in vain did he ſet before her eyes her 
huſband's commands, and the dangers to which ſhe would ex- 
poſe herſelf in her preſent condition; he likewiſe added, that 
her pregnancy being a particular bleſſing from heaven, ſhe 
ought therefore to be ſo much the more careful for its preſer- 
vation, ſince it coſt her huſband, perhaps, more trouble than 
ſhe was aware of, to obtain it. Theſe remonſtrances were 
altogether ineffectual: Miſs Hamilton, and her couſin Weten- 
hall, having the complaiſance to confirm her in her reſolu- 
tion, they aſſiſted in dreſſing her the next morning, and ſet 
out along with her : All their ſkill and dexterity were requi- 
ſite to reduce her ſhape into ſome kind of ſymmetry; but, 
having at laſt pinned a ſmall cuſhion under her petticoat on 
the right ſide, to counteract the untoward appearance the little 
infant occaſioned, by throwing itſelf on the left, they almoſt 
ſplit their ſides with laughter, aſſuring her at the Jones time 
that ſhe looked perfectly charming. 

As ſoon as ſhe appeared, it was generally believed that 
ſhe had dreſſed herſelf in a farthingale, in order to make her 
court to the queen; but every perſon was pleaſed at her ar- 
rival : Thoſe who were unacquainted with the circumſtances, 
aſſured her in earneſt that ſhe was pregnant with twin; and the 
queen, who envied her condition, notwithſtanding the ridicu- 
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lous appearance ſhe then made, being made acquainted with 


the motive of her journey, was determined to gratify her 


inclinations. 


As ſoon as the hour for country-dances arrived, her 


couſin Hamilton was appointed her partner: She made ſome 
faint excuſes at firſt, on account of the inconvenient ſituation 
ſhe was then in; but ſoon ſuffered them to be overcome, in 
order, as ſhe ſaid, to ſhew her duty to the queen ; and never 
did a woman in this world enjoy ſuch complete fatis- 
faction. | 

Wer have already obſerved, that the greateſt proſperity 
is liable to the greateſt change: Lady Muſkerry, truſſed up as 


ſhe was, ſeemed to feel no manner of uneaſineſs from the mo- 
tion in dancing; on the contrary, being only apprehenſive 


of the preſence of her huſband, which would have deſtroy- 


ed all her happineſs, ſhe danced with uncommon briſkneſs, 
leſt her ill ſtars ſhould bring him back before ſhe had fully 


ſatisfied herſelf with it. In the midſt, therefore, of her 


capering 1n this indiſcreet manner, her cuſhion came looſe 


without her perceiving it, and fell to the ground, in the very 


middle of the firſt round. The duke of Buckingham, who 
watched her, took it up inſtantly, wrapped it up in his coat, 
and, mimicking the cries of a new-born infant, he went 
about enquiring for a nurſe for the young Muſkerry among 
the maids of honor. | 
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Tris buffoonery, joined to the ſtrange figure of the poor 
lady, had almoſt thrown Miſs Stewart into hyſterics ; for the 
princeſs of Babylon, after this accident, was quite flat on one 
fide, and immoderately protuberant on the other. All thoſe, 
who had before ſuppreſſed their inclinations to laugh, now 
gave themſelves free ſcope, when they ſaw that Miſs Stewart 
was ready to ſplit her ſides. The poor lady was greatly diſ- 
concerted: every perſon was officious to conſole her ; but, 
the queen, who inwardly, wghed more heartily than any, 
pretended to diſapprove of t. ir taking ſuch liberties. 

WuirsT Miſs Hamilton and Mrs. Wetenhall endeavoured 
to refit lady Muſkerry in another room, the duke of Buck- 
ingham told the king, that, if the phyſicians would permit 
a little exerciſe immediately after a delivery, the beſt way to 
recover lady Muſkerry was to renew the dance as ſoon as ever 
her infant was replaced: This advice was approved, and 
accordingly put in execution. The queen propoſed, as ſoon 
as ſhe appeared, a ſecond round of country-dances; and lady 
Muſkerry accepting the offer, the remedy had its deſired 
effect, and entirely removed every remembrance of her late 
miſhap. EY 
WariLsT theſe things were © paſling at the king's court, 
that of the duke of York took a journey on the other fide of 
London: The pretence of this journey was to viſit the coun- 
ty whoſe name he bore; but love was the real motive. 
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The ducheſs, ſince her elevation, had conducted herſelf with 


ſuch prudence and circumſpection, as could not be ſufficiently 


admired: Such were her manners, and ſuch the general eſti- 
mation in which ſhe was held, that ſhe appeared to have 
found out the ſecret of pleaſing every one; a ſecret yet more 
rare than the grandeur to which ſhe had been raiſed: But 
after having gained univerſal eſteem, ſhe was deſirous of 
being more particularly beloved; or, more properly ſpeaking, 
malicious Cupid aſſaulted her heart, in ſpite of the diſcretion, 
prudence, and reaſon, with which ſhe had fortified it. 

In vain had ſhe ſaid to herſelf a hundred times, that, if the 
duke had been ſo kind as to do her juſtice by falling in love 
with her, 'he had done her too much honor by making her his 
wife; that, with reſpect to his inconſtant diſpoſition, which 
eſtranged him from her, ſhe ought to bear it with patience, 

until it pleaſed heaven to produce a change in his conduct; 
that the frailties on his part, which might to her appear in- 
jurious, would never juſtify in her the leaſt deviation from 
her duty; and, as reſentment was ſtill leſs allowable, ſhe 
ought to endeavour to regain him by a conduct entirely 
oppoſite to his own. In vain was it, as we have ſaid before, 
that ſhe had long reſiſted love and his emiſſaries by the 
help of theſe maxims: How ſolid ſoever reaſon, and how- 
ever obſtinate wiſdom and virtue may be, there are yet cer- 
tain attacks which tire by their length, and, in the end, 
ſubdue both reaſon and virtue itſelf. | 
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Tur ducheſs of York was one of the higheſt feeders in 
England: As this was an unforbidden pleaſure, ſhe in- 
dulged herſelf in it, as an indemnification for other ſelf-de- 
nials. It was really an edifying ſight to ſee her at table. 
The duke, on the contrary, being inceſſantly in the hurry of 
new fancies, exhauſted himſelf by, his inconſtancy, and was 
gradually waſting away; whilſt the poor princeſs, gratifying 
her good appetite, grew ſo fat and plump, that it was a 
bleſſing to ſee her. It is not eaſy to determine how long 
things would have continued in this ſituation, if love, who 
was reſolved to have ſatisfaction for her late conduct, ſo op- 
poſite to the former, had not employed artifice, as well as force, 
to diſturb her repoſe. 

He at firſt let looſe upon her reſentment and jealouſy, 
two mortal enemies to all tranquility and happineſs. A tall 
creature, pale-faced, and nothing but ſkin and bone, named 
Churchill, whom ſhe had taken for a maid of honor, be- 
came the object of her jealouſy, becauſe ſhe was then 
the object of the duke's affection. The court was not 
able to comprehend how, after having been in love with lady 
Cheſterfield, Miſs Hamilton, and Miſs Jennings, he could 
have any inclination for ſuch a creature; but they ſoon per- 
ceived that ſomething more than unaccountable variety had 
a great ſhare in effecting this conqueſt. | 

Tun ducheſs beheld with indignation a choice which 
ſeemed to debaſe her own merit in a much greater degree than 
any of the former; at the very inſtant that indignation and 
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jealouſy began to provoke her ſpleen, perfidious Cupid threw : 
in the way of her paſſions and reſentments the amiable, hand- 
ſome Sidney, and whilſt he kept her eyes fixed upon his per- 
{onal perfections, diverted her attention from perceiving the 
deficiency of his mental accompliſhments : She was wounded 
before ſhe was aware of her danger; but the good opinion 
Sidney had of his own merit, did not ſuffer him long to be 
ignorant of ſuch a glorious conqueſt; and, in order more 
effectually to ſecure it, his eyes raſhly anſwered every 
thing, which thoſe of her royal highneſs had the kindneſs to 
tell him, whilſt his perſonal accompliſhments were carefully 
heightened by all the advantages of dreſs and ſhew. 

THz ducheſs, foreſeeing the conſequences of ſuch an en- 
gagement, ſtrongly combated the inclination that hurried 
her away; but Miſs Hobart, ſiding with that inclination, 
argued the matter with her ſcruples, and, in the end, really 
vanquiſhed them. This girl had inſinuated herſelf into her 
royal highneſs's confidence by a fund of news with which ſhe 
was provided the whole year round : The court and the city 
ſupplied her; nor was it very material to her whether her 
ſtories were true or falſe, her chief care being that they 
ſhould prove agreeable to her miſtreſs: She knew, likewiſe, 
how to gratify her palate, and conſtantly provided a variety 
of thoſe diſhes and liquors which ſhe liked beſt. Theſe quali- 
fications had rendered her neceſſary; but, deſirous of being 
{till more ſo, and having perceived both the airs that Sidney 
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gave himſelf, and what was paſſing in the heart of her miſ- 
treſs, the cunning Hobart took the liberty of telling her 
royal highneſs, that this unfortunate youth was pining away 
ſolely on her account ; that it was a thouſand pities a man of 
his figure ſhould loſe the reſpect for her which was moſt cer- 
tainly her due, merely becauſe ſhe had reduced him to ſuch a 
ſtate, that he could no longer preſerve it; that he was gra- 
dually dying away on her account, in the ſight of the whole 


court; that his ſituation would ſoon be generally remarked, 


except ſhe made uſe of the proper means to prevent it ; that, 
in her opinion, her royal highneſs ought to pity the miſerable 
ſituation into which her charms had reduced him, and to en- 
deavour to alleviate his pain in ſome way or other. The 
ducheſs aſked her what ſhe meant by © endeavouring to alle- 
« viate his pain in ſome way or other.” © I mean, madam, 
te anſwered Miſs Hobart, that, if either his perſon be diſa- 
te greeable, or his paſſion troubleſome, you will give him his 
diſcharge; or, if you chuſe to retain him in your ſervice, 
te as all the princeſſes in the world would do in your place, 
* you will permit me to give him directions from you for his 
* future conduct, mixed with a few grains of hope, to pre- 
vent his entirely loſing his ſenſes, until you find a proper 
occaſion yourſelf to acquaint him with your wiſhes.” 
„ What! ſaid the ducheſs, would you adviſe me, Hobart, 
« you, who really love me, to engage in an affair of this na- 
<« ture, at the expence of my honor, and the hazard of a 
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thouſand inconveniences! If ſuch frailties are ſometimes 
excuſable, they certainly are not ſo in the high ſtation in 
which I am placed; and it would be an ill requital, on 
my part, for his goodneſs, who raiſed me to the 
rank I now fill, to All this is very fine, in- 
terrupted Miſs Hobart; but, is it not very well known, 
that he only married you, becauſe he was importuned 
ſo to do? Since that I refer to yourſelf, whether he 
has ever reſtrained his inclination a ſingle moment, 
giving you the moſt convincing proofs of the change 
that has taken place in his heart, by a thouſand pro- 
voking infidelities? Is it ſtill your intention to perſe- 
vere 1n a ſtate of indolence and humility, whilſt the duke, 
after having received the favours, or ſuffered the repulſes 
of all the coquets in England, pays his addreſſes to the 
maids of honour, one after the other, and at preſent places 
his whole ambition and deſires in the conqueſt of that ugly 
ſkeleton, Churchill? What! Madam, muſt then your 
prime of life be ſpent in a ſort of widowhood, in deploring 
your misfortunes, without ever being permitted to make 
uſe of any remedy that may offer? A woman muſt be en- 
dowed with inſuperable patience, or with an inexhauſtible 
degree of reſignation, to bear this. Can a huſband, who 


diſregards you both night and day, really ſuppoſe, 
becauſe. his wife eats and drinks heartily, as, God be 
thanked, your royal highneſs does, that ſhe wants nothing 


1 
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e elſe than to ſleep well too? Faith, ſuch conduct is too bad: 
© I therefore once more repeat, that there is not a princeſs in 
« the univerſe who would refuſe the homage of a man like 
Sidney, when a huſband pays his addreſſes elſewhere.” 

Tusk reafons were certainly not morally good; but 
had they been till worſe, the ducheſs would have yielded to 
them, ſo much did her heart act in concert with Miſs Hobart, 
to overthrow her diſcretion and prudence. 

Tris intrigue began at the very time that Miſs Hobart 
adviſed Miſs Temple, not to give any encouragement to the 
addreſſes of the handſome Sidney. As for him, no ſooner was 
he informed, by the confidant Hobart, that the goddeſs ac- 
cepted his adoration, than he immediately began to be par- 
ticularly reſerved and circumſpect in his behaviour, in order 
to divert the attention of the public ; but the public is not 
ſo eaſily deceived as ſome people imagine. 

As there were too many ſpies, too many inquiſitive 
people, and critics, in a numerous court, reſiding in the 
midſt of a populous city, the ducheſs, to avoid expoſing the 
inclinations of her heart to the ſcrutiny of ſo many in- 
quiſitors, engaged the duke of York to undertake the journey 
before mentioned, whilſt the queen and her court were at 
Tunbridge. 

Taxis conduct was prudent; and, if agreeable to her, 
was far from diſpleaſing to any of her court, except Miſs 
Jennings : Jermyn was not of the party; and in her 
opinion, every party was inſipid in which he was not one 
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of the company. He had engaged himſelf in an enterprize 
above his ſtrength, in laying a wager which the Chevalier de 


Grammont had laid before, and loſt : He betted five hundred 
guineas, that he would ride twenty miles in one hour upon 
the ſame horſe, in the high road. The day he had fixed 
upon for this race, was the very ſame on which Miſs Jennings 
went to the fortune-teller's. 

JexMyN was more fortunate than her in his undertaking : 
He came off victorious ; but as his courage had far exceeded 
the ſtrength of his conſtitution, in this exertion to win the 
wager, he got a violent fever into the bargain, which brought 
him very low. Miſs Jennings enquired after his health ; but 


that was all ſhe dared to do: In modern romances, a prin- 


ceſs need only pay a viſit to ſome hero, abandoned by his 
phyſicians, a perfect cure would be wrought in three days; but 


ſince Miſs Jennings had not been the cauſe of Jermyn's fever, 


ſhe was not certain of relieving him from it, although ſhe 
had been ſure that a charitable viſit would not have been cen- 
ſured in a malicious court: Without therefore paying any 
attention to the uneaſineſs ſhe might feel upon the occaſion, 
the court ſet out without him; ſhe had, however, the grati- 
fication to - teſtify her ill- humour throughout the whole 
journey, by appearing diſpleaſed with every thing, which 
ſeemed to afford ſatisfaction to all the reſt of the company. 
TALBOT made one of the company; and flattering him- 


ſelf, that the abſence of a dangerous rival might produce ſome 


change in his favour, he was attentive to all the actions, 
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motions, and even geſtures, of his former miſtreſs. There 
was certainly enough fully to employ his attention: It 
was contrary to her diſpoſition to remain long in a ſerious 
humour: her natural vivacity hurried her away, from being 
ſeemingly loſt in thought, into ſallies of wit, which afforded 
him hopes, that ſhe would ſoon forget Jermyn, and remember 
that his own paſſion was the firſt ſhe had encouraged. 
However he kept his diſtance, notwithſtanding his love and 
his hopes, being of opinion, that it ill became an injured 
lover to betray either the leaſt weakneſs, or the ſmalleſt 
return of affection for an ungrateful miſtreſs, who had de- 
ſerted him. 


Miss Jennings was ſo far from thinking of his reſent- 
ments, that ſhe did not even recollect he had ever paid his 
addreſſes to her, and her thoughts being wholly occupied 
upon the poor ſick man, ſhe conducted herſelf towards Tal- 
bot, as if they never had had any thing to ſay to each other: It 
was to him that ſhe moſt uſually gave her hand, either in 
getting into or out of the coach ; ſhe converſed more readily 
with him than any other perſon, and, without intending it, 
did every thing to make the court believe ſhe was cured of her 
paſſion for Jermyn in favour of her former lover. 

Or this he ſeemed likewiſe convinced as well as the reſt; 
and thinking it now proper to act another part, in order to 
let her know that his ſentiments with reſpect to her were {till 
the ſame, he had reſolved to addreſs her in the moſt tender and 
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affectionate manner upon this ſubject. Fortune ſeemed to 
have favoured him, and to have ſmoothed the way for this 
intended harangue: He was alone with her in her chamber; 
and what was ſtill better, ſhe was rallying him concerning 
Miſs Boynton; ſaying, that they were undoubtedly much 
* obliged to him, for attending them on their journey, whilſt 
6 poor Miſs Boynton had fainting fits at Tunbridge, at leaſt 
ce twice every day, for love of him.” Upon this diſcourſe Tal- 


bot thought it right to begin the recital of his ſufferings and 


fidelity, when Miſs Temple, with a paper in her hand, 
entered the room: This was a letter in verſe, which lord 
| Rocheſter had written ſome time before upon the intrigues of 
the two courts, wherein, upon the ſubject of Miſs Jennings, 
he ſaid: that Talbot had ſtruck terror among the people 
« of God, by his gigantic ſtature; but that Jermyn, like a 
© little David, had vanquiſhed the great Goliath.“ Jen- 
nings, delighted with this alluſion, read it over two or three 
times, thought it more entertaining than Talbot's conver- 
ſation, at firſt heartily laughed at it, but ſoon after, with a 


tender air, © poor little David!“ ſaid ſhe, with a deep ſigh, 


and turning her head on one ſide during this ſhort re- 
verie, ſhe ſhed a few tears, which aſſuredly did not flow for 
the defeat of the giant. This ſtung Talbot to the quick; 
and ſeeing himſelf fo ridiculouſly deceived in his hopes, he 
went abruptly out of the room, vowing never to think any 
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more of a giddy girl, whoſe conduct was regulated neither by 
ſenſe nor reaſon ; but he did not keep his reſolution. 

Tre other votaries of love, who were numerous in this 
court, were more ſucceſsful, the journey being undertaken 


ſolely on that account: There were continual balls and en- 


tertainments upon the road; hunting, and all other diverſions 
wherever the court halted in its progreſs. The tender lovers 
flattered themſelves, with the thought of being able to crown 
their happineſs, as they proceeded in their journey; and the 
beauties who governed their deſtiny did not forbid them to hope. 
Sidney paid his court with wonderful aſſiduity: The ducheſs 
made the duke: take notice of his late perfect devotion to his 
ſervice: His royal highneſs obſerved it, and agreed that he 
ought to be remembered y_ the firſt S which 
N ſoon after. 

Mon racuv, as before mentioned, was maſter of the 
horſe to the ducheſs: He was poſſeſſed of a great deal of wit, 
had much penetration, and loved miſchief. How could ſhe 
bear ſuch a man near her perſon, in the preſent ſituation of 
her heart? This greatly embarraſſed her, but Montagu's 
elder brother having very a-propos got himſelf killed, where 
he had no buſineſs, the duke obtained for Montagu the poſt 
of maſter of the horſe to the queen, which the deceaſed en- 
Joyed, and the handſome Sidney was appointed to ſucceed him, 
in the fame employment to the ducheſs. All this happened 
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according to her wiſh, and the duke was highly pleaſed that 
he had found means to promote theſe two gentlemen at onee, 
without being at the leaſt expence. 

Miss Hobart greatly applauded theſe promotions : She 
had frequent and long converſations with Sidney, which being 
remarked, ſome did her the honour to believe it was upon her 
own account; and, the compliments that were made her upon 
the occaſion ſhe moſt willingly received. The duke, who be- 
lieved it at firſt, obſerved to the ducheſs the unaccountable 
taſte of certain perſons, and how the handſomeſt young 
fellow in England was infatuated with lock a frightful 


creature. 


Tux ducheſs confeſſed that taſte was very arbitrary, the 
truth whereof he himſelf ſeemed to be convinced of, ſince 


he had fixed upon the beauteous Hellen for his miſtreſs. I 


know not whether this raillery cauſed him to reflect for what 
reaſons he had made this choice; but it is certain he began 
to cool in his affections for Miſs Churchill, and perhaps he 


would entirely have abandoned this purſuit, had not an ac- 


cident taken place, which raiſed in him an entirely new in- 
elination for her. 

Tun court having halted for a few days in a fine open 
country, the ducheſs was deſirous of ſeeing a greyhound 
courſe : this diverſion is practiſed in England upon large 
downs, where the turf, eaten by the ſheep, is particularly 
green, and wonderfully even: She was in her coach, and all 
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the ladies on horſeback, every one of them being attended by 


her ſquire; it therefore was but reaſonable, that the miſtreſs 


ſhould likewiſe have her ſquire: He accordingly was at the 

ſide of her coach, and ſeemed to compenſate for his defi- 

ciencies in converſation, by the uncommon beauty of his 
mien and figure. 

Tux duke attended Miſs Churchill, not for the 155 of be- 
ſieging her with ſoft flattering tales of love, but on the con- 
trary to chide her for ſitting ſo ill on horſeback: She was one 
of the moſt indolent creatures in the world; and although 
the maids of honor are generally the worſt mounted of the 
whole court, yet, in order to diſtinguiſh her, on account of the 
favour ſhe enjoyed, they had given her a very pretty, though 
rather a high ſpirited horſe : a diſtinction ſhe would very aaa 
lingly have excuſed them. 

Tre embarraſſment, and fear ſhe was under, had added 
to her natural paleneſs : in this ſituation her countenance had 
almoſt completed the duke's diſguſt, when her horſe, deſirous 
of keeping pace with the others, ſet off in a gallop, notwith- 
ſtanding her greateſt efforts to prevent it; and her endea- 
vours to hold him in, firing his mettle, he at length ſet off at 
full ſpeed, as if he was running a race againſt the duke's 
horſe. | 25 

Miss Churchill loſt her ſeat, ſcreamed out, and fell from 
her horſe. A fall in ſo quick a pace muſt have been violent, 
and yet it proved favourable to her in every reſpect; for with- 


MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 315 


out receiving any hurt, ſhe gave the lie to all the unfavour- 
able ſuppoſitions that had been formed of her perſon, in judg- 
ing from her face. The duke alighted in order to help her: 
She was ſo greatly ſtunned, that her thoughts were otherwiſe 
employed than about decency on the preſent occaſion; and 
thoſe who firſt crowded around her found her rather in a 
negligent poſture : They could hardly believe that limbs of 
ſuch exquiſite beauty could belong to Miſs Churchill's face. 
After this accident it was remarked that the duke's tender- 
neſs and affection for her increaſed every day; and towards 
the end of the winter it appeared that ſhe had not ty- 
ranized over his paſſion, nor made him languiſh with im- 
patience. 

Tre two courts returned to London much about the 
ſame time, equally ſatisfied with their reſpective excurſions ; 
though the queen was diſappointed in the hopes ſhe had 
entertained of the good effects of the Tunbridge waters. 

IT was about this time that the Chevalier de Grammont 
received a letter from the Marchioneſs de Saint Chaumont, his 
ſiſter, acquainting him, that he might return when he thought 
proper, the king having given him leave: He would have 
received this news with joy at any other time, whatever had 
been the charms of the Engliſh court; but in the preſent 
ſituation of his heart, he could not reſolve to quit it. 

Hz had returned from Tunbridge a thouſand times 
deeper in love than ever; for during this agreeable excurſion, 


4 
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he had every day ſeen Miſs Hamilton, either in the marſhes of 
melancholy Peckham, or in the delicious walks of cheerful 
Summer-hill, or in the daily diverſions and entertainments of 
the queen's court; and whether he ſaw her on horſeback, 
heard her converſation, or obſerved her in the dance, ſtill he 
was perſuaded that heaven had never formed an object in every 
reſpect more worthy of the love, and more deſerving of the 
affection, of a man of ſenſe and delicacy. How then was it 
poſſible for him to bear the thoughts of leaving her! This 
appeared to him abſolutely impracticable; however, as he was 
deſirous of making a merit with her, of the determination he 
had made to neglect his fortune, rather than to be ſeparated 
from her charms, he ſhewed her his ſiſter's letter; but this 
confidence had not the ſucceſs he expected. 
Mrss Hamilton, in the firſt place, congratulated him upon 
his recall: She returned him many thanks for the ſacrifice he 
intended to make her; but as this teſtimony of affection 
greatly exceeded the bounds of mere gallantry, however ſen- 
ſibly ſhe might feel this mark of his tenderneſs, ſhe was how- 
ever determined not to abuſe it. . In vain did he proteſt that 
he would rather meet death, than part from her irreſiſtible 
charms ; and her irreſiſtible charms proteſted that he ſhould 
never ſee them more, unleſs he departed immediately. Thus 
was he forced to obey. However, he was allowed to flatter 
himſelf, that theſe poſitive orders, how harſh ſoever they 


might appear, did not flow from indifference ; that ſhe would 
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always be more pleaſed with his rerurn than with his depar- 

ture, for which ſhe was now ſo urgent; and having generouſly 

given him aſſurances that, ſo far as depended upon herſelf, 

he would find, upon his return, no variation in her ſenti- 

ments during his abſence, he took leave of his friends, think- 

ing of nothing but his return, at the very time he was making 
preparations for his departure. 


* 


CHAPTER XI. 


Tu nearer the Chevalier de Grammont approached the 
court of France, the more did he regret his abſence from that 
of England : Not but that he expected a gracious reception 
at the feet of his maſter, whoſe anger no one provoked 
with impunity; but who likewiſe knew how to pardon in 
ſuch a manner, as to make the favor he conferred in every 
reſpect to be felt. | 

| A THouSAND different thoughts occupied his mind upon 


the journey: Sometimes he reflected upon the joy and fatis- 


faction his friends and relations would experience upon his 
return; ſometimes upon the congratulations and embraces of 
thoſe, who, being neither the one nor the other, would, 
nevertheleſs overwhelm him with impertinent compliments; 


* 7 8. 2 
* - — — we n * — — - —— 
2 — 2 
2 —— — 2 — — — — 
Tart * 4 — > 


vw a ——— — = w =? * * ol 5 
. . = __— 4 
: ML Ents OT F 
Gr — — 2 


— . 


- r err N 
9 . n W — _ 
* * _— R - 5 4 
Pon rg Cee ISI 
we 


* * 1 
* . 4; ern et „ 4 
VS en tas or nes 
3 PI” * " 


— 


— ] ·˙·ò ere tony wwe, > 
2 * - 1 5 


** — " 
P A Ee IIS — — ———— —— 


— 
— 


0 
Fo 
4 i 


* 
We, 


313 MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 


All theſe ideas paſſed quickly through his head; for a man deeply 
in love makes it a ſcruple of conſcience not to ſuffer any other 
thoughts to dwell upon his mind than thoſe of the object 
beloved. It was then the tender, endearing remembrance of - 
what he had left in London, that diverted his thoughts from 


Paris; and it was the torments of abſence that prevented his 


feeling thoſe of the bad roads and the bad horſes. His 
heart proteſted to Miſs Hamilton, between Montreuil and 
Abbeville, that he only tore himſelf from her with ſuch haſte, 
to return the ſooner : After which, by a ſhort reflection, 
comparing the regret he had formerly felt upon the ſame 
road, in quitting France for England, with that which he 
nom experienced, in quitting England for France, he found 
the laſt much more inſupportable than the former. 

IT is thus that a man in love entertains himſelf upon the 
road; or rather, it 1s thus that a trifling writer abuſes the pa- 
tience of his reader, either to diſplay his own ſentiments, or 
to lengthen out a tedious ſtory; but God forbid that this cha- 
racter ſhould apply to ourſelves, ſince we profeſs to inſert 
nothing in theſe memoirs, but what we have heard from the 
mouth of him, whoſe actions and ſayings we tranſmit to 
poſterity. | 7 
| Wno, except ſquire Feraulas, has ever been able to 
keep a regiſter of all the thoughts, ſighs, and exclamations, of 


his illuſtrious maſter? For my own part, I ſhould never have 


thought, that the attention of the Count de Grammont, 
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which is at preſent ſo ſenſible to inconveniencies and dangers, 
would have ever permitted him to entertain amorous thou ghts 
upon the road, if he did not himſelf dictate to me what I am 
now writing. | 

Bor let us ſpeak of him at Abbeville : The poſtmaſter 
was his old acquaintance : His hotel was the beſt provided of 
any between Calais and Paris; and the Chevalier de Gram- 
mont, alighting, told Termes, he would drink a glaſs of wine 
during the time they were changing horſes. It was about 
noon, and, ſince the preceding night, when they had landed 
at Calais, until this inſtant, they had not eat a ſingle 
mouthful: Termes, praiſing the Lord, that natural feelings 
had for once prevailed over the inhumanity of his uſual 
impatience, confirmed him as much as poſſible in ſuch reaſon- 
able ſentiments. 

Uro their entering the kitchen, where the Chevalier 
generally paid his firſt viſit, they were ſurprized to ſee half 
a dozen ſpits loaded with game at the fire, and every other 
preparation for a magnificent entertainment. The heart of 
Termes leaped for joy : he gave private orders to the hoſtler 
to pull the ſhoes off ſome of the horſes, that he might not be 
forced away from this place, before he had ſatisfied his cra- 
ving appetite. 

Soon after, a number of violins and hautboys, attended 
by all the mob of the town, entered the court. The land- 
lord. being aſked the reaſon of theſe great preparations, 
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acquainted the Chevalier de Grammont that they were for 
the wedding of one of the moſt wealthy gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, with one of the handſomeſt girls in the whole 


province; that the entertainment was to be at his houſe, and 


that, if his lordſhip choſe to ſtop, in a very ſhort time he 
would ſee the new-married couple arrive from the church, 
ſince the muſic was already come. He was right in his con- 
jectures, for theſe words were ſcarce out of his mouth, when 
three uncommonly large coaches, loaded with lackeys, as tall 
as Swiſs, with moſt gaudy liveries, all covered with lace, 
appeared in the court, and diſembarked the whole wedding 
company : Never was country magnificence more naturally 
diſplayed: Ruſty tinſel, tarniſhed lace, ſtriped ſilks, little eyes, 
and full ſwelling breaſts, appeared on every ſide. 

Ir the firſt ſight of the proceſſion ſurprized the Chevalier 
de Grammont, faithful Termes was no leſs aſtoniſhed at the 
ſecond. The little that was to be ſeen of the bride's face 
appeared not without beauty; but no judgment could be 
formed of the remainder : . Four dozen of patches, at leaſt, 
and ten ringlets of her hair, on each ſide, moſt completely 
concealed her from all human eyes ; but it was the bride- 
groom who moſt particularly attracted the Chevalier de 
Grammont's attention. 

Hex was as ridiculouſly dreſſed as the wh of the company, 
except a coat of the greateſt magnificence, and of the moſt 
exquiſite taſte. The Chevalier de Grammout walking up to 
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him to examine his dreſs, began to commend the embroi- 
dery of his coat: The bridegroom thought himſelf much 
honoured by this examination, and told him he bought it 
for one hundred and fifty louis, at the time he was paying 
his addreſſes to his wife. Then you did not get it made 
« here? ſaid the Chevalier de Grammont.” * No, replied the 
* other: I bought it of a London merchant, who had or- 
« dered it for an Engliſh lord.” The Chevalier de Gram- 
mont, who now began to perceive in what manner the ad- 


venture would end, aſked him if he ſhould recolle& the 
. merchant if he ſaw him again. Recollect him! replied the 


ce other, I ſurely ought, for I was obliged to ſit up drinking 
e with him all night at Calais, as I was endeavouring to 


ee beat down the price.” Termes had vaniſhed out of 


ſight as ſoon as ever this coat appeared, though he little ſup- 


poſed that the curſed bridegroom would have any con- 


verſation concerning it with his maſter. 

Tar Chevalier's thoughts were ſometime wavering be- 
tween his inclination to laugh, and a deſire of hanging maſ- 
ter Termes ; but the long- habit of ſuffering himſelf to be 
robbed by his domeſtics, together with the vigilance of the 
criminal, whom his maſter could not reproach with having 
ſlept in his ſervice, inclined him to clemency; and yielding to 
the importunities of the country gentleman, in order to con- 
found his faithful ſervant, he ſat down to table to make the 
thirty-ſeventh of the company. 
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A shox r time after he defired one of the waiters to call 
for a gentleman whoſe name was Termes : He immediately 
appeared; and as ſoon as the maſter of the feaſt ſaw him, he 
roſe from table, and offering him his hand: Welcome, my 
7M friend, ſaid he, you ſee that J have taken good care of the 
* coat which you ſold me with ſo much reluctance, and that 
« I have kept it for a good purpoſe.” 

TERMEs, having put on a face of braſs, pretended not to 
now him, and puſhed him back with ſome degree of rude- 
* % No, no! ſaid the other, ſince I was obliged to 
« fit up with you the whole night, in order to ſtrike the 


* bargain, you ſhall pledge me in the bride's health.” The 
Chevalier de Grammont, who ſaw that Termes was diſconcerted, 
notwithſtanding his impudence, faid to him with a ſmile : 
6 Come, come, my good London merchant, ſit down 
&« as you are fo civilly invited: we are not fo crowded at 
table but that there will be room enough for ſuch an honeſt 
„ gentleman as yourſelf.” At theſe words five and thirty of 
the gueſts were in motion to receive this new viſitor : The 
bride alone out of an idea of decorum remained ſeated ; and 
the audacious Termes, having ſwallowed the firſt ſhame of 
this adventure, began to lay about him at ſuch a rate, as if 
it had been his intention to ſwallow all the wine provided for 
the wedding, if his maſter had not riſen from table, as they 


were taking off four and twenty ſoups, to ſerve up as many 
other diſhes in their ſtead. 
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Tur company were not ſo unreaſonable as to deſire a 
man, who was in ſuch haſte, to remain to the end of a wedding 
[2 dinner ; but they all got up when he aroſe from table, 
| and all that he could obtain from the bridegroom was, that 
the company ſhould not attend him to the gate of the inn : 
As for Termes, he wiſhed they had not quitted him till the end 
of their journey, ſo much did he dread being left alone with 
his maſter. 

Trey had advanced ſome diſtance from Abbeville, and 
were proceeding on in the moſt profound filence, when 
Termes, who expected an end to it in a ſhort time, was only 
ſolicitous in what manner it might happen, whether his maſter 
would attack him with a torrent of invectives and certain epi- 
thets which were moſt juſtly his due, or whether, in an inſulting 


ironical manner, he might make uſe of ſuch commendations 

| as were moſt likely to confound him ; but finding inſtead of 
| either that he remained in ſullen filence, he thought it prudent 
rather to prevent the ſpeech the Chevalier was meditating, 
than to ſuffer him to think longer about it; and accordingly, 
| arming himſelf with all his effrontery: © You ſeem to be very 
| e angry, Sir, ſaid he, and I ſuppoſe you think you have reaſon 
1 te for being ſo; but the devil take me, if you are not miſ- 

ce taken in reality.” 

«© How ! traitor! in reality? ſaid the Chevalier de Gram 

© mont: It is then becauſe I have not had thee well 
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Sir, replied Termes, you always run into a paſſion inſtead 
of liſtening to reaſon ! Yes, Sir, I maintain that what I did 


was for your benefit. And was not the quick-ſand likewiſe 


for my ſervice? ſaid the Chevalier de Grammont. Have 
patience, if you pleaſe, purſued the other : I know not how 
that ſimpleton of a bridegroom happened to be at the 
cuſtom-houſe when my portmanteau was examined at 
Calais; but theſe filly cuckolds thruſt in their noſes every 
where : As ſoon as ever he ſaw your coat, he fell in love 
with it : I immediately perceived he was a fool, for he fell 
down upon his knees beſeeching me to {ell it him: Beſides 
being greatly rumpled in the portmanteau, it was all ſtained 
in front by the ſweat of the horſes, I wonder how the 
devil he has managed to get it cleaned ; but faith, I am the 
greateſt ſcoundrel in the world, if you would ever have put 


it on. In a word, it coſt you one hundred and forty louis 


dors, and ſeeing he offered me one hundred and fifty for 
it: my maſter, ſaid I, has no occaſion for this tinſeled 
bauble to diſtinguiſh him at the ball; and although he was 
pretty full of caſh when I left him, how know I in what 
ſituation he may be upon my return? there is no cer- 
tainty at play. To be brief, Sir, I got ten louis d'ors 
for it more than it coſt you: this you ſee is all clear 
profit: I will be accountable to you for it, and you know 


that I am ſufficiently ſubſtantial to make good ſuch a 
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—— — a 


L e ſum. Confeſs now, do you think you would have appeared 
| 4 to greater advantage at the ball, if you had been dreſſed 
out in that damned coat, which would have made you look 
juſt like the village bridegroom to whom we ſold it? and 
yet, how you ſtormed at London when you thought it 
[| loſt: what fine ſtories you told the king about the quick- 
9 “ ſand; and how churliſn you looked, when you firſt began 
to ſuppoſe that this country looby wore it at his wedding.” 
Wuar could the Chevalier reply to ſuch uncommon im- 
pudence? If he indulged his reſentment he muſt either have 
U molt ſeverely baſtinadoed him, or he muſt have diſcarded him, 
as the eaſieſt eſcape the rogue could expect; but he had oc- 
caſion for him during the remainder of his journey; and; as 
ſoon as he was at Paris, he had occaſion for him for his 
return. | eee | 1 5 8 


* 
* 
— — — 


— 


f 
4 
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; 
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Tur Marechal de Grammont had no ſooner: notice of his 
arrival, than he went to him at the hotel ; and, the firſt 
embraces being over on both ſides : © Chevalier, faid the 
«© Marechal, how many days have you been in coming from 
« London hither? for God knows at what a rate you travel 
«© on ſuch occaſions.” The Chevalier told him, he had been 
three days upon the road; and, to excuſe himſelf for making no 
more haſte, he related to him his Abbeville adventure. It is a 
te very entertaining one, ſaid his brother; but, what is yet more 
entertaining, is, that it will be your fault if you do not find 
« your coat ſtill at table, for the country gentry are not 
ce accuſtomed to riſe very ſoon from a wedding dinner :” And 
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then, in a very ſerious tone, told him, © he knew not who 
ce had adviſed him to this unexpected return, which might 
* probably ruin all his affairs; but he had orders from the 
king to bid him go back again without appearing at court. 
He told him afterwards that he was very much aſtoniſhed at 
© his impatience, as, till this time, he had conducted him- 
« ſelf uncommonly well, and was ſufficiently acquainted 
ce with the king's temper to know, that the only way to 
e merit his pardon, was to wait until it freely came from his 
© clemency.” 

Tux Chevalier, in juſtification of his conduct, pro- 
duced Madame de Saint Chaumont's letter, and told the 
Marechal, that he would very willingly have ſpared her the 
trouble of writing him ſuch kind of news, to occaſion him ſo 
uſeleſs a journey. Still more indiſcretion, replied his brother; 
ce for, pray how long has our ſiſter been either ſecretary of 
ct ſtate, or miniſter, that ſhe ſhould be employed by the king 
te to make known his majeſty's orders? Do you with to know the 
ct real ſtate of the caſe? Some time ago the king told Madame 
ce how you had refuſed the penſion the king of England offered 
* you: He appeared pleaſed with the manner in which Com- 
« minges had related to him the circumſtances attending it, 
& and ſaid he was pleaſed with you for it: Madame inter- 
* preted this as an order for your recall; and Madame de 
te Saint Chaumont being very far from poſſeſſing that 
te wonderful diſcretion ſhe imagines herſelf miſtreſs of, ſhe 
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< haſtened to diſpatch to you this conſequential order in her 
* own hand. To conclude, Madame ſaid yeſterday, when the 
* king was at dinner, that you would very ſoon be here; and 
the king, as ſoon as dinner was over, commanded me to 
e ſend you back as ſoon as you arrived : Here you are: ſet 
<« oft again immediately.“ 

Tu1s order might have appeared ſevere to the Chevalier 
de Grammont at any other time; but, in the preſent ſtate of 
his heart, he ſoon reſolved upon obeying. Nothing gave him 
uneaſineſs, but the officious advice which had obliged him to 
leave the Engliſh court; and, being entirely unconcerned 


that he was not allowed to ſee the French court before his 


departure, he only deſired the Marechal to obtain leave for 
him to ſtay a few days to collect in ſome play debts which 
were owing him: This requeſt was granted, on condition 
that he ſhould not remain in Paris. 

He choſe Vaugirard for his retreat: It was there, that 
he had ſeveral adventures, which he has fo often related in ſo 
humorous and diverting a manner, that it would be tedious 
to repeat them: There it was that he adminiſtered the ſa- 


crament in ſo ſolemn a manner, that as there did not remain 


a ſufficient number of Swiſs at Verſailles to guard the chapel, 
Vardes was obliged to acquaint the king that they were all 
gone to the Chevalier de Grammont, who was admini- 
ſtering the ſacrament at Vaugirard : There, likewiſe, hap- 
pened that wonderful adventure, which threw the firſt ſlur 


328 MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. 


upon the reputation of the great Saucourt, when, having a 
tete a tete with the gardener's daughter, the horn, which was 
agreed upon as the ſignal to prevent ſurprizes, was ſounded fo 
often, that the frequent alarms cooled the courage of the ce- 
lebrated Saucourt, and rendered uſeleſs the aſſignation that was 
procured for him with one of the prettieſt girls in the neigh- 
bourhood : It was, likewiſe, during his ſtay at Vaugi- 
rard, that he paid a viſit to Mademoiſelle de I'Hopital at Iſſy, 
to enquire into the truth of a report of an amour between her 
and a man of the long robe; and, it was there that on his 
arriving unexpectedly, the Preſident de Maiſons was forced to 
ſeek refuge in a cloſet, with ſo much precipitation, that half 
of his robe remained on the outſide when he ſhut the door; 
while the Chevalier de Grammont, who obſerved it, made 
his viſit exceſſively long, in order to keep the two lovers upon 
the rack. | 
His buſineſs being ſettled, he ſet out for England on the 
wings of love: Termes redoubled his vigilance upon the road : 
The poſt horſes were ready in an inſtant at every ſtage: The 
winds and tides favoured his impatience, and he reached Lon- 
don with the higheſt ſatisfaction. The court was both ſar- 


_ prized and charmed at his ſudden return. No perſon condoled 


with him upon his late diſappointment which had occaſioned 
him to come back, as he teſtified no manner of uneaſineſs 
concerning it himſelf: Nor was Miſs Hamilton in the 
leaſt diſpleaſed at his readineſs in obeying the orders of 
the king his maſter, 
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Nornixe new had happened in the Engliſh court during 
his ſhort abſence; but it aſſumed a different aſpect ſoon after 
his return: I mean with reſpect to love and pleaſure, which 
were the moſt ſerious concerns of the court, during the greateſt 
part of this gay reign. 

Taz duke of Monmouth, natural ſon to Charles the 
ſecond, now made his. firſt appearance in his father's court: 
His entrance upon the ſtage of the world was ſo brilliant, 
his ambition had occaſioned ſo many conſiderable events, and 
the particulars of his tragical end were fo recent, that it were 
needleſs to produce any other traits to give a ſketch'of his 
character. By the whole tenor of his life he appeared to be 
raſh in his undertakings, irreſolute in the execution, and 
dejected in his misfortunes,” in which at leaſt an undaunted 
reſolution ought to equal the greatneſs of the attempt. 

His figure, and the exterior graces of his perſon were 
ſuch, that nature perhaps never formed any thing more com- 
plete: His face was extremely handſome, and yet it was a 
manly face, neither inanimate nor effeminate; each feature 
having its beauty and peculiar delicacy: He had a wonder- 
ful genius for every ſort of exerciſe, an engaging aſpect,” and 
an air of grandeur: in a word, he poſſeſſed every perſonal 
advantage; but then he was greatly deficient in mental accom- 
pliſhments. He had no ſentiments but ſuch as others inſpired 
him with; and thoſe, who arit inſinuated themſelves into his 


friendſhip, took care to inſpire him with none but ſuch as 
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were pernicious. The aſtoniſhing beauty of his outward form 
cauſed univerſal admiration : Thoſe who before were looked 
upon as handſome, were now entirely forgotten at court ; and 


all the gay and beautiful of the fair ſex were at his devotion. 


He was particularly beloved by the king; but the univerſal 
terror of huſbands and lovers. This, however, did not long 
continue; for, nature not having endowed him with qualifi- 
cations to ſecure the poſſeſſion of the heart, the fair ſex ſoon 
* the defe qt. | 

Tun ducheſs of Cleveland was out of humour with the 


king, becauſe the children ſne had by his majeſty were like ſo 
many little puppets compared to this new Adonis: She was 


the more particularly hurt, as ſhe might have boaſted of being 
the queen of love, in compariſon with the duke's mother. The 
king, however, laughed at her reproaches, as, for ſome time, 
ſhe had certainly no right to make any; and, as this piece of 
jealouſy appeared to be more ill-founded than any ſhe had 
formerly affected, no perſon approved of her ridiculous reſent- 
ment. Not ſucceeding in this, ſhe formed another ſcheme to 
give the king uneaſineſs: Inſtead of oppoſing his extreme ten- 
derneſs for his ſon, ſhe pretended to adopt him, in her af- 
fection, by a thouſand commendations and careſſes, which 
ſhe was daily and continually increaſing. As theſe endear- 
ments were public, ſhe imagined they could not be ſuſpected; 
but ſhe was too well known for her real deſign to be miſ- 
taken. The king was no longer jealous of her; but, as the 
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duke of Monmouth was of an age not to be inſenſible to the 
attractions of a woman poſſeſſing ſo many charms, he thought 
it proper to withdraw him from this pretended mother in law, 
to preſerve his innocence, or at leaſt his fame, uncontami- 
nated : It was for this reaſon, therefore, that the king mar- 
ried him ſo young. 

An heireſs, of five thouſand pounds a year in Scotland, 
offered very a-propos : Her perſon was full of charms, and 
her mind poſſeſſed all thoſe perfections in which the handſome 
Monmouth was deficient. | 

New feſtivals and entertainments celebrated this 
marriage: The moſt effectual method to pay court to the 
King, was to outſhine the reſt in brilliancy and grandeur; 
and whilſt theſe rejoicings brought forward all manner of 
gallantry and magnificence, they either revived old, or eſta- 
bliſhed new amours. | 

THz fair Stewart, then in the meridian of her glory, at- 
attracted all eyes, and commanded univerſal reſpect and ad- 
miration : The ducheſs of Cleveland endeayoured to eclipſe 
her at this fete, by a load of jewels, and by all the artificial or- 
naments of dreſs; but it was in vain : Her face looked rather 
thin and pale, from the commencement of a third or fourth 


pregnancy, which the king was ſtill pleaſed to place to his 


own account; and, as for the reſt, her perſon could in no 


reſpect ſtand in competition with the grace and beauty of 
Miſs Stewart. | 
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IT was during this laſt effort of her charms, that ſhe 
would have been queen of England, had the king been as 
free to give his hand, as he was to ſurrender his heart; for 
it was at this time that the duke of Richmond took it into 
his head either to marry her, or to die in the attempt. 

A FEW months after the celebration of the duke of Mon- 
mouth's nuptials, Killegrew, having nothing better to do, 
fell in love with lady Shrewſbury; and, as lady Shrewſbury, 
by a very extraordinary chance, had no engagement at that 
time, their amour was ſoon eſtabliſhed. No one thought of 
interrupting an intimacy which did not concern any one; 
but Killegrew thought proper to diſturb it himſelf : not that 
his happineſs fell ſhort of his expectation, nor did poſſeſſion 
put him out of love with a ſituation fo enviable; but he was 
amazed that he was not envied, and offended that his good 
fortune raiſed him no rivals. 1 

He poſſeſſed a great deal of wit, and ſtill more eloquence, 
which moſt particularly diſplayed itſelf, when he was a little 


elevated with the juice of the grape: He then indulged himſelf 


in giving luxurious deſcriptions of lady Shrewſbury's moſt 
ſecret charms and beauties, which above half the court were 
as well acquainted with as himſelf. 
THe duke of Buckingham was one of thoſe who could 
only judge from outward appearances; and appearances, in 
his opinion, did not ſeem to promile any thing ſo exquiſite, 
as the extravagant praiſes of Killegrew would infer. As this 
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indiſcrete lover was a frequent gueſt at the duke of Bucking- 
ham's table, he was continually employing his rhetoric on 
this ſubject, and he had full opportunity for his harangues; 
for they gencrally ſat down to dinner at four o'clock, and 
only roſe juſt in time for the play in the evening. 

THz duke of Buckingham, whoſe ears were continually 
deafened with deſcriptions of lady Shrewſbury's merits, reſol- 
ved at laſt to examine into the truth of the matter himſelf : 
As ſoon as he had made the experiment, he was ſatisfied; and, 
though he fancied that fame did not exceed the truth, yet 
this intrigue began in ſuch a manner, that it was generally 
believed its duration would be ſhort, conſidering the fickle- 
neſs of both parties, and the vivacity with which they had 
engaged in 1t: nevertheleſs no amour in England ever con- 
tinued ſo long. 

Tur imprudent Killegrew, who could not be ſatisfied 
without rivals, was obliged in the end to be ſatisfied without 
a miſtreſs : This he bore very 1mpatiently; but ſo far was 
lady Shrewſbury from hearkening to, or affording any redreſs 
for the grievances at firſt complained of, that ſhe pretended 
even not to know him. His ſpirit could not brook ſuch 
treatment; and, without ever conſidering that he was the 
author of his own diſgrace, he let looſe all his abuſive elo- 
quence againit her ladythip : he attacked her with the moſt 


bitter 1nvectives from head to foot: he drew a frightful pic- 
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ture of her conduct; and turned all her perſonal charms, 
which he uſed to extol, into defects. He was privately 


warned of the inconveniencies to which theſe declamations 
might ſubject him; but deſpiſed the advice, and, perſiſting, 8 
he ſoon had reaſon to repent it. 5 


As he was returning one evening from the duke of Vork's 
apartments at St. James's, three paſſes with a ſword were 
made at him through his chair, one of which went entirely 
through his arm. Upon this, he was ſenſible of the danger 
to which his intemperate tongue had expoſed him, over and 
above the loſs of his miſtreſs. The aſſaſſins made their eſcape 
acroſs the park, not doubting but they had diſpatched him. 

KiLLEGREW thought that all complaints would be uſe- 


r 


leſs; for what redreſs from juſtice could he expect for an 
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attempt of which his wounds were his only evidence! And, 
beſides, he was convinced that if he began a proſecution 


MF 


—— 
—— 
. - 
R 
. 
r 8 > EEE, iD; 


founded upon appearances and conjectures, the parties con- 
cerned would take the ſhorteſt and moſt effectual means to 
put a ſtop to all enquiries upon the ſubject, and that 
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their ſecond attempt would not prove ineffectual. Being 
deſirous, therefore, of deſerving mercy from thoſe who had 
endeavoured to aſſaſſinate him, he no longer continued his 


ſatires, and ſaid not a word of the adventure. The duke of 
Buckingham and lady Shrewſbury remained for a long period 
both happy and contented: Never before had her conſtancy 
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been of ſo long a duration ; nor had he ever been ſo ſubmiſ- 


= ſive and reſpectful a lover. | 
[7 | Trrs continued until lord Shrewſbury, who never be- 


fore had ſhewn the leaſt uneaſineſs at his lady's miſconduct, 
thought proper to reſent this: it was public enough, indeed, 


1 but leſs diſhonourable to her than any of her former intrigues, 

7 Poor lord Shrewſbury, too polite a man to make any re- 

4 proaches to his wife, was reſolved to have redreſs for his injured 
4 honor: He accordingly challenged the duke-of Buckingham ; 
I 


and the duke of Buckingham, as a reparation for his honour, 
having killed him upon the ſpot, remained a peaceable poſſeſſor 
of this famous Helen. The public was at firſt ſhocked at 
the tranſaction ; but the public grows familiar with every 
thing by habit, and by degrees both decency, and even virtue 
itſelf, are rendered tame and overcome. The queen was at 
the head of thoſe who exclaimed againſt fo public and ſcan- 
dalous a crime, and againſt the impunity of ſuch a wicked 
act. As the ducheſs of Buckingham was a ſhort fat body, 
like her majeſty, who never had had any children, and whom 
her huſband had abandoned for another; this ſort of parallel 
in their ſituations intereſted the queen in her favour; but it 
was all in vain: no perſon paid any attention to them, the 
licentiouſneſs of the age went on uncontrolled, though the 
queen endeavoured to raiſe up the ſerious part of the nation, 
the politicians and devotees, as enemies againſt it. 
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Tun fate of this princeſs was in many caſes truly me- 


lancholy: The king indeed paid her every outward attention; 


but that was all: She eaſily perceived that the reſpect he 
entertained for her, daily diminiſhed, in proportion as the 
credit of her rivals increaſed : She ſaw that the king her 
huſband was now totally indifferent about legitimate children, 
ſince his all- charming miſtreſſes bore him others. As all the 
happineſs of her life depended upon that bleſſing, and as ſhe 
flattered herſelf that the king would prove kinder to her if 
heaven would vouchſafe to grant her deſires, ſhe had recourſe 
to all the celebrated ſecrets againſt ſterility : Pious vows, 
nine days prayers, and offerings having been tried in all 
manners, but all to no purpoſe, ſhe was at laſt obliged to 
return to natural means. | 

War would ſhe have given on this occaſion for the 


ring which archbiſhop Turpin wore on his finger, and which 
made Charlemagne run after hiin, in the ſame manner as it 


had made him run after one of his concubines, from whoſe 


finger Turpin had taken it after her death ! but it is now 
many years ſince the only taliſmans for creating love are 
the charms of the perſon beloved, and foreign enchantments 
have been looked upon as ineffectual. The queen's phyſicians, 
men of great prudence, ſagacity, and wiſdom, as they always 
are, having duly weighed and conſidered that the cold waters 
of Tunbridge had not ſucceeded in the preceding year, con- 


SES 
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cluded that it would be adviſeable for her to try the warm 
baths at Briſtol : This journey was therefore fixed for the 
next ſeaſon; and in the confidence of its proving effectual, 
this excurſion would have afforded her much pleaſure, if the 
moſt dangerous of her.rivals had not been one of the firſt 
that was appointed to attend the court. The ducheſs of 
Cleveland being then near her time, there was no uneaſineſs 


on her account : the common rules of decency required a 


little attention. The public, it 1s true, was not either more 
or leſs acquainted with the circumſtances of her ſituation, by 
the care which ſhe now took to conceal it; but her appearing 
at court in her preſent condition would have been too great 
an inſult to the queen, Miſs Stewart, more handſome than 
ever, was appointed for this excurſion, and began to make 
magnificent preparations : The poor queen durſt ſay nothing 
againſt it; but all hopes of ſucceſs immediately forſook her: 
What could the baths, or the feeble virtue of the waters, 
perform againſt charms that entirely counteracted their 
effects, either through the grief and uneaſineſs they occaſion- 
ed her, or by their ſtill more powerful conſequences ! 

Tur Chevalier de Grammont, to whom all pleaſures 
were inſipid without the preſence of Miſs Hamilton, was 
yet unable to excuſe himſelf from attending the court: The 
king delighted too much in his ſprightly converſation to leave 
him behind; and however pleaſing his company might have 
been in the ſolitude occaſioned by the abſence of the court, 
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Miſs Hamilton did not think it right to accept his offer of 
ſtaying in town, becauſe ſhe was obliged to remain there: She 
however granted him the permiſſion of writing her an account 
of any news that might occur upon the journey : He failed 
not to make uſe of this permiſſion, in ſuch a manner as 
one may imagine; and his own concerns took up ſo much 
ſpace in his letters, that there was very little room left for 
other ſubjects during his ſtay at the baths. As abſence from 
the object of his affections rendered this place inſupportable, 
he engaged in every thing that might diſſipate his impatience, 
until the happy moment of return arrived. 

Hz had a great eſteem for the elder of the e 
no leſs eſteem, and far more friendſhip for his brother, 
whom he made the confidant of his paſſion and attachment 
for his ſiſter: The Chevalier was alſo acquainted with his firſt 
engagements with his couſin Wetenhall; but being ignorant 
of the coldneſs that had interrupted a commerce ſo briſk in 
its commencement, he was ſurprized at the eagerneſs he 
ſhewed upon all occaſions to pleaſe Miſs Stewart: his aſſiduity 
appeared to the Chevalier de Grammont to exceed thoſe 
civilities and attentions that are uſually paid for the purpoſe 
of making court to the favourites of princes. He obſerved 
him more ſtrictly, and ſoon perceived that he was deeper in 
love with her than was conſiſtent either with his fortune or 
his repoſe : As ſoon as the remarks he made had confirmed 
him in theſe ſuſpicions, he reſolved. to uſe: his endeavours to 
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prevent the conſequences of an engagement pernicious in every 
reſpect ; but he waited for a proper opportunity of ſpeaking 
to him upon the ſubject. 

In the mean time the court enjoyed every kind of diver- 
ſion, in a place where amuſement is ſought with avidity. 
The game of bowls, which in France is the paſtime of 
mechanics and ſervants only, is quite the contrary in England, 
where it is the exerciſe of gentlemen, and requires both art 
and addreſs : It is only in uſe during the fair and dry part of 
the ſeaſon, and the places where it is practiſed are charming 


delicious walks called Bowling-Greens, which are little ſquare 
graſs plots, where the turf is almoſt as ſmooth and level as the 
cloth of a billiard-table. As ſoon as the heat of the day is 
over, all the company aſſemble there: They play deep, 
and ſpectators are at liberty to make what bets they pleaſe. 
True Chevalier de Grammont, long before initiated in 


the Engliſh games and diverſions, had been engaged in a horſe- 


race, in which he was indeed unſucceſsful ; but he had the 
ſatisfaction of being convinced by experience, that an Engliſh 
horſe can go twenty miles upon the high road in leſs than an 
hour : He was more fortunate at cock-fighting ; and in the 
bets he made at the Bowling-Green, the party he betted upon 
never failed to win. . 

Near all theſe places of diverſion there is uſually a 
ſort of inn, or houſe of entertainment, with a bower or arbour, 
in which are ſold all forts of Engliſh liquors, ſuch as cider, 
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mead, bottled beer, and Spaniſh wines. Here the rooks meet 
every evening to drink, ſmoke, and to try their {kill upon each 
other, or in other words, to endeavour to trick one another 
out of the winnings of the day. Theſe rooks are properly 
ſpeaking what we call capons, or prqueiirs in France, men 
who always carry money about them, to enable them to lend 
to loſing gameſters, for which they receive a gratification, 
which 1s nothing for fuch as play deep, as it 1s only two 
per cent, and the money to be repaid the next day. 

Txxst gentlemen are ſo nice in their calculations, and 
ſo particularly ſkilful in all manner of games, that no perſon 
would dare to enter the liſts with them, were they even aſ- 
ſured that no unfairneſs would be practiſed: Beſides, they 
make a vow, to win four or five guineas a day, and to be 
fatisfied with that gain: a vow which they ſeldom or never 
break. | 

Ir was in the midſt of a company of theſe rooks, that 
Hamilton found the Chevalier de Grammont, when he called 
in one evening to drink a glaſs of cider : They were playing at 
hazard ; and as he who holds the dice is ſuppoſed to have the 
advantage, the rooks did the Chevalier de Grammont that 
honor out of compliment : He had the dice in his hand when 
Hamilton came into the room. The rooks, ſecure of their 
odds, were betting againſt him at a high rate, and he took all. 

Hamulton could hardly believe his eyes, to ſee a man 
of his experience and knowledge, engaged in ſo unequal a 
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conteſt; but it was to no purpoſe that he informed him of 
his danger, both aloud in French, and in private, by ſigns; 
| he ſtill diſregarded his warnings, and the dice that bore 
Cæſar and his fortunes, performed a miracle in his favour. 
The rooks were defeated for the firſt time, but not without 
beſtowing upon him all the encomiums and praiſes of being 
a very fair and honourable player, which they never fail to 
laviſh upon thoſe whom they wiſh to engage a ſecond time; 
but all their commendations were loſt, and their hopes de- 
ceived : the Chevalier was ſatisfied with the firſt experiment. 
HAMILTON, when the king was at ſupper, related to him 

how he had found the Chevalier de Grammont raſhly engaged 
with the rooks, and in what manner he had been providen- 
tially preſerved : © Indeed, Sir, ſaid the Chevalier de Gram- 
c mont, the rooks were diſcomfited for once; and thereupon 
related the adventure to his majeſty, in his uſual way, attract- 
ing the attention of all the company, to a circumſtance 
trifling in itſelf, but rendered intereſting by his humour. 
z AFTER ſupper, Miſs Stewart, in whoſe apartment there was 
4 play, called Hamilton to her, to tell the ſtory. The Cheva- 
lier de Grammont, perceiving that ſhe attended to him with 
pleaſure, was fully confirmed in the truth of his firſt 
conjectures; and having carried Hamilton home with him 
to ſupper, they began to diſcourſe freely together as uſual: 
ce George, ſaid the Chevalier de Grammont, are you in any 
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ee want of money? I know you love play: perhaps it 
« may not be ſo favourable to you, as it is to me: We 
te are at a great diſtance from London: Here are two hun- 
tt dred guineas : take them, I beſeech you; they will do to 
te play with at Miſs Stewart's.” Hamilton, who little ex- 
pected this concluſion, was rather diſconcerted. How ! 
te at Miſs Stewart's ! Yes, in her apartments: Friend George, 
“ continued the Chevalier de Grammont, I have not yet 
* loſt my eyes: you are in love with her, and if I am not 
« miſtaken ſhe is not offended at it; but tell me how 
* you could reſolve to baniſh poor Wetenhall from your 
© heart, and ſuffer yourſelf to be infatuated with a girl, [ 
6e who perhaps after all is not worth the other, and who be- [7 


c 


* 


ſides, whatever favourable diſpoſitions ſhe may have for you, | i 
* will undoubtedly in the end prove your ruin. Faith, your 5 
* brother and you are two pretty fellows, in your choice. 
* What! can you find no other beauties in all the court to 0 


. 


6e fall in love with, except the king's two miſtreſſes! As for 
e the elder brother, I can pardon him: he only took lady 
* Caſtelmaine after his maſter had done with her, and 
c after lady Cheſterfield had diſcarded him; but, as for you, 
* what the devil do you intend to do with a creature, on 


* whom the king ſeems every day to doat with increaſing 
* fondneſs? Is it becauſe that drunken ſot Richmond has 
again come forward, and now declares himſelf one of her 
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| it 
; e profeſſed admirers? You will ſoon ſee what he will make by # 
; it: I have not forgotten what the king ſaid to me upon the 1 
4 ce ſubject.” ti 
3 * Believe me, my dear friend, there is no playing tricks 9 
I e with our maſters, 1 mean, there is no ogling their miſtreſſes. | 
3 « I myſelf wanted to play the agreeable in France, with a little 
7 * coquet, whom the king did not care about, and, you know, 
4 e how dearly I paid for it. I confeſs ſhe gives you fair play, 
J « but do not truſt to her. All the ſex feel an unſpeakable 
Þ e ſatisfaction at having men in their train, whom they care 
2 * not for, and to uſe them as their ſlaves of ſtate, merely to 
| « ſwell their equipage. Would it not be a great deal better 
2 « to pals a week or ten days incognito at Peckham with the 
| ce philoſopher Wetenhall's wife, than to have it inſerted in 
= «© the Dutch Gazette: We hear from Briſtol, that ſuch a 
1 « one is baniſhed the court on account of Miſs Stewart, and 
5 « that he is going to make a campaign in Guinea on board 
& ee the fleet that is fitting out for the expedition, under the 
E *« command of Prince Rupert.” 
1 HAMILTON, who was the more convinced of the truth of 
4 this diſcourſe, the more he con ſidered it, after muſing ſome 
4 time, appeared to wake from a dream, and addreſſing himſelf 
5 with an air of gratitude to the Chevalier de Grammont: Of 
; ce all the men in the world, my dear friend, ſaid he, you have 
7 <« the moſt agreeable wit, and at the ſame time the cleareſt 
: * judgement with reſpect to your friends: what you have 
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cc 


told me has opened my eyes: I began to ſuffer myſelf to 
be ſeduced by the moſt ridiculous illuſion imaginable, and 
to be hurried away rather by frivolous appearances, than 
any real inclination: to you I owe the obligation of 
having preſerved me from deſtruction at the very brink of 
a precipice. This 1s not the only kindneſs you have done 
me, your favours have been innumerable; and as a proof of 
my gratitude for this laſt, I will follow your advice, and go 
into retirement at my couſin Wetenhall's, to eradicate from 
my recollection every trace of thoſe chimeras which lately 
poſſeſſed my brain; but ſo far from going thither incognito, 
I will take you along with me, as ſoon as the court returns 
to London. My ſiſter ſhall likewiſe be of the party; 
for it is prudent to uſe all precautions with a man, who 
with a great deal of merit, on ſuch occaſions, is not 
over ſcrupulous, if we may credit your philoſopher. 
Do not pay any attention to that pedant, replied the 
Chevalier de Grammont : but, tell me what put it into 
your head to form a deſign upon that inanimate ſtatue 
Miſs Stewart? How the devil ſhould I know! ſaid Hamil- 
ton: you are acquainted with all her childiſh amuſements. 
The old lord Carlingford was at her apartment one even- 
ing, ſhewing her how to hold a lighted wax candle in her 


mouth, and the grand ſecret conſiſted in keeping the burn- 


ing end there a long time without its being extinguiſhed. 
I have, thank God, a pretty large mouth, and in order to 
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* out-do her teacher, I took two candles into my mouth at the 
* ſame time, and walked three times round the room without 
e their going out, Every perſon preſent adjudged me the prize 


of this illuſtrious experiment, and Killegrew maintained 


« that nothing but a lantern could ſtand in competition 
e with me. Upon this ſhe was like to die with laughing; 
* and thus was I admitted into the familiarity of her 
<« amuſements. It is impoſſible to deny her being one of the 
* moſt charming creatures that ever Was: Since the court 
ee has been in the country, I have had an hundred oppor- 
e tunities of ſeeing her, which I had not before. You know 
<« that the diſhabille of the bath is a great convenience for 
* thoſe ladies, who, ſtrictly adhering to all the rules of de- 
e corum, are yet deſirous to diſplay all their charms and at- 
ce tractions. Miſs Stewart is ſo fully acquainted with the 
ce advantages ſhe poſſeſſes over all other women, that it is 
e hardly poſſible to praiſe any lady at court for a well-turned 
* arm, and a fine leg, but ſhe is ever ready to diſpute the 
e point by demonſtration ; and I really believe, that with a 
ce little addreſs it would not be difficult to induce her 
e to ſtrip naked without ever reflecting upon what ſhe 
„ was doing. After all, a man muſt be very inſenſible to 
c remain unconcerned and unmoved on ſuch happy occaſions; 
ce and beſides, the good opinion we entertain of ourſelves 
<« is apt to make us think a woman is ſmitten, as ſoon as 


« ſhe diſtinguiſhes us by habitual familiarity, which moſt 


N 
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commonly ſignifies nothing. This is the truth of the mat- 
ter with reſpect to myſelf: my own preſumption, her beauty, 
the brilliant ſtation that ſets it off, and a thouſand kind 
things ſhe had ſaid to me, prevented me from making 


ſerious reflections; but then, as ſome excuſe for my folly, 


I muſt likewiſe tell you, that the facility I found in mak- 
ing her the tendereſt declarations by commending her, 
and her telling me in confidence a thouſand things which 
ſhe ought not to have entruſted me with, might have de- 
ceived or infatuated any other man as well as myſelf. 

« I PRESENTED her with one of the prettieſt horſes in 
England: You know what peculiar grace and elegance 
diſtinguiſh her on horſeback: The king, who, of all 
the diverſions of the chaſe, likes none but hawking, becauſe 
it 1s the moſt convenient for the ladies, went out the other 
day to take this amuſement, attended by all the beauties of 
his court: His majeſty having galloped after a falcon, 
and the whole bright ſquadron after him, the ruſtling of 
Miſs Stewart's petticoats frightened her horſe, which was 


at full ſpeed, endeavouring to come up with mine, that 


had been his companion; ſo that I was the only witneſs 
of a diſorder in her clothes, which diſplayed a thouſand 
new beauties to my view. I had the good fortune to make 
ſuch gallant and flattering exclamations upon that charm- 
ing diſorder, as to prevent her being concerned or out of 
countenance upon it: On the contrary, this ſubject of 
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my admiration has been frequently ſince the ſubject of our 
converſation, and did not ſeem to diſpleaſe her. 


* Orp lord Carlingford, and that mad fellow, Crofts, 


for I muſt now make you my general confeſſion, thoſe 


* infipid buffoons were frequently telling her ſome divert- 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


( 


© 


<c 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


ing ſtories, which paſſed pretty well with the help of 


a few old thread-bare jeſts, or ſome apiſh tricks in the 


recital, which made her laugh heartily. As for myſelf, 
who know no ſtories, and do not poſſeſs the talent of im- 
proving them by telling, if I did know any, I was often 
greatly embarraſſed when ſhe deſired me to tell her one: 
I do not know one, indeed, ſaid I, one day, when ſhe was 
teazing me on the ſubject. Invent one, then, ſaid ſhe. 
That would be ſtill more difficult, replied I; but if you 


will give me leave, Madam, I will relate to you a very 


extraordinary dream, which has, however, leſs appearance of 
truth in it, than dreams generally have: This excited her 
curioſity, which would brook no denial: I, therefore, began 
to tell her, that the moſt beautiful creature in the world, 
whom I loved to diſtraction, paid me a viſit in my ſleep. 
I then drew her own portrait, with a rapturous deſcription 
of all her beauties, adding, that this goddeſs, who came 
to viſit me with the moſt favourable intentions, did not 
counteract them by any unreaſonable cruelty. This was 
not ſufficient to ſatisfy Miſs Stewart's curioſity: I was 
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« obliged to relate every particular circumſtance of the kind- 
te neſs I experienced from this delicate phantom, to which 
« ſhe was ſo very attentive, that ſhe never once appeared 


cc ſurprized or diſconcerted at the luſcious tale: on the con- 


cc 


trary, ſhe made me repeat the deſcription of the beauty, 
which I drew as near as poſſible after her own perſon, 
and after ſuch charms as I imagined of beauties that were 
* unknown to me. 

* 'Tr1s is, in fact, the very thing that had almoſt de- 
prived me of my ſenſes: She knew very well that ſhe 
herſelf was the perſon I was deſcribing : We were alone, as 
« you may imagine, when I told her this ſtory, and my eyes 
did their utmoſt to perſuade her that it was herſelf whom 
I drew. I perceived that ſhe was not in the leaſt offended 
« at knowing this, nor was her modeſty in the leaſt alarmed 
<« at the relation of a fiction, which I might have concluded 
« in a manner ſtill leſs diſcreet if I had thought proper. 
«© This patient audience made me plunge headlong into the 
« ocean of flattering ideas that preſented themſelves to my 
« imagination. I then no longer thought of the king, nor 
« how paſſionately fond he was of her, nor of the dangers 
te attendant upon ſuch an engagement: In ſhort, I know not 
« what the devil I was thinking of; but I am very certain 
ec that, if you had not been thinking for me, I might have 
found my ruin in the midſt of theſe diſtracted viſions.“ 
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Nor long after the court returned to London; and from 
that time, ſome malevolent ſtar having gained the aſcendant, 
every thing went croſs in the empire of Love: Vexation, ſuſ- 
picions, or jealouſies firſt entered the field to ſet all hearts at 
variance; next, falſe reports, ſlander and diſputes, et 
the ruin of all. 

Tun ducheſs of Clevdlnd- had been brought to bed, 
while the court was at Briſtol ; and never before had ſhe 
recovered from her lying- in with ſuch - a- profuſion of charms. 
This made her beheve that ſhe was in a proper ſtate to retrieve 
her ancient rights over the king's heart, if ſhe had an oppor- 


tunity of appearing before him with this increaſed ſplendour. 
Her friends being of the ſame opinion, her equipage was 
prepared for this expedition; but the very, evening before 


the day ſhe had fixed on to ſet out, ſhe ſaw young Churchill, 
and was at once ſeized with a diſeaſe, which had more than 
once oppoſed her projects, and which ſhe could ere com- 
pletely get the better of. $50} | 
A man who, from an enſign in the — was ige to 
ſuch a fortune, muſt certainly poſſeſs an uncommon ſhare of 
prudence, not to be intoxicated with his happineſs. Churchill 
boaſted in all places of the new favour he had received: 


The ducheſs of Cleveland, who neither recommended to him 


circumſpection in his behaviour, nor in his converſation, did 
not ſeem to be in the leaſt concerned at his indiſcretion. 
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Thus this intrigue was become a general topic in all com- 
panies, when the court arrived in London, and occaſioned 
an immenſe number of ſpeculations and reaſonings: Some 
ſaid ſhe had already preſented him with Jermyn's penſion, 


and Jacob Hall's. falary, becauſe the merits and qualifica- 
tions of both were united in his perſon : Others maintained 
that he had too indolent an air, and too delicate a ſhape, 
long to maintain 'himfelf: in her favor; but all agreed, 
that a man who was the favourite of the king's miſtreſs, 


and brother to the duke's favourite, was in a fair way of 
-preferment, and could not fail to make his fortune. As 
à proof, the duke of York ſoon after gave him a place in 


is houſehold: This was naturally to be expected; but the 
king, who did not think that lady Cleveland's kindneſs to him 


was a ſufficient recommendation to his _ _ proper 
to forbid him the court. 

This good- natured OD began now to be rather peeviſh ; 
nor was it altogether without reaſon: he diſturbed no perſon in 
their amours, and yet others had often the preſumption to 
-encroach upon his. Lord Dorſet, firſt lord of the bed- 
-chamber, had lately debauched from his ſervice Nell Gwyn, 
the actreſs: Lady Cleveland, whom he now no longer re- 
garded, continued to diſgrace him by repeated infidelities with 
unworthy rivals, and almoſt ruined him by the immenſe 

ſums ſhe laviſned on her gallants; but that which moſt 
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ſenſibly affected him, was the late coldneſs and threats of 

Miſs Stewart. He long ſince had offered her all the ſettle- 

ments and all the titles ſne could deſire, until he had an op- 

portunity more effectually to provide for her, which ſhe had 
pretended only to decline, for fear of the ſcandal they might 
occaſion, on her being raiſed to a rank, which would attract 

the public notice; but ſince” the return of the court, ſhe had 

given herſelf other airs: Sometimes ſhe was for retiring 

from court, to appeaſe the continual uneaſineſs her preſence 

gave the queen: at other times, it was to avoid temptations, 

by which ſhe-wiſhed to inſinuate that her innocence was ſtill 

preſerved: in ſhort, the king's heart was continually diſ- 

tracted by alarms, or oppreſſed by humor and caprice. 
As he could not for his life imagine what Miſs Stewart 


wiſhed him to do, or what ſhe would be at, he thought upon 


reforming his :eſtabliſhment of miſtreſſes, to try whether 
jealouſy was not the real occaſion of her uneaſineſs. It was 


for this reaſon that, after having ſolemnly declared he would 


have nothing more to ſay to the ducheſs of Cleveland, ſince 
her intrigue with Churchill, he diſcarded, without any ex- 
ception, all the other miſtreſſes which he had in various 
parts of the town. The Nell Gwyns, the Miſs Davis's, and the 
joyous train of ſingers and dancers in his Majeſty's theatre, 
were all diſmiſſed. All theſe ſacrifices were ineffectual: Miſs 
Stewart continued to torment, and almoſt to drive the king 
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to diſtraction; but his Majeſty ſoon after found out the real 
cauſe of this coldneſs. 


This diſcovery was owing to the officious ducheſs of 


Cleveland, who ever ſince her diſgrace had railed moſt bitterly 


againſt Miſs Stewart as the cauſe of it, and againſt the king's 
weakneſs, who, for an inanimate idiot, had treated her with 
ſo much indignity. As ſome of her grace's creatures were 
{till in the king's confidence, by their means ſhe was informed 
of the king's uneaſineſs, and that Miſs Stewart's behaviour was 
the occaſion of it; and as ſoon as ſhe had found the oppor- 
tunity ſhe had ſo long wiſhed for, ſhe went directly into the 
king's cabinet, through the apartment of one of his pages called 
Chiffinch: this way was not new to her. 

Tux king was juſt returned from viſiting Miſs Stewart, in 
a very ill humour: the preſence of the ducheſs of Cleveland ſur- 
prized him, and did not in the leaſt diminiſh it : She perceiv- 
ing this, accoſted him in an ironical tone, and with a ſmile 
of indignation: * I hope, ſaid ſhe, I may be allowed to pay 
« you my homage, although the angelic Stewart had forbid 
e you to ſee me at my own houſe: I will not make uſe of 
* reproaches and expoſtulations, which would diſgrace myſelf: 
e Still leſs will I endeavour to excuſe frailties which nothing 
* can juſtify, ſince your conſtancy for me deprives me of all 
« defence, conſidering I am the only perſon you have ho- 
* noured with your tenderneſs, who has made | herſelf 
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e unworthy of it by ill conduct. I come now, therefore, 
* with no other intent than to comfort and to condole with 
e you upon the affliction and grief into which the coldneſs, or 
e new-faſhioned chaſtity of the inhuman Stewart have reduced 
« your majeſty.” Theſe words were attended by a fit of 
laughter, as unnatural and ſtrained, as it was inſulting and 
immoderate, which completed the king's impatience : He 
had, indeed, expected that ſome bitter jeſt would follow this 
preamble; but he did not ſuppoſe ſhe would have given her- 
ſelf ſuch bluſtering airs, conſidering the terms they were then 
upon; and, as he was preparing to anſwer her: © Be not 
ce offended, ſaid ſhe, that I take the liberty of laughing at the 
« groſs manner in which you are impoſed upon: I cannot 
< bear to ſee that ſuch particular affectation ſhould make you 
ce the jeſt of your own court, and that you ſhould be ridiculed 
ce with ſuch impunity. I know that the affected Stewart has 
ce ſent you away, under pretence of ſome indiſpoſition, or per- 
© haps ſome ſcruple of conſcience; and I come to acquaint 
ce you that the duke of Richmond will ſoon be with her, if 
* he is not there already. I do not deſire you to believe 
ce what I fay, ſince” it might be ſuggeſted either through 
« reſentment or envy : Only follow me to her apartment, 
« either, that no longer truſting calumny and malice, you 
« may honour her with a juſt preference, if I accuſe her 
« falſely; or if my information be true, you may no longer 
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<« be the dupe of a pretended prude, who makes you act ſo 
C unbecoming and ridiculous a part.” 

As ſhe ended this ſpeech, ſhe took him by the hand, 
while he was yet undecided, and pulled him away towards 
her rival's apartments. Chiffinch being in her intereſt, Miſs 
Stewart could have no warning of the viſit; and Babiani, who 
owed all to the ducheſs of Cleveland, and who ſerved her admi- 
rably well upon this occaſion, came and told her that the duke 
of Richmond had juſt gone into Miſs Stewart's chamber. It 


was in the middle of a little gallery, which, through a private 


door, led from the king's apartments to thoſe of his miſtreſſes: 
The ducheſs of Cleveland wiſhed him good night, as he entered 
her rival's chamber, and retired, in order to wait the ſuccefs of 
the adventure, of which Babiani, who attended the king, was 
charged to come and give her an account. 

IT was near midnight: The king in his way met 
his miſtreſſes chamber-maids, who reſpectfully oppoſed his en- 
trance, and in a very low voice whiſpered his majeſty that 
Miſs Stewart had been very ill ſince he left her; but that being 
gone to bed, ſhe was, God be thanked, in a very fine ſleep. 
* That I muſt ſee,” ſaid the king, puſhing her back, who had 
poſted herſelf in his way. He found Miſs Stewart in bed, 
indeed, but far from being aſleep : The duke of Richmond 
was ſeated at her pillow, and in all probability was leſs 
inclined to ſleep than herſelf. The perplexity of the one 
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party, and the rage of the other, were ſuch as may eaſily be 
imagined upon ſuch a ſurprize. The king, who of all men, was 
one of the moſt mild and gentle, teſtified his reſentment to 
the duke of Richmond in ſuch terms as he had never before 
uſed. The duke was ſpeechleſs, and almoſt petrified: He ſaw 
his maſter and his king juſtly irritated. The firſt tranſports 
which rage inſpires on ſuch occaſions are dangerous: Miſs 
Stewart's window was very convenient for a ſudden revenge, 
the Thames flowing cloſe beneath it: He caſt his eyes upon 
it; and ſeeing thoſe of the king more incenſed and fired with 
indignation, than he thought his nature capable of, he made a 
profound bow, and retired, without replying a ſingle word to 
the vaſt torrent of threats and menaces that were poured upon 


him. 

Miss Stewart, having a little recovered from her firſt ſur- 
prize, inſtead of juſtifying herſelf, began to talk in the moſt 
extravagant manner, and ſaid every thing that was moſt 
capable to inflame the king's paſſion and reſentment; that if 
ſhe were not allowed to receive viſits from a man of the duke 
of Richmand's rank, who came with honourable intentions, 
ſhe was a ſlave in a free country ; that ſhe knew of no en- 
gagement that could prevent her from diſpoſing of her hand 


as ſhe thought proper; but however, if this was not permitted 


her in his dominions, ſhe did not believe that there was any 
power on earth that could hinder her from going over to 


France, and throwing herſelf into a convent, to enjoy there 
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that tranquillity which was denied her in his court. The 
king ſometimes furious with anger, ſometimes relenting at her 
tears, and ſometimes terrified at her menaces, was ſo greatly 
agitated, that he knew not how to anſwer, either the nicety 
of a creature who wanted to act the part of Lucretia under his 
own eye, or the aſſurance with which ſhe had the effrontery 
to reproach him, In this ſuſpenſe love had almoſt entirely 
vanquiſhed all his reſentments, and had nearly induced him 
to throw himſelf upon his knees, and intreat pardon for the 
injury he had done her, when ſhe deſired him to retire, and 
leave her in repoſe, at leaſt for the remainder of that night, 
without offending thoſe who had either accompanied him, or 
conducted him to her apartments, by a longer viſit. This 
impertinent requeſt provoked and irritated him to the higheſt 
degree : He went out abruptly, vowing never to ſee her more, 
and paſſed the moſt reſtleſs and uneaſy night he had ever ex- 
perienced ſince his reſtoration. 


Tu next day the duke of Richmond received ordess to 
quit the court, and never more to appear before the king ; but 
it ſeems he had not waited for thoſe orders, having ſet out 
early that morning for his country-ſeat. 

Miss Stewart, in order to obviate all injurious conſtructions 
that might be put upon the adventure of the preceding night, 
went and threw herſelf at the queen's feet; where acting the 
new part of an innocent Magdalen, ſhe intreated her majeſty's 
forgiveneſs for all the ſorrow and uneaſineſs ſhe might have 
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already occaſioned her : ſhe told her majeſty that a conſtant 
and ſincere repentance had induced her to contrive all poſſible 
means for retiring from court; that this reaſon had inclined 
her to receive the duke of Richmond's addreſſes, who had 


courted her a long time; but ſince this courtſhip had cauſed 


his diſgrace, and had likewiſe raiſed a vaſt noiſe and diſturb- 
ance, which perhaps might be turned to the prejudice of her 
reputation, ſhe conjured her majeſty to take her under her 
protection, and endeavour to obtain the king's permiſſion for 
her to retire into a convent, to remove at once all thoſe 
vexations and troubles her preſence had innocently occaſioned 
at court: All this was accompanied with a proper deluge of 
tears. | | 

IT is a very agreeable ſpectacle to ſee a rival proſtrate 
at our feet, entreating pardon, and at the ſame time juſtifying 
her conduct. The queen's heart not only relented, but ſhe min- 
gled her own tears with thoſe of Miſs Stewart: After having 
raiſed her up, and moſt tenderly embraced her, ſhe promiſed 
her all manner of favour and protection, either in her marriage, 
or in any other courſe ſhe thought fit to purſue, and parted 
from her with the firm reſolution to exert all her intereſt 
in her ſupport; but being a perſon of great judgement, the re- 
flections which ſhe afterwards made, induced her to change 
her opinion. | | 

Sur knew that the king's diſpoſition was not capable of 
an obſtinate conſtancy ; She therefore judged that abſence 
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would cure him, or that a new engagement would by degrees 
entirely efface the remembrance of Miſs Stewart; and that ſince 
ſhe could not avoid having a rival, it was more deſirable ſhe 
ſhould be one who had given ſuch eminent proofs of her 
prudence and virtue: Beſides, ſhe flattered herſelf that the 
king would ever think himſelf eternally obliged to her, for 
having oppoſed the retreat and marriage of a girl, whom at 
that time he loved to diſtraction. This fine reaſoning de- 
termined her conduct. All her induſtry was employed in 
perſuading Miſs Stewart to abandon her ſchemes; and what is 
moſt extraordinary in this adventure, is, that after having 
prevailed upon her to think no more either of the duke of 
Richmond, or of a nunnery, ſhe charged herſelf with the 
office of reconciling theſe two lovers. 


IxpERED it would have been a thouſand pities if her ne- 
gociation had miſcarried: but ſhe did not ſuffer this mis- 
fortune; for never were the king's addreſſes ſo eager and paſ- 
ſionate as after this peace, nor ever better received by the 
fair Stewart. | 

His majeſty did not long enjoy the ſweets of a recon- 
ciliation, which brought him into the beſt good humour poſ- 
ſible, as we ſhall ſee. All Europe was in a profound peace, ſince 
the treaty of the Pyrenees: Spain flattered herſelf ſhe ſhould be 
able to recruit, by means of the new alliance ſhe had contracted 
with the moſt formidable of her neighbours; but deſpaired of 
being able to ſupport the ſhattered remains of a declining mo- 
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narchy, when ſhe conſidered the age and infirmities of her 
prince, or the weakneſs of his ſucceſſor : France, on the contrary, 
governed by a king indefatigable in buſineſs, young, vigilant, 
and ambitious of glory, wanted nothing but inclination to ag- 


grandize herſelf. 

IT was about this time, that the king of France, not 
willing to diſturb the tranquillity of Europe, was perſuaded 
to alarm the coaſts of Africa, by an attempt, which if it had 
even been crowned with ſucceſs would have produced little 
good ; but the king's fortune, ever faithful to his glory, 
has ſince made it appear, by the miſcarriage of the expedition 
of Gigeri, that ſuch projects only as were planned by him- 
ſelf were worthy of his attention. 

A $HoRT time after, the king of England, having reſolved 
alſo to explore the African coaſts, fitted out a ſquadron for an 
expedition to Guinea, which was to be commanded by prince 
Rupert. Thoſe, who from their own experience, had ſome 
knowledge of the country, related ſtrange and wonderful 
ſtories of the dangers attendant upon this expedition: 
that they would have to fight not only the inhabitants of 
Guinea, a helliſh people, whoſe arrows were poiſoned, and 
who never gave their priſoners better quarter than to devour 
them, but that they muſt likewiſe endure heats that were in- 
ſapportable, and rains that were intolerable, every drop of 
which was changed into a ſerpent: that if they penetrated 
farther into the country, they would be aſſaulted by 
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monſters a thouſand times more hideous and deſtructive than 
all the beaſts mentioned in the Revelations. 

Bur all theſe reports were vain and ineffectual : for ſo 
far from ſtriking terror into thoſe who were appointed to go 
upon this expedition, it rather acted as an incentive to glory, 
upon thoſe who had no manner of buſineſs in it. Jermyn 
appeared among the foremoſt of thoſe; and without reflecting 
that the pretence of his indiſpoſition had delayed the con- 
cluſion of his marriage with Miſs Jennings, he aſked the 
duke's permiſſion, and the king's conſent to ſerve in it as a 
volunteer. 

SoME time before this the infatuation which had im- 
poſed upon the fair Jennings in his favor, had begun to ſub- 
fide. All that now inclined her to this match were the 
advantages of a ſettlement. The careleſs indolence of a lover, 
who faintly paid his addreſſes to her, as it were from cuſtom 
or habit, diſguſted her; and the reſolution he had taken 
without conſulting her, appeared ſo ridiculous in him, and fo 
injurious to herſelf, that from that moment ſhe reſolved to think 
no more of him. Her eyes being opened by degrees, the ſaw the 
fallacy of the ſplendor, which had at firſt deceived her; and the 
renowned Jermyn was received according to his real merit when 
he came to acquaint her with his heroical project. There appear- 
ed ſo much indifference and eaſe in the raillery with which ſhe 
complimented him upon his voyage, that he was entirely diſ- 
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concerted, and ſo much the more ſo as he had prepared all 
the arguments he thought capable of conſoling her, upon 
announcing to her the fatal news of his departure. She told 
him, that nothing could be more glorious for him, who had 
* triumphed over the liberty of ſo many perſons in Europe, 
* than to go and extend his conqueſts in other parts of the 
« world; and that ſhe adviſed him to bring home with him 
© all the female captives he might make in Africa, in order 
eto replace thoſe beauties whom his abſence would bring to 
* the grave.” | 5 

JeRMYN was highly diſpleaſed that ſhe ſhould be capable 
of raillery in the condition he ſuppoſed her reduced to; but 
he ſoon perceived ſhe was in earneſt: She told him, that ſhe 
conſidered this farewell viſit as his laſt, and deſired him not to 
think of making her any more before his departure: 

Tarvs far every thing went well on her fide: Jermyn 
was not only confounded at having received his diſcharge 
in ſo cavalier a manner; but this very demonſtration of her 
indifference had revived, and even redoubled, all the love and 
affection he had formerly felt for her. Thus ſhe had both the 
pleaſure of deſpiſing him, and of ſeeing him more entangled 
in the chains of love than he had ever been before. This was 
not ſufficient : ſhe wiſhed ſtill farther, and very unadviſedly 
to ſtrain her reſentment. | 

Ovip's epiſtles, tranſlated into Engliſh verſe, by the 
greateſt wits at court, having lately been publiſhed, ſhe. 
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wrote a letter from a ſhepherdeſs in deſpair, addreſſed to the 
perfidious Jermyn. She took the epiſtle of Ariadne to The- 
ſeus for her model. The beginning of this letter contained, 
word for word, the complaints and reproaches of that injured 
fair to the cruel man by whom ſhe had been abandoned. 
All this was properly adapted to the preſent times and circum- 
ſtances. It was her deſign to have cloſed this piece with a 
deſcription of the toils, perils, and monſters, that awaited 
him in Guinea, for which he quitted a tender miſtreſs, who 
was plunged into the abyſs of miſery, and was overwhelmed 
with grief and deſpair; but not having had time to finiſh it, 
nor to get that, which ſhe had written, tranſcribed, in order 
to ſend it to him under a feigned name, ſhe inconſiderately 
put this fragment, written in her own hand, into her pocket, 
and {till more giddily dropped it in the middle of the court. 
Thoſe who took it up, knowing her writing, made ſeveral 
copies of it, which were circulated all over the town ; but her 
former conduct had ſo well eſtabliſhed the reputation of her 
virtue, that no perſon entertained the ſmalleſt doubt but the 
circumſtances were exactly as we have related them. Some 
time after, the Guinea expedition was laid aſide for reaſons 
that are univerſally known, and Miſs Jennings's ſubſequent 
proceedings fully juſtified her letter; for, notwithſtanding all 
the efforts and attentions Jermyn practiſed to regain her af- 
fections, ſne would never more hear of him. 
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x. Y 


BuT he was not the only man who experienced the whim- 
ſical fatality, that ſeemed to delight in diſuniting hearts, in 


order to engage them ſoon after to different objects. One 


would have imagined, that the God of Love, actuated by ſome 
new caprice, had placed his empire under the dominion of 
Hymen, and had, at the ſame time, blind-folded that God, 


in order to croſs-match moſt of the lovers whom we have 


been ſpeaking of. 
Tux fair Stewart married the Juke of Richmond; the 


melancholy heireſs; the ſprightly Temple, the ſerious Little- 
ton; Talbot, without knowing why or wherefore, took to 
wife the languiſhing Boynton: George Hamilton, under more 
favourable auſpices, married the lovely Jennings; and the Che- 
valier de Grammont, as the reward of a conſtancy he had never 
before known, and which he never afterwards practiſed, found 
Hymen and Love united in his favor, and was at laſt bleſſed 
with the poſſeſſion of Miſs Hamilton. 


F133 LS 


invincible Jermyn, a filly country-girl ; lord Rocheſter, a n Fechter m. C Mallett 
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P. 3. Bussi and St. Eure mont.] Voltaire, in the Age of Lewis XIV. 
ch. 24. speaking of that monarch, says, © even at the same time when 
he began to encourage genius by his liberality, the Count de Bussi 


was severely punished for the use he made of his: he was sent to 


the Bastile in 1664. THE AMO URS or THE GAULs was the pre- 
tence of his imprisonment; but the true cause was the song, in which 
the king was treated with too much freedom, and which, upon this oc- 
casion, was brought to remembrance to ruin Bussi, the reputed author 
of it. | 
Que Deodatus est heureux, 
De baiser ce bec amoreux, 
Qui d'une oreille a l'autre va! 
See Deodatus with his billing dear, | 
Whose amorous mouth breathes love from ear to ear! 


« His works were not good enough to compensate for the mischief they 
did him. He spoke his don language with purity ; he had some merit, 
but more conceit: and he made no use of the merit he had, but to 
make himself enemies.” Voltaire adds, © Bussi was released at the 
end of eighteen months: but he was in disgrace all the rest of his life, in 
vain protesting a regard for Lewis XIV.” Bussi died _ Of St. 
Evremont, see note on p. 99. 


a 2 


__ — 
— . 


— 


— og Ar A 222 — » 
_ — ered 
a — _ \ ol 7 A 


—— —_—_—y 
8 


4 
it 


2 ern” nn. 
— — - 1 
— 


— . Ry w eo” ng 
* a * _ 2 


iv NOT Es. 


P. 5. Louis XIII.] Son and successor of Henry IV. He began to 
reign 14th May, 1610, and died 14th May, 1643. 

Ibid. Cardinal de Ricbelieu.] Of this great minister Mr. Hume 
gives the following character. —* This man had no sooner, by supple- 
ness and intrigue, gotten possession of the reins of government, than he 
formed at once three mighty projects; to subdue the turbulent spirits 
of the great, to' reduce the rebellious Hugonots, and to curb the en- 
croaching power of the house of Austria. Undaunted and implacable, 
prudent and active, he braved all the opposition of the French princes 
and nobles in the prosecution of his vengeance; he discovered and 
dissipated all their secret cabals and conspiracies. His sovereign him- 
self he held in subjection, while he exalted the throne. The people, 
while they lost their liberties, acquired, by means of his administration, 
learning, order, discipline, and renown. That confused and inaccurate 
genius of government, of which France partook in common with other 
European kingdoms, he changed into a simple monarchy ; at the very 
time, when the incapacity of Buckingham encouraged the free spirit of 
the commons to establish in England a regular system of liberty.” 
(History of England, vol. IV. p. 232.) Cardinal Richelieu died 1642. 

Ibid. Siege of Trino.] Trino was taken 4th May, 1639. 

P. 6. Prince Thomas | Of Savoy, uncle of the reigning duke. He 
died 1656. | 

Ibid. Du Plessis Praslin. | Afterwards Marechal and Duke de Choi- 
seul. He retired from the army in 1672. Monsieur Henault, in his His- 
tory of France under that year, says, Le Marechal du Plessis ne fit pas 
cette campagne a cause de son grand age ; il dit au roi, qu'il portoit 


% 


envie à ses enfans, qui avoient l'honneur de servir sa majestẽ, que 


pour lui il souhaitoit la mort, puisqu'il n'etoit plus bon a rien: le roi 


Pembrassa, et lui dit: M. le Marechal, on ne travaille que pour ap- 
procher de la reputation que vous avex acquise; il est agreable de se re- 
poser apres tant de victoires,” | 


Ibid. Viscount Turenne.)] This great general was killed July 27, 


NOTES. v 


1675, by a cannon shot, near the village of Saltzback, in going to 
choose a place whereon to erect a battery.“ No one,” says Voltaire, 


eis ignorant of the circumstances of his death; but we cannot here re- 


frain a review of the principal of them, for the same reason that they 
are still talked of every day. It seems as if one could not too oſten 
repeat, that the same bullet which killed him, having shot off the arm of 
St. Hilaire, lieutenant general of the artillery, his son came and be- 
wailed his misfortune with many tears: but the father, looking towards 
Turenne, said, It is not I, but that great man, who should be la- 
mented.” These words may be compared with the most heroic sayings 
recorded in all history; and are the best eulogy that can be bestowed 
upon Turenne. It is uncommon under a despotic government, where 
people are actuated only by their private interests, for those who have 
served their country to die regretted by the public. Nevertheless, Tu- 


renne was lamented both by the soldiers and people; and Louvois was 


the only one who rejoiced at his death. The honours which the king 
ordered to be paid to his memory are known to every one; and that 
he was interred at St. Denis, in the same manner as the Constable du 


Guesclin, above whom he was elevated by the voice of the public, as 


much as the age of Turenne was superior to the age of the constable. 
« Turenne had not always been successful in his wars: he had been 
defeated at Mariendal, Retel, and Cambray: he had also committed 


errors, and was himself so great a man as to confess them. He never 


made great and celebrated conquests, nor ever gained those great and 
important victories, by which nations are subjected: but having al- 
ways repaired his defeats, and done a great deal with a little, he was 


regarded as the greatest general in Europe, at a time when the art of 


war was more studied and better understood than ever. Moreover, 
though he was reproached for his infidelity in the wars of the Fronde; 
though, at the age of sixty years, love made him reveal the secrets of 
the state; and though he had exercised cruelties in the Palatinate, 
which did not appear necessary; yet he had always the happiness to 
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preserve the reputation of an honest, wise, and moderate man; be- 
cause his virtues and his great abilities, which were peculiar to him- 
self, made those errors and weaknesses pardonable in him, which he 
bad in common with the rest of mankind. If he can be compared to 
any one, we presume, that among all the generals of the preceding ages, 
Gonzalvo de Cordova, surnamed the Great General, is the man whom 
he most resembles.” —The Age of Lewis XIV. ch. 11. 

P. 7. Of this number was Matta. | He died in 1674. © Matta est 
mort sans confession,”” says Madame Maintenon 1 in a letter to her bro- 
ther. Tome I. p. 67. 

P. 11. Cæsars de Vendosme. | Cæsar Duke de Vendosme, was the 
eldest son of Henry IV. by the celebrated Gabriel d' Estrees. He died 
in 1665. 

Ibid. The college of Pau. Pau vas the capital of the principality 
of Bearn, and lies on an eminence on the Gave Bearnois, being in- 
deed small and well built; and formerly the seat of a parliament, a 
bailiwick, and a chamber of accounts. In the palace here was born 
Henry IV. Exclusive of an academy of sciences and liberal arts, there 
was in it a college of Jesuits, with five convents, and two hospitals. 

P. 13. Bidache.| A principality belonging to the family of the 
Grammonts, in the province of Gascogny. 

P. 29. The Baron de Batteville.] This officer-a appears to have been 
the same person who was afterwards ambassador from Spain to the 
court of Great Britain, where, in the summer of 1660, he offended the 
French court, by claiming precedence of their ambassador, Count 
D*Estrades, on the public entry of the Swedish ambassador into Lon- 
don. On this occasion the court of France compelled its rival of Spain 
to submit to the mortifying circumstance of acknowledging the French 
Superiority. To commemorate this important victory, Lewis XIV, 
caused a medal to be struck, representing the Spanish ambassador, 
Marquis de Fuente, making the declaration to that king, © No con- 
currer con los ambassadores de Francia,” with this inscription, © Jus 


NOTES. vii 
præcedendi assertum,“ and under it, © Hispanorum excusatio coram 
xxx legatis principum, 1662.” A very curious account of the fray 
occasioned by this dispute, drawn up by Mr. Evelyn, is to be seen in 
that gentleman's article in the Biographia Britannica. Lord Claren- 
don, speaking of Baron de Batteville, says he was born in Burgundy, 
in the Spanish quarters, and bred a soldier; in which profession he was 
an officer of note, and at that time was governor of St. Sebastian's, and 


of that province. He seemed a rough man, and to have more of the 


camp, but in truth, knew the intrigues of a court better than most Spa- 
niards; and except when his passion surprised him, was wary and cun- 
ning in his negotiation. He lived with less reservation and more jol- 
lity than the ministers of that crown used to do; and drew such of the 
court to his table and conversation, who he observed were loud talkers, 
and confident enough in the king's presence, —Continuation of Claren- 
don, p. 84. 

P. 31. Madame Royale. Christina, second daughter of Henry IV. 
married to Victor Amadeus, Prince of Piedmont, afterwards Duke of 
Savoy. She seems to have been well intitled to the character here 
given of her. Keysler, in his Travels, vol. I. p. 239, speaking of a 
fine villa, called La Vigne de Madame Royale, near Turin, says, 
« during the minority under the regent Christina, both the house and 
garden were often the scenes of riot and debauchery. On this account, 
in the king's advanced age, when he was as it were inflamed with an 
external flame of religion, and with which possibly the admonitions of 
his father confessor might concur, this place became so odious to him, 
that upon the death of Madame Royale he bestowed it on the hospi- 
tal.” She died in 166g. | 

P. 33. The Marchioness de Senantes.] Lord Orford says, the fa- 
mily of Senantes still remains in Piedmont, and bears the title of Mar- 
quis de Carailles. | 
Pe. 35. La Venerie.] This place is thus described by Keysler. Tra- 
vels, vol. I. p. 235. — © The palace most frequented by the royal 
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family is LaVenerie, the court generally continuing there from the Spring 
to December. It is about a league from Turin: the road that leads to 
it is well paved, and the greatest part of it planted with trees on each 
side: it is not always in a direct line, but runs a little winding between 
fine meadows, fields, and vineyards.” After describing the palace as it 
then was, he adds“ The palace garden at present consists only of 
hedges and walks, whereas formerly it had fine water-works and grottos, 
besides the fountain of Hercules and the'temple of Diana, of which a 
description may be seen in the Nouveau Theatre de Piedmont. But 
now nothing of these remains, being gone to ruin, partly by the ra- 
vages of the French, and partly by the king's order that they should be 
demolished, to make room for something else ; but those vacuities have. 
not yet, and probably will not very soon be filled up.“ 

P. 64. The Prince de Conde. | Lewis of Bourbon, Duke d'Enguien, 
afterwards, by the death of his father in 1646, Prince de Conde. Of 
this great man Cardinal de Retz says, he was born a general, which 
never happened but to Cæsar, to Spinola, and to himself. He has 
equalled the first: he has surpassed the second. Intrepidity is one of 
the least shining strokes in his character. Nature had formed him with 
a mind as great as his courage. Fortune, in setting him out in a time 
of wars, has given this last a full extent to work in: his birth, or rather 
bis education, in a family devoted and enslaved to the court, has kept 
the first within too streit bounds. He was not taught time enough 
the great and general maxims which alone are able to form men to 
think always consistently. He never had time to learn them of himself, 
because he was prevented, from his youth, by the great affairs that fell 
unexpectedly to his share; and by the continual success he met with. 
This defect in him was the cause, that with the soul in the world the 
least inclined to evil, he has committed injuries; that with the heart of 
an Alexander, he has, like him, had his failings; that with a wonderful 
understanding, he has acted imprudently; that having all the qualities 
which the Duke Francis of Guise had, he has not served the state in 
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some occasions so well as he ought; and that having likewise all the 
qualities of the Duke Henry of Guise, he has not carried faction so far 
as he might. He could not come up to the height of his merit; which 
though it be a defect, must yet be owned to be very uncommon, and 
only to be found in persons of the greatest abilities.“ Memoirs, vol. I. 
p. 248, edit. 172g. He retired from the army soon after the death of 
Turenne to Chantilly, “from whence,” says Voltaire, © he very rarely 
came to Versailles, to behold his glory eclipsed in a place where the 
courtier never regards any thing but favour. He passed the remainder 
of his days, tormented with the gout, relieving the severity of his pains, 
and employing the leisure of his retreat, in the conversation of men of 
genius of all kinds, with which France then abounded. He was worthy 
of their conversation; as he was not unacquainted with any of those 
arts and sciences in which they shone. He continued to be admired 
even in his retreat; but at last that devouring fire, which in his youth 
had made him a hero, impetuous and full of passions, having consumed 
the strength of his body, which was naturally rather agile than robust, 
he declined before his time; and the strength of his mind decaying 
with that of his body, there remained nothing of the great Conde, 
during the last two years of his life: he died in 1686.” Age of 
Lewis XIV. chap. 11. He was aged 66 years. | 
P. 64. Battles of Lens, Norlinguen, and Fribourg.] These were 
fought in the years 1648, 1645, and 1644. | 
P. 65. The Queen.] Anne of Austria, daughter of Philip III. of Spain, 
widow of Lewis XIII. to whom she was married in 1615, and mother 
of Lewis XIV. She died in 1666. Cardinal de Retz speaks of her in 
the following terms. The queen had more than any body whom I 
ever knew, of that sort of wit, which was necessary for her not to ap- 


pear a fool to those that did not know her. She had in her more of 


harshness than haughtiness; more of haughtiness than of greatness ; 
more of outward appearance than reality; more regard to money than 
liberality; more of liberality than of self- interest; more of self-interest 
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than disinterestedness: she was more tied to persons by habit than by 
affection ; she had more of insensibility than of cruelty ; she had a bet- 
ter memory for injuries than for benefits; her intention towards piety 
was greater than her piety ; she had in her more of obstinacy than of 
firmness ; and more incapacity than of all the rest which I mentioned 
before.” Memoirs, vol. I. p. 247. 

P. 65. The policy of the minister. | Cardinal Mazarine, who during 
a few of the latter years of his life governed France. He died at Vin- 
cennes the gth of March, 1661, aged 59 years, leaving as heir to his 
name and property the Marquis de la Meilleray, who married his 
niece, and took the title of Duke of Mazarine. On his death Lewis 
XIV. and the court appeared in mourning, an honour not common, 
though Henry IV. had shewn it to the memory of Gabrielle d'Etrees. 
Voltaire, who appears unwilling to ascribe much ability to the Cardi- 
nal, takes an opportunity, on occasion of his death, to make the follow- 
ing observation.—* We cannot refrain from combating the opinion, 
which supposes prodigious abilities, and a genius almost divine, in those 
who have governed empires with some degree of success. It is not a 
superior penetration that makes statesmen; it is their character. All 
men, how inconsiderable soever their share of sense may be, see their 
own interest nearly alike. A citizen of Bern or Amsterdam, in this re- 
spect, is equal to Sejanus, Ximenes, Buckingham, Richelieu, or Maza- 
rine; but our conduct, and our enterprizes, depend absolutely on our 
natural dispositions, and our success depends upon fortune.” Age of 
Lewis XIV. chap. 5. 

P. 66. The archduke. | Leopold, brother*of the eos Ferdi- 
nand III. 

P. 67. Peronne. | A little but eng town, standing among . 
on the river Somme, in Picardy. 

Ibid. The battle of Rocroy.] This famous battle was fought and 
won 19th May, 1643, five days after the death of Lewis XIII. 

Ibid. The siege of Arras.] Voltaire observes, that it was the fortune 
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of Turenne 0 Cond to be always victorious when they fought at the 
head of the French, and to be vanquished when they commanded the 
Spaniards. This was Conde's fate before Arras, August 25, 1654, 
when he and the archduke besieged that city. Turenne attacked them 
in their camp, and forced their lines: the troops of the archduke were 
cut to pieces; and Conde with two regiments of French and Lorrainers, 
alone sustained the efforts of Turenne's army ; and while the archduke 
was flying he defeated the Marshal de Hoquincourt, repulsed the Mar- 
shal de la Ferte, and retreated victoriously himself, by covering the re- 
treat of the vanquished Spaniards. The King of Spain, in his letter to 
him after this engagement, had these words: © I have been informed: 
that every thing was lost, and that you have recovered every thing.“ 

P. 69. The Duke of York.) Priorato, in his Memoirs of Cardinal 
Mazarine, mentions other Englishmen besides the Duke of York being 
present; as Lords Gerrard, Barclay, and Jermyn, with others. Me- 
moirs, 12mo. 167g. Tome I. pt. g. p. 365. 

Ibid. Marquis de Humieres.| Lewis de Crevans, Marechal of 
France. He died 1694. Voltaire says of him, that he was the first 
who at the siege of Arras, in 1658, was served in silver in the trenches, 
and had ragouts and entremets served up to his table. 

P. 74. Montmorency.| Henry Duke of Montmorency, who was 
taken prisoner 1st September, 1632, and had his head struck off at 
Thoulouze in the month of November following. / | 

P. 79. Bapaume.] A fortified town in Artois, 3 in a barren 
country, without rivers or springs; and having an old palace, which 
gave rise to the town, with a particular governor of its own, a royal 
and forest court. In 1641 the French took it from the Spaniards. 

P. 81. Without doubt be would bave given bim some severe reply.] 
This spirit seems not always to have attended him in his transactions 
with the cardinal. On occasion of the entry of the king in 1660, 
“Le Chevalier de Grammont, Rouville, Bellefonds, and some other 


courtiers attended in the cardinal's suite, a degree of flattery which 
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astonished every body who knew him. I was informed that the Che- 
valier wore a very rich orange-coloured dress on that occasion.“ 
Lettres de Maintenon, tome I. p. 32. 

P. 82. Peter Maxarine.] Peter Mazarine was father to the cardi- 
nal. He was a native of Palermo in Sicily, which place he left in order 
to settle at Rome, where he died in the year 1654. 

P. 84. The peace of the Og This treaty was concluded 7th 
November, 1659. 

Ibid. The king's marriage. | Lewis XIV. with Mary Theresa of 
Austria. She was born 20th September, 1638, married 1st June, 1660, 
and entered Paris 26th August following. She died at Versailles goth 
July, 1683, and was buried at St. Denis. 

Ibid. The return of Prince de Conde. 11th _ See De Retz's 
Memoirs, vol. III. p. 119. 

P. 87. La Motte Houdancourt, Ae These two ladies 
at this period seem to have made a distinguished figure in the annals of 
gallantry. One of their contemporaries mentions them in these terms: 
e in this case, perhaps, I can give a better account than most people; 
as for instance, they had raised a report, when the queen-mother ex- 
pelled Madamoiselle de la Motte Agencourt, that it was on his score, 
when J am assured upon very good grounds that it was for entertain- 
ing the Marquis de Richelieu against her majesty's express command. 
This lady, who was one of her maids of honour, was a person whom I 
was particularly acquainted with; and that so much, as I was supposed 
to have a passion for her: she was counted one of the finest women of 
the court, and therefore I was not at all displeased to have it thought 
80: for except Madamoiselle de Meneville (who had her admirers) 

there was none that could pretend to dispute it.“ Memoirs of the 
Count de Rochfort, 1696. p. 210. See also —_— Louis XIV. sa 
Cour et le Regent, tome I. p. 46. 

P. 89. Exbausted themselves in festivals and rejoicings for bis re- 
turn. | Bishop Burnet confirms this account. © With the restoration of 
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the king,“ says he, © a spirit of extravagant joy spread over the nation, 


that brought on with it the throwing off the very professions of virtue 
and piety. All ended in entertainments and drunkenness, which over- 
run the three kingdoms to such a degree, that it very much corrupted all 
their morals, Under the colour of drinking the king's health, there were 
great disorders, and much riot every where : and the pretences of reli- 
gion, both in those of the hypocritical sort, and of the more honest but 
no less pernicious enthusiasts gave great advantages, as well as they 


furnished much matter, to the profane mockers of true piety.” His 


tory of bis own Times, vol. I. p. 127. 8vo. edit. Voltaire says, King 
Charles © was received at Dover by twenty thousand of his subjects, 


who fell upon their knees before him; and I have been told by some 


old men who were of this number, that hardly any of those who were 
present could refrain from tears. Age of Lewis XIV. chap. 5. 

P. 89. The Chevalier Grammont arrived about two years after the 
restoration. | Consequently about the year 1662. The king returned 
29th May, 1660. 

P. go. At his coronation. | The coronation, however, was not until 
after the deaths of the Duke of Gloucester and the Princess of Orange. 
It was celebrated 22d and 23d April, 1661, with uncommon magnifi- 
cence; the whole show, as Lord Clarendon observes, being the most 
glorious in the order and expence that had ever been seen in Eng- 
land. The procession began from the Tower, and continued so long, 
that they who rode first were in Fleet-street when the king issued from 
the Tower. The whole ceremonial took up two days. See Continua- 
tion of Clarendon, p. 29. Kennet's Register, 411. 

Ibid. The death of the Duke of Gloucester. | This event took place 


September gd, 1660. He died of the small-pox. © Though mankind,” 


as Mr. Macpherson observes, © are apt to exaggerate: the virtues of 
- princes who happen to die in early youth, their praises seem to have 
done no more than justice to the character of Gloucester. He joined 
in himself the best qualities of both his brothers: the understanding 
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and good-nature of Charles, to the industry and application of James. 
The facility of the first was in him, a judicious moderation. The ob- 
stinacy of the latter, was in Gloucester a manly firmness of mind. At- 
tached to the religion, and a friend to the constitution of his country, 
he was most regretted, when his family regarded these the least. The 
vulgar, who crowd with eminent virtues and great actions the years 
which fate denies to their favourites, foresaw future misfortunes in his 
death ; and even the judicious supposed that the measures of Charles 
might have derived solidity from his judgment and promising parts. 
The king lamented his death with all the vehemence of an affectionate 
sorrow. The Duke of York was much affected with the loss of a 
brother, whose high merit he much admired. © He was a prince,” 
says James, © of the greatest hopes, undaunted courage, admirable 
parts, and a clear understanding. He had a particular talent at lan- 
guages. Besides the Latin, he was master of the French, the Spanish, 
the Italian, and Low Dutch. He was, in short, possessed of all the na- 
tural qualities, as well as acquired accomplishments necessary to make 
a great prince. Macpberson's History of Great Britain, ch. 1. Bishop 
Burnet's character of this young prince Is also very favourable. See 
History of bis own Times, vol. I. p. 238. | 
P. 91. Princess Royal. | Mary, eldest daughter of Charles I. born 
November 4th, 1631, married to the Prince of Orange 2d May, 1641, 
who died 27th October, 1650. She arrived in England September 23d, 
and died of the small-pox December 24th, 1660, according to Bishop 
Burnet, not much lamented. © She had lived,” says that author, © in 
her widowhood for some years with great reputation, kept a decent 
court, and supported her brothers very liberally; and lived within 
bounds. But her mother, who had the art of making herself believe any 
thing she had a mind to, upon a conversation with the queen-mother 
of France, fancied the King of France might be inclined to marry her. 
So she writ to her to come to Paris. In order to that, she made an 
equipage far above what she could support. So she ran herself into 


| 

| 

| 
debt, sold all her jewels, and some estates that were in her power as her | #4 
son's guardian; and was not only disappointed of that vain expectation, | | | if! 
but fell into some misfortunes that lessened the reputation she had for- | 
merly lived in. History of bis own Times, vol. I. p. N She was 
mother of William III. | 

P. 91. The reception of the Infanta of Portugal. “The Infanta of | 
Portugal landed in May (1662) at Portsmouth. The king went thither, | 
and was married privately by Lord Aubigny, a secular priest, and almo- | 
ner to'the queen, according to the rites of Rome, in the queen's cham- 
ber; none present but the Portuguese ambassador, three more Portu- 
guese of quality, and two or three Portuguese women. What made 
this necessary was, that the Earl of Sandwich did not marry her by 
proxy, as usual, before she came away. How this happened, the duke 
knows not, nor did the chancellor know of this private marriage. The My 
queen would not be bedded, till pronounced man and wife by Sheldon, | 11 
bishop of London.” Extract 2, from King James II's Journal. Mac- 

Pberson's State Papers, vol. I. In the same collection is a curious 
letter from the king to Lord Clarendon, giving his opinion of the queen 
after having seen her. 

Ibid. The king was inferior to none.) Charles II. was born 10 
May, 1630, and died 6th February, 1684-5. His character is very 
amply detailed, and accurately depicted by George Saville, Marquis 
of Halifax, in a volume published by his grand-daughter the Countess 
of Burlington, 8vo. 1750. See also Burnet, Clarendon, and Sheffield 
Duke of Buckingham. 

Ibid. The Duke of York.] James Duke of York, afterwards King 
James IT. He was born 15th October, 1633 ; succeeded his brother 
6th February, 1684-5 ; abdicated the crown in 1688; and died 6th 
September, 1701. Bishop Burnet's character of him appears not very 
far from the truth. —*© He was,” says this writer, © very brave in his 
youth; and so much magnified by Monsieur Turenne, that till his mar- 
riage lessened him, he really clouded the king, and passed for the 
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superior genius. He was naturally candid and sincere, and a firm 
friend, till affairs and his religion wore out all his first principles and 
inclinations. He had a great desire to understand affairs: and in order 
to that he kept a constant journal of all that passed, of which he shewed 
me a great deal. The Duke of Buckingham gave me once a short but 
severe character of the two brothers. It was the more severe, because 
it was true: the king (he said) could see things if he would; and the 
duke would see things if he could. He had no true judgment, and was 
soon determined by those whom he trusted: but he was obstinate 
against all other advices. He was bred with high notions of kingly au- 
thority, and laid it down for a maxim, that all who opposed the king, 
were rebels in their hearts. He was perpetually in one amour or other, 
without being very nice in nis choice: upon which the king once said, 
he believed his brother had his mistresses given him by his priests for 
penance. He was naturally eager and revengeful: and was against the 
taking off any, that set up in an opposition to the measures of the court, 
and who by that means grew popular in the house of commons. He 
was for rougher methods. He continued many years dissembling his 
religion, and seemed zealous for the church of England. But it was 
chiefly on design to hinder all propositions, that tended to unite us 
among ourselves. He was a frugal prince, and brought his court into 
method and magnificence, for he had 100, 00 J. a year allowed him. 
He was made high admiral, and he came to understand all the con- 
cerns of the sea very particularly.“ | 

P. 92. Miss Hyde.] Miss Anne Hyde, eldest daughter of Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon. King James mentions this marriage in these 
terms. The king at first refused the Duke of York's marriage with 
Miss Hyde. Many of the duke's friends and servants opposed it. The 
king at last consented, and then the Duke of York privately married her, 
and soon after owned the marriage. Her want of birth was made up by 
endowments; and her carriage afterwards became her acquired dig- 
nity.” Again. When his sister, the princess royal, came to Paris to see 
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the queen- mother, the Duke of Vork fell in love wich Mrs. Anne 
Hyde, one of her maids of honour. Besides her person, she had all 
the qualities proper to inflame a heart less apt to take fire than his; 
which she managed so well as to bring his passion to such an height, 
that, between the time he first saw her and the winter before the king's 
restoration, he resolved to marry none but her; and promised her 
to do it: and though at first when the duke asked the king his brother 
for his leave, he refused, and dissuaded him from it; yet at last he op- 
posed it no more; and the duke married her privately, owned it some 
time after, and was ever after a true friend to the chancellor for several 
years.” Macpberson's State Papers, vol. I. 

P. 92. Her father.) Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, © for his 
comprehensive knowledge of mankind, styled the chancellor of human 
nature. His character at this distance of time, may, and ought to be 
impartially considered. His designing or blinded contemporaries heaped 
the most unjust abuse upon him. The subsequent age, when the parti- 
zans of prerogative were at least the loudest, if not the most numerous, 
smit with a work that deified their martyr, have been unbounded in 
their encomium. Catalogue of noble Authors, vol. II. p. 18. Lord 
Orford, who professes to steer a middle course, and separate his great 
virtues as a man, from his faults as an historian, acknowledges that he 
possessed almost every virtue of a minister, which could make his cha- 
racter-venerable. He died in exile in the year 1674. 

Ibid. The Duke of Ormond. | James Butler, Duke of Ormond, born 
| 19th October, 1610, and died 21st July, 1688. Lord Clarendon, in 
the Continuation of his Life observes, that“ he frankly engaged his 
person and his fortune in the king's service, from the first hour of the 
troubles, and pursued it with that courage and constancy, that when 
the king was murdered, and he deserted by the Irish, contrary to the 
articles of peace which they had made with him, and when he could 
make no longer defence, he refused all the conditions which Cromwell 
offered, who would have given him all his vast estate if he would have 
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been contented to live quietly in some of his own houses, without 
further concerning himself in the quarrel; and transported himself, 
without so much as accepting a pass from his authority, in a little 
weak vessel into France, where he found the king; from whom he 
never parted till he returned with him into England. Having thus 
merited as much as a subject can do from a prince, he had much more 
credit and esteem with the king than any other man.“ Continuation 

of the Life of Lord Clarendon, p. 4. fol. edit. Bishop Burnet says of 
him, © he was a man every way fitted for a court. Of a graceful ap- 
pearance, a lively wit, and a cheerful temper. A man of great expence; 
decent even in his vices, for he always kept up the form of religion. 
He had gone through many transactions in Ireland with more fidelity 
than success. He had made a treaty with the Irish, which was broken 
by the great body of them, though some few of them adhered still to 
him. But the whole Irish nation did still pretend, that though they 
had broke the agreement first, yet he, or rather the king, in whose name 
he had treated with them, was bound to perform all the articles of the 
treaty. He had miscarried so in the siege of Dublin, that it very 
much lessened the opinion of his military conduct. Yet his constant 


attendance on his master, his easiness to him, and his great suffering 


for him, raised him to be lord steward of the household, and lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. He was firm to the protestant religion, and so far 
firm to the laws, that he always gave good advices: but when bad ones 
were followed, he was not for complaining too much of them.” His- 
tory of bis own Times, vol. I. p. 230. 

P. 92. Dissipated without splendour an immense estate upon which 
be bad just entered. |] © The Duke of Buckingham is again one hun- 
dred and forty thousand pounds in debt ; and by this prorogation his 
creditors have time to tear all his lands to pieces.” Andrew Mar- 
vell's Works, to edit. vol. I. p. 406. 

Ibid. The Earl of St. Alban's.] Henry Jermyn, Earl of St. Alban's 
and Baron of St. Edmund's Bury. He was master of the horse to 
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Queen Henrietta, and one of the privy council to Charles II. In 


July, 1660, he was sent ambassador to the court of France, and in 


1671 was made lord chamberlain of his majesty's household. He died 
January 2d, 1683. Sir John Reresby asserts, that Lord St. Alban's 
was married to Queen Henrietta. The abbess of an English col- 
lege in Paris, whither the queen used to retire, would tell me,” says 
Sir John, © that Lord Jermyn, since St. Alban's, had the queen greatly 
in awe of him; and indeed it was obvious that he had great interest 
with her concerns; but that he was married to her, or had children by 
her, as some have reported, I did not then believe, though the thing 
was certainly so.“ Memoirs, p. 4. 


P. 93. Sir George Berkeley. | This Sir George Berkeley, as he is 


here improperly called, was Charles Berkley, second son of Sir 
Berkley, of Bruton in Gloucestershire, and was the principal favourite 
and companionof the Duke of York in all his campaigns. He wascreated 
Baron Berkley of Rathdown, and Viscount Fitzharding of Ireland, and 
Baron Bottetort and Earl of Falmouth in England, 17th March, 1664. 
He had the address to secure himself in the affections equally of the 
king and his brother at the same time. Lord Clarendon, who seems to 
have conceived, and with reason, a prejudice against him, calls him © a 
fellow of great wickedness,” and says, “ he was one in whom few other 


OF 
id 


men (except the king) had ever observed any virtue or quality, which 


they did not wish their best friends without. He was young, and of 
an insatiable ambition; and a little more experience might have taught 
him all things which his weak parts were capable of.” Clarendon's 
Life, p. 34, 267. Bishop Burnet, however, is rather more favourable. 
« Berkley,” says he, © was generous in his expence: and it was thought 
if he had outlived the lewdness of that time, and come to a more sedate 
course of life, he would have put the king on great and noble designs.” 
History, vol. I. p. 137. He lost his life in the action at Southwold 
Bay, the 2d june, 1665, by a shot, which at the same time killed Lord 


Muskerry and Mr. Boyle, as they were standing on the quarter-deck 
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near the Duke of Vork, who was covered with their blood. Lord 
Falmouth,” as King James observes, © died not worth a farthing, 
though not expensive. Macpberson's State Papers, vol. I. He was, 
however, lamented by the king with floods of tears, to the amazement 
of all who had seen how unshaken he stood on other assaults of for- 
tune.” Clarendon's Life, p. 269. 

P. 93. The Earl of Arran.) Richard Butler, Earl of Arran, fifth 
son of James Butler, the first Duke of Ormond. He was born 15th 
July, 1639, and educated with great care, being taught every thing 
Suitable to his birth, and the great affection his parents had for him. 
As he grew up, he distinguished himself by a brave and excellent dis- 
position, which determined him to a military life. When the duke his 


father was first made lord lieutenant of Ireland after the restoration, 


his majesty was pleased, by his letter dated April 23, 1662, to create 
Lord Richard, Baron Butler of Cloghgrenan, Viscount Tullogh in the 
county of Catherlough, and Earl of Arran, with remainder to his bro- 
ther. In September, 1664, he married Lady Mary Stuart, only surviv- 
ing daughter of James Duke of Richmond and Lennox, by Mary, the 
only daughter of the great Duke of Buckingham, who died in july, 
1667, at the age of eighteen, and was interred at Kilkenny. He dis- 
tinguished himself in reducing the mutineers at Carrick-Fergus, and 


behaved with great courage in the famous sea-fight with the Dutch in 


1673. In August that year, he was created Baron Butler of Weston, in 
the county of Huntingdon. He married, in the preceding June, Do- 
rothy, daughter of John Ferrars of Tamworth Castle, in Warwickshire, 
Esquite. In 1682, he was constituted lord deputy of Ireland, upon his 
father's going over to England, and held that office until August, 1684, 
when the duke returned. In the year 1686, he died at London, and 
was interred in Westminster abbey, leaving an only daughter, Char- 
lotte, who was married to Charles Lord Cornwallis. 

Ibid. The Earl of Ossory.] Thomas Earl of Ossory, eldest son of 
the first, and father of the last Duke of Ormond, was born at Kilkenny, 
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8th July, 1634. At the age of twenty-one years he had so much dis- 

tinguished himself, that Sir Robert Southwell then drew the following 

character of him. © He is a young man with a very handsome face; a 

good head of hair; well set; very good-natured ; rides the great horse 

very well; is a very good tennis-player, fencer, and dancer; under- 

stands music, and plays on the guitar and Jute; speaks French ele- 

gantly ; reads Italian fluently ; is a good historian ; and so well versed 

in romances, that if a gallery be full of pictures and hangings, he will 

tell the stories of all that are there described. He shuts up his door at 

eight o' clock in the evening, and studies till midnight; he is temperate, 

courteous, and excellent in all his behaviour.” His death was occa- 

sioned by a fever, goth July, 1680, to the grief of his family and the public. 

P. 93. The elder of the Hamiltons.] Lord Orford, in a note on this 

passage, mentions George Hamilton, and Anthony Hamilton, the au- 

thor of this present work, as the persons here .intended to be pointed : 

out; and towards the conclusion of the volume has attempted to disen- 

tangle the confusion occasioned by the want of particularly distinguish- 

ing to which of the gentlemen the several adventures belong in which 

their name occurs. The elder Hamilton, however, here described, was 

I conceive neither George nor Anthony, but James Hamilton, their bro- 

ther, eldest son of Sir George Hamilton, fourth son of the Earl of Aber- 

corn, by Mary Butler, third sister to James the first Duke of Ormond. 

This gentleman was a great favourite with King Charles IT. who made 

him a groom of his bedchamber and colonel of a regiment. In an en- 

gagement with the Dutch he had one of his legs taken off by a cannon. F. Web. AV. Reguat, RS. Tune], 

ball, of which wound he died 6th June, 1673, soon after he was er een Cie. i, Sb.) 

brought home, and was buried in Westminster abbey. George Hamil- 

ton was afterwards knighted, made a count in France, and mareschal 

du camp in that service. He married Miss Jennings, hereaſter men- U. 
tj tioned, and died, — to * in 16675 _— issue by her 1 re hin. der Man, fn. b. ff 
% Kees _ hol] 5 N 5 ö Far Slain tn the. wars * 14 
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Leicester, and brother of the famous Algernon Sydney, who was be- 
headed. This is Lord Orford's account; though, on less authority, I 
Should have been inclined to have considered Henry Sydney, his 
younger brother, who was afterwards created Earl of Rumney, and 
died 8th April, 1704, as the person intended. There are some circum- 
Stances which seem particularly to point to him. Burnet, speaking of 
him, says, he was a graceful man, and bad lived long in the court, 
where be had some adventures that became very public: He was a man 
of a sweet and caressing temper, had no malice in his heart, but too 
great a love of pleasure. He had been sent envoy to Holland in the 
year 1679, where he entered into such particular confidences with the 
prince, that he had the highest measure of his trust and favour that any 
Englishman ever had. History of bis own Times, vol. II. p. 494. 

In the Essay on Satire, by Dryden and Howard, he is spoken of in 
no very decent terms. 


« And little Syd. for simile renown'd, 
Pleasure has always sought, but never found : 
Though all his thoughts on wine and women fall, 
His are $0 bad, sure he ne'er thinks at all. 
The flesh he lives upon is rank and strong; 
His meat and mistresses are kept too long. 
But sure we all mistake this pious man, 

Who mortifies his person all he can: 

What we uncharitably take for sin, 

Are only rules of this odd capuchin; 

For never hermit, under grave pretence, 

Has liv'd more contrary to common sense.“ 


Robert Sydney died at Penshurst, 1674. .... 

P. 94. The queen-dowager his mistress Md not over 3 in 
France.] To what a miserable state the queen was reduced may be 
seen in the following extract from De Retz. Four or five days before 
the king removed from Paris, I went to visit the Queen of England, 
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whom J found in her daughter's chamber, who hath been since Duchess 
of Orleans. At my coming in she said,“ You see I am come to keep 
Henrietta company. The poor child could not rise to-day for want of 
a fire. The truth is, that the cardinal for six months together had not 
ordered her any money towards her pension, that no trades- people 
would trust her for any thing; and that there was not at her lodgings 
in the Louvre one single billet. You will do me the justice to sup- 
pose that the Princess of England did not keep her bed the next day 
for want of a faggot; but, it was not this which the Princess of 
Condé meant in her letter. What she spoke about was, that some 
days after my visiting the Queen of England, I remembered the con- 
dition I had found her in, and had strongly represented the shame 
of abandoning her in that manner, which caused the parliament to 
send 40,000 livres to her majesty. Posterity will hardly believe that 
a Princess of England, grand-daughter of Henry the Great, hath 
wanted a faggot, in the month of January, to get out of bed in the 
Louvre, and in the eyes of a French court. - We read in histories with 
horror of baseness less monstrous than this; and the little concern I 
have met with about it in most people's minds, has obliged me to make, 
I believe, a thousand times this reflection : that examples of times past 
move men beyond comparison more than those of their own times. 
We accustom ourselves to what we see; and I have sometimes told 
you, that I doubted whether Caligula's horse being made a consul 
would have surprised us so much as we imagine.” Memoirs, vol. I. 
P. 261. | 
P. 94. Jermyn.] Henry Jermyn, younger son of Thomas, elder yl hot « hot. o an + 
brother of the Earl of St. Alban's. He was created Baron Dover in Lees 449. 
1685, and died without children at Cheveley in Cambridgeshire, April 
6th, 1708. His corpse was carried to Bruges in Flanders, and buried in 
the monastery of the Carmelites there. St. Evremont, who visited Mr. 
Jermyn at Cheveley says,“ we went thither, and were very kindly re- 
ceived by a person, who, though he has taken his leave of the court, has 


© - 
.—- 
. 
1 
9 
T 
45 
1 
i 
44H 
” 
* | 4 
03 
38S 
$ - 
« FX 
* 
EY, 
[8 
+4 
p 
#4 
e 


. 
112 

" 
vio 

q 


xxiv NOTES. ' 


carried the civility and good taste of it into the country,” St. Evre. 
mont's Works, vol. II. p. 223. | 

P. 95. The princess royal was the first who was taken with bim.] 
It was suspected of this princess to have had a similar engagement with 
the Duke of Buckingham, as the queen with Jermyn, and that was the 
cause she would not see the duke on 1 his second voyage to Holland, in 
the year 1682. 5 

Ibid. The Countess of C Castlenidind, ].'T This lady, who makes so dis- 
tinguished a figure in the annals of infamy, was Barbara, daughter and 
heir of William Villiers, Lord Viscount Grandison of the kingdom of 
Ireland, who died in 1642, in consequence of wounds received at the 
battle of Edge-hill. She was married, just before the restoration, to 
Roger Palmer, Esq. then a student in the Temple, and heir to a con- 
siderable fortune. In the 1gth year of King Charles II. he was created 
Earl of Castlemaine in the kingdom of Ireland. She had a daughter, 
born in February, 1661, while she cohabited with her husband; but 
Shortly after she became the avowed mistress of the king, who conti- 
nued his connection with her until about the year 1672, when she was 
delivered of x daughter, which was supposed to be Mr. Churchill's, 
afterwards Duke of Marlborough, and which the king disxavowed. Her 
gallantries were by no means confined to one or two, nor were they 
unknown to his majesty. In the year 1670, she was created Baroness 
of Nonsuch in Surrey, Countess of Southampton, and Duchess of 
Cleveland during her natural life, with remainder to Charles and 
George Fitzroy, her eldest and third son, and their heirs male. In 
July, 1705, her husband died, and she soon after married a man of des- 
perate fortune, known by the name of Handsome Fielding, who behav- 
ing in a manner unjustifiably severe towards her, she was obliged to 
have recourse to law for her protection. Fortunately it was discovered 
that Fielding had already a wife living, by which means the duchess 
was enabled to free herself from his authority. She lived about two 
years afterwards, and died of a dropsy on the gth of October, 170g, 
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in her 6gth year. Bishop Burnet says, “ she was a woman of great 
beauty, but most enormously vicious and ravenous; foolish, but im- 
perious ; very uneasy to the king, and always carrying on intrigues 
with other men, while yet she pretended she was jealous of him. His 
passion for her, and her strange behaviour towards him, did so dis- 
order him, that often he was not master of himself, nor capable of 
minding business, which in so critical a time required great application.” 
History of bis own Times, vol. I. p. 129. 

Ibid. Lady Shrewsbury.] Anna Maria, Countess of Shrewsbury, 
eldest daughter of Robert Brudenel, Earl of Cardigan, and wife of 
Francis, Earl of Shrewsbury, who was killed in a duel by George, 


Duke of Buckingham, March 16th, 1667. She afterwards re-married ibs. 4-4 


with George Rodney Bridges, Esq. second son of Sir Thomas Bridges, 
of Keynsham, in Somersetshire, Knt. and died April 20th, 1702. By 
her second husband she had one son, George Rodney Bridges, who died 
in 1751. This woman is said to have been so abandoned, as to have 


held, in the habit of a page, her gallant, the duke's horse, while he 


fought and killed her husband; after which she went to bed with him, 
Stained with her husband's blood. 


P. 96. The Miss Brooks. | One of these ladies married Sir John he oK 


Denham, and is mentioned hereafter. 

Ibid. The new Queen gave but little additional brilliancy to the 
court.) Lord Clarendon confirms in some measure this account: 
“There was a numerous family of men and women, that were sent 
from Portugal, the most improper to promote that conformity in the 
queen, that was necessary for her condition and future happiness, that. 
could be chosen: the women, for the most part, old and ugly and proud, 
incapable of any conversation with persons of quality and aliberal edu- 
cation. And they desired, and indeed had conspired, so far to possess 
the queen themselves, that she should neither learn the English lan- 
guage, nor use their habit, nor depart from the manners and fashions 
of her own country in any particulars; which resolution,“ they told, 
« would be for the dignity of Portugal, and would quickly induce the 
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English ladies to conform to her majesty's practice. And this imagi- 
nation had made that impression, that the taylor who had been sent 
into Portugal to make her clothes, could never be admitted to see her, 
or receive any employment. Nor when she came to Portsmouth, and 
found there several ladies of honour and prime quality to attend her in 
the places to which they were assigned by the king, did she receive any 
of them till the king himself came; nor then with any grace, or the li- 
berty that belonged to their places and offices. She could not be per- 
suaded to be dressed out of the wardrobe that the king had sent to her, 
but would wear the clothes which she had brought, until she found 
that the king was displeased, and would be obeyed; whereupon she 
conformed, against the advice of her women, who continued their opi- 
niatrety, without any one of them receding from their own mode, which 
exposed them the more to reproach.” Continuation of Clarendon's 
Life, p. 168. In a short time after their arrival in England, they were 
ordered back to Portugal. 

P. 97. Katherine of Braganza was far from appearing with splen- 
dour in the charming court where sbe came to reign; however in the 
end she was pretty successful. | Lord Clarendon says, © the queen 
had beauty and wit enough to make herself agreeable to him (the king); 
and it is very certain, that at their first meeting, and for some time after, 
the king had very good satisfaction in her..“ Though she was of 
years enough to have had more experience of the world, and of as much 
wit as could be wished, and of a humour very agreeable at some sea- 
sons; yet she had been bred according to the mode and discipline of 
her country, in a monastery; where she had only seen the women who 
attended her, and conversed with the religious who resided there; and 
without doubt, in her inclinations, was enough disposed to have been 
one of that number. And from this restraint she was called out to be 
a great queen, and to a free conversation in a court that was to be upon 
the matter new formed, and reduced from the manners of a licentious 
age, to the old rules and limits which had been observed in better times; 
to which regular and decent conformity, the present disposition of men 
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or women was not enough inclined to submit, nor the king enough 
disposed to exact.” Continuation of Lord Clarendon's Life, p. 167. 
After some struggle, she submitted to the king's licentious con- 
duct, and from that time lived upon easy terms with him, until his 
death. On the goth of March, 1692, she left Somerset House, her 
usual residence, and retired to Lisbon, where she died gist December 
1705, N. S. 

P. 97. This princess.] © The Duchess of York,” says Bishop Bur- 
net, © was a very extraordinary woman. She had great knowledge, 
and a lively sense of things. She soon understood what belonged to 
a princess; and took state on her rather too much. She writ well; and 
had begun the duke's life, of which she shewed me a volume. It was 
all drawn from his journal; and he intended to have employed me in 
carrying it on. She was bred in great strictness in religion, and prac- 
tised secret confession.— Morley told me he was her confessor. She 
began at 12 years old; and continued under his direction till, upon 
her father's disgrace, he was put from the court. She was generous and 
friendly; but was too severe an enemy.” History of bis own Times, 
vol. I. p. 237. She was contracted to the duke at Breda, November 
24th, 1659; and married at Worcester House, gd September, 1660, 
in the night, between eleven and two, by Dr. Joseph Crowther, the 
duke's chaplain; the Lord Ossory giving her in marriage. Kennet's 
Register, p. 246. She died g1st March, 1671, having previously ac- 
knowledged herself to be a Roman Catholic.—See also her character 
by Bishop Morley. Kennet's Register, p. 385. 390. 

Ibid. The queen-dowager returned after the marriage of the prin- 
cess royal. ] Queen Henrietta Maria arrived at Whitehall, 2d Novem- 
ber, 1660, after nineteen years absence. She was received with ac- 
clamations; and bonfires were lighted on the occasion both in London 
and Westminster. She returned to France with her daughter, the 
princess Henrietta, 2d January, 1660-1. She arrived again at Green- 
wich, 28th July, 1662; and continued to keep her court in England 
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until July, 1665, when she embarked for France, “ and took so many 
things with her,” says Lord Clarendon, © that it was thought by many 
that she did not intend ever to return into England. Whatever her in- 
tentions at that time were, she never did see England again, though she 
lived many years after.” Continuation of Clarendon's Life, p. 263. 
She died at Colombe, near Paris, in August, 1669 ; and her son, the 
Duke of York, pronounces this eulogium on her: © She excelled in all 
the good qualities of a good wife, of a good mother, and a good Chris- 
tian. Macpherson's original Papers, vol. I. 

P. 99. St. Evremond.] Charles de St. Dennis, Seigneur de St. Evre- 
mond, was born at St. Denis le Guast, in Lower Normandy, on the 1st 
of April, 1613. He was educated at Paris with a view to the profes- 
sion of the law; but he early quitted that pursuit, and went into the 
army, where he signalized himself on several occasions. At the time 
of the Pyrenean treaty, he wrote a letter censuring the conduct of Car- 
dinal Mazarine, which occasioned his being banished France. He first 
took refuge in Holland; but in 1662 he removed into England, where 
he continued, with a short interval, during the rest of his life. In 1675, 
the Duchess of Mazarine, came to reside in England; and with her St. 
Evremond passed much of his time. He preserved his health and 
cheerfulness to a very great age; and died gth of September, 1703, 
aged ninety years, five months, and twenty days. His biographer, 
Monsieur Des Maizeaux, describes him thus: M. de St. Evremond, 
had blue, lively, and sparkling eyes, a large forehead, thick eye-brows, 
a handsome mouth, and a sneering physiognomy. Twenty years be- 
fore his death, a wen grew between his eye-brows, which in time in- 
creased to a considerable bigness. He once designed to have it cut 
off, but as it was no ways troublesome to him, and he little regarded 
that kind of deformity, Dr. Le Fevre advised him to let it alone, lest 
such an operation should be attended with dangerous symptoms in a 
man of his age. He would often make merry with himself on account 
of his wen, his great leather cap, and grey hair, which he chose to wear 
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rather than a periwig.” St. Evremond was a kind of Epicurean phi- 
losopher, and drew his own character in the following terms, in a letter 
to Count de Grammont. He was a philosopher, equally removed 
from superstition and impiety; a voluptuary, who had no less aversion 
from debauchery than inclination for pleasure; a man, who had never 
felt the pressure of indigence, and who had never been in possession of 
affluence: he lived in a condition despised by those who have every 
thing, envied by those who have nothing, and relished by those who 
make their reason the foundation of their happiness. When he was 
young, he hated profusion, being persuaded that some degree of wealth 
was necessary for the conveniences of a long life: when he vas old, he 
could hardly endure economy, being of opinion, that want is little to be 
dreaded when a man has but little time left to be miserable. He was 
well pleased with nature, and did not complain of fortune. He hated 
vice, was indulgent to frailties, and lamented misfortunes. He sought 
not after the failings of men with a design to expose them; he only 
found what was ridiculous in them for his own amusement: he had a 
secret pleasure in discovering this himself; and would, indeed, have 
had a still greater in discovering this to others, had he not been checked 
by discretion. Life, in his opinion, was too short to read all sorts of 
books, and to burden one's memory with a multitude of things, at the 
expence of one's judgment. He did not apply himself to the most 
learned writings, in order to acquire knowledge; but to the most ra- 
tional, to fortify his reason. He sometimes chose the most delicate, to 
give delicacy to his own taste; and sometimes the most agreeable, to 
give the same to his own genius. It remains that he should be described, 
such as he was, in friendship and in religion. In friendship he was more 
constant than a philosopher, and more sincere than a young man of 
good nature without experience. With regard to religion, his piety 
consisted more in justice and charity, than in penance or mortification. 
He placed his confidence in God, trusting in his goodness; and hoping 
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that in the bosom of his providence, he should find his repose and his 
felicity.”—He was buried in Westminster abbey. 

P. 102. D'Olonne.] Mademoiselle de la Loupe, who is mentioned 
in De Retz's Memoirs, vol. III. p. 95. She married the Count 
d'Olonne, and became famous for her gallantries, of which the Count 
de Bussi speaks so much, in his © History of the Amours of the Gauls.” 
Her maiden name was Catherine Henrietta d'Angennes, and she was 
daughter to Charles d' Angennes, Lord of la Loupe, Baron of Amber- 
ville, by Mary du Raynier. There is a long character of her by St. 
Evremond, in his works, vol. I. p. 17. The same writer, mentioning 
the concern of some ladies for the death of the Duke of Candale, says 
« But his true mistress (the Countess d'Olonne) made herself famous 


by the excess of her affliction; and had, in my opinion, been happy, if 


She had kept it on to the last: one amour is creditable to a lady; and 
I know not whether it be not more advantageous to their reputation 
than never to have been in love.” St. Evremond's Works, vol. II. 
P- 24- | | 

Ibid. The Countess de Fiesque.] This lady seems to have been the 
wife of Count de Fiesque, who is mentioned by St. Evremond, as 
« fruitful in military chimeras ; who, besides the post of lieutenant-ge- 
neral, which he had at Paris, obtained a particular commission for the 
beating up of the quarters, and other rash and sudden exploits, which 
may be resolved upon whilst one 1s singing the air of La Barre, or dan- 
cing a minuet. St. Evremond's Works, vol. I. p. 6. The Count's name 
occurs very frequently in De Retz's Memoirs. 

P. 104. Mr. Jones, afterwards Earl of Ranelagb.] Richard, the 
first Earl of Ranelagh, was member of the English house of commons, 
and vice-treasurer of Ireland, 1674. He held several offices under King 
William and Queen Anne, and died 5th January, 1711. Bishop Bur- 
net says,“ Lord Ranelagh was a young man of great parts, and as great 
vices; he had a pleasantness in his conversation that took much with 
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the king, and had a great dexterity in business.“ History of bis OWN 
Times, vol. I. p- 373- 


P. 104. Mrs. Middleton.) Mrs. Jane Middleton, according to Mrs. 4.0 e Neelham ToulgnlltÞ 193, 


Granger, was a woman of small fortune, but great beauty.—Her por- . 
trait is in the gallery at Windsor. 

Ibid. Amongst the queen's maids of bongur there was one called 
Warmestre.] Lord Orford observes, that there is a family of the name 
of Warminster settled at Worcester; of which five persons are inter- 
red in the cathedral. One of them was dean of the church, and his 
epitaph mentions his attachment to the royal family. Miss Warminster, 
however, was probably only a fictitious name : the last Earl of Arran, 


who lived only a short time after the period these transactions are sup- 


posed to have happened, asserted, that the maid of honour here spoken 
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of, was Miss Mary Kirk, sister of the Countess of Oxford; and who, Lad Oxford was L, of george Rr 


three years after she was driven from court, married Sir Thomas Ver- 
non, under the supposed character of a widow. It was not improbable 
she then assumed the name of Warminster. In the year 1669, the fol- 
lowing is the list of the maids of honour to the queen: 1. Mrs. Simona 
Carew. 2. Mrs. Catherine Bainton. 3. Mrs. Henrietta Maria Price. 
4. Mrs. Winifred Wells. The lady who had then the office of mother 
of the maids was Lady Saunderson. See Chamberlayne's Anglia Noti- 
tia, 1669, p. 301. 

P. 106. Miss Stewart.] Frances, W of Richmond, daughter 
of Walter Stewart, son of Walter, Baron of Blantyre, and wife of Charles 
Stewart, Duke of Richmond and Lenox. A lady of exquisite beauty, if 
justly represented in a puncheon made by Roettiere, his majesty's en- 
graver of the mint, in order to strike a medal of her, which exhibits the 
finest face that perhaps was ever seen. The king was supposed to be 
desperately in love with her, and it became common discourse, that there 
was a design on foot to get him divorced from the queen, in order to 
marry this lady. Lord Clarendon was thought to have promoted the 
match with the Duke of Richmond, thereby to prevent the other de- 
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Sign, which he imagined would hurt the king's character, embroil his 
affairs at present, and entail all the evils of a disputed succession on the 
nation. Whether he actually encouraged the Duke of Richmond's 
marriage, doth not appear; but it is certain that he was so strongly 
possessed of the king's inclination to a divorce, that even after his dis- 
grace he was persuaded the Duke of Buckingham had undertaken to 
carry that matter through the parliament. It is certain too that the king 
considered him as the chief promoter of Miss Stewart's marriage, and 
resented it in the highest degree. The ceremony took place privately, 
and it was publicly declared in April, 1667. From one of Sir Robert 
Southwell's dispatches, dated Lisbon, December r, 1667, it appears 
that the report of the queen's intended divorce had not then subsided 
in her native country. History of the Revolutions of Portugal, 1740, 
p. 352. The Duchess became a widow in 1672, and died October 
15th, 1702. See Burnet's History, Ludlow's Memoirs, and Carte's 
Life of the Duke of Ormond. A figure in wax of this duchess is still 
to be seen in Westminster abbey. 

P. 104. Mrs. Hyde.] Theodosia, daughter of Arthur, Lord n 
first wife of Henry Hyde, the second Earl of Clarendon. 

P. 108. Jacob Hall, the famous rope-dancer.] * There was a sym- 
metry and elegance, as well as strength and agility in the person of Jacob 
Hall, which was much admired by the ladies, who regarded him as a due 
composition of Hercules and Adonis. The open-hearted Duchess of 
Cleveland was said to have been in love with this rope-dancer, and 
Goodman the player at the same time.— The former received a salary 
from her grace.” Granger, vol. II. part 2. p. 461. In reference to 
the connection between the duchess and the rope-dancer, Mr. Pope in- 


troduced the following lines into his“ Sober Advice from Ho- 
race: 


« What push'd poor E-—s on th' imperial whore ? 
*T was but to be where Charles had been before. 
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The fatal steel unjustly was apply'd, 
When not his lust offended, but his pride: 
Too hard a penance for defeated sin, 
Himself shut out, and Jacob Hall let in.“ 
P. 109. Thomas Howard, brother to the Earl of Carlisle. | Thomas 
Howard, fourth son of Sir William Howard. He married Mary, 
Duchess of Richmond, daughter of George Villiers, Duke of Buck- 


ingham; and died 1678. See Mad. Dunois' Memoirs of the Englisb 


Court, 8vo. 1708. 

Ibid. Spring Gardens.] This place appears, from the description of its 
situation in the following extract, and in some ancient plans, to have been 
near Charing Cross; probably where houses are now built, though still re- 
taining the name of gardens. The entertainments usually to be met with 
there, are thus described by a contemporary writer: © the manner is, as 
the company returns (i. e. from Hyde Park), to alight at the Spring Gar- 
den, so called in order to the parke, as our Thuilleries is to the course: 
the inclosure not disagreeable, for the solemness of the grove, the war- 
bling of the birds, and as it opens into the spacious walks at St. Fames's; 
but the company walk in it at such a rate, you would think all the la- 

dies were so many Atalantas contending with their wooers; and, my 
lord, there was no appearance that I should prove the Hippomenes, 
who could with much ado keep pace with them: but as fast as they 
run, they stay there so long as if they wanted not time to finish the race; 
for it is usual here to find some of the young company till midnight ; 
and the thickets of the garden seem to be contrived to all advantages 
of gallantry ; after they have refreshed with the collation which is here 
seldom omitted at a certain cabaret, in the middle of this paradise ; 
where the forbidden fruits are certain trifling tarts, neats* tongues, sa- 
lacious meats, and bad Rhenish, for which the gallants pay sauce, as 
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England, 12mo. 1659, p. 56, written, it is said, by John Evelyn, Esq. 
Spring Garden is the scene of intrigue in many of our comedies of this 
period. | 

P. 111. This was Montagu. ] Ralph Montagu, second son of Ed- 


ward, Lord Montagu. He was master of the horse to the queen, and 


in 1669 was sent ambassador extraordinary to France; on his return 
from whence, in January, 1672, he was sworn of the privy council. 
He afterwards became master of the great wardrobe; and was sent a 
second time to France. He took a very decided part in the prosecu- 
tion of the Popish plot, in 1678; but on the sacrifice of his. friend, 
Lord Russel, he retired to Montpelier during the rest of King Charles's 
reign. He was active at the Revolution; and soon after created 
Viscount Monthermer, and Earl of Montagu. In 1705, he became 
Marquis of Monthermer, and Duke of Montagu. He died 7th March, 
1709, in his 73d year, leaving behind him the character of a very in- 
dulgent parent, a kind and bountiful master, a very hearty friend, a 
noble patron of men of merit, anda true assertor of English liberty. 
P. 113. Miss Hamilton:] Elizabeth, sister of the author of these 
Memoirs, and daughter of Sir George Hamilton, fourth son of James, 
the first Earl of Abercorn, by Mary, third daughter of Thomas, Viscount 
Thurles, eldest son of Walter, eleventh Earl of Ormond, and sister to 


James, the first Duke of Ormond. She married Philibert, Count off 


Grammont, the hero of these Memoirs, by whom she had two daugh- 


ters: Claude Charlotte married, gd April, 1694, to Henry, Earl off 


Stafford; and another, who became superior, or abbess, of the Chano- 
nesses in Lorain. alp. Lett. fl. aba. 3. 50 Can. Lets x. , vob 

P. 116. Lady Muskerry. | Lady — Sole child of Ulick; 
fifth Earl of Clanricarde, by Lady Anne Compton, daughter of Wil- 
liam, Earl of Northampton. She was three times married: 1. to Charles, 
Lord Viscount Muskerry; who lost his life in the great sea fight with 
the Dutch, 3d June, 1665. 2. In 1676, to Robert Villiers, called 
Viscount Purbeck, who died in 1685. 3. To Robert Fielding, Esq. 
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She died in August, 1698. Lord Orford, by mistake, calls her Eliza- 
beth, daughter of the Earl of Kildare. (See Note on p. 297.) 

P. 116. Miss Blague.] It appears by Chamberlayne's Anglia No- 
tia, 1669, that this lady, or perhaps her sister, continued one of the 
duchess's maids of honour at that period. The list, at that time, was 
as follows: 1. Mrs. Arabella Churchill. 2. Mrs. Dorothy Howard. 
3. Mrs. Anne Ogle. 4. Mrs. Mary 8 The mother of the 
maids then, was Mrs. Lucy Wise. Miss Blague performed the part of Tk was Margaiet B. cg. Torge dee g. ns 
Diana, in Crown's Calisto, acted at court in 1675; and was then Styled 
late maid of honour to the queen. Lord Orford, however, it should be 
observed, calls her Henrietta Maria, daughter of Col. Blague. It appears 
She became the wife of Sir Thomas Yarborough of Snaith, in Vorkshire. 
She was also, he says, sister of the wife of Sydney, Lord Godolphin. 
That nobleman married, according to Collins, in his Peerage, Margaret, 
at that time maid of honour to Katherine, Queen of England, fourth 
daughter, and one of the co-heirs of Thomas Blague, Esq. groom of 
the bed-chamber to Charles I. and Charles II. colonel of a regiment - 
of foot, and governor of Wallingford, during the civil wars; and go- 
vernor of Yarmouth, and Landguard Fort, after the Restoration. 

P. 120. Prince Rupert.] -Grandson of James the First, whose ac- 
tions during the civil wars are well known. He was born 19th Dec. 
1619, and died at his house in Spring Gardens, Nov. 22, 1682. Lord 
Clarendon says of him, that“ He was rough and passionate, and loved 
not debate; liked what was proposed, as he liked the persons who pro- 
posed it; and was so great an enemy to Digby and Colepepper, who 
were only present in the debates of the war with the officers, that he 
crossed all they proposed. History of the Rebellion, vol. II. 554. 
He is supposed to have invented the art of metzotinto. (See note 
on p. 297.) 

Ibid. Lord Thanet.] This nobleman, I believe, was John Tufton, 
second Earl of Thanet, who died 6th May, 1664. Lord Orford, however, 
imagines him to have been Nicholas Tufton, the third Earl of Thanet, 
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his eldest son, who died 24th Nov. 1679. Both these noblemen suf- 
fered much for their loyalty. 

P. 121. Young wild boars' eyes. | Marcassin is French for a wild 
boar : the eyes of this creature being remarkably small and lively, from 
thence the French say, Des yeux marcassins,“ to signify little, though 
roguish eyes; or, as we say, Pigs* eyes. 

P. 124. Miss Price, one of the maids of honour to the Duchess.] 
Our author's memory here fails him: Miss Price was maid of honour 


a Lady Price, a fine woman, who was daughter of Sir Edmund War- 
cup; concerning whom, see Wood's Fasti Oxon. II. 184. Her fa- bi 


ther had the vanity to think that Charles II. would marry her, though 
he had then a queen. There were letters of his wherein he mentioned, 
that © his daughter was one night and tother with the king, and very 
graciously received by him.” History of England, vol. IV. p. 338. 

Ibid. Duncan.) I believe this name should be written Dongan. 
Lord Orford says, of this house were the ancient Earls of Limerick. 
(See note on p. 233.) | 

P. 128. Duchess of Newcastle. | This fantastic lady, as Lord Or- 
ford properly calls her, was the youngest daughter of Sir Charles Lu- 
cas; and had been one of the maids of honour to Charles the First's 
queen, whom she attended when forced to leave England. At Paris 
She married the Duke of Newcastle, and continued in exile with him 
until the Restoration. After her return to England, she lived entirely 
devoted to letters, and published many volumes of plays, poems, let- 
ters, &c. She died in 1673; and was buried in Westminster abbey. 
Lord Orford says, there is a whole length of this duchess at Welbeck, 
in a theatric dress, which, tradition says, she generally wore. 

P. 131 The uncle.) John Russel, third son of Francis, the fourth 
Earl of Bedford, and colonel of the first regiment of foot guards. He 
died unmarried in Nov. 1681. 


P. 132. The nepbew.] William, eldest son of Edward Russel, younger 
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brother of the above John Russel. He was standard-bearer to Charles 
II. and died unmarried 1674. He was elder brother to Russel, Earl 
of Orford. | 

P. 134. Henry Howard.) This was Henry Howard, brother to 
Thomas, Earl of Arundel; who, by a special act of parliament, in 1664 
was restored to the honours of the family, forfeited by the attainder of 


his ancestor, in the time of Queen Elizabeth. On the death of his 


brother, in 1677, he became Duke of Norfolk; and died January 11, 
1683-4 at his house in Arundel-street, aged 55. 

P. 136. Toulongeon well did without my assistance.] Count de 
Toulongeon was elder brother to Count Grammont, who by his death, 
in 1679, became, according to St. Evremond, on that event, one of 
the richest noblemen at court. See St. Evremond's Works, vol. II. 
p. 327. 

Ibid. Semeat.] A country seat, belonging to the family of the 
Grammonts. | 

P. 137. He was extremely bandsome.] George Villiers, the second 
Duke of Buckingham, was born 3o Jan. 1627. Lord Orford observes, 
When this extraordinary man, with the figure and genius of Alci- 
biades, could equally charm the presbyterian Fairfax, and the dissolute 
Charles; when he alike ridiculed that witty king, and his solemn chan- 
cellor; when he plotted the ruin of his country with a cabal of bad mi- 
nisters; or, equally unprincipled, supported its cause with bad patriots; 
one laments that such parts should have been devoid of every virtue : 
but when Alcibiades turns chymist ; when he is a real bubble, and a 
visionary miser; when ambition is but a frolic; when the worst designs 
are for the foolishest ends; contempt extinguishes all reflections on his 
character.” 

« The portrait of this duke has been drawn by four masterly hands: 
Burnet has hewn it out with his rough chisel; Count Hamilton 
touched it with that slight delicacy, that finishes while it seems but to 
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sketch; Dryden catched the living likeness; Pope completed the his- 
torical resemblance. Royal Authors, vol. II. p. 78. | 

Of these four portraits, the second is in the text: the other three 
will complete the character of this extraordinary nobleman.— 

Bishop Burnet says, he © was a man of noble presence. He had a 
great liveliness of wit, and a peculiar faculty of turning all things into 
ridicule, with bold figures, and natural descriptions. He had no sort 
of literature; only he was drawn into .chymistry : and for some years 
he thought he was very near the finding the philosopher's stone; which 
had the effect that attends on all such men as he was, when they are 
drawn in, to lay out for it. He had no principles of religion, virtue, or 
friendship :—pleasure, frolic, or extravagant diversion, was all that he 
laid to heart. He was true to nothing; for he was not true to himself. 
He had no steadiness nor conduct: he could keep no secret, nor exe- 
cute any design without spoiling it. He could never fix his thoughts, 
nor govern his estate, though then the greatest in England. He was 
bred about the king; and for many years he had a great ascendant 
over him: but he spake of him to all persons with that contempt, that 
at last he drew a lasting disgrace upon himself. And he at length ruined 
both body and mind, fortune and reputation equally. The madness of 
vice appeared in his person in very eminent instances; since at last he 
became contemptible and poor, sickly and sunk in his parts, as well as 
in all other respects; so that his conversation was as much avoided, as 
ever it had been courted. History of bis own Times, vol. I. p. 137. 

Dryden's character of him is in these lines: 


*© In the first rank of these did Zimri stand: 
A man so various, that he seem'd to be 

Not one, but all mankind's epitome: 

Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong; 
Was every thing by starts, and nothing long; 
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But, in the course of one revolving moon, 
Was chymist, fidler, statesman, and buffoon: 
Then all for women, painting, rhyming, drinking, 
Besides ten thousand freaks that dy'd in thinking. 
Blest madman, who could every hour employ, 
With something new to wish, or to enjoy! 
Railing and praising were his usual themes, 
And both, to shew his judgment, in extremes: 
So over violent, or over civil, 
That every man with him was god or devil. 
In squandering wealth was his peculiar art; 
Nothing went unrewarded but desert. 
Beggar'd by fools, whom still he found too late; 
He had his jest, and they had his estate: 
He laugh'd himself from court; then sought relief 
By forming parties, but could ne'er be chief: 
For, spite of him, the weight of business fell 
On Absalom, and wise Achitophel: 
Thus wicked but in will, of means bereft, 
He left not faction, but of that was left.“ 
Absalom and Architophbel. 
Pope describes the last scene of this nobleman's life in these lines: 
« In the worst inn's worst room, with mat half hung, 
The floors of plaster, and the walls of dung, 
On once a flock-bed, but repair d with straw, 
With tape-ty'd curtains, never meant to draw; 
The George and Garter dangling from that bed, 
Where tawdry yellow strove with dirty red, 
Great Villiers lies:—alas! how chang'd from him, 
That life of pleasure, and that soul of whim! 
Gallant and gay, in Clieveden's proud alcove, 
The bower of wanton Shrewsbury and love; 
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Or just as gay, at council, in a ring 
Of mimick'd statesmen, and their merry king. 
No wit to flatter, left of all his store! 
No fool to laugh at, which he valued more. 
There, victor of his health, of fortune, friends, 
And fame, this lord of useless thousands ends.” 
Moral Essays, Epist. g. 1. 299. 

He died 16th April, 1688, at the house of a tenant at Kirby Moor 
Side, near Helmsly in Yorkshire, aged 61 years, and was buried in 
Westminster abbey. 

Though this note 1s already long, the reader will hardly complain at 
an extension of it, h the addition of one more character of this licen- 
tious nobleman, — — by the able pen of the author of Hudibras, 
e TAE Dok E or Bucks is one that has studied the whole body of 
vice. His parts are disproportionate to the whole, and, like a monster, 


he has more of some, and less of others than he should have. He has 


pulled down all that nature raised in him, and built himself up again 
after a model of his own. He has dammed up all those lights that na- 
ture made into the noblest prospects of the world, and opened other little 
blind loop-holes backward, by turning day into night, and night into 
day. His appetite to his pleasures is diseased and crazy, like the pica 
in a woman, that longs to eat that, which was never made for food, or 
a girl in the green sickness, that eats chalk and mortar. Perpetual 
surfeits of pleasure have filled his mind with bad and vicious humours 
(as well as his body, with a nursery of diseases), which makes him af- 
fect new and extravagant ways, as being sick and tired with the old. 


Continual wine, women, and music, put false values upon things, 


which by custom become habitual, and debauch his understanding so, 
that he retains no right notion, nor sense of things. And as the same 
dose of the same physic has no operation on those that are much used 


to it; so his pleasures require a larger proportion of excess, and va- 


riety to render him sensible of them. He rises, eats, and goes to bed 
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by the Julian account, long after all others that go by the new style; 
and keeps the same hours with owls and the antipodes. He is a great 
observer of the Tartar customs, and never eats till the great Cham, 
having dined, makes proclamation that all the world may go to dinner. 
He does not dwell in his house, but haunts it like an evil spirit, that 
walks all night to disturb the family, and never appears by day. He 
lives perpetually benighted, runs out of his life, and loses his time as 


men do their ways in the dark; and as blind men are led by their 


dogs, so is he governed by some mean servant or other, that relates 
to his pleasures. He is as inconstant as the moon which he lives un- 
der; and although he does nothing but advise with his pillow all day, 
he 1s as great a stranger to himself as he is to the rest of the world. His 
mind entertains all things very freely that come and go; but, like 
guests and strangers, they are not welcome if they stay long. This 
lays him open to all cheats, quacks, and impostors, who apply to every 
particular humour while it lasts, and afterwards vanish. Thus with St. 
Paul, though in a different sense, he dies daily, and only lives in the 
night. He deforms nature, while he intends to adorn her, like Indians 
that hang jewels in their lips and noses. His ears are perpetually dril- 
led with a fiddlestick. He endures pleasures with less patience than 
other men do their pains.” Butler's Posthumous Works, vol. II. 
FP. 5 
P. 138. Lord Arlington, |] Henry Bennet, Earl of Arlington, 
principal secretary of state, and lord chamberlain to King Charles 
II. A nobleman whose practices during that reign, have not left his 
character free from reproach. Mr. Macpherson says of him, that he 
« supplied the place of extensive talents by an artful management of 
such as he possessed. Accommodating in his principles, and easy in bis 
address, he pleased when he was known to deceive; and his manner 
acquired to him a kind of influence where he commanded no re- 
spect. He was little calculated for bold measures, on account of his 
natural timidity ; and that defect —_ an opinion of his moderation, 
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that was ascribed to virtue. His facility to adopt new measures was 
forgotten in his readiness to acknowledge the errors of the old. The 
deficiency of his integrity, was forgiven in the decency of his disho- 
nesty. Too weak not to be superstitious, yet possessing too much 
sense to own his adherence to the church of Rome, he lived a protes- 
tant in his outward profession ; but he died a catholic. Timidity was 
the chief characteristic of his mind; and that being known, he was 
even commanded by cowards. He was the man of the least genius of 
the party; but he had most experience in that slow, and constant cur- 
rent of business, which, perhaps, suits affairs of state better than the 
violent exertions of men of great parts.” Original Papers, vol. I. 
Lord Arlington died July 28th, 1685. See a character of him in 
Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham's Works. 

P. 140.—be sent to Holland for a wife. |] This lady was Isabella, 
daughter to Lewis de Nassau, Lord Beverwaert, son to Maurice, 
Prince of Orange, and Count Nassau. By her, Lord Arlington had 
an only daughter named Isabella who married August 1, 1672, Hen- 
ry, Earl of Euston, son to King Charles II. by Barbara Duchess of 
Cleiveland, created afterwards Duke of Grafton; and after his death to 
Sir Thomas Hanmer, Bart. She assisted at the coronation of King 
George I. as Countess of Arlington in her own right, and died Fe- 
bruary 7th, 1722-3. 

Ibid. She was daughter to the Duke of Ormond.) And second 
wife of the Earl of Chesterfield. She survived the adventures here 


related a very short time, RY in July, 1665, at the age of 25 
years. 

P. 141. The queen was given over by ber obedient J This happen- 
ed in October, 1663. Lord Arlington in a letter to the Duke of 
Ormond, dated the 17th of that month, says © the condition of the 
queen is much worse, and the physicians give us but little hopes of her 
recovery; by the next you will hear she is either in a fair way to it, 
or dead; to-morrow. is a very critical day with her, God's will be 
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done. The king coming to see her this morning, she told him she 
willingly left all the world but him; which hath very much afflicted his 
majesty, and all the court with him.” Brown's Miscellanea Aulica, 
1702. p. 306. 3 

P. 143. The Thames wasbes the sides of a large, though not a magni- 

ficent palace of the kings of Great Britain.) This was Whitehall, 

which was burnt down, except the banqueting house, 4th January, 1698. 
See Harleian Miscellany, vol. VI. p. 367. 

P. 145. Monsieur de Comminge.] This gentleman was ambassador 
in London from the court of France, during the years 1663, 1664, 
and 1665. Lord Clarendon speaking of him, describes him as some- 
thing capricious in his nature, which made him hard to treat with, and 
not always vacant at the hours himself assigned, being hypochondriac, 
and seldom sleeping withour opium. Continuation of Clarendon's Life, 
p- 263. 

Ibid. Hyde Park every one knows, is the promenade of London.] 
The writer already quoted, gives this description of the entertainments 
of this place at this period. 

« did frequently in the spring, accompany my Lord N into a 
field near the town, which they call Hide Parke ; the place not unplea- 
sant, and which they use as our Course, but with nothing of that order, 
equipage, and splendour, being such an assembly of wretched jades, 
and hackney coaches, as next a regiment of carr-men, there is nothing 
approaches the resemblance. This parke was (it seemes) used by the 

late king and nobility for the freshness of the air, and the goodly pro- 
spect: but it is that which now (besides all other excises) they pay for 
here, in England, though it be free in all the world besides, every 
coach and horse which enters buying his mouthful, and permission of 
the publicane, who has purchased it, for which the entrance is guarded 
with porters and long staves. A Character of England, as it was 
lately presented to a Nobleman of France, 12mo. 1659. p.54- 

Ibid, Coaches with glasses.] Coaches were first introduced into 
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England in the year 1564. Taylor the water poet, (Works, 1630, 
p. 240.) says“ one William Boonen, a Dutchman, brought first the use 
of coaches hither; and the said Boonen was Queen Elizabeth's coach- 
man; for indeed a coach was a strange monster in those days, and the 
sight of them put both horse and man into amazement.” Dr. Percy 
observes, they were first drawn by two horses, and that it was the fa- 
vourite Buckingham who about 1619, began to draw with six horses. 
About the same time he introduced the sedan. The Ultimum Vale of 
Jobn Carleton, 4to. 1663. p. 23. will in a great measure ascertain the 
time of the introduction of glass coaches. He says, I could wish 
her (i. e. Mary Carleton's) coach (which she said my Lord Taff 
bought for her in England, and sent it over to her, made of the new 
fasbion with glasse very stately, and her pages, and lacquies were of 


the same livery) was come for me, &c. 


P. 149.—the Prince of Conde besieged Lerida. | This was in 1647. 
Voltaire says“ he, Conde, was accused upon this occasion in certain 
books, of a bravado, in having opened the trenches to the music of 
violins, but these writers were ignorant, that this was the custom of 
Spain.” Age of Lewis XIV. chap. 2. 

Ibid. The Marquis of Grammont.) Anthony, Marechal of France. 
He appears to have quitted the army in 1672. © Le Duc de la Feu- 
illade est colonel du regiment des gardes sur la demission volontaire 
du Marechal de Grammont. Henaults's History of France. He 
died, 1678. | | 

P. 158.—description of Lord Chesterfield.] Philip the second Earl 
of Chesterfield. He was constituted in 1662 lord chamberlain to 
the queen, and colonel of a regiment of foot June 1gth, 1667. On 
Nov. 29, 1679, he was appointed lord warden and chief justice of 
the king's forests on this side Trent, and sworn of the privy council 
January 26th, 1680. On Nov. 6th, 1682, he was made colonel of the 
3d regiment of foot, which, with the rest of his preferments he resigned 
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on the accession of James IT. He lived to the age of upwards of 80, 
and died January 28th, 1713, at his house in Bloomsbury-square. 

P. 161. The Duke of York's marriage. | The material facts in this 
narrative are confirmed by Lord Clarendon ( Continuation of his Life, 
p. 33-) It is difficult to speak of the persons concerned in this infa- 


mous transaction without some degree of asperity, notwithstanding 


they are, by a strange perversion of language, styled all men of bonour. 
P. 168. Lady Carnegy.] Anne, daughter of William, Duke of 
Hamilton, and wife of Robert Carnegy, Earl of Southesk. 


P. 169. Talbot. | Afterwards Duke of Tyrconnel. (See note on 
p. 217.) 


P. 171. The traitor Sout bes meditated a revenge. Bishop Burnet, 


taking notice of the Duke of York's amours, says © a story was set 
about, and generally believed, that the Earl of Southesk, that had mar- 
ried a daughter of the Duke of Hamilton's, suspecting some familiari- 
ties between the duke and his wife, had taken a sure method to procure 
a disease to himself, which he communicated to his wife, and was by 
that means set round till it came to the duchess. Lord Southesk 
was for some years not ill pleased to have this believed. It looked 
like a peculiar strain of revenge, with which he seemed much delight- 
ed. But I know he has, to some of his friends, denied the whole of 
the story very solemnly.” History of bis own Times, vol. I. p. g19. 

Ibid. Lady Robarts.] Lord Orford says this lady was Sarah 
daughter of John Bodville of Bodville castle in Caernarvonshire, wife 
of Robert Robarts, who died in the lifetime of his father, and was eld- 
est son of John, Earl of Radnor. This, however, may be doubted. 
There was no Earl of Radnor until the year 1679, which was after the 
date of most, if not all the transactions related in this work. Conse- 
quently no other person who could be called Lord Robarts, than John 
the second lord, who was created Earl of Radnor, with whose charac- 
ter several of the qualities here enumerated, particularly his age, mo- 


roseness, &c. will be found to agree. Supposing this to be admitted, 
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the lady will be Isabella, daughter of Sir John Smith, Knt. second wife 
of the above John, Lord Robarts, whose character 1s thus pourtrayed 
by Lord Clarendon.—< Though of a good understanding, he was of 
so morose a nature, that it was no easy matter to treat with him. He 
had some pedantic parts of learning, which made his other parts of 
judgment the worse. He was naturally proud and imperious, which 
humour was increased by an ill education; for excepting some years 
spent in the inns of court, he might be very justly said to have been 
born and bred in Cornwall. When lord deputy in Ireland, he re- 
ceived the information of the chief persons there so negligently, and 
gave his answers so scornfully, that they besought the king, that they 
might not be obliged to attend him any more: but he was not a man 
that was to be disgraced, and thrown off without much inconvenience 
and hazard. He had parts which in council and parliament were very 
troublesome, for of all men alive who had so few friends, he had the 
most followers. They who conversed most with him, knew him to 
have many humours which were very intolerable; they who were but 
little acquainted with him, took him to be a man of much knowledge, 
and called his morosity, gravity.” Continuation of Clarendon, p. 102. 
P. 158. The Earl of Bristol.] George Digby. The account here 
given of the practices of this nobleman receives confirmation from 
Lord Clarendon, who observes of him, © that he had left no way un- 
attempted to render himself gracious to the king, by saying and doing 
all that might be acceptable unto him, and contriving such meetings 
and jollities as he was pleased with.” (Continuation of his Life, p. 
208.) Lord Orford says of him, that © his life was one contradic- 
tion, He wrote against popery, and embraced it; he was a zealous 
opposer of the court, and a sacrifice to it; was conscientiously con- 
verted in the midst of his prosecution of Lord Strafford, and was most 
unconscientiously a prosecutor of Lord Clarendon. With great 
parts, he always hurt himself and his friends; with romantic bra- 
very, he was always an unsuccessful commander. He spoke for the 
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test act though a Roman catholic, and addicted himself to astro- 
logy on the birth-day of true philosophy. Catalogue of Royal and 
Noble Authors, vol. II. p. 25. The histories of England abound with 
the adventures of this inconsistent nobleman, who died neither loved 
nor regretted by any party, in the year 1676. 

P. 174. Sir Jobn Denham.) That Sir John Denham © had passed 


bis youth in the midst of those pleasures which people at that age in- 


dulge in, without restraint ; *” all his biographers seem to admit, but if 
our author is to be relied on, Wood's account of the date of his birth, 
1615, must be erroneous. He was not loaded with years when he 
died if that statement is true; and so far from being seventy-nine when 
he married Miss Brook, he had not attained the age ofmore than 53 when 
he died. In this particular I am inclined to doubt the accuracy of Wood, 


who omits to mention that Sir John had a former wife by whom he 


had a daughter. In the year 1667, he appears to have been a lunatic. 
either real or feigned. Lord Lisle in a letter to Sir William Tem- 
ple, dated September 26th, says *—poor Sir John Denham is fallen to 
the ladies also. He is at many of the meetings at dinners, talks more 
than ever he did, and is extremely pleased with those that seem will- 
ing to hear him, and from that obligation exceedingly praises the 
Duchess of Monmouth and my Lady Cavendish; if he had not the 
name of being mad, I believe in most companies he would be thought 
wittier than ever he was. He seems to have few extravagances be- 
sides that of telling stories of himself, which he is always inclined to. 
Some of his acquaintance say, that extreme vanity was the cause of 
his madness, as well as it is an effect. Temple's Works, vol. I. p. 
484. In Butler's Posthumous Works, vol. II. p. 155, 1s an abuse 
of Sir John Denham, under the title of © a panegyric upon his re- 
covery from his madness. Sir John died 19th March, 1668, and was 
buried in Westminster abbey. 

P. 198. Rocbester.] John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester,“ a man,” 
as Lord Orford observes, © whom the Muses were fond to inspire, and 
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ashamed to avow; and who practised, without the least reserve, that 

secret, which can make verses more read for their defects, than for 

their merits ;” ( Noble Authors, vol. II. p. 43.) was born, according to 

Burnet and Wood, in the month of April, 1648; but Gadbury, in his 

almanack for 1695, fixes the date on April 1, 1647, from the informa- 
tion of Lord Rochester himself. His father was Henry, Earl of Ro- 
chester, better known by the title of Lord Wilmot. He was educated 
at Wadham college, Oxford; and, in 1665, went to sea with the Earl 
of Sandwich; and displayed a degree of valour, which he never shewed 
at any period afterwards. Bishop Burnet says, he © was naturally mo- 
dest, till the court corrupted him. His wit had in it a peculiar bright- 
ness, to which none could ever arrive. He gave himself up to all sorts 
of extravagance; and to the wildest frolics that a wanton wit could de- 
vise. He would have gone about the streets as a beggar, and made 
love as a porter. He set up a stage as an Italian mountebank. He was 
for some years always drunk; and was ever doing some mischief. The 
king loved his company, for the diversion it afforded, better than his 
person; and there was no love lost between them. He took his re- 
venges in many libels. He found out a footman that knew all the 
court; and he furnished him with a red coat, and a musquet, as a cen- 
tinel ; and kept him all the winter long, every night, at the doors of 
such ladies as he believed might be in intrigues. In the court, a cen- 
tinel is little minded, and is believed to be posted by a captain of the 
guards, to hinder a combat: so this man saw who walked about, and 
visited at forbidden hours. By this means Lord Rochester made 
many discoveries. And when he was well furnished with materials, he 
used to retire into the country for a month or two, to write libels. 
Once, being drunk, he intended to give the king a libel that he had 
writ on some ladies; but by a mistake he gave him one written on him- 
self. He fell into an ill habit of body; and in set fits of sickness he 
had deep remorses; for he was guilty both of much impiety and of 
great immoralities. But as he recovered, he threw these off, and 
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turned again to his former ill courses. In the last year of his life, I 
was much with him; and have writ a book of what passed between 
him and me: I do verily believe, he was then so changed, that, if he 
had recovered, he would have made good all his resolutions.” History 
of his own Times, vol. I. p. 372. On this book mentioned by the bishop, 
Dr. Johnson pronounces the following eulogium: that it is one © which 
the critic ought to read for its elegance, the philosopher for its argu- 
ments, and the saint for its piety. It were an injury to the reader to 
offer him an abridgement.”* Life of Rochester. Lord Rochester died 
July 26, 1680. | 

P. 198. Middleseæ.] At this time the Earl of Middlesex was Lionel, 
who died in 1674. The person intended by our author was Charles, 
then Lord Buckhurst, afterwards Earl of Middlesex, and lastly, Duke 
of Dorset. He was born January 24, 1637. Bishop Burnet says, he 
« was a generous, good-natured man. He was so oppressed with 
phlegm, that, till he was a little heated with wine, he scarce ever spoke: 
but he was upon that exaltation a very lively man. Never was so much 
ill-nature in a pen as in his, joined with so much good-nature as was 
in himself, even to excess; for he was against all punishing, even of 
malefactors. He was bountiful, even to run himself into difficulties; 
and charitable to a fault: for he commonly gave all he had about him 
when he met an object that moved him. But he was so lazy, that 
though the king seemed to court him to be a favourite, he would not 
give himself the trouble that belonged to that post. He hated the 
court; and despised the king, when he saw he was neither generous, 
nor tender-hearted.” History of bis own Times, vol. I. p. 370. Lord 
Orford says of him, that“ He was the finest gentleman of the volup- 
tuous court of Charles the Second, and in the gloomy one of King 
William. He had as much wit as his first master, or his contempo- 
raries, Buckingham and Rochester, without the royal want of feeling, 
the duke's want of principles, or the earl's want of thought: the latter 
said with astonishment, © that he did not know how it was, but Lord 
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Dorset might do any thing, and yet was never to blame.” It was not 
that he was free from the failings of humanity, but he had the tender- 
ness of it too, which made every body excuse whom every body loved; 
for even the asperity of his verses seems to have been forgiven to 

The best good man, with the worst-natured muse.“ 
Noble Authors, vol. II. p. 96. Lord Dorset died January 19, 
1705-0. | | 

Ibid. Sydley.] Sir Charles Sedley was born about the year 1639; 
and was educated at Wadham college, Oxford. He ran into all the 
excesses of the times in which he lived. Burnet says, Sedley had a 
more sudden and copious wit, which furnished a perpetual run of dis- 
course; but he was not so correct as Lord Dorset, nor so sparkling as 
Lord Rochester.“ History of bis own Times, vol. I. p. 372. He after- 
wards took a more serious turn, and was active against the reigning: 
family at the time of the Revolution; to which he was probably urged 
by the dishonour brought upon his daughter, created Countess of Dor- 
chester by King James II. Lord Rochester's lines on his powers of 
seduction are well known. He died 20th August, 1701. 

Ibid. Etberidge.] Sir George Etheridge, author of three comedies, 
was born about the year 1636. He was in James the Second's reign, 
employed abroad; first, as envoy to Hamburgh, and afterwards as mi- 
nister at Ratisbon, where he died about the time of the Restoration. 

P. 198. A celebrated portrait painter called Lely.] Sir Peter Lely 
was born at Soest, in Westphalia, 1617, and came to England in 1641. 
Lord Orford observes, If Vandyck's portraits are often tame and. 
spiritless, at least they are natural: his laboured draperies flow with 
ease, and not a fold but is placed with propriety. Lely supplied the 
want of taste with clinquant ; his nymphs trail fringes and embroidery 
through meadows and purling streams. Add, that Vandyck's habits. 
are those of the times; Lely's a sort of fantastic night-gowns, fastened 
with a single pin. The latter was in truth the ladies“ painter; and whe- 
ther the age was improved in beauty or in flattery, Lely's women are 
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certainly much handsomer than those of Vandyck. They please as 
much more, as they evidently meaned to please: he caught the reigning 
character, and 
on the animated canvas stole 
The sleepy eye that spoke the melting soul. 
J do not know whether, even in softness of the flesh, he did not excel 
his predecessor. The beauties at Windsor, are the court of Paphos, 
and ought to be engraved for the memoirs of its charming biographer, 
Count Hamilton.” Anecdotes of Painting, vol. III. p. 27. Sir Peter 
Lely died 1680; and was buried in St. Paul's, Covent-Garden. 
P. 200. Merciless fate robbed ber of life. ] The lampoons of the day, . e. 1.2 89. 
some of which are to be found in Andrew Marvell's Works, more tan. 
insinuate that she was deprived of life by a mixture infused into some N 
chocolate. The slander of the times imputed her death to the jealousy 
of the Duchess of Vork. 
P. 208. — be sau a very fine house, situated on the banks of a river, in 
the most delightful and pleasant country imaginable. | This was Bretby, 
in the connty of Derby. A late traveller has the following reflections 
on this place: © Moving back again a few miles to the west, we trace, 
with sad reflection, the melancholy ruins and destruction of what was 
once the boasted beauty of the lovely country, viz. Bretby, the ancient 
seat of the Earls of Chesterfield. Nothing scarce is left of that former 
grandeur, those noble shades, those silvan scenes, that every where 
graced the most charming of all parks: the baneful hand of luxury 
hath, with rude violence, laid them waste. About ten years ago, the 
venerable and lofty pile was standing; and exhibited delightful magni- 
ficence to its frequent visitors: its painted roofs and walls, besides a 
large collection of pictures, afforded much entertainment to the fond 
admirer of antique beauties; and the whole stood as a lasting monu- 
ment of fame and credit to its lordly owner—Would they were stand- 
ing now! but that thought is vain: not only each surrounding orna- 
ment, but the very stones themselves have been converted to the pur- 
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pose of filthy lucre. Tour in 1787, from London to the Western High- 
lands of Scotland, 12mo. p. 29. 

P. 211. Mademoiselle de POrme.] Marion de 'Orme, born at 
Chalons in Champagne, was esteemed the most beautiful woman of her 
times. It is believed that she was secretly married to the unfortunate 
Monsieur Cinqmars. After his death, she became the mistress of Car- 
dinal Richelieu; and at last of Monsieur d' Emery, superintendant of the 
finances. 

P. 214. Marquis de Flamarens.] A Monsieur Flamarin, but whe- 
ther the same person as here described, cannot be exactly ascertained, 
is mentioned in Sydney's Letters to have been in England, at a later 
period than is comprehended in these Memoirs. © Monsieur de Fla- 
marin hath been received at Windsor as seriously as if it had been be- 
lieved the Queen of Spain's marriage should not hold unless it were 
here approved; and the formalities that are usual with men of busi- 
ness, having been observed to him, he is grown to think he is so.“ Syd- 
ney's Works, p. 94. 

P. 217. Countess de Ia Saze.] This lady was the daughter of Gaspar 
de Qoligni, Marshal of France, and was celebrated in her time for her 
wit and her elegies. She was one of the few women with whom Chris- 
tina, Queen of Sweden, condescended to become intimate. Though 
educated a protestant, she embraced the Roman catholic religion, less 
from a motive of devotion, than to have a pretence for parting from 
her husband, who was a protestant, and for whom she had an invincible 
abhorrence; which occasioned the queen to say, © The Countess of 
Suze became a catholic, that she might neither meet her husband in 
this world nor the next.” See Lacombe's Life of Queen Christina. 
The countess died in 1673. 

Ibid. Tambonneau.} I find this person mentioned in Memoirs of the 
Court of France, 8vo. 1702. pt. II. p. 42. 

P. 217. Talbot, who was afterwards created Duke of Tyrconnel.} 
Richard Talbot, the fifth son © of an Irish family, but of ancient 
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English extraction, which had always inhabited within that circle, that was 
called the Pale; which being originally an English plantation, was, in 
so many hundred years, for the most part degenerated into the manners 
of the Irish, and rose and mingled with them in the late rebellion: and 
of this family there were two distinct families, who had competent 
estates, and lived in many descents in the rank of gentlemen of quality.“ 
Thus far Lord Clarendon: who adds, that Richard Talbot and his 
< brothers were all the sons, or the grandsons, of one who was a judge 
in Ireland, and esteemed a learned man.” Continuation of Clarendon. 


Of the person now under consideration, the same writer appears, and with 


great reason, to have entertained a very ill opinion. Dick Talbot, as he 
was called, © was brought into Flanders first by Daniel O' Neile, as 
one who was willing to assassinate Cromwell; and he made a journey 
into England with that resolution, not long before his death, and after 
it returned into Flanders, ready to do all that he should be required. 
He was a very handsome young man, wore good elothes, and was 
without doubt of a clear, ready courage, which was virtue enough to 
recommend a man to the duke's good opinion; which, with more ex- 
pedition than could be expected, he got to that degree, that he was 
made of his bed-chamber; and from that qualification embarked him- 
self, after the king's return, in the pretences of the Irish, with such an 
unusual confidence, and upon private contracts, with such scandalous 
circumstances, that the chancellor had sometimes, at the council table, 
been obliged to give him severe reprehensions; and often desired the 
duke to withdraw his countenance from him.” Continuation of Cla- 


rendon. It is to be remembered that he was one of the men of bonour 


already noticed. On King James's. accession to the throne, he was 
created Earl of Tyrconnel, and placed as lieutenant-general at the 
head of the Irish army, where his conduct was so agreeable to his so- 
vereign, that he was in 1689 advanced to the dignity of Duke of Tyr- 
connel. He was afterwards employed by the king in Ireland, where 
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his efforts were without effect. The Duke of Berwick says, “ his stature 
was above the ordinary size. He had great experience of the world, 
having been early introduced into the best company; and possessed of 
an honourable employment in the household of the Duke of Vork; 
who, upon his succession to the crown, raised him to the dignity of an 
earl; and well knowing his zeal and attachment, made him soon after 
viceroy of Ireland. He was a man of very good sense; very obliging, 
but immoderately vain, and full of cunning. Though he had acquired 
great possessions, it could not be said that he had employed improper 
means, for he never appeared to have a passion for money. He had 
not a military genius; but much courage. After the Prince of Orange's 
invasion, his firmness preserved Ireland; and he nobly refused all the 
offers that were made to induce him to submit. From the time of the 
battle of the Boyne, he sank prodigiously ; being become as irresolute 
in his mind, as unwieldy in his person. Memoirs, vol. I. p. 94. He 
died at Limerick, 5th August, 1691. 

P. 218. One of these brothers was almoner to the queen.) This was 
Peter Talbot, whose character is drawn by Lord Clarendon in terms 
not more favourable than those in which his brother is pourtrayed. 
See Continuation of Clarendon, p. 363. 

Ibid. —the other was called a lay-monk. | Thomas Talbot, a Fran- 
ciscan friar, of wit enough, says Lord Clarendon, but of notorious de- 
bauchery. More particulars of this man may be found in the same 
noble historian. See Continuation of Clarendon, p. 363. 

P. 219. —which offended the Duke of Ormond.] A very exact ac- 
count of this transaction is given by Lord Clarendon, by which it ap- 
pears, that Talbot was committed to the Tower for threatening to 
assassinate the Duke of Ormond. Continuation of Clarendon, p. 362. 

P. 221. Lord Cornwallis.) Charles, the third Lord Cornwallis, 
born in 1655. He married December 27th, 1673, Elizabeth, eldest 
daughter of Sir Stephen Fox, Knight, and afterwards in 1688, the 
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widow of the Duke of Monmouth. Lord Cornwallis died April 
29th, 1698. 


Ibid. Sir Stephen Fox.] This gentleman is said to have been of 


a genteel family, settled at Farley in Wiltshire, and was the architect 
of his own fortune. Lord Clarendon says, in his History of the Re- 
bellion, that he was entertained by Lord Percy, then lord chamberlain 
of the king's household, at Paris, about the year 1652, and continued 
in his majesty's service until the Restoration. On that event he was 
made clerk of the green cloth, and afterwards paymaster-general of 
the forces in England. On the 1st July, 1665, he was knighted, In 
1680, he was constituted one of the lords commissioners of the treasury. 
On the accession of James II. he was continued first clerk of the 
green cloth; and in December, 1686, was again appointed one of the 
commissioners of the treasury. At the revolution, he concurred in 
voting the throne vacant ; and on 19th March, 1689, was a third time 
appointed to the treasury ; which place he held until he retired from 
public business in 1701. By his first lady he had seven sons and 
three daughters; and by his second, whom he married in the year 1703, 
when he was 76 years of age, he had two sons, who both afterwards 
became peers. Stephen Earl of Ilchester, and Henry Lord Holland, 
and two daughters. He died in the year 1716, at Chiswick, in his 89th 
year, | | 
P. 223. Lord Taafe, eldest son of the Earl of Carlingford.] Nicho- 
las, the third Viscount Taafe, and second Earl of Carlingford. He 
was of the privy council to King James II. and in 1689, went as en- 
voy to the Emperor Leopold He lost his life the next year, ist July, 
at the battle of the Boyne, commanding at that time a regiment of 
foot. This nobleman, although he succeeded his father in his title, was. 
not his eldest son. King Charles appears to have had a great regard 
for the family. In a letter from Lord Arlington to Sir Richard Fanshaw, 
dated April 21, 1664, that nobleman says, Colonel Luke Taafe (a bro- 
ther of my Lord Carlingford's) hath. served his. catholic majesty many 
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years in the state of Milan with a standing regiment there; which regiment 
he desires now to deliver over to Captain Nicholas Taafe, a younger 
son of my Lord Carlingford's, and the colonel's nephew, who is now 
a captain of the regiment. And his majesty commands me to recom- 
mend to your excellency the bringing this to pass, for the affection he 
hath to the family, and the merit of this young gentleman. Arlington's 
Letters, vol. II. p. 21. 

Ibid. The Duke of Richmond.) Charles Stewart, Duke of Rich- 
mond and Lenox. He was afterwards sent ambassador to Denmark, 
and died at Elseneur, December 12th, 1672. Burnet says he © was 
sent to give a lustre to the negotiation, which was chiefly managed by 
Mr. Henshaw. History of bis own Times, vol. I. p. 425. 

P. 224. Mademoiselle de la Garde. | Daughter of Charles Peliot, 
Lord of de la Garde, whose eldest daughter married Sir Thomas Bond, 
comptroller of the household to the queen-mother. Sir Thomas 
Bond had a considerable estate at Peckham, and his second son mar- 
ried the niece of Jermyn, one of the heroes of these Memoirs. See 
Collins's Baronetage, vol. III. p. 4. She became the wife of Sir Ga- 
briel Silvius, and died 13th October, 1730. 

P. 225. A relation of Killegrew's.] See note on p. 104. 

P. 230. Mr. Silvius. Afterwards Six Gabriel Silvius. In Cham- 


berlayne's Angliæ Notitia, 1669. Gabriel de Sylviis is put down as 


one of the carvers to the queen, and Mrs. de Sylviis, one of the six 
chambriers or dressers to the queen. He was afterwards knighted, 
and goth February, 1680, was sent ambassador to the Dukes of Bruns- 
wick and Lunenburgh. Lord Orford says, he was a native of Orange, 
and was attached to the princess royal, afterwards to the Duke of 
York. He also says, he was sent ambassador to Denmark. 

P. 231. Progers.] Edward Progers, Esq. was in the year 1669, 
one of the grooms of the bed-chamber to the king. By a letter from 
Cowley to Henry Bennet, dated 18th November, 1650, Mr. Progers 
appears to have been then active in his master's service. Brown's 
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Miscellanea Aulica, 1702. p. 153. In the lampoons of the times 
particularly in those of Andrew Marvell, Mr. Progers is described 
as one devoted to assist his master's pleasures. In 1660, he was 
named, says Lord Orford, one of the knights of the royal oak, an or- 
der the king then intended to institute. By the same authority we are 
informed, that he had permission from the king to build a house in 
Bushy Park, near Hampton-Court, on condition, that after his death it 
Should revert to the crown. This was the house inhabited by the late 
Earl of Hallifax. Mr. Progers died, says Le Neve, © December 31st, 
or January 1st, 1713, aged 96, of the anguish of cutting teeth, he hav- 
ing cut four new teeth, and had several ready to cut, which so inflamed 
his gums, that he died thereof.” Monumenta Anglicana, 1717. p. 
273. | | | | 

P. 233. Dongon.] The only notice of this person I have any 
where seen, is in the following extract of a letter from Sir Richard 
Fanshaw to Lord Arlington, dated 4th June, 1664, © I ought not in 
justice to an honourable person, to conclude before I acquaint your 
honour, that I have this day seen a letter, whereby it is certified from 
my Lord Dongon (now at Heres) that, if there were any ship in Cadiz 
bound for Tangier, he would go over in her to do his majesty what 
Service he could, in that garrison; which he saith, he fears wants good 
officers very much.” Fansbaw's Letters, vol. I. p. 104. 

Ibid. —Durfort, afterwards Earl of Feversbam.] Lewis de Duras, 
Earl of Feversham, a native of France, being son of the Duke de Du- 


ras, and brother to the last duke of that name, as also to the Duke de 


Lorge. His mother was sister to the great Turenne of the princely 
house of Bouillon. After the Restoration he came to England, was 
naturalized, and behaved with great gallantry in the sea fight with the 
Dutch, in 1665. When he first came to England, he bore the name 
of Durfort, and the title of Marquis of Blancfort. In the 24th Charles 
II. he was created Baron Duras of Holdenby, in the county of North- 
ampton; and having married Mary, the eldest daughter and coheir of 
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Sir George Sondes, of Lees Court in the county of Kent, who had been 
created Earl of Feversham, the same title was limited to him, and he 
Succeeded to it on the death of his father-in-law. Besides these ho- 
nours, King Charles preferred him to the command of the third troop 
of horse guards, afterwards promoted him to the second, and then to 
the first. In 1679, he was made master of the horse to Queen Kathe- 
rine, and afterwards lord chamberlain to her majesty. Upon King 
James's accession he was admitted into the privy council, and was 
commander in chief of the forces sent against the Duke of Monmouth. 
After the Revolution, he continued lord chamberlain to the queen- 
dowager, and master of the royal college of St. Katherine's, near the 
Tower. He died April 8th, 1709, aged 68, and was buried in the 
Savoy in the Strand, London; but removed March 21, 1740, to West- 
minster abbey. 

P. 235 Miss Bagot.] Elizabeth, daughter of Hervey Bagot, se- * 
cond son of Sir Hervey Bagot. She married first Charles Berkley, 
Earl of Falmouth, and after his Sth Charles Sackville, who became hay 5 
the first Duke of Dorset. From the pen of a satirist much depend- ed: 19: 
ance is not to be placed for the truth of facts. This lady's character | 
is treated by Dryden and Howard with very little respect, in the fol- 5 = 2 
lowing lines extracted from“ The Essay on Satire: 3 


« Thus Dorset, purring like a thoughtful cat, 
Married, but wiser puss ne' er thought of that: 
And first he worried her with railing rhyme, 
Like Pembroke's mastiffs at his kindest time; 
Then for one night, sold all his slavish life, a 
A teeming widow, but a barren wife; 

Swell'd by contact of such a fulsome toad, 

He lugg'd about the matrimonial load; 

Till fortune, blindly kind as well as he, 

Has ill restor'd him to his liberty ; 
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Which he would use in his old sneaking way, 
Drinking all night, and dosing all the day; 

Dull as Ned Howard, whom his brisker times 

Had fam'd for dullness in malicious rhymes.” 

237. Miss Fennings. | This lady was one of the daughters Tg 
= of Richard Jennings of Sundridge, in the county of Hertford, 
Esq. and elder sister to the celebrated Duchess of Marlborough. Her 
name was Frances. She married George Hamilton, mentioned in 
these Memoirs; and after his death took to her second husband, Rich- 4. thy. G Aus. 
ard Talbot already mentioned, created Duke of Tyrconnel by James 
II. whose fortunes he followed. Lord Melfort secretary to that 
prince, appears to have conceived no very favourable opinion of this 
lady, for in a letter to his master, dated October, 1689, he says, © there | 
is one other thing, if it could be effectuated, were of infinite use; 
which 1s the getting the Duchess of Tyrconnel, for her health, to come 
into France. I did not know she had been so well known here as she 
is; but the terms they give her, and which for your service, I may 
repeat unto you, is, that she has (l' ame la plus noire qui se puisse conce- 
voir). I think it would help to keep that peace, so necessary for you, 
and prevent that caballing humour which has very ill effects.” Mac- 

pberson's State Papers, vol. I. In 1699, she is mentioned in a letter 
from the Earl of Manchester to Lord Jersey, as one of the needy Ja- 
cobites of King James's court, to whom 3ooo crowns, part of that 
monarch's pension, had been distributed. Cole's State Papers, p. 53. 
In 1705, she was in England; and had an interview with her brother- 
in-law, the Duke of Marlborough, with whose family she seems not to 
have lived in any terms of cordiality. Macpberson, vol. I. In the 
latter part of her life, she resided in Ireland; and died there 6th 
March, 1730-1, at a very advanced age. She was buried in the ca- 
thedral of St. Patrick's. 
P. 238. Miss Temple.) Anne, daughter of Thomas Temple of 
Frankton, in the county of Warwick; by Rebecca, daughter of Sir 
h 2 
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Nicholas Carew of Beddington, in Surry, knight. She afterwards be- 
came the second wife of Sir Charles Lyttelton, by whom she had five 
sons, and eight daughters. She was grandmother of the first Lord Lyt- 
telton; and died 27th August, 1718. Her husband, Sir Charles Lyt- 
telton, lived to the advanced age of 86 years; and died at Hagley, 
May 2, 1716. | 

P. 241. St. Albans.] This town is in the neighbourhood of Sund- 
ridge, where Miss Jennings's family resided. 

P. 248. The Earl of Oxford fell in love with a handsome, graceful 
actress, belonging to the duke's theatre.) This was Aubery de Vere, 
the last Earl of Oxford of that name, and the 2oth and last Earl of that 
family. He was chief justice in Eyre; and in the reign of Charles IT. 
lord of the bed chamber, privy counsellor, colonel of the royal regi- 
ment of horse guards, and lord lieutenant of the county of Essex ; and 
lieutenant-general of the forces in the reign of William III. and also 
knight of the garter. He died March 12, 1702, aged 80 years, and 
upwards, and was buried in Westminster abbey. The author of a His- 
tory of the English Stage, published by Curl, 1741, 8vo, says, that Mrs. 
Marshall, a celebrated actress, more known by the name of Roxana, 
from acting that part, was the person deceived by the Earl of Oxford 
in this manner. The particulars of the story, as there related, do not 
materially vary from the present account of the transaction. A more 
detailed narrative of this seduction is given in Madam Dunois' Me- 
moirs of the Court of England, pt. 2. p.71. Mrs. Marshall, who was the 
original Roxana in Lee's Rival Queens, belonged not to the duke's, 
but the king's theatre. Lord Orford, I know not on what authority, 
has given the name of Mrs. Barker to this lady : a name totally un- 
known, I believe, in the annals of the stage. 

P. 250. Sir Lyttelton. ] Sir Charles Lyttelton: of whom 
see note on p. 238. 

P. 268. —the public was obliged to him for the prettiest, but at the 
same time the worst, actress in the kingdom.) Though no name is 


NOTES. Ixi 


given to this lady, there are circumstances enough mentioned to fix on 
the celebrated Mrs. Barry, as the person intended by the author. Mrs. 


Barry was introduced to the stage by Lord Rochester, with whom she 
had an intrigue, the fruit of which was a daughter, who lived to the age 
of 13 years, and is often mentioned in his collection of love-letters, 
printed in his works, which were written to Mrs. Barry. On her first 
theatrical attempts, so little hopes were entertained of her, that she was, 
as Cibber declares, discharged the company at the end of the first year, 
among others that were thought to be a useless expence to it. She 
was well born; being daughter of Robert Barry, Esq. barrister at law; 
a gentleman of an ancient family, and good estate, who hurt his fortune 
by his attachment to Charles I.; for whom he raised a regiment at his 
own expence. Tony Aston, in his © Supplement to Cibber's Apology,” 
says, she was woman to Lady Shelton of Norfolk, who might have be- 
longed to the court. Curl however, says, she was early taken under 
the patronage of Lady Davenant.—Both these accounts may be true : 
the time of her appearance on the stage, was probably not much earlier 
than 1671 ; in which year she performed in Tom Essence; and was, it 
may be conjectured, about the age of nineteen. Curl mentions the great 
pains taken by Lord Rochester in instructing her; which were repaid by 
the rapid progress she daily made inher profession. She at last eclipsed 
all her competitors; and in the part of Monimia established her repu- 
tation. From her performance in this character, in that of Belvidera, 
and of Isabella, in the Fatal Marriage, Downes says she acquired the 
name of the famous Mrs. Barry, both at court and in the city. © Mrs. 
Barry,“ says Dryden, in his Preface to Cleomenes, © always excellent, 
has in this tragedy excelled herself, and gained a reputation beyond 
any woman I have ever seen on the theatre.” © In characters of 
greatness,”” says Cibber, © Mrs. Barry had a presence of elevated dig- 
nity ; her mien and motion superb, and gracefully majestic; her voice 
full, clear, and strong; so that no violence of passion could be too much 


for her; and when distress or tenderness possessed her, she subsided 
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into the most affecting melody and softness. In the art of exciting 
pity, she had a power beyond all the actresses I have yet seen; or what 
your imagination can conceive. In scenes of anger, defiance, or re- 
sentment, while she was impetuous and terrible, she poured out the 
Sentiment with an enchanting harmony; and it was this particular ex- 
cellence for which Dryden made her the above recited compliment, 
upon her acting Cassandra in his Cleomenes. She was the first person 
whose merit was distinguished by the indulgence of having an annual 
benefit play, which was granted to her alone in King James's time; 
and which did not become common to others, till the division of this 
company, after the death of King William and Queen Mary.” Cibber's 
Apology, 1750. p. 133. Tony Aston says, “she was not handsome ; 
her mouth opening most on the right side, which she strove to draw 
t'other way; and at times composing her face, as if sitting for her pic- 
ture: she was, he adds, middle sized; had darkish hair, light eyes, and 
was indifferently plump. In tragedy, she was solemn and august; in 
comedy, alert, easy, and genteel; pleasant in her face and action, filling 
the stage with variety of gesture. She could neither sing nor dance; 
no, not in a country dance.“ Supplement to Cibber, p. 7. The printed 
letters in Otway's works, are generally supposed to have been ad- 
dressed to her. She adhered to Betterton in all the revolutions of the 
theatre, which she quitted about 1708, on account of her health. The 
last new character, of any consequence, which she performed, seems to 
have been Phædra, in Mr. Smith's tragedy. She returned however, 
for one night, with Mrs. Bracegirdle, April 7, 1709; and performed 
Mrs. Frail, in Love for Love, for Mr. Betterton's benefit; and after- 
wards spoke an occasional epilogue, written by Mr. Rowe. She died 
7th November, 1713, and was buried at Acton. The enn, over 
her remains, says she was 55 years of age. 

P. 269. Miss Boynton. | Daughter of Matthew Boynton, second son 


of Sir Matthew Boynton of Barmston, in Yorkshire. The sister of He- 
this lady, married the celebrated Earl of Roscommon. 49nd wits . Sirenes thyh, 
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P. 274.—pitiful strolling actress.] Probably Nell Gwyn, of whom 
see note on p. 350. 

P. 275.—immediately give her the title of ducbess.] The title of 
Duchess of Cleveland was conferred on her, 3d August, 22 Charles 
II. 1670. a | 

P. 279. The recent arrival of a famous German doctor.) Bishop 
Burnet confirms this account: “ Being under an unlucky accident, 
which obliged him to keep out of the way, he disguised himself so, 
that his nearest friends could not have known him; and set up in 
Tower street for an Italian mountebank, where he practised physic for 
some weeks, not without success. In his latter years, he read books 
of history more. He took pleasure to disguise himself as a porter, or 
as a beggar; sometimes to follow some mean amours, which, for the 
variety of them, he affected. At other times, merely for diversion, he 
would go about in odd shapes; in which he acted his part so naturally, 
that even those who were in the secret, and saw him in these shapes, 
could perceive nothing by which he might be discovered.“ Burnet's 
Life of Rochesler, Ed. 1774. p- 14. 

P. 282. —the best disguise they could think of, was to disguise them- 
Selves like orange girls. | These frolics appear to have been not un- 
frequent with persons of high rank at this period. In a letter from 
Mr. Henshaw to Sir Robert Paston, afterwards Earl of Varmouth, 
dated October 13, 1670, we have the following account: “ Last week, 
there being a faire neare Audly-end, the Queen, the Dutchess of Rich- 
mond, and the Dutchess of Buckingham, had a frolick to disguise 


themselves like country lasses, in red petticoats, wastcotes, &c. and so 


goe see the faire. Sir Bernard Gascoign, on a cart jade, rode before 
the Queen; another stranger before the Dutchesse of Buckingham; 
and Mr. Roper before Richmond. They had all so overdone it in 
their disguise, and look'd so much more like antiques than country 
volk, that, as soon as they came to the faire, the people began to goe 
after them; but the Queen going to a booth to buy a pair of yellow 
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stockins for her sweet hart; and Sir Bernard asking for a pair of gloves 
sticht with blew, for his sweet hart, they were soon, by their gebrish, 
found to be strangers, which drew a bigger flock about them; one 


amongst them had seen the queen at dinner, knew her, and was proud 


of her knowledge. This soon brought all the faire into a crowd to 
stare at the queen; being thus discovered, they as soon as they could, 
got to their horses; but as many of the faire as had horses, got up 
with their wives, children, sweet harts, or neighbours behind them, to 
get as much gape as they could, till they brought them to the court 
gate. Thus, by ill conduct, was a merry frolick turned into a pen- 
nance.” JTves's Select Papers, p. 39. 

Bishop Burnet says, at this time (1668) the court fell into much 
extravagance in masquerading ; both the king and queen, and all the 
court, went about masked, and came into houses unknown, and danced 
there, with a great deal of wild frolic. In all this people were so 
disguised, that without being in the secret none could distinguish them. 
They were carried about in hackney chairs. Once the queen's chair- 
men not knowing who she was, went from her. So she was alone, and 
was much disturbed, and came to Whitehall in a hackney coach. 
Some say in a cart.” Burnet's History, vol. I. p. 368. 

P. 285. Brounker.] Gentleman of the chamber to the Duke of York, 
and brother to Lord Viscount Brounker, president of the royal so- 
ciety. Lord Clarendon imputes to him the cause of the great sea fight 
in 1665- not being so well improved as it might have been, and adds, 
nor did the duke come to hear of it till some years after, when Mr. 


Brounker's ill course of life, and his abominable nature had rendered 


him so odious, that it was taken notice of in parliament, and upon exa- 
mination found to be true, as is here related; upon which he was ex- 
pelled the house of commons, whereof he was a member, as an infamous 
person, though his friend Coventry adhered to bim, and used many 
indirect acts to have protected him, and afterwards procured him to 


have more countenance from the king, than most men thought he 
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deserved, being a person throughout his whole life never notorious for 
any thing but the highest degree of impudence, and Stooping to the 
most infamous offices, and playing very well at chess, which preferred 
him more than the most virtuous qualities could have done.” Continua- 
tion of Clarendon's Life, p. 270. 

Ibid. He had a little country house, four or five miles from London, 

always well stocked with girls. 
Brounker, Love's squire, through all the field array'd, 
No troop was better clad, nor so well paid. 
Andrew Marvell's Poems, vol. II. p. 95. 

P. 289. Mrs. Wetenball.] Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Henry Be- 
dingfield, and wife of Thomas Wetenball, of Hextall Court, near East 
Peckham, in the county of Kent. See Collins's Baronetage, p. 216. 
The family of Whetenhall, or Whetnall, was possessed of the estate 
of Hextall Court from the time of Henry VIII. until within a few 
years past, when one of them, Henry Whetenhall, Esq. alienated it to 
John Fane, Earl of Westmoreland. Of this family was Edward 
Whetenhall, a celebrated polemical writer, who in 1678 was conse- 
crated bishop of Corke and Ross. See Wood's Athene Ozoniensts, 
vol. II. p. 851. 998. 

P. 291.” Peckham. © Peckham is about ten miles off Tunbridge 
Wells. Sir William Twisden has an ancient mansion here, which 
has been long in that family.” Burr's History of Tunbridge Wells, 
8vo. 1766. p. 237. Mr. Hasted says, the estate was purchased by 
Sir William Twisden of Henry Whetenhall, Esq. Hasted's Kent, 
vol. II. p. 274. 

P. 294. This is the Hamilton who served in the French army with 
distinction.] I apprehend he is the same George Hamilton already 
described, who married Miss Jennings, and not the author of this work 
as Lord Orford supposes. In a letter from Arlington to Sir William 
Godolphin, dated September 7, 1671, it is said © the Conde de Moli- 
na complains to us of certair levies Sir George Hamilton hath made 
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in Ireland. The king hath always told him he had no express li- 
cence for it; and I have told the Conde he must not find it strange, 
that a gentleman who had been bred the king's page abroad, and losing 
his employment at home, for being a Roman catholic, should have some 
more than ordinary connivance towards the making his fortune abroad 
by the countenance of his friends and relations in Ireland; and yet 
take the matter in the worst sense he could give, it would not amount to 
the breach of any article betwixt the king my master, and the court of 
Spain. ( Arlington's Letters, vol. II. p. 332.) In a letter from the 
same nobleman to Lord Sandwich, written about October, 1667, we 
find the cause of Sir George Hamilton's entering into the French ser- 
vice, © concerning the reformadoes of the guards of horse, his ma- 
Jesty thought fit the other day to have them dismist, according to his 
promis e made to the parliament at the last session. Mr. Hamilton 


had a secret overture made him, that he with those men should be 


welcome into the French service; his majesty at their dismission hav- 
ing declared, they should have leave to go abroad whither they 
pleased; they accepted of Mr. Hamilton's offer, to carry them into 
France. (Arlington's Letters, vol. I. p. 185.) Lodge in his Peerage 
of Ireland says, Sir George Hamilton died in 1667, which from the 
first extract above, appears to be erroneous. He has evidently con- 
founded the father and son, the former of whom was the person who 
died in 1667. | 

P. 295. The court set out soon after.) This was in 1664, probably 
as soon as the queen was sufficiently recovered from the illness men- 
tioned in note on p. 141. See Burr's History of Tunbridge Wells, 
p- 43- — 

P. 297. Lord Muskerry. | Eldest son to the Earl of Clancarty, “ a 
young man,” says Lord Clarendon, © of extraordinary courage and 
expectation, wo had been colonel of a regiment of foot in Flanders, 
under the duke, and had the general estimation of an excellent officer. 
He was of the duke's bedchamber, and the Earl (i. e. of Falmouth), 
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and he were at that time so near the duke, that his highness was all co- 
vered with their blood. There fell likewise in the same Ship, and at 
the same instant, Mr. Richard Boyle, a younger son of the Earl of 
Burlington, a youth of great hope. Continuation of Clarendon's Life, 
p. 266. 

Ibid. Summer hill.) Lord Orford supposes this place came to 
Lord Muskerry, through the means of his elder brother, but in this he 
is mistaken, as it belonged to him in right of his wife, the only daugh- 
ter of Lord Clanrickard. This seat is about 5 miles from the Wells, 
and was once the residence and property of Sir Francis Walsingham, 
from whom it descended to his daughter Frances, who married first 
Sir Philip Sydney; secondly, the unfortunate Robert Devereux, Earl 
of Essex; and lastly Richard de Burgh, Marquis of Clanrickard. In 
Walker's History of Independance, we are told, that © Somer hill, a 
pleasant seat, worth one thousand pounds a year, belonging to the 
Earl of St. Albans (who was also Marquis of Clanrickard) is given by 


the junto to the blood-hound Bradshaw: so he hath warned the 


Countesse of Leicester, who formerly had it in possession to raise a 
debt of three thousand pounds, pretended due to her from the said 


earle, (which she hath already raised four-fold) to quiet the possession 


against our lord's day next.” At the Restoration it seems to have re- 
turned to its original owner. It is now the residence of William 
Woodgate, Esq. A writer, supposed to be the Rev. Mr. Richard 
Oneley, thus describes it in 1771. © The house being too large for 
the family of the present POSSESSOT, some of the state rooms are not 
made use of, or furnished; but in them are still remaining superb 
chimney- pieces, fine carved wainscot, and other monuments of their 
former grandeur and magnificence. In the dining room above stairs 
are figures, flowers, and other ornaments in stucco ; particularly a re- 


presentation in relievo, over the chimney- piece, of the angelic host (as 


it is thought) rejoicing in the creation of the world ; a design SCEM- 
ingly taken from Job, chap. xxxviii. v. 7. The house is inclosed with 
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four courts E. W. N. S. The front court, through which is the 
grand approach to the house, looks towards the west ; from whence 
you have a fine prospect to the Surry hills before you, and Seven- 
oak hills on the right. The prospect is limited by Baron Smythe's 
park on the left. The town and castle of Tunbridge, the navi- 
gable river Medway, and the rich meadows, through which it 
runs, finely diversified with corn-ftelds, pasturage, hop-gardens, and 
orchards, are here in full' view, and form a most beautiful scene. 
From the opposite court, on the west side of the house, are seen the 
Canterbury hills, near Dover, at the distance of about fifty miles; but 
this view, and the several objects it comprises, is best enjoyed from a 
rising hill, on which grow two large oaks, at a little distance southward 
from the house. From this stand, a stranger may behold at leisure a 
valley equal to Tempe, Andalusia, or Tinian.” General Account of 
Tunbridge Wells and its Environs: printed for G. Pearch, 8vo, p. 37. 
Mr. Hasted says, “that Lady Muskerry having, by her expensive way 
of life, wasted her estate, she by piece meals sold off a great part of 
the demesne lands, lying mostly on the southern side of South-frith, to 
different persons; and dying in great distress, was buried accordingly, 
about the year 1698.” History of Kent, vol. II. p. 341. 

* 297. Prince Rupert.] Lord Orford's contrast to this character 
of Prince Rupert, is too just to be here omitted. © Born with the 
taste of an uncle, whom his sword was not fortunate in defending, 
Prince Rupert was fond of those sciences which soften and adorn a 
hero's private hours; and knew how to mix them with his minutes of 
amusement, without dedicating his life to their pursuit, like us who, 
wanting capacity for momentous views, make serious study of what is 
only the transitory occupation of a genius. Had the court of the First 
Charles been peaceful, how agreeably had the prince's congenial pro- 
pensity flattered and confirmed the inclination of his uncle! How the 
muse of arts would have repaid the patronage of the monarch, when, 
for his first artist, she would have presented him with his nephew! 
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How different a figure did the same prince make in a reign of dissi- 
milar complexion! The philosophic warrior, who could relax himself 
into the ornament of a refined court, was thought a savage mechanic, 
when courtiers were only voluptuous wits. Let me transcribe a pic- 
ture of Prince Rupert, drawn by a man who was far from having the 
least portion of wit in that age, who was superior to its indelicacy, and 
who yet was so overborne by its prejudices, that he had the complaisance 


to ridicule virtue, merit, talents. —But Prince Rupert, alas, was an awk- 


ward lover!“ Lord Orford here inserts the character in the text, and 
then adds, © What pity that we, who wish to transmit this prince's re- 
semblance to posterity on a fairer canvas, have none of these inimitable 
colours to efface the harsher likeness! we can but oppose facts to wit; 
truth to satire: How unequal the pencils! yet what these lines can- 
not do, they may suggest: they may induce the reader to reflect, that 
if the prince was defective in the transient varnish of a court, he at least 
was adorned by the arts with that polish, which alone can make a court 
attract the attention of subsequent ages.” Catalogue of Engravers, p. 
135. 8vo. ed. 


P. 298. Hug bes.] Mrs. Hughes was one of the actresses belonging 


to the king's company, and one of the earliest female performers. Ac. 
cording to Downes, she commenced her theatrical career after the 
opening of Drury-lane theatre, in 1663. She appears to have been 
the first female representative of Desdemona. By Prince Rupert she 


had a daughter, named Ruperta, married to lieutenant- general Howe, 
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who survived her husband many years, dying at Somerset house, about 
the year 1740. For Mrs. Hughes, Prince Rupert bought the magnificent 
seat of Sir. Nicholas Crispe, near Hammersmith, now the residence of 
the Margrave of Brandenburgh, which cost £25,000 the building. From 
the dramatis personæ to Tom Essence, licensed 1676, we find Mrs. 
Hughes was then on the stage, and in the duke's company. 

P. 302. —the Duke of York took a journey the other side London.] 
In Sir John Reresby's Memoirs, 8vo, 1735, P. 11. sub anno 1665, it 
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is said, Aug. 5, © His Royal Highness the Duke and his Duchess 
came down to York, where it was observed that Mr. Sydney, the hand- 
somest youth of his time, and of the duke's bed-chamber, was greatly 
in love with the duchess; and indeed he might well be excused, for 
the duchess, daughter to Chancellor Hide, was a very handsome per- 
Sonage, and a woman of fine wit. The duchess, on her part, seemed 
kind to him, but very innocently: but he had the misfortune to be ba- 
nished the court afterwards, for another reason, as was reported.” Bur- 
net mentions this transaction; and insinuates, that to this cause is to 
be ascribed the duchess's conversion to popery. See Burnet's History 
of bis own Times, vol. I. p. 318. 

P. 304. Churchill.) Miss Arabella Churchill, daughter of Sir 
Winston Churchill of Wotton Basset, in the county of Wilts, and 
sister to the celebrated John, Duke of Marlborough. She was born 
1648. By the Duke of Vork she was mother of 1. James, Duke of 
Berwick; 2. Henry Fitz- James, commonly called the Grand Prior, 
born 1673, who was after the Revolution created by his father Duke 
of Albemarle, and died 1702; g. Henrietta, born 1670, married to 
Lord Waldegrave, and died 1730. Miss Churchill afterwards became 
the wife of Charles Godfrey, Esq. clerk comptroller of the green cloth, 
and master of the jewel office, by whom she had two daughters, one, 
Charlotte, married to Lord Falmouth; and the other, Elizabeth, to Ed- 
mund Dunch, Esq. Mrs. Godfrey died in May, 1730, at the age of 82. 


P. 312. —Montagu's elder brother having very apropos got himself | 


killed where be bad no business.] Montagu's elder brother was killed 
before Bergen, about August 1665. See Arlington's Letters, vol. II. 
p- 87. His name was Edward. Boyer, who in his Life of Queen Anne 
has made several mistakes about him, says he was dismissed for offend- 
ing her majesty, by squeezing her hand: probably he was disgraced for 
a time, and on that account went abroad. See Continuation of Claren- 
don, p: 292. 

P. 326. n Henrietta, youngest aniline of Charles the 
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First, born at Exeter 16th June, 1644, from whence she was removed 
to London in 1646; and with her governess, Lady Dalkeith, soon 
afterwards conveyed to France. On the Restoration, she came over 
to England with her mother; but returned to France in about six 
months, and was married to Philip, Duke of Orleans, only brother of 
Lewis XIV. In May, 1670, she came again to Dover, on a mission 
of a political nature, it is supposed, from the French king to her bro- 
ther, in which she was successful. She died, soon after her return to 
France, suddenly, not without suspicion of having been poisoned by 
her husband. King James, in his Diary, says, © On the 22d of June, 
the news of the Duchess of Orleans' death arrived. It was suspected 
that counter poisons were given her; but when she was opened, in the 
presence of the English ambassador, the Earl of Ailesbury, an English 
physician, and surgeon, there appeared no grounds of suspicion of any 
foul play. Yet Bucks talked openly that she was poisoned; and was so 
violent as to propose to foreign ministers to make war on France.” 
Macpberson's original Papers, vol. I. At the end of Lord Arlington's 
Letiers are five very remarkable ones from a person of quality, who 
is said to have been actually on the spot, giving a particular relation 
of her death. 

P. 329. The Duke of Monmouth.] James Duke of Monmouth was 
the son of Charles the II. by one Lucy Walters. He was born at 
Rotterdam April gth, 1649, and bore the name of James Crofts until 
the Restoration. His education was chiefly at Paris, under the eye of 
the queen-mother, and the government of Thomas Ross, Esq., who 
was afterwards secretary to Mr. Coventry during his embassy in Swe- 
den. At the Restoration, he was brought to England, and received 
with joy by his father, who heaped honours and riches upon him, which 

were not sufficient to satisfy his ambitious views. To exclnde his un- 

cle the Duke of York from the throne, he was continually intriguing 
with the opposers of government, and was frequently in disgrace with 
his sovereign. On the accession of James II. he made an ineffectual 
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attempt to raise a rebellion, was taken prisoner, and beheaded on Tower- 
hill 15th July, 1685. Mr. Macpherson has drawn his character in the 
following terms; Monmouth, highly beloved by the populace, was a 
fit instrument to carry forward his (i. e. Shaftesbury's) designs. To a 
gracefulness which prejudiced mankind in his favour as soon as seen, 
he joined an affability which gained their love. Constant in his friend- 
chips, and just to his word, by nature tender, and an utter enemy to se- 
verity and cruelty ; active and vigorous in his constitution, he excelled 
in the manly exercises of the field. He was personally brave. He 
loved the pomp and the very dangers of war.—But with these splendid 
qualities, he was vain to a degree of folly, versatile in his measures, weak 
in his understanding. He was ambitious without dignity, busy with- 
out consequence; attempting ever to be artful, but always a fool. Thus, 
taking the applause of the multitude for a certain mark of merit, he was 
the dupe of his own vanity, and owed all his misfortunes to that weak- 
ness. History of England, vol I. chap. III. | 

P. 331. An beiress of five thousand pounds a year in Scotland.] 
This was Lady Anne Scott, daughter and sole heir of Francis, Earl of 
Buccleugh, only son and heir of Walter, Lord Scott, created Earl of 
Buccleugh in 1619. On their marriage the duke took the sirname of 
Scott, and he and his lady were created Duke and Duchess of Buc- 
cleugh, Earl and Countess of Dalkeith, Baron and Baroness of Whit- 
chester and Ashdale in Scotland, by letters patent, dated April 2oth, 
1673. Also two days after he was installed at Windsor, the king and 
queen, the duke of York, and most of the court being present. The 
next day being St. George's day, his majesty solemnized it with a royal 
feast, and entertained the knights companions in St. George's hall in 
the castle of Windsor. Though there were several children of this 
marriage, it does not appear to have been a happy one, the duke with- 
out concealment, attaching himself to Lady Harriet Wentworth, who 
with his dying breath he declared he considered as his only wife in the 
sight of God. The duchess, in May 1688, took to her second husband 
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Charles Lord Cornwallis. She died Feb. 6th, 1731-2, in the 815st 
year of her age, and was buried at Dalkeith in Scotland. Our author 
is not more correct about figures than he avows himself to be in the ar- 
rangement of facts and dates; the duchess's fortune was much greater 
than he has stated it to have been. 

P. 332. Killegrew. | Thomas Killegrew was one of the sons of Sir 
Robert Killegrew, chamberlain to the queen, and was born at Han- J. Lesbe. Abb, Reg. þ.20] 
worth in the county of Middlesex, in the month of February, 1611. 

He seems to have been early intended for the court, and to qualify him 

for rising there every circumstance of his education appears to have 
been adapted. He was appointed page of honour to King Charles I 

and faithfully adhered to his cause until the death of his master; after 
which he attended his son in his exile; to whom he was highly accep- 
table on account of his social and convivial qualifications. He mar- 
ried Mrs. Cecilia Crofts, one of the maids of honour to Queen Henrietta. 
In 1651, he was sent te Venice as resident at that state, although, says 
Lord Clarendon, © the king was much dissuaded from it, but after- 
wards his majesty was prevailed upon, only to gratify him that in that 
capacity he might borrow money of English merchants for his own 
subsistence; which he did, and nothing to the honour of his master; 
but was at last compelled to leave the republic for his vicious be- 
haviour ; of which the Venetian ambassador complained to the king 
when he came afterwards to Paris.” On his return form Venice, Sir 
John Denham wrote a copy of verses, printed in his works, bantering 
the foibles of his friend Killegrew ; who, from his account, was as little 
sensible to the miseries of exile, as his royal master. His attachment to 
the interests of Charles II. continued unabated, and at the Restoration 
he was appointed groom of the bed-chamber, and became so great 

a favourite with his majesty, that he was admitted into his company 
on terms of the most unrestrained familiarity, when audience was 
refused to the first ministers, and even on the most important oc- 


casions. It does not appear that he availed himself of his interest with 
| | k | 
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the king, either to amass a fortune, or to advance himself in the state: 

we do not find that he obtained any other preferment than the post of 

master of the revels, which he held with that of groom of the bed. 

chamber. Oldys says he was king's jester at the same time ; but al- 

though he might, and certainly did, entertain his majesty in that capa- 

city, it can scarce be imagined to have been in consequence of any | 

appointment of that kind. He died at Whitehall 19th March, 1682, v4. Marge 2.1692 

bewailed, as it is said, by his friends, and truly wept for by the poor. 7 
e P. 334. The Duke of Buckingham and Lady Shrewsbury remained 
_ for a long period, both happy and contented. | In a letter from Andrew 

Marvell, dated August gth, 1671, he says, Buckingham runs out all 

with the Lady Shrewsbury, whom he believes he had a son (by) to 

whom the king stood godfather; it died young Earl of Coventry, and 

was buried in the sepulchre of his fathers.” (Marvels Works, vol. I. 

p. 406.) The duel in which the Earl of Shrewsbury was killed by the 

Duke of Buckingham, happened 16th March, 1667. 

P. 335. —the Duchess of Buckingham. | Mary, Duchess of Buck- 
ingham was the only daughter of Thomas, Lord Fairfax, and Anne the 
daughter of Horace, Lord Vere; a most virtuous and pious lady, in a 
vicious age and court. If she had any of the vanities, she had cer- 
tainly none of the vices of it. The duke and she lived lovingly and 
decently together; she patiently bearing with those faults in him which 
she could not remedy. She survived him many years, and died near 
St. James's at Westminster, and was buried in the vault of the family 
of Villiers, in Henry VII.'s chapel, anno 1705, ætat. 66.“ (Brian 
Fairfaz's Life of the Duke of Buckingham, 4to. 1758. p. 39.) She was 
married at Nun Appleton, Sept. 6th, 1657. In the Memoirs of the 
English Court, by Madame Dunoils, p. 11, it is said © the Duchess 
of Buckingbam has merit and virtue; she is brown and lean, but had 
she been the most beautiful and charming of her sex, the being his wife 
would have been sufficient alone to have inspired him with a dislike. 
Notwithstanding she knew he was always intriguing, yet she never spoke 
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of it, and had complaisance enough to entertain his mistresses, and even 
to lodge them in her house, all which she suffered because she loved 
him.” In some manuscript notes in Oldys's copy of Langbaine, by a 
gentleman still living, we are told that the old Lady Viscountess de 
Longueville, grandmother to the Earl of Sussex, who died in 1763, aged 
near 100, used to tell many little anecdotes of Charles II.'s queen, 
whom she described as a little ungraceful woman, so short legged, that 
when she stood upon her feet, you would have thought she was on her 
knees, and yet so long waisted, that when she sat down she appeared a 
well sized woman. She also described the Duchess of Buckingham, to 

whom she was related, as much such another in person as the queen, a 
little round crumpled woman, very fond of finery. She remembered 

paying her a visit when she (the duchess) was in mourning, at which 
time she found her lying on a sopha, with a kind of loose robe over her, 

all edged or laced with gold. This circumstance gives credit to Fair- 
fax's observation above, that if she had any of the vanities, she had cer- 
tainly none of the vices of the court. 

P. 337. —it would be advisable for ber to try the warm baths at 
Bristol.] I believe that Bath, not Bristol, is the place intended by the 
author. Queen Katherine's visit to the former place, was earlier than 
to Tunbridge, being about the latter end of Sept. 1663. See Wood's 


Description of Bath, vol. I. p. 217. I do not find she ever was at 


Bristol, but at the time mentioned in the following extract. 

1663. Sir John Knight, Mayor. Jann Broadway, Richard N 
Sheriffs. 

« The 5th of September, the King and Queen, with James Duke * 
Vork and his Duchess, and Prince Rupert, &c. came to Bristol, and 
were splendidly received and entertained by the mayor, at a dinner 
provided on the occasion. They returned to Bath at four o'clock ; 150 
pieces of ordnance were discharged in the Marsh, at three distinct 
3 Barrett's Hist. &c. of Bristol, page 692. 

P. 343. —campaign in Guinea.) This expedition was intended to 
have taken place 1 in 1664. A full account of it, and how it came to 
k 2 | 
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be laid aside, may be seen in the Continuation of Clarendon's Life, 
p. 225. 

P. 344. The old Earl of Carling ſord.] Sir Theobald Taafe, the 
second Viscount Taafe, created Earl of Carlingford in the county of 
Louth, by privy seal, 17th June, 1661, and by patent, 26th June, 1662. 
He died 315st Dec. 1677. 

P. 347. —that mad fellow Crofts. | William, Baron of Crofts, groom 
of the stole, and gentleman of the bed-chamber to the Duke of York ; 
captain of a regiment of guards of the queen-mother, gentleman of the 
bed-chamber to the king, and ambassador to Poland. He had been 
sent to France by the Duke of York, to congratulate Lewis XIV. on 
the birth of the dauphin. See Bog. Brit. old Ed. vol. IV. p. 2738, 
and Continuation of Clarendon, p. 294. | 

P. 349. —5be saw young Churchill. | Afterwards the celebrated 
Duke cf Marlborough. He was born Midsummer-day, 1650, and 
died June 16th, 1722. Bishop Burnet takes notice of the discovery 
of this intrigue. © The Duchess of Cleveland finding that she had lost 
the king, abandoned herself to great disorders: one of which, by the 
artifice of the Duke of Buckingham, was discovered by the king in 
person, the party concerned leaping out of the window.“ History of 
bis own Times, vol. I. p. 370. This was in 1668. A very particular 
account of this intrigue, is to be seen in the Atalantis of Mrs. Manley, 
vol. I. p. 30. The same writer, who had lived as companion to the 
Duebess of Cleveland, says, in the account of her own Life, that she was 
an eye witness when the duke, who had received thousands from the 
duchess, refused the common civility of lending her twenty guineas 
at basset. (The History of Rivella, 4th. Ed. 1725, p. 33.) Lord 
Chesterfield's character of this nobleman is too remarkable to be 
omitted. 

« Of all the men that ever I knew in my life (and I knew him ex- 
tremely well), the late Duke of Marlborough possessed the graces in 
the highest degree, not to say engrossed them; and indeed he got the 
most by them; for I will venture (contrary to the custom of profound: 
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historians, who always assign deep causes for great events) to ascribe 


the better half of the Duke of Marlborough's greatness and riches to 


those graces. He was eminently illiterate; wrote bad English, and 
spelled it still worse. He had no share of what is commonly called 
parts; that is, he had no brightness, nothing shining in his genius. He 
had, most undoubtedly, an excellent good plain understanding, with 
sound judgment. But these alone, would probably have raised him 
but something higher than they found him, which was page to King 
James II. 's queen. There the graces protected and promoted him; for 
while he was an ensign of the guards, the Duchess of Cleveland, then 
favourite mistress to King Charles II. struck by those very graces, 
gave him five thousand pounds; with which he immediately bought an 
annuity for his life, of five hundred pounds a year, of my grandfather, 


Halifax ; which was the foundation of his subsequent fortune. His fi- 


gure was beautiful; but his manner was irresistible by either man or 
woman. It was by this engaging, graceful manner, that he was enabled 
during all his wars, to connect the various and jarring powers of the 
Grand Alliance, and to carry them on to the main object of the war, 
natwithstanding their private and separate views, jealousies, and wrong- 
headednesses. Whatever court he went to, (and he was often obliged 
to go himself to some. resty and refractory ones) he as. constantly pre- 
vailed, and brought them into his measures. The pensionary Heinsius, 
a venerable old minister, grown grey in business, and who had go- 
verned the republic of the United Provinces for more than forty years, 
was absolutely governed by the Duke of Marlborough, as that repub- 
lic feels to this day. He was always cool; and nobody ever observed 


the least variation in his countenance : he could refuse more gracefully 


than other people could grant; and those who went away from him the 
most dissatished, as to the substance of their business, were yet person- 
ally charmed with him, and, in some degree, comforted by his manner. 
With all his gracefulness, no man living was more conscious of his si- 
mation, or maintained his dignity better.“ Chest. Letters, letter 136. 


Ixxviil NOTES. 


P. 350. Nell Gwyn, the actress.] On this passage, the first trans- 
lator of this work, Mr. Boyer, has the following note: © The Author 
of these Memoirs is somewhat mistaken in this particular; for Nell 
Gwyn was my Lord Dorset's mistress, before the king fell in love with 
her; and I was told by the late Mr. Dryden, that the king having a 
mind to get her from his lordship, sent him upon a sleeveless errand to 
France. However, it is not improbable that Nell was afterwards kind 
to her first lover.” Of the early part of Nell s life, little is known but 
what may be collected from the lampoons of the times; in which it is 
said, that she was born in a night-cellar, sold fish about the streets, 
rambled from tavern to tavern, entertaining the company after dinner 
and supper with songs (her voice being very agreeable); was next 
taken into the house of Madame Ross, a noted courtezan; and was 
afterwards admitted into the theatre, where she became the mistress of 
both Hart and Lacey, the celebrated actors. Other accounts say, she 
was born in a cellar in the Coal-yard in Drury-lane; and that she was 
first taken notice of when selling oranges in the playhouse. She be- 
longed to the king's company at Drury-lane; and, according to Downes, 
was received as an actress a few years after that house was opened, in 
1663. The first notice I find of her, is in the year 1668, when she 
performed in Dryden's play of Secret Love; after which, she may be 
traced every year until 1672, when I conjecture she quitted the stage. 
Her forte appears to have been comedy. In an epilogue to Tyrannic 
Love, spoken by her, she says, 

| -I walk, because I die 
Out of my calling in a tragedy. 
And from the same authority it may be collected that her person was 
small, and she was negligent in her dress. Her son, the Duke of St. 
Albans, was born before she left the stage, viz. May 8, 1670. Bishop 
Burnet speaks of her in these terms.“ Gwyn, the indiscreetest and 
wildest creature that ever was in a court, continued to the end of the 
king's life in great favour; and was maintained at a vast expence. The 
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Duke of Buckingham told me, that when she was first brought to the 
king, she asked only 500 pounds a year; and the king refused it. But 
when he told me this, about four years after, he said she had got of the 
king above sixty thousand pounds. She acted all persons in so lively 
a manner, and was such a constant diversion to the king, that even a 
new mistress could not drive her away : but after all, he never treated 


her with the decencies of a mistress.“ History of bis own Times, vol. I. 


p-. 369. The same author notices the king's attention to her on his 
death-bed. Cibber, who was dissatisfied with the bishop's account of 
Nell, says, * —if we consider her in all the disadvantages of her rank 


and education, she does not appear to have had any criminal errors, 


more remarkable than her sex's frailty, to answer for; and if the same 
author, in his latter end of that prince's life, seems to reproach his me- 
mory with too kind a concern for her support, we may allow, it be- 
comes a bishop to have had no eyes or taste for the frivolous charms, 
or playful badinage of a king's mistress: yet if the common fame of her 
may be believed, which in my memory was not doubted, she had less 
to be laid to her charge than any other of those ladies who were in the 
same state of preferment : she never meddled in matters of serious mo- 
ment, or was the tool of working politicians: never broke into those 
amorous infidelities, which others in that grave author are accused of; 
but was as visibly distinguished by her particular personal inclination 
to the king, as her rivals were by their titles and grandeur. Cibber's 
Apology, 8vo. p. 450. One of Madame Sevigne's letters exhibits no 
bad portrait of Mrs. Gwyn.—* Madamoiselle de K (Keroualle, 
afterwards Duchess of Portsmouth) has not been disappointed in any 


thing she proposed. She desired to be mistress to the king, and she is 


so: he lodges with her almost every night, in the face of all the court: 
she has had a son, who has been acknowledged, and presented with two 
duchies: she amasses treasure; and makes herself feared and respected 
by as many as she can. — But she did not foresee that she should find a 
young actress in her way, whom the king dotes on; and she has it not 
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in her power to withdraw him from her. He divides his care, his time 

and his health, between these two. The actress is as haughty as Mada- 
moiselle: she insults her, she makes grimaces at her, she attacks her, she 
frequently steals the king from her, and boasts whenever he gives her 
the preference. She is young, jndiscreet, confident, wild, and of an 
agreeable humour; she sings, she dances, she acts her part with a good 
grace. She has a son by the king, and hopes to have him acknow- 
ledged. As to Madamoiselle, she reasons thus: this duchess, says she, 
pretends to be a person of quality: she says she is related to the best 
families in France: whenever any person of distinction dies, she puts 
herself in mourning :—if she be a lady of such quality, why does she 
demean herself to be a courtezan? she ought to die with shame. As 
for me, it is my profession: I do not pretend to any thing better. — He 
has a son by me: I pretend that he ought to acknowledge him; and I 
am well assured he will; for he loves me as well as Madamoiselle. This 
creature gets the upper hand; and discountenances and embarrasses 
the duchess extremely.” Letter 92. Mr. Pennant says, —she resided 
at her house, in what was then called Pall-Mall. It is the first good 
one on the left hand of St. James's-square, as we enter from Pall-Mall. 


The back room on the ground floor, was (within memory) entirely of 
looking-glass, as was said to have been the ceiling. Over the chimney 


was her picture; and that of her sister was in a third room. London, 


p. 101. At this house she died, in the year 1691; and was pompously 


interred in the parish church of St. Martin's in the fields, Dr. Tennison, 
then vicar, and afterwards archbishop of Canterbury, preaching her fune- 
ral sermon. This sermon, we learn, was shortly afterwards brought for- 
wards at court by Lord Jersey to impede the doctor's preferment ; but 
Queen Mary, having heard the objection, answered“ What then?“ 
in a sort of discomposure to which she was but little subject, I have 
heard as much: this is a sign that that poor unfortunate woman died 
penitent ; for, if I can read a man's heart through his looks, had not 
che made a pious and christian end, the doctor could never have been 
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induced to speak well of her.” Life of Dr. Thomas Tennison, p. 20. 
Cibber also says, he had been unquestionably informed, that our fair 
offender's repentance appeared in all the contrite symptoms of a Chris- 
tian sincerity. Cibber's Apology, p. 451. 

P. 350. Miss Davis.] Mrs. Mary Davis was an actress belonging to 
the duke's theatre. She was, according to Downes, one of the four 


female performers who boarded in Sir William Davenant's own house, 


and was on the stage as early as 1664, her name being to be seen in 
* The Stepmother,” acted in that year. She performed the character of 
Celia, in the Rivals, altered by Davenant from the Two Noble Kinsmen 
of Fletcher and Shakspeare, in 1668, and in singing several wild and 
mad songs, so charmed his majesty, that she was from that time re- 
ceived into his favour, and had by him a daughter, Mary Tudor, born 


October, 1673 ; married in August, 1687, to Francis Ratcliffe, Earl of 


Derwentwater. Burnet says, Miss Davis did not keep her hold on 
the king long, which may be doubted, as her daughter was born four 
years after she was first noticed by his majesty. 

P. 352. Chiffinch.] The name of this person occurs very often in 
the secret history of this reign. Wood, in enumerating the king's 
supper companions, says they meet © either in the lodgings of Lodo- 
visa, Duchess of Portsmouth, or in those of Cheffing (Chiffinch) 
near the back-stairs, or in the apartment of Eleanor Quin (Gwyn), or 
in that of Baptist May; but he losing his credit Cheffing had the 
greatest trust among them.“ (Atbenæ Ozon. vol. II. 1038.) So great 
was the confidence reposed in him, that he was the receiver of the se- 
cret pensions, paid by the court of France to the King of England. 
See the Duke of Leeds's Letters, 1710. p. 9. 17. 33- 

P. 355. Miss Stewart baving a little recovered, Sc.] See Bishop 
Burnet's account of Miss Stewart's marriage in his History of his own 
Times, vol. I. p. 353. | 

P. 359. —the expedition of Gigeri.] Gigeri is about 40 leagues 
from Algiers. Till the year 1664 the French had a factory there: 
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but then attempting to build a fort on the sea coast, to be a check upon 
the Arabs, they came down from the mountains, beat the French out 
of Gigeri, and demolished their fort. Sir Richard Fanshaw, in a let- 
ter to the deputy governor of Tangier, dated 2d December, 1664, 
N. S. says,“ we have certain intelligence that the French have lost 
Gigberia, with all they had there, and their fleet come back, with the 
loss of one considerable ship upon the rocks near Marselles. Fan- 
Shaw's Letters, vol. I. p. 347. 

P. 361. Ovid's Epistles.] This is the translation of Ovid's Epistles, 
published by Mr. Dryden. The second edition of it was printed in 
1681. 

P. 363. a silly country girl.] Miss Gibbs, daughter of a gentle 
man in the county of Cambridge. 

Ibid. —a melancholy beiress. | Elizabeth, * of John Mallet, 
of Enmere in the county of Somerset. 

Ibid. —the languisbing Boynton.] After the deaths of Miss Boyn- 
ton and of George Hamilton, Talbot married Miss Jennings, and 
became afterwards Duke of Tyrconnel. 

Ibid. —was blessed with the possession of Miss Hamilton . 

“The famous Count Grammont was thought to be the original of 
The Forced Marriage. This nobleman during his stay at the court of 
England had made love to Miss Hamilton, but. was coming away for 
France, without bringing matters to a proper conclusion. The young 
lady's brothers pursued him, and came up with him near Dover, in or- 
der to exchange some pistol-shot with him, they called out, © Count 
Grammont, have you forgot nothing at London?“ excuse me, answer- 
marie bobs De ed the count, guessing their errand, I forgot to marry your sister; so 
„ eee, Coming. lead on, and let us finish that affair. By the pleasantry of the answer, 
| this was the same Grammont who commanded at the siege of a place, 

the governor of which capitulated after a short defence, and obtained 
gan easy capitulation ; the governor then said to Monsieur Grammont, 
„'n tell you a secret, that the reason of my capitulation was be- 
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cause I was in want of powder.” Monsieur replied, © and secret for se- 
cret, the reason of my granting you such an easy capitulation, was be- 
cause I was in want of ball.” Biog. Gallica, vol. I. p. 202. 

Count Grammont and his lady left England in 1669. King Charles, 
in a letter to his sister, the Duchess of Orleans, dated 24th October, 


in that year, says, I writt to you yestarday, by the Compte de Gram- 


mont, but I beleeve this letter will come sooner to your handes; for he 
goes by the way of Diep, with his wife and family: and now that I have 
named her, I cannot chuse but againe desire you to be kinde to her ; 
for, besides the merritt her family has on both sides, she is as good a 
creature as ever lived. I beleeve she will passe for a handsome woman 
in France; though she has not yett, since her lying-in, recovered.that 
good shape she had before; and I am affraide never will.” Dalrymple's 
Memoirs, vol. II. p. 26.. 

« The Count de Grammont fell dangerously ill in the year 1696 of 
which the king (Lewis XIV.) being informed, and knowing, besides, 
that he was inclined to libertinism, he was pleased to send the Marquis 
of Dangeau to see how he did, and to advise him to think of God. 


| Hereupon Count de Grammont, turning towards his wife, who had ever 


been a very devout lady, told her, countess, if you don't look to it, 
Dangeau will juggle you out of my conversion. Madame de 'Enclos 
having afterwards written to M. de St. Evremond that Count de Gram- 
mont was recovered, and turned devout; I bave learned, answered he 
to her, with a great deal of pleasure, that Count de Grammont has reco- 
vered his former health, and acquired a new devotion. Hitherto I have 
been contented with being a plain honest man; but I must do something 
more; and I only wait for your example to become a devotee. You 
live in a country where people have wonderful advantages of saving 
their souls; there, vice is almost as opposite to the mode, as to virtue ; 
sinning passes for ill breeding, and shocks decency and good man- 


ners, as much as religion. Formerly it was enough to be wicked; now 


one must be a scoundrel withal, to be damned in France. They who 
12 
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"ae not * " "01 for another life, are led to salvation "TM the con- 


sideration and duties of this. But there is enough upon a subject in 


which the conversion of the Count de Grammont has engaged me: I 
believe it to be sincere and honest. It well becomes a man who is not 
young, to forget he has been so.“ Life of St. Evremond, by Des Mar- 
zeauz, p. 136; and St. Evremond's Works, vol. II. p. 431. 

It appears that a report had been spread, that our hero was dead. 
St. Evremond, in a letter to De I'Enclos, says, © they talk here as if the 
Count de Grammont was dead, which touches me with a very sensible 
grief.” (St. Evremond's Works, vol. III. p. 39.) And the same lady 
in her answer says, Madam de Coulange has undertaken to make 
your compliments to the Count de Grammont, by the Countess de 
Grammont. He is so young, that I think him as light as when he 
hated sick people, and loved them after they had recovered their health.” 
(Tbid. p. 59). 

At length Count de Grammont, after a long life, died the 10th Janu- 
ary, 1707, at the age of 86 years. His children have been already 
mentioned in note to p. 113. 

See a lettter from St. Evremond to Count de Grammont on the 
death of his brother, Count de I. St. Evremond's Works, 
vol. II. p. 327. 
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